” * 


G 0 8 P EL 8 0 NNET 8. 5 | 

on, = 5 8 1 

SPIRI TUAL 50ONGs, 
. 


'IN SIX PARTS. 


"A 011 The 8 Ld. 
II. The BerieveR's 8 — Tu 
III. The Betitver's RIDD ZS. 
1 BkLIEvER's LODGING. | 

The BRLIEVER'N SOLILOQUY. 

"vi "The BELIEVER” 8 PRINCIPLES. - 


'CONCERNING, SI, OR er es. 
. > Creation and Redemption — Law and Gol] pele-luſtßea- | 
| cation and Sanctification— Faith and Senſe— 

4 een 5 9 55 


— 


- BI * R _ 58 #7 
" In £42 x2 - e 44.4 a* i 1 4. . — Si. 4 


8 * 225 
— * . &- & a _ p 


e "ee the late Reverend 3 0 "4 
Mz RALPH FR SK Tx E. 
a Miniſter of of the Goſpel; at Donfermine. 


** * —— * 


nw 
— 


THE "TWENTY-FIFTH: EDITION. 


Ia Which the Kah Seriptures are full ly” entended. 


To which is Prefixed, 1 
A Account of the AUTHOR" 8 Li fe and inen. 


1 — Tg at > c 


| Mira canam, pu > vera canam. ven. Fc i. 


— 


*” * 
9 4 . : 
* 
— . 


* 


fo EDJINGSURGH:: 
PRINTED. FOR THE BOOKSELLERS, -» 


- 75 * 
” 0 * . 
oo — 4 mY 
: 3 . 
> 7 "$77 — 
8 1797 N * 
YU * x . 1 
* ** a NN 

* . 


en mark of public approbation, Mr Erſkine*s 
Opel Sonnets have a claim to that diſtinQion; 
dad and they may be ranked amongft thoſe of gene- 
ral eſteem and uſefulneſs ; few books have been 
. o often printed in the ſame ſpace of time. 

Mir Erſkine's Poems, as Dr Bradbury ſays, 
ire greatly to be eſteemed ; ; and above all for 
that which animates the whole, the ſavour of 
8 divine and experimental knowledge. N 

The prefent edition, i hoped, will. be 
found no leſs worthy of public encouragement 
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39 derable attention has been paid to the correct- 
ing, by comparing it with former editions; and 
every thing is to be found here that has appear- 
ed in the moſt approved . of the: Golpel 
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E Sonnets... 5 wb . 
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If the number of editions of any performance 


than thoſe that have gone before it, as conſi- 
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ſpiration: and though the myſteries of Chriſtianity, and the 
wonders of our holy religion, ſtand in no need of gay trimmings + 


Whole is truly evangelical. 
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are of a very. antient original; and very early ſpecimens 
of this kind of urtzing are yet to be found on record, both in 
ſacred F and profane hiſtory. -Writings in poeſy have many 
peculiar excellencies in them, and particular advantages at- 
tending them: and when men, endued with poetical talents, 


_ employ them on ſubjects of. real importance, the ſparkling and 
flowery images, the magnificent and lofty expreſſions, and the 


ſtriking figures. and - rhetorical embelliſhments, add ſuch a na- 


tive grandeur, dignity, and majeſty, to the ſubject, that the 


mind is not only elevated, the attention gained, the affections 


moved, and devotion excited; but the memory is gradually 


repared to retain and be benefited by them, on account of the 


Pr. compoſitions, it il readily be :adchinted at 


autiful and elegant manner in which the various topics are 


elucidated, FEE | | . 
No ſubject is more intereſting, or can be a fitter theme, for 


theſe.veſted with a poetical genius, than thoſe of a'evangelt=" . 


cal nature, either directly founded upon ſome particular por- 
tion ot ſacred. writ, or drawn from it, by juſt and neceſſary 


conſequence. No writings, for juſtoeſs of ſentiment, and ſu- 


blimity of ſtile, can equal or compare with theſe of divine in- 


and poetical embelliſhments to ſet them off; yet ſuch is the 


ſuperior excellency of inſpired poeſy, that the brighteſt and 


See the Song of Moſes at the Red Sea, Exod. xv.—2 1. This 
Song is the moſt ancient and ſublime piece of poctry'in the 
world: the images arc natural; the arrangement of its ideas is 
beautiful; and the ſtrain of picty which breathes through the 
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...- moſt elevated deſcriptions of a mortal pen Pry vail to it: 
and therefore ſays a celebrated writer, * If any would attempt 

4 to be maſter of true eloquence, and aim at a proper elevation 

© of ſtile, Jet him read, with unremitting diligence, the ancient 

* prophets, and the inſpired evangeliſts and apoſtles: for their 
- © writings are an abundant ſource of all the riches and orna- 
ment of ſpeech? | 
It hath been now a law and juſt complaint, that wits, 
which is of a divine original, ſhould have been ſo much de- 
baſed to the wort of purpoſes, in decorating vice and profane- 
neſs; and that men, endued with ſuch a happy talent, ſhould 
Jo much employ it, in furniſhing out theatrical-entertainments, 
or upon ludicrous and profane trifles. Haw happy would it 
have been for the world, what an ornament to Chriſtianity and 
advantage to the church; and how honouring to themſelves, 
as well as beneficial to the intereſts of religion, had they lan . 
ployed it on evangelical and divine ſubjects, in. pointing out 
the beauties of creation, the bounty of Providence, the depth 
of redeeming love and grace, and the excellency and ſweets 
_ neſs of true religion and practical godliveſs! _ - 
The Rev. Mr Erſkine, author of, the following Phe: | 
- was happy in employing his poetical talent to the beſt of pur- 
poſes; the ſubjects he made choice of to handle, were of the 
_ utmoſt importance for mankind to know; his manner of treat- 
ing them, truly evangelical ; and the ſpirit that breathes 
through them, heavenly and divine; tendiog to warm the heart, 

\ - Excite to genuine devotion, and to inſpire the mind with 23 
and proper ſentiments of God and true religion. 
The ſentiments of Dr Bradbury, relative to our Author's 
 poetical. talent are very juſt. * Mr Erſkine's Poems, (lays he,) 

c are greatly to be eſteemed, for the ſweetneis of the verſe, the - 
© diſpoſition of the ſubjects, the elegancy of the compoſition, 
and, above all, for that which animates the whole, the ſavour 7 
of divine and experimental knowledge 5 88 ths I. 
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READER, e | 
THAT EVER 8 this book EN EG Sins x 


prefaced with, (as to the manger in which many lines 
in it are written), ſhall be here altogether dropt and. forborn--- 
I now difiniſs it as 1: is, under the conduct of D:vine Provi- 
dence, to take its hazard-1n- the world ;. ſince it has already 
ſerved its. apprenticethip under ſeveral. impreſſrons, and gone 
both through kind and hard uſage, through goud report and - 
bad report. It never promiſcd much to them that ſeek no- 
thing bur Pleaſure and ſulisfattion- to their fancy; but I have 
heard that it nas donc ion tervice (and, 1 hope, through the 
ble mag ot H-+ven, it may yet do more), to them that ſeck 
profit and ed;ficaiton to their ſouls 9 
T 'ne late edi- ihn of this book at London, We more full 
and comp lete than any that was formerly emitted, it is fit here 
to acquaint the Reader, that tis is printed exactly off the Lan- 
don co, without any un till adduion or aheration, except 
in the third part of the book, that comes u. der the name of 
Rildles, „ myiteries; abs t part | foxth, chap. Ii. le ct. 1. intitu- 
let, The Brliever's Principiet, concerning the my/i-ries of tbe 
Iain) 450 2ofpel © bo of inch (becaule there were ſeveral 
demands in ths country for a ney edition) I thought fit to 
confirm by fertoture texts, cited at the bottom of the page, for 
the benen of thoſe that are Weak in knowledge and unac- 
quainted with the ſeripture *. L have directed them by a let⸗ 
ter. of the alphabet, at every branch ot the ſentence that is . 


* The e in this edition are extended: at full length. 
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Ty ESL Yet more oblig'd than e'er before. 


We 
A P-R- E-F-AC*E.*. 

- | ther ſeemingly or really oppoſite to the other, unto ſome ſcrip- 

- tural text, one or more, for evincing the truth thereof: by 
which means the weakeſt, that is willing, may come to under- 
ſtand the moſt difficult paradox, or myſtery, mentioned in this 

work; at leaſt ſo far as to ſee, that every part of it is found- 

ed on the word of God, either directly, or by plain and ne- 
<:fary conſequence. Qnly this general rule is to be obſerved, 
namely, That the reader always confider what is the ſubject 
|- _- | treated in every ſection and ffanza; and this, for the fake of 
the more allitcrate, I ſhall illuſtrate by two examples, the one 
concerning the Za, the other concerning the Believer. The 

former you ſee Part III. ſect. vi. line 26, 4 


* N 
I'm not oblig'd to keep it more; 


8 


Here you are to remark, that as the ſubje ct ſpoke of, is the 
LAW; fo the law in ſcripture is confidered two ways, viz. 
both as a covenant of works, and à rule of duty. Now, that 
the believer is under no obligation to the law, as it is a cave- 
nam e works, or to perform obedience to it as a ground of 
© Juſtification, (which is alſo the ſubject treated in that ſection), 
is conſirmed in the foot notes by the following ſcriptures, to 
Which you are directed by the letter (2), Rom. vi. 14. Gal. 
1. 1, 2, 3, 4. Where you may ſee the believers are ſaid to be. 
not under the law, but under grace; and exhorted to land 
faft in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made them free; and 
© affurcd, that Chriſt is become of no effe# to them, whoſoever. f 
them are juſtified by the. law ; they are fallen from grace. 
Again that the believer is under more obligation than ever 
before he was jultificd, to yield obedience to the law as it is a 
ule of lie, (which is the other branch of that paradox), is. 
confirmed by theſe following texts of ſcripture, to which you, 
are dire©. d by the letter (), Rom. vi. 1, 2— 15. where it is 
faid, Shall we continue in fin, that grace may abound? God 
forbid + how | ſhall we'- that are dead to "fa. live any longer 
therein? What then © fball aue _ fin, becauſe we are not a5 
der the lac but under grace ? God forbid —From which 
texts, together with their contexts, it is evident, that the be- 
liever's freedom from the law is a covenant, does not at all 
free him from obligation to it as a rule, but ſuperadds to the 
natural obligation, that of grace, which boch argumentatively and 
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efedively teaches what the law does authoritatively and pre- 
ceytively ; namely, to deny wungodline/s and worldly Infls, and 
10 live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in this * world, Bs 
Tit ii. 4255425 ; 

The other example I adduvey” you may read, Fart III. 
ſect. X. line 43. where the words e 
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70 good and evibequal bent: 
Im both a devil and a ſaint. 
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| Toes the e may notice, that the ſobject 1 of, is 
the Believer, or the ſaint's old and new man delcribed, A 
(which: is part of the title of that ſection), or conſidered as to 
his unregenerate and regenerale part: in which view he is 
frequently ſpoke of in ſeripture; ex. gr. 1 John iii. 6, g. it is FL 
ſaid of the believer, or the perſon 2 of God, tha! he finnetbß i 
not, and that he cannot ſin, becauſe be is born of God: there 
he is ſpoken of as to his new nature, or regenerate part. But. : 
1 John i. S. the words are, // aue ſay that e baue no fin, au 
deceive aurſclves, and the truth is nit in us e where the apoſtle 
Peaks of the behevers? unregenerate and corrupt part. Now., 
this being the ſcriptural repreſentation of the believer, the fore- 
faid paradox is eaſily proven from ſcripture. . _ 

The. fr branch is, That he is equally bent to good and 
to. evil. For the proof of this, you are directed in the — . 
note to Rom. vii. 21. where the apoſtle. Paul, ſpeaking -both - 
of his corrupt and renew-d part, fays, J fad a law, that - 
when I would. do good, evil is preſent with me. And, i, 
you read the preceding and following context, you will * 
him complaining how: uren bends him as far one, way as. 
proce another. G 

Tbe other part of the fame: paradox. is, That the believer 
is, on theſe; accounts, both a devil and a ſaint. Now, that. 
the believer is by nature and corruption a devil, is one-branch + 
of this poſition here to be confirmed. That he is. fo by na- 
fure, is proven by the following ſcriptures. in the fore-cited - 
page at the bottom, John vi. 7e, and viii.” 44. compared 
Were Chriſt, ſpeaking of ſome that were in a natural ſtate, + 
viz. of Judas and the J-w+, diſcovers what is the ſtate of all 
men by nature, that they. are- of their father. the devil, fe 
the fe Y. dr * NG will de; and Rn N be = 
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„ ALLELES TH: 
called devils, as our Lord-calls. Judas, ſaying, I have che 
ſen zu twelve, and ons. of you is: a devil. And ſuch are 
believers alfo.. naturally, as deſcendants of the firſt Adam, 
being, children of diſobedience, and children of <orath; by na- 
ture, even as: others, Eph. il. 2. 3. And that the believer 
is ſo, not only by nature, but alſo by reaſon of remaining 
corruption, is proven at the foot of the ſame page, from 

James iii. 15. where that apoſtle, {peaking of ſtrife and envy, . 

that may be even among. the children of God, (which indeed 
has too much taken place in all ages), ſays, This wiſdom de- 

7 ſerndab not frum above, but is- earthly, ſenſual,” devilſb. 

i Again, that though the believer be by nature and corruption, 

. a devil, yet he is, by grace and tegeneration, a faint; is de 

cumented alſo, in the ſame page, from 1 Cor. vi. 11. Such 


- 2 8 


r 


4. 6% 5 7 2 
TP ͤ 


rer 


— 


dauere ſoms o you 5 but ye-ane ſandfed, &. 8 
Iso this manner, you may eaſily go over all the reſt of the 
pauaradoxes, riddles, or myſteries, contained in this book, and 
Fd them evidently confirmed by the ſeriptures of truth, the 
word of God. This might be no un profitable -exerciſe, but 
tend to lead you into the true knowledge of the Goſpel, to 
uhich myſteries are ſo eſſential, that it is defigned by them, 
and called ο wiſdom f God" in a myſtery, 1 Cor. ii. 7. 
and the knowledge of which is fo eſſential to Chtiſtianity, 
and fo abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, that the-ſame apoſtle 
daeelares, that if our goſpel Be hid. it is hi to them that are 
boff. in anbom the god of this world hath © blinded the mind 
them which. beliewe-not, left The light” of the ' glorious- goſpel. 
19 7 5 WE who-ie ibe image of God, ſhould ſbine unte them: 0 
23 „ 2 e ; 
Again, if you ſeareh the ſcriptures, you will ſee many more f 
proofs for every point than I have adduced, and perhaps ma- | 
ny much more appoſite; - for-thiſe only are ſet down at the | 
c 
F 
1 


bottom of the page that fit occurred to me: yet, I ſuppoſe, 
— though. ſometimes but ↄne, and ſometimes more ſcriptures- are 
pointed out they are ſuch as ſuffibiently! confirm the poſitions 
they relate to. But that other ſerĩptures might have been ad- 7 
Aduced in plenty, I ſnall give one inſtance; in the parade C 
Jiuſt now mentioned, viz. hat-every believer, while in this L 
world, is bub dil and d faint; The latter elauſe is what e 
none will deny, namely, That every true, believer is a ſaint; 9 
fol further proof of which, you might ſee Acts xv. 9. and t 
' xvi. 18, &c. But becauſe the ſuſt elauſe may ſeem more harſh, MW £ 
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it may by ſcriptore be alſo further evinced two ways: I, Ilan 
reſpect of the daily commiſſion of fin he has to challenge him- 
ſelf with; for the ſcripture ſays, Eecl. vii. 20. There: is not 
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a juſt' man upon earth, that doeth good and finneth not. [5 
And with this compare 1 John iti, 8. He that committeth” 4 
fin, is of the devil : Hence it is plain, there is not a juſt 4 | 
man upon earth, but may, in reſpect of the commiſſion of ſin, 1 
be called a devil. 2dly, In reſpect of prevaient temptations, by 14 
which he may be hurried into thofe things 2hat /avour wot f A 
God, but. of men; on which account Chriſt ſays to Peter. 
Matth. xvi. 23. Get thee behind me, Satan. And if Chriſt cj 
calls Peter a devil, whom he had deſcribed as a faint of the it 
firſt magnitude; ver. 1). One divinely bleſſed and enlight- | 
ened ʒ what occaſion may every believer have to call himſelf - of 
a devil! Yea, it is a part of his faith and ſanctity, to fee and 5 
acknowledge, with ſhame before the Lord, his on deviliſh fit 
and defperately- wicked heart and nature; which a blind, ſelf⸗ 14 
conceited world are ignorant of, being neither acquainted 9 
with themſelves, nor with God and his word. However, ſo it 
it is, that the more any ſhall ſeareh the ſeripture, the more, 1 
I hope; will they diſcern, not only by the texts I have quot | 


ed but from many others alſo, the truth and evidence of e- 
very part of this book, however myſterious ſome” paſſages of 
it may ſeem to max. N 
Though ſome of theſe lines may want the politeneſs that 

a can pleaſe the curious age, yet, while they ſtand firm upon a 
? ſcriptural foundation, none of them want authority, and that 

| of the higheſt nature, except in the account of mockers, and 


5 thoſe (of whom there are too many in our day) that are either 
: Deiſts, who undervalue the ſcripture, or Atheiſts, who de- 

8 ride it: and it is ſadly to be regretted, that thoſe people are 
hardened in their wicked principles and practices, by ſome 
that perhaps have a higher profeſſion. For, Lhave ſeen two 


me 
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4 prints, one called the Groan and another the Laugh, wherein 
ſome lines, picked out among others, have been expoſed to-. 
ridicule : but however ſuch gentlemen may laugh at their 
own ſport, and wickedly divert themſelves with ſerious mat- 
ters for a time, 1 fear their laughing will iſſue in weeping for 
ever; if God, by giving them repentance, do not make them 
0 groan to purpoſe, for the evidenee they thus give of either 
2 their grievous ignorance of the ſcripture, or their groſs. pro- 


ſanity, and of their readineſs to yield themlelyes inſtruments... * 
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0 of the devil, to ee the atheiſtical ſpirit of the age, A 
j which is bent enough (without any ſuch provocations) to 
laugh at every thing ſerious, ſacred, and ſcriptural, This is 
ſo palpable, without my ohſorvaricw upon it, and: fo ſelf-evi- - 
dlſent to all that fear God, and have had the patience to read 
ſuch prints, that I would not have thought them worth my 
| _ noticing ſo far as to make this bare mention of them, had 
not Providence put the pen in my hand to preface this edi- 
tion, wherein een * are added to W pore rok 7 85 a 


book. 


| Reader, It gives me e Alen a to b that 
this book has already been uſeful and edifying to ſome, hows* . 
erer it is entertained by others. The goſpel itſelf is to ſome 
the /avour.of life, to others the ſavour death; to ſome 
eviſuom, to others fooliſhneſs ; to ſome matter of faith, love, 
and comfort, to others matter of mockery and ſcorn. I ſhall 
be far from thinking it any diſcredit or diſparagement to this 
5 book, if it meet with the like entertainment. May the Lord 
of heaven and earth, who over- rules all things, accompany it, 
in its journies abroad or at home, with his bleſſing to many 
ſouls ! and to his care I commend it, in che words of a 2 


mous s Scots poet, upon Pſalm xxxv.. 1. 


| Rerum ſane Opefex, -ades, 
E patrocinis protege me tuo. 


Which may be adapted to the matter in hand . . 


Die truth, which hell may erage, - 
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A Pot, dedicated to the Reverend Mr Re 
ERS²IN E, by a Lady in New-England, — 
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RSKINE; thou \ bleſſed herald, | found. 

| Till fin's black empire totter to the ground, 
Woll haſt thou Sinai's awful flames diſplay'd, 
And rebel's doom before their conſcience laid: 
From fin, from ſelf, from truſt in duty fly, 
Commit thy naked fool to Chriſt, or die. 
Go on nd proſper in the name of God, 
Seraphie preacher, through the thorny road; 
The gracious Cinift, thy labours will reward ; - 
His angel bands be thy perpetual guard; hi 

Tho' hell's dark regions at the preſent bifs, | 
"The God of glory thy ſtrong R is. 


Mere moral preachers have no pow'r to charm * Tana 


Ty lines ure ſuch my nobler paſſions. warm; 
Theſe glorious truths have ſet my foul on fire, 
And while I read, I'm love and pute deſite. 
May the black train of errors batch'd in hell, 
No longer on this globe in quiet dwell; 
May more like you be rais'd to ſhow their ſhame, 
And call them by their diabolic name. | 
Exalt the Lamb in loyely white and red. 
Angels and ſaints his laſting honours ſpread 3 . 
My trembling foul ſhall bear her feeble part, 
Tis he hath charm'd my foul; and won my hearts 
Bleſs'd be the Father for electing love, 
Bleſs'd be the Sn who does my guilt remove, 
Bleſs'd be the Dove who does his grace applyg 
Oh! may 1 praiſing live, and praiſing die! 
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3 . THE \REVESEND. 


ur RALPH EFRSKIVE. 


H* Rev. Mi RALPH ERSKINE was „ 

deſcended of very reſpect able anceſtors; his father, 
the Rev. Mr Henay Eas kin e, being one of the thirty-three 
children of Ralru ExsxIN+ ol Shieldfizld, a family bf con- 
fiderable repute and ſtanding in. the county of Merſe, and 
&ipinally deſcended from the'ancient. houſe of Mar. Our 
Author, and his brother, the Rev. Mr EBAY ZA Eagxint, 
late Miniſter of the Goſpel at Stirling, were two of the cmt- 
"dren of the aid Rer. Ms Hengy EaskIN Z, Wo. was 
_ ſometime Miniſter of ths Goſpel at Cornwall, afterwards at 
| Chirnſide *; a man eminent in his day, and juſtly diſtinguiſh- 
ed for his piety and firm attachment to Preſbyterian ' rin 
cipl:s: For his ſtedfaſt adherence to which, he was ſubjected 
to many conſiderable hardſhips in the latter part of the. laſt 
century, during the perſecuting period of r IL. and 
James VIE. 

The Author of the following Poems was born at Moni- 
a in the. county .of Northumberland, on Sabbath the 15th 
of March 1685, at three o'clock in the afternoon ; and bap- 
tized at Chirnfide on the 5th of April ſaid (Few by the Re- 
verend Mr William Violan”. ; 
He gare pretty early proofs of a great genius Ro fine | 
fancy; and ſeveral inſtances of a pious diſpoſition and a ſo- 
lid way of reſlecting on matters. On this account he was, 
by his parents, early deſtined for the holy miniſtry, who, re- 
ſolved to give him a regular and liberal education, in order to 
W bim for that 1 Important office. | 
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. Cormwalt i is in the hire of Wat oinbertand ; Chirnfie les 
about five miles from Berwick upon Tweed, in the Scors hides . 


See the continuation of Sos | life of Baxter, P. 6844 
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When he had acquired a competent meaſure of Grammar, 
and other introductory parts of education, he went to the 


univerſity of Edinburgh, to complete his ſtudies; there he 


went through the ordinary courſes of Philoſophy and Divini». 


ty with ſucceſs ; and made a conſiderable progreſs in all the 


different branches of literature: for, he ſoon became a fine 


Grecian and excellent Logician, and an accompliſhed Philo- 
ſopher. But after having acquired ſuch a competent meaſure 


of knowledge, in theſe various branches of erudition, he gave 
himſcif up to the ſtudy of theology, bis darling and beloved 


topic ; in which he-made great progreſs, as his productions 
therein do abundantly evidence. 
The ordinary courſe of philoſophical and. "theological ſtu⸗ 


dies being gone through, at the college of Edinburgh, with 


ſucceſs ; he was, in the providence of God, called forth to 

appear in a public character; and being well reported of, by 

all who knew him, for a converſation becoming the goſpel, 

| he was accordingly taken trials by the Preſbyrery of 
Dunfermline: and rave Enitbal: the uſual pieces of trial 

aſſigned him, to the entire atis faction of the Preſbytery, be 


was by them licenſed to preach, as a probationer, the everlaſt- 


ing goſpel, on the 8th of June 1709. In which capaci- 
ty he exerciſed the talents which the Lord bad graciouſly 
conferred on him, within the bounds of the ſaid Preſbytery, 
buth in vacancies and ſettled congregations, to the great fa- 
tis faction of his kearers, both miniſters and people, as his 
certificate from that Preſbytery, dated April 4ib, 1711, 
expreſly bears.— Ia this ſtation of iirfe he did not long re- 
main: Providence ſoon opened a door for him; and he got 


an unanimous call, trom the pariſhioners of Dunfermline, 
on the iſt of May 1711, to exerciſe his miniſterial - talents 
and abilities amongſt them; which call was approven of 


by the Preſbytery, on the day following, as regularly pro- 
| ceeded in. He went through the uſual pieces of trial, 


for ordination, preſcribed by the Preſbytery, with appro- 


bation, and thereup« n they ſet him apart to the office of the 
holy miniſtry, in the collegiate charge of Duofermline, on 
Auguſt 7th, 1711. 

| Under the character of a miniſter of the goſpel, ei 
now a paſtoral reletion to a. particular flock ; in the church 
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- fus Chrift and him crucified He was igſlant in Caen and 
out of ſeaſon, in all parts of his miniſterial labours, and 
gave himſelf wholly thereunto; exhorting the people under 
dis truſt, from houſe to houſe, in the way of family viſita- 
tion; examining them more publicly upon the principles 
of our holy religion; viſiting the fick when called and 
| * the everlaſting goſpel, in which he had a very plea- 
nt and edifying gift. He , preached, by turns, with his 
colleague, every Sabbath and Thurſday, through the year: 
and afterwards, when he had none, for ſeveral years before 
his death, he officiated alone, very punctually, both on Sab- 
bath and week day. r 
He delivered few extemporary productions. His ſermons 
were generally the fruit of diligent ſtudy, and aſſiduous ap- 
plication. For the moſt part he wrote all; and kept very 
cloſe by his notes in the delivery, except When the Lord 
was pleaſed to carry in upon his mind, in time of preach- 
ing, ſome pat and appoſite enlargements, . whereof he had no A 
previous ſtudy, and to which he nevertheleſs chearfully gave ; 
way, as coming from Hm, who has \the tongue of the 
learned: who knows how to ſpeak a ward in ſeaſon to him | 
that is wveary ; and who ſays, It ball be given you the ſame - 
Bour what ye ſhall ſpeak ; for it is not ye that ſpeak, but the 
Spirit of your Father that ſpeaketh in you. He was bleſſed 
With a rich and fertile invention, as appears in the agreeable | 
and entertaining diverſity, wherewith his, heads, of doQrine 
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4 are every where adorned. "The poetical genius, with which | 

* be was happily ende wed, contributed not a little to the em- | 

. belliſhment of his diſcourſes, with a variety of pertinent e pi- | 

1 'thers. and ſtriking metaphors. 1 ö | 

5 His gift of preaching was both inſtructing and ſearching. 
1 Few outſhone him in the nervous and convincing manner, 

3 hereby be confirmed the truth of the doctrines he inſiſted on; 5 

| and fewer ſtill in the warm and pathetic addreſs, in which | 

be epforced the practice of them. 2 1 | 

He pecubarly excelled in the ample and free offers of | 

- Chriſt he made to his hearers : ard the captivating, and al- 2 

luring m«cthods he uſed, for gaining .theu compliance, or 1 

their receiving and reſting on Chriff alone for their ſalva- | 

tion, as thus freely and fully exhibited unto them in the goſ- | 


pel. On all which accounts he was juſtly eſteemed, and 
much followed, as one of the molt popular and edify- 


Co 


De” OS AR. 2 —ů—ů———ñ—ð; — — — T —— —„— [ 


| The Lies of the AuTHos. 15 
ing preachers of his day.—— During his time, ſacramental 
ſolemnities at Dunfermline were very much crouded ; num- 
bers of people, from ſeveral parts of the kingdom, reſorting. 
unto them: and the Lord was pleaſed to : countenance ſome 
of theſe communions, with ſignal evidences of his gracious 

| preſence and influence, to the ſweet and comfortable expe- 

| rience of many. | Ee TEN a Apo . 

| It will eaſily appear to the judicious and experien:ed read- 

er, in peruſing his writings, that he had as dextrous a facul- 

| ty in ranſacking the plagues of the heart, and deſcribing the 

| diverſiſied circumſtances of ſerious and exerciſed fouls, as if 

they had fully communicated their ſeveral doubts and caſes 

| unto him; while, in the mean time, he was only unfolding 

: the.inward experience of his own ſoul, what he himſelf felt 

| of the workings of unbelief, and of the powerful influence of 

| the Holy Spirit, in oppoſition thereunto; which could not 
but quadrate or agree, with the operations of the ſelf-ſame 

. Spirit of God in others; for, as in water, face aiſwereth ts 

face, ſo doth the heart of man to man. | 2 

, This eminent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, being exerciſed to 

, WH codlineſs from his youth, became, by the grace of God, a 

, [cribeinflrufied unto the kingdom of heaven, whom our Lord 

3 compares to ai: houſholder, which briggeth farth out of his 

| 

- 

a 


— 


treaſure, things new and old. Old invariable truths, but new 
illuſtrations of them; old experiences, the ſame with other 
ſaints before, but new obſervations and improvements upon 
them: ſo that, with abundance of propriety, it may be ſaid, 
that there are few perplexing doubts, or intricate caſes, which 
. the ſaints have, at any time, been exerciſed with, that are 
| not in ſome one or other of his ſermons, very Judiciouſly ſolv- 

. ed, and diſtinctly elucidated, or cleared up. 8 
During our Author's life-time, and at the importunity of 
: many of his acquaintances,. both miniſters and people, he pub- 
1 liſned a great number of his ſermons, on the moſt intereſting 
ſubjects, which were well reliſned by the truly godly, and 
f had their praiſes in the churches of Chriſt, both at home anp 
X abroad. Theſe, with ſeveral others, tranſcribed from his 
r notes, were firſt auen ther, after his death, and pub- 
liſhed along with his poems, in two large volumes in folio, 


- 


- ; N , l ; 
4 in the years 1764-and 1765, printed in an elegant manner 
1 and, ſince that time, re- printed in ten large volumes oRtayq* 
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VE Y are very fignificant, and ops 
he had for Mr Ersxint?'s Works.— 


for the more conveniency of readers and purchaſers, ia e 


1 derable additions and amendments * 


We cannot diſmiſs this account of our Author, without 
taking notice of another particular concerning him, which con- 


ſtitutes a-very material branch of his character. He was not 


only deſervedly eſteemed as a judicious Divins ; but alſo 


much reſpected as a good PotT : And he hath favoured the 


world with ſeveral excellent productions of that nature, which 


have all met with a very favourable reception. His, poetical 
talent was employed chiefly on divine ſubjects; he had no re- 


liſh and taſte for any other. In his younger years, at his lei- 
ſure hours, he compoſed the following piece, which is now 
inticled, GosetL SOxNETS': or, Spiritual Songs, in fix parts. 
The uſefulneſs of this poetical compend of the revealed prin- 


ciples of our holy religion, for promoting the lite of faith, 
comfort, and holineſs, will be experienced, it is hoped, by 


many of the ſaints of God, to the lateſt poſterity, —Thig 


4 piece was ſo well reliſhed, hat it hath undergone'a multitude 


of impreſſions; and the demand for it is as great as ever. 
About the year 1738, he emitted into:the world his poeti- 
cal paraphraſe upon tlie whole book of the Sor or Soro- 


„on; which indeed is an evangelical comment, done in a 


ſtrain adapted to the New-Teſtament diſpenſatica, upon that 
allegorical or figurative part of holy writ.— I is performance 


) 


has hkewiſe been very acceptable, and undergone a variety of 
editions. | 


—_ 


er That eminent divine, the late Rev. Dr BRADBURY, in his 
preface to a collection of ſome of Mr Erſkine's Sermons, print- 
ed at London, in 1738, expreſſes himſelf in the following man- 
ner: © Theſe Sermons, ſaith he, have no need of my recom- 
ee mendation : the reader will ſind in them a faithful adherence 


ce to the dcefign of the goſpel, a clear defence of thoſe doctrines 
«that are the pillar and ground of truthy a large compaſs of 


„ thought, a ſtrong force of argument, and a happy flow of 


« words, which are both judicious and famikar ; and they have 
© been greal:y ble ſleq to the edification of many, <lpacialiy 
c the poor of the Hock? 

The words of the late juſtly ce 


2 I to read with a 
„ fingle vicw to the edification of my heart, in true faith, ſolid 


comfort, and evangelical holineſs; I would have recourſe to 
„ Mr ERSEKIXE, and take his volumes ſor my guide, my ___ | 
nion, and my c: e Friend.” 


ted and pious Mr Hrr- : 
ive of the high eſteem 
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y emitting the above poetica! eſſays into the world, and 
dome ſmaller performances, our Author's abilities as a poet. 
came to be known; and induced the Reverend Synod, of 
which he was a member, repeatedly to importune him, to 
emnloy. ſome of his vacant hours, in turning all the poctical 
paſſages of ſacred writ, into common metre, of she ſame kind 
with the Pſalms of David. "Theſe recommendations he at 
laſt complied with; and his productions at laſt made their ap- 
pearance, under the title of SCRIPTURE Sox Gs, ſelected from 


ſeveral paſſapes in the Old and New Teſtament, which were 


well reliſhed, and have now undergone ſeveral editions. 

Our Author, beſides his Sermons and Poems, publiſhed ſe- 
veral tracts, on ſome poiuts of controverſy, in which he dif 
played his abilities as a writer : particularly an elaborate trea- 
tile, intitled, FarThH no Faxcy ; or, a Treatiſe of Mental 


Images: a book ſingularly valuable, for the clear and peripi- 


\cuous manner in which he hath handled and eſtabliſhed this 
important point; every way, worthy of our Author, and re- 
flected the greateſt honour upon him; in regard it hath given 
the greateſt diſplay. of his abilities, both as a divine and phi- 
loſopher, and how capable he was to exhauſt any point, when 


he {er himſcif to it, even in an abſtract way of reaſoning : a. 
book that effectually ſilenced all his opponents; and en to 


this day unanſwered. 

This faichful and laborious Ca of Jeſus Chriſt 1 
ed ſucesſofulſy ia the work of the miniſtry, and conticued pub- 
bel uſeful in bis Maſter's work, till within a few days of 
Lis departure; for he preached in his own pulpit on Sabbath 
the 29th of Odtober 1752, and he was thereafter ſcized, in 
the end of the ſame month, viz. October 1952, with a ner- 


vous fever, (wherein, nevertheleſs he enjoyed the exerciſe of 


his judgment and ſenſes,) which laſted only for a few days, 


and at laſt was the happy meſſenger of frecing him from the 


incumbrances of an embodied ſtate, an leading him to the 


world of : Pfrits,\ and the regions of eternal bliſs aod felicity; 


for, on the eight day of the fever, he fell aſleep in the, Lord, 
being Monday, Nov. 6. 1752, in the 68th year of his age, 
after labouring unweariedly and ſuccefsfully in the work of the 
miniſtry, among his flock in Dunfermline, for the 8 of 
forty- two years. 

Mr Ziſkine, our wks Author, affords. room for lune 
commendations, were we diſpoſed to give them; and his 

B 2 
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complete character is truly great, and his diſpoſition * 
ingly amiable.— If he is conſidered as to his natural endocu- 
ments, he poſſeſſed many fine qualities; he had a ſweet tem- 
per, a clear head, a rich invention, a lively 1 imagination, and 
2 great memory. — If he is viewed as to his acquired abili- 
vues; be was well acquainted with all the uſeful. branches of 
literature, neceſſary to adorn the ſcholar, and the miniſter, — 
If he is conſidered as to his ce; he was a great and judic'. 
OUS divine, a pious evangelical preacher, and an able caſuift. 

In ſhort, he was not only a learned man, and an able di- 
vine, but an effectionate familiar friend, a ſocial companion, 

devout Chriſtian, and abu; ning ond Dining light. | 

By his death, the church of Chrij 7 loft à great light, a he- 
Toic champion for the truth, and à bold conteader for the 
faith once dehivered unto the faints.—'The body he was lait 
cor nected with, have been deprived of an uſctu] member, and 
a ſhining ornament to their cauſe.— The congregation he la- 
boured among Joſt an able faithful miniſter, a laborious and 
"Tucceſsful wreſtler, and a painful and diligent inſtructor.— 
His family and relatives loſt a true friend, an affectionate huſ. 
band, a tender - hearted parent, and a ſtriking pattern of virtue, 
His acquaintances and ' intimates, an e brother, 
ſocial companion, and an engaging friend. 

Mr Erſkine was twice married. His firſt marriage wis 
with Margaret Dewar, a daughter of the laird of Laſſodic; 
Which commenced the 15th of July 1714. She lived with 

him about ſixteen years; during which time ſhe bore ten 
children, five ſons and Are daughters: three of theſe ſons 
were miniſters in the Aſſociation, ' viz. the Rev. Meſſrs Hen 
ry, John, and James; the firſt ordained miniſter at Falkiik, 
the ſecond at Leſslie, and the third at Stirling. All of then 
died in the prime of life, when they had given the world jul 
ground to conceive high expectations of their uſefulneſs in ib 
church.—His ſecond marriage was with Margaret Simlſon, 1 
daughter of Mr Simſon, writer to the fignet at Edinburgh 
which took place, February 24. 1732. She bore him fou 
ſons, and ſurvived himſelf ſome few years. One of the ſon 
of this marriage is ſtill in liſe, and reſides at Landes. A 
bis other children a are now removed by death. | : 
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of AT UCL: fam'd on earth, renown'd for piety; 

5 A midſt bright ſeraphs now ſings cheerfully. 

3 S acred thine anthems yield much pleaſure here 2 2 

oo 7 heſe longs of thine do truly charm the ear“ 

wo F ach line thou wrot'ſt doth admiration raiſe 

= Ee, ouſe up the ſoul to true feraphic praiſe. 

3 Ry  - eligiouſſy thy life below was ſpent : b 

be 4 mazing pleaſures now thy foul content. 

all i ong didſt thou labour in the church below, 

od „ oingtag out Chriſt, the Lamb, who ſaves from wages 
1 Heav'a's blefſedneſs on fianers to beſtow; 


E ASkINE the great! e pen ſpread 5 1 
N edeeming love; the ſole device of God. 7 
§ubltantial themes thy thoughts did much purſues . 
A ept pure the truth, cſpous'd but by a few. | 
Integrity of heart, of ſoul ſerene; _ * 
No friend fo vice, no cloak to the profane; 3 —— fi 
E mploy'd thy talents to reclaim the vain. 
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Preface „ Page :25 
I. A 3 account of man's fall in Adam, ad 
the remedy provided in Chriſt; and a particular account 
of man's being naturaily wedded to the Clans as a covenant 
of works ; 26 
- Bea. 1. The fall of As 3 
Sect. 2. Redemption through CU: „ 
Sect. 3. Man's legal diſpoſition 31 
Sect. 4. Man's ſtrict attachment to legal terms, or to the 
law as a condition of life 33 


Sea. 5. Men's vain attempt t to ſeek life by Chrj 55 righ- 
1 Joined with their own — legal bopes natural! 
to all - ; | | 2 IT 
_ Ghep. II. The manner of a ſinner's rere tom the Le in 
a a work of humiliation, and of his marriage to the Lord 

Feſus Chriſt; or, The way how a ſinner comes to be a 


| believer __ = $9 
1 Bec. tv Of a lau- work, and the waikinge of legal pride 
"Wi under it 8 tb, = 
_- __ Sect. 2. Canvidiien of ſin/and wrath, ed on more 
deeply and effectually on the heart 43 
Sect. 3. The deeply humbled ſoul relieved, with ſome 
faving diſcoveries of Chriſt the Redeemer . 46 0 
Sect. 4. The workings of the Spirit of faith, in ſpare | 5 
ting the . from all ſelf-righteouſneſs, and drawing out ( 


ats conſent to, and deſire after Chrift alone and wholly 48 
Sect. 5. Faith's, view of the freedom of grace, cordial 
Tenunciation of all its own ragged righteouſneſs, and for- 

mal acceptance of, and cloſing with the bs of glorious 1 
* ä . | 22 Wn 


. The TABLE. 1 57 „ 
| Chap. III. The fruits of the Believer's marriage with Chri „ 
particularly 9 Bonne and obedience to the law as 


re. 55 
| © Seat. 1. The ſweet ſolemoity of the m marriage now over, 
and the ſad effects of the remains of a legal ſpirit © th, 


Sect. 2. Faith's victories over ſin and Satan, through 
new and farther diſcoveries of Chriſt, making believers more 
fruitful in holineſs, than all other pretenders to works 57 

Sect. z. True ſavipg faith magnifying the law, both as a 
covenant and rule. Falſe faith unfruitful and ruining 59 

Sect. 4. The believer only, being married-to Chrift is 
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ux BELIEVER' 8 ESPOUSALS: | 
A POEM, 


Upon Isatan liv. 5. 7. by Mater is 15 beser | 


PREFACE. 5 


11 ARK. dying mortal, if the Sonnet prove. 


-A ſong of living and immortal love, 


Tie then thy grand concern the theme to know, 


if life and immortality be fo. © 

Are eyes to read, or ears to hear a truſt. 5 
Shall both in death be cramm'd anon with duſt ? 
Then trifle not to pleaſe thine ear and eye, 
But read thou, hear thou, for eternity. 
Purſue not ſhadows uing d, but be thy chaſe, 0 
The God of glory on the field grace: | 

The mighty hunter's name is bot and Vain, 

That runs not this ſubſtantial prize to gain. 

Theſe humble lines afſume no hgh pretence, 

To pleaſe thy fancy, or allure thy ſenſe : 

But aim, if everlaſting life's thy chaſe, | 

o clear thy mind, and warm thy heart through 
A marriaze /o myſterious T proclaim, © (grace. 
Betwixt two parties of ſuch diff rent fame, 
7 hat hnman tongues may bluſh their names to tell, 
To wit the PrINCE of HEav'Nn, the heir of bell.” 
But, on ſo vaſt a ſubjett, who can find 
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Or, FF our language with our thought cb; Die, 
What mortal thought can raiſe uſelf ſo high 2 - 
When words and thoughts both fail, my faith -and 
Aſcend, by climbing up the ſcripture ſtair : [pray r ' 
From ſacred writ theſe ſtrange * mag 

Be 8 in the 2 din — 
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CHAP. I. 


A general ado of Man's fall in Al and 
the remedy provided in CHRIST : and a par- 
- ticular account of man's being naturally wed- 
ded to the law, as a” TY of works. 


8 . 
The FALL of Ava. 


LD Adam once a heav- n of Pleaſure 
wade 7 -- 
While he with perfect innocence was crown'd; 
His wing'd affections to his God could move 
In raptures of deſire, and ſtreams of love. 
Man ſtanding ſpotleſs, pure, and innocent, 
Could well the law of works with works con- 
Stent; | 
Though then, (nor fince), it oc 1 no 
Than perſonal and perfect righteouſneſs: [leſs 
Theſe unto ſinleſs man were eaſy terms, 
= Though now beyond the reach of wither'd 
The legal covenant then upon the field, [arms, 
5 Perfagtion W wan could 8 * 
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Rich had he, and his progeny remain'd, 
Had he primeval i innocence maintain'd: 
His life had been a reſt without annoy, 

A ſcene of bliſs, a paradiſe of joy. 

But ſubtile Satan, in the ſerpent hid, 
Propoſing fair the fruit that God forbid, 
Man ſoon ſeduc'd by hell's alluring art, 
Did, disobedient, from the rule depart, 
Devour'd the bait, and: by his bold offence 
Fell from his bliſsful ſtate of innocence *. 
Proftrate, he loſt his God, his life, his crown, 
| From all his glory tumbled headlong down ; 
'Plung'd in a deep abyſs of ſin and wo, 


Where, void of heart to 'will, or hand to do; 


For's own relief he can't command a thought, 
The total ſum of what he-can is nought,, 
He's able only now t' increaſe his thrall ; 
He can deſtroy himſelf, and this is all. 
But can the bellich brat Heav'n's law fulfil, 
Whoſe precepts high farmgonnk his ſtrength _ 

5: lt; 
Can filthy 4rofs pode a calle beam? 
Or poiſoned ſprings a ſalutifrous ſtream? 
Can carnal minds, fierce enmity's wide maw,. 
Be duly ſubject to the divine law; | 
Nay, now its direfal zhreat'nings muſt take 
Jon all the diſobedient human race, [place 
Who do by guilt Omnipotent provoke, 
Obnoxious ſtand to his uplifted ſtroke. 
They muſt ingulf themſelves in endleſs woes, 
Who to the living God are deadly toes, 
Who natively his holy will gainſay, ; 
Muſt to his awful juſtice fall a prey. 

* Gen. iii. 16. 
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In vain Js mankind no expect, in vain 


By legal deeds immortal life to gain: 
Nay death is threaten'd, threats muſt have 


their due. 
Or W that fin 10 dien, as Cod. is true. 


2s E © T. II. 
Redemption through Cunisr. 


THE ſecond. Adam, 8 Lord of all. 
Did by his father's authoriſing call, 
From boſom of eternal love deſcend, - 
To fave the guilty race that him offend ; 
To treat an everlaſting peace with thoſe 
Who were and ever would have been his foes, 
Bis errand, .never ending life to give | 
To them, whoſe malice would not let him live; 
To make a match with rebels, and eſpouſe 
The brat which at his love her ſpite avows. 
Himſelf he humbled to depreſs her pride, 
And make his mortal foe his loving bride. 
But, ere the marriage can be ſolemniz'd, 
All lets muſt be remov'd, all parties pleas' a. 
Law-righteouſneſs reguir?d, muſt be procur'd, 
ene threaten'd, muſt be full en- 
dur'd, 
Stern juſtice muſt haye credit by the-match, 
Sweet mercy by the heart the bride muſt catch. 
Poor bankrupt ! all her debt muſt firſt be paid, 
Her former huſband in the grave be laid: 
Her preſent 1cyer muſt be at the coſt, 
To fave and ranſom to the uttermott, 


* Ezek. XVI 4. 
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Chap. I. 
If all theſe things this ſuitor kind can do, 
Then he may win her, and her bleſſing too. 
Hard terms indeed! while death's the firſt 
demand ; | 
But Hove ts frrong as death *, and will» not ſtand. 
To carry on the ſuit, and make it good, 
Though at the deareſt rate of wounds and 
| blood. 
The burden's heavy, but the back i Is ; broad, 
The glorious lover is the mighty God f. 
Kind bowels yearning in th' eternal Son, 
He left his Father's court, his heav'nly throne: 
Aſide he threw his moſt divine array, 
And wrapt his Godhead in a veil of clay. 
Angelic armies, who in glory crown'd, 
With joyful harps his awful throne ſurround, 
Down to the cryſtal frontier of the ſky. I, 
To ſee the Sovereign born, did eager fly; 
And ever fince behold with wonder freſh 
Their Sov'reign and our Saviour wrapt in fleſh,. 
Who in his garb did mighty love diſplay, 
| Reſtoring what. he never took away. 5. 
| To God his glory, to the law its due, 
To heav'n its honour, to the earth its hue, . 
To man a righteouſneſs divine, complete, 
A royal robe to ſuit the nuptial rite. 
He in her favours, whom he lov'd ſo well, 
At once Hid purchaſe heav'n, and vanquiſh hell. FN 
Oh !. unexampled love! fo vaſt, ſo ſtrong, 
So great, ſo high, ſo deep, ſo broad ſo long! 
Can finite thought this ocean huge e 
Unconſcious of a bottom or a ſhore? + 
* Song viii. 6. Iſa. i ix. 6. 7 Lale ii. 9—145 
DEE: eng 4. = | | 
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30 Geer Som Es. Part J. 
His love admits no parallel, for why, 
At one great draught of love he drank hell L dry. 
No drop of wrathful gall he left behind ; 
No dreg to witneſs that he was unkind. 
The ſword of awful juſtice pierc'd his fide, 
That mercy thence might guſh 3 the bride. 
The meritorious labours of his life, 
And glorious conqueſts of his dying ſtrife 3 
Her debt of doing, ſuff'ring, both cancell'd, 
And broke the bars his awful captive held. 
Down to the ground the helliſh hoſt he threw, 
Then mounting high the trump of 'triumph, 
| Attended with a bright ſeraphic band, [blew, 
Satdownenthron'd ſublime on God's right-hand ; 
Where glorious choirs their various 8 em- 
. 
To bund his 3 with ric. joy. - 
There he, the bride's ſtrong interceſſor ſits, - 
And thence the bleſſings of his blood tranſmits, 
Sprinkling all o'er the flaming throne of OS 
Pleads for her pardon his atoning blood ; 
Sends down his holy co-eternal Dove, 
To ſhew the wonder of incarnate love, 
To woo and win the bride's reluQtant heart, 
And pierce it with his kindly killing dart; 
By goſpel light to manifeſt that now I 
She has no farther with the law to do; 
That her new lord has loos'd the fed'rak tie, 
That once hard bound her or to do or die; 
That precepts*threats, no ſingle mite can crave. 
Thus for her former ſpouſe he digg'd a grave; 
The law faſt to his croſs did nail and pin, | 
Then bury'd the defunct his tomb within, 
n the 3 Wa to himſelf might | 
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8E, 1 
Man's LEGAL 8 ition. 


UT, hs all, the bride? 8 0 malecontent, 
No argument, ſave power, is prevalent 
To bow her will, and gain her heart's conſent. 
The glorious Prince's ſuit ſhe diſapproves, 
The law, her old primordial huſband, loves; 
| Hopeful in its embraces life to have, 
Though dead and bury'd in her ſuitor 8 grave; ; 
| Unable to give life, as once before; 3 
Unfit to be a huſband any more 
Let proudly ſhe the new addreſs diſdains, 
And al the bleſt Redeemer's love and pains; 
Though now his head, that cruel thorns did 
| wound, 
Is with immortal glory 1 FLIER 
Archangels at his awful fooſtool bow, _ 
And drawing love fits ſmiling on his brow. 
[Though down he ſends in goſpel-tidings good” 
[Epiſtles of his love, fign'd with his blood : | 
[Yet lordly, ſhe the royal ſuit rejects, 
Eternal life by legal works effects; 
In vain the living ſeeks among the dead, 
Sues quick'ning comforts in a killing head. 
Her dead and bury'd huſband has her Wat, 
Which can nor death remove, nor life impart. | 
Thus all revolting Adam's blinded oe.” I 
In their firſt ſpouſe their hope and comfort | 
plate 

They natively expect, if guilt them preſs, 
Salvation by a home bred righteouſneſs : 


| * Lake xxyi. 5. 
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_ GospEl. SoNN ETS. Part. I. 
They look for favour in JxHOVAn's eyes, 
By careful doing all that in them lies. 
"Tis ſtill their primary attempt to draw —_ _ 
Their life and comfort from the vet'ran law; 
To truſt a promiſe bare, their minds agrieves, 
They flee not to the hope the goſpel gives; 
Which judge the man that does, the man 
that l.. 
As native-as, they draw their hal breath, 
Their fond recourſe is to the legal path. 
Why, ſays old nature, in law-wedded man, 
* Wor't Heav'n be pleas'd if I do all I can? 
If I confirm my walk to nature's light, 
And ftrive, intent to practiſe what is right; 
Thus won't I by the God of heav'n be blets'd 
And win his favour, if I do my beſt ? | 
Good God! (he cnes) when preſs with debt 
and thrall, 
Have patience with me, and I'll pay thee all x. 
Upon their all, their beſt, they're fondly mad, 
Though yet their all is naught, their be/t is bad. 
Proud man his can-does mightily exalts, 
Vet are his brighteſt works but ſplendid faults. 
A ſinner may have ſhews of good, but till 
The beſt he can, ev'n at his beſt, is ill. 
Can heav'n or divint favour &er be win ; 
By thoſe that are a maſs of hel and fin ; 
The righteous law does num' rous woes de- 
nounce 25 
Againſt the wretched ſoul tint fails but once: 
What heaps of curſes on their heads it rears, 
That have mai the guilt ors num'rous years: 4 


2 | * - Maith, xyiii, 26. 


Chap: : The Believer 5 2 


4 E025 IV. 


Mar 1 rin attachment to e TERMS, or to the 
law as a condition of ti N. 


AY, on what terms then 

© e e 
Why, Kos perfettion is the le 
Yea, more, full /atisfation muſt be giv'n. 
For treſpaſs done againſt the laws of heav'n 


But muſt for ever ſink beneath the load? 
A ranſom muſt be found, or die they mutt, 
Sure, even as juſtice infinite is . | 
But, ſays the legaly proud, ſelf. righteous heart, | 
Which cannot with her ancient conſort part, 
What! won't the — of the God of 
„ - cheav'h,;* | 
Admit of ſmalls, when greater can't be given! ? 
He knows our fall diminiſh'd all our funds, 
Wont he accept of pennies now for pounds? 
Sincere endeavours for perfection take, 

* Or terms more poſlible tor mankind make?” 
Au! poor divinity, and jargon looſe ; 

Such hay and ftraw will never build the houſe. 
Hiſtake not here, proud mortal don't miſtake, 
od changes not, vor other terms will make. 7 
ill divine faithfulneſs itſelf deny, _ a 
hich ſwore ſolemnly, Man ſhall di or die? 
ill God moſt true extend to us, forſooth, 
His goodnets, to the damage of his truth? - 
ill ſpotleſs holineſs be baffled thus; 

Or awful juſtiee be unjuft for us? 

Shall faithfulneſs be faithful for our ſake; . 
And he his threats, as we his precepts bre 


= 
<< wo 


Theſe are the terms: what mortal back ſo Mm 


wag + |» GosPEL 8 „„ 


Will our oi Creditor deny himſelf; | 

And for full payment take our filthy pelf! ? 
Diſpenſe with juſtice, to let mercy vent? 

And ſtain his royal crown with *miniſh'd: cent 
Unworthy thought ! O let no mortal clod 
Hold ſuch baſe notions of a glorious God. 
Heav'n's holy covenant, made for human race, 
Conſiſts, or whole of works, or whole of grace. 
If works will take the field, then works muſt be 
For ever perfect to the laſt F 

Will God diſpenſe with leſs? Nay, ſure he won 't 
With ragged toll his royal law affront. 
Can rags, that Sinai flames will ſoon diſpatch, 
E'er prove the fiery law's adequate match? 
Vain man muſt be divorc'd, and chuſe to take 
Another buſband or a burning lake. 

We find the divine volume no where teach 
New legal terms within our mortal reach. 
Some make, though in the ſacred page > EM 
Sincerity aſſume Perfection s throne: 

But who will boaſt this baſe uſurper's ſway, 
Save miniſters of darkneſs, that diſplay 
Invented night to ſtifle ſcripture day! 

The nat'raliſt's ſincerity is naught, 

That of the gracious is divinely taught ; 
Which teaching keeps their graces, if ſincere, 
Withim the limits of the goſpel ſphere, 
Where vaunting, none created graces ſing, 
Nor boaſt of ſtreams, but of the Lord the e 
Sincerity's the ſoul of ev'ry grace, 

The quality of all the ranſom'd race. 

Of promis'd favour' 'tis a fruit, a clauſe; 
But no procuring term, no moving cauſe. 

How unadvis'd the legal mind confounds 
The marks of divine favour with the grounds, 
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And qualities of covenanted friends 
With the condition of the cov'nant blends? 
Thus holding goſpel truth with legal arms, - 


The joyful ſound no change of terms allows, 
But change of perſons, or another ſpouſe. 

The nature ſame that ſinnꝰd muſt do E die; 
No milder terms in goſpel- offers lie. 

For grace no other law abatement ſhews 

But how law-debtors may reſtore its dues; 
Reſtore, yea, through a Surety in their place, 15 
With double int'reſt and a better grace. 
Here we of no new terms of life are told, 

But of a huſband to fulfil the old; P 
With him alone by faith we're called towed, 
and let no rival bruik the marriage bed. 


5 Enjoy. 


SECT. v. 


teouſueſs, joined with their own z and Fas 05 
natur al to all. 5 


E Dur Rill the bride as Aiſaltows: 5 
The junior ſuit, and hugs the ſenior ſpouſe; 
uch the old ſelfiſh folly of her mind, 
$0 bent to lick the duſt; and graſp the wind, 
Alledging works and duties of her own 
ay tor her criminal offence atone ; 

Phe will her antic dirty robe provide, 

hich vain ſhe hopes will all polutions hide. 
The filthy rags that ſaints away have flung, 

phe holding, * and rolls Hertel in dung. 


Chap. T. Tie Believer's Eſpouſale. 35 


Miſtakes new-cov'nant fruits for fed'ral terms. 


Mens vain attempt to ſecꝶ LIFE by Cnxisr” 3 righ- | 
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Thus maugre all the light the goſpel gives, 
Unto her nat' ral conſort fondly cleaves. 
Though mercy {et the royal match in view, 
| She's loth to bid her ancient mate adieu. 
When light of ſcripture, reaſon; common ſenſe, 
Can hardly mortify her vain nee 
To legal righteouſneſs ; yet if at laſt 
Her conſcience rouſ'd begins to ſtand a; ghaſt, 
Preſs: d with the dread of hell, ſhell hi patch 
And halve a bargain with the proffer'd match; 

In hopes his help, together with her own, 

Will turn to peaceful ſmiles the wrathful frown. 
Though grace the riſing Sun delightf: al ſings, 
With full ſalvation in his golden wings. 

And righteouſneſs complete; the fai thleſs foul, 
Receiving half the light, rejects the whole; 

Re vol ves the ſacred page, but reads purblind 
The goſpel-meſſage with the legal mind, 
Men dream their ſtate, ah! too, too lightly 
Needs only be amended, not renew · d; [view | 
Scorn to be wholly debtors unto grace, 7 
Hopeful their works may meliorate their caſe. 
They fancy preſent prayers, and future pains, 
Will for their former failings make amends : 
_ To legal yokes they bow their ſervile necks 
And, leaſt foul ſlips their falſe repoſe perplex, 
Think Jefus' merits make up all defects. 
They patch his glorious robe with filthy i rags, 
And burn but incenſe to their proper drags 17 
Diſdain to uſe his righteouſneſs Wn 
But as an aiding ſtirr:p to mount her | own; 
Thus in Chriſt's room his rival ſelf enthrone, 
And vainly would, dreſs'd up in legal trim, 
Divide falvation *tween themſelves and hum, 

e Hab. i. 10. 5 
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But know, vain man, that to his ſhare muſt fall 
The glory of the whole, or none at all. 

In him all wiſdom*s hidden treaſures lie x, 

And all the fullneſs of the Deity F. 

This ſtore alone, immenſe, and never ſpent, 
Might poor inſolvent debtors woll content; 
But to hell- priſon juſtly heay'n will doom 
Proud fools that on her petty ſtock preſume. 
The ſofteſt couch that gilded nature knows, 
Can give the weaken'd conſcience no repoſe. | 


| Beneath the terror of his lifted hand! 
Our ſafety lies beyond the nat“ ral line, 
Beneath a purple covert all divine. 
Vet how is precious Chriſt, the way, aa 
And high the way of life by doing priz d 
But can its vot*ries all its levy ſhow? 


| hy by the law in part would fave his foul, 
Becomes a debtor to fulfil the whole . 
4 e's pris*ner he remains, and without bail, 
Till ev'ry mite be paid; and if he fail, 

As ſure he muſt, fince, 'by our ſinful breach, 
i i erfection far ſurmounts all mortal reach), 
Then curs'd for ever muſt its ſoul remain: 
And all the folk of God muſt ſay, Aux 9. 
hy, ſeeking that the law ſhould help LEN 
In honouring the law, he-ſlights its Lord. 
Tho gives its law fulfilling rigfteouſneſs 
To be the naked ſinner's perfect dreſs, 
In which he might with ſpotleſs P ſhine 
Before the face of majeſty divine: | 
Yet, Io! the ſinner works with mig hty pains * 
\ garment of his own to hide his f 3 
2 ii. 3. Col. ii. 9 7 BE v. 3˙ Deu. xvii. 1 26. 
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When God arraigns, what mortal pow'r can 


[ftand 


They prize it moſt, who leaft its burden know: 
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X 38 __  GosPEL SONNETS. a Part l. 
Ungrateful, overlooks the gifts of God, © 


The robe wrought by his hand, dy*d in his blood. 
In vain the Son of God this web did weave, 


Could our vile rags ſufficient ſhelter give: : 


In vain he ev' ry thread of it did draw, 
Could ſinners be ofermantled by the law. 
Can men's ſalvation on their works be built, 
Whoſe faireſt actions nothing are but guilt: 


Or can the law fuppreſs-th* avenging flame, 
When now its only office is to damn? 


Did life come by the law in part or whole, 
Bleſt Jeſus dy*d in vain 10 fave a ſoul.” 
Thole then who life by legal means expect, 
To them is Chriſt become of no effect ;* 
Becauſe their legal mixtures do in face 
Wiſdom's grand project plainly counteract. 


How cloſe proud carnal reaſonings Ce 
Io fruſtrate ſov*freign grace's great deſign? 


Man's heart by nature weds the law alone, 

Nor will another paramour enthrone, N 
True, many ſeem by courſe of life profane, 

No favour fr the law to entertain: 

But break the bands, and caft the 8 away, 


That would their raging luſts and paſſions ſtay. 


Yet even this reigning madneſs 'may declare, 
How ſtrictly wedded to the law they are; 


Hopeleſs to pay law. debt, they give it ofer, 
Like deſp'*rite debtors mad, ſtill run them- 5 
ſelves in more. 15 


Deſpair of ſucceſs ſhews their "WO one, | 


Till legal hopes are parchd in luſtful fires. 


Let's give, fay they, ourlawleſs will free * 


And live at random, Tor there is no Hape f. 


* Gal. i 15 21.3 Fe - 2. 4 "MP Jer. viii. 12. 
/ - 
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Chap. II. The Believer's Eſpouſuls. - + 


The law, that can't them help, they ſtab with - 


Yet ſcorn to beg, or court another mate. [hate, 
Here luſts moſt oppoſite their hearts divide, 
Their beaſtly paſſion, and their bankrupt pride. 
la paſſion they their native mate deface, ,, - 
In pride diſdain to be oblig'd to grace. 
Hence plainly as a rule gainſt law they live, 
| Yet cloſely to it as a cov'nant cleave. 
Thus legal pride lies hide beneath the patch; 
And-firong aer to the golpel- match. 


CHAP, II. 


1 he manner of a ſinner's divorce "Re the law in 
a work of humiliation, and of hib marriage to 
the Lord Jzsus Cars ; or, the way how 
a finner comes to be a believer. 


ee 4 
o- a LAW-WORK, andthe erer of kegel grids 
under u. 


0 EP the bride, ſo back wardly diſpos'd 
How then ſhall eber the happy match be 

eie 

Kind grace the tumults of her heart muſt ell 

And draw her heav'nward by the gates of hell. 

| The Bridegroom's Father makes, by*s holy Sp'rit, 

His ſtern command with her ff conſcience : 

TRE 

To daſh her pride, and ſhow: her utmoſt need. 

Purſues for double debt with awful dread. 

He makes her former huſband's frightful "FY 

8 Appear and damn her, as a bankrupt Joſt ;- 
| With' curſes, threats, and Sinai thunder claps 

| Her 1 tower of logal Pos ſaps. 
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of Gos EL SONNETS. Parte I. 
Theſe humbling ſtorms, in high or low degrees, 
Heavyin's' Majeſty will meaſure as he „ ; 


But ſtill he makes the fiery law at leaft 
Pronounce its awful ſentence in her Dent, 


Till through the lar convict of being loſt, 


She hopeleſs 30 the law gives up the ghoſt: 


Which now in rigour comes full debt to crave 
And in cloſe priſon caſt; but not to ſave. 

For now *tis weak and can't ( n our de- 
Its greateſt votaries to life exalt. fault) 


But well it can command with fire and flame, 8 


And to the loweſt pit of ruin damn. 
Thus doth it, by commiſſion from Feet | 


Deal with the bride, whenheav'n would court = 4 


Lo! now ſhe ftartles at the Sinai trump, Love. 
Which throws her ſoul into a difmal POR. 


Conſcious another huſband ſhe muſt have, 
Elſe lie for ever in deftruQion's grave. 
While in conviRtion's jail ſhe's thus inclos d, 
Glad news are heard, the royal Mate's — | 


And now the bornfilt bride's inverted ſtir 


Is racking fear, he ſcorns to match with her. 


She dreads his fury, and deſpairs that he 
Will ever wed ſo vile a wretch as ſhe. 
And here the legal humour ftirs again 
To her prodigious loſs, and grievous pain: 
For when the Prince preſents imſelf to be 


Her huſband, then ſhe deems: Ah! is not he 
Too fair a match for ſuch a filthy bride? f 


Unconſcious that the thought bewrays her pride, 


Evin pride of merit, pride of righteouſneſs, 


Expecting heav'n ſhould love her for her dreſs; 


_ Unmindful how the fall her face did ſtain, 


And made her but a black JRIOVELY, ſwain 1 
* Gal. ii. 19. 
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Chap. II. The Believer's 1 ab. 95 1 
Her whole inal beauty quit defacd | 
| And to the rank of fiends her form debas*d ; 
Without disfigur'd, and defil'd within, 
Uncapable of any thing but ſin. 
Heav'n courts not any for her comely face, | 
But for the glorious praiſe of ſoy'reign grace, C 
| Elſe neter had courted one of Adam's race, 5 
Which all his children of corruption be, 
Heirs rightful of immortal miſery. 
Yet here the pride employs her fooliſh wit, 
For this bright match her ugly form to ft” 5 
To daub her features oer with legal paint, 
That with a grace ſhe may herſelf preſent. 
Hopeful the prince with credit might her wed,. | 
If once her comely qualities ſhe had. hy 
In humble pride, her haughty ſpirit flags; ; 
She cannot think of coming all in rags. 
Where ſhe a humble, faithful penitent, tent. ; 
She dreams hed then. contract with full; con- 
Baſe varlet! thinks ſhe'd be a match: Fer him, 
Did ſhe but deck herſelf in handſomę trim. 
Ah! fooliſh thoughts ! in legal deep that plod, 
Ah! forry notions of a ſov'reign God! 
Will God expoſe his great, his glorious long. 
For our vile baggage to be ſold and wo 
Should ſinful modeſty the match — | 
ntil its garb be brifk and ſuperſin em: 
Alas! when ſhould we ſee the marriage 451 A v5 
he happy bargairf muſt flee up for: ay. | 
Preſumptuous ſouls in ſurly modefty,. 
0 alf. ſaviours themſelves would fondly r 
Then hopeful ths other half their "va will 14 
13 Wan to wr in N debt for * 
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42 SosrEIL Sonnets, Part I. 
Vainly the firſt would waſh themſelves, and then 


Till fov'reign grace the ſullen bride ſhall catch. 
Shell never fit herſelf for ſuch a match. : 
And, ere the bride can drink ſalvation's cup, 


For no decorum efer about her found, 
Is fhe belov*d ; but on a nobler ground. _ 


Nor muſt his creature challenge his decree ; 22 


Whoſe. ways are ſearchleſs, and his Wend 


Black hatred for his offer d loye repays, 


. 


x 
— — 4 * — 


7 RY 
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Addreſs the fountain to be waſh*d: more clean; : 


Firſt heal themſelves, and then expect the balm: 
Ah! many ſlightly cure their ſudden qualm. 


They heal: their conſcience with a tear or pray'r; 
And ſeek no other Chrift, but periſh there. | 
O finner ! ſearch the houſe and ſeek the I; 4 


That ſpoils thy Seviour's crown, thy ſouls re. 


They bid, but heinous fin of unbelief. [lief 
Who can poſſeſs a quality that's good, 

Till firſt he come to Jeſus cleakng blood? 
The pow'r that draws the bride, will alſo ſhew | 
Unto, her by the way her helliſh hue, | | j 
As void of ev* 'Ty virtue to commend, > 
And full of ev'ry vice that will offend. 


Moſt qualifid they are in heav'n to dwell, . 
Who ſee themſelyes moſt qualifi- d for hell ; 


Kind Heav'n muſt reach to hell and left her up: 


J=novan's love is like his nature free, 
But low at ſoy'reign grace's footſtool creep, 


| deep. 15 
Yet grace's ſuit meets with Saler rude "| 
From haughty fouls; for lake of innate good - | 
To recommend them Thus the backward bride b 
Affronts her ſuitor with her modeſt pride. [ 


Pride under maſk of e diſplays: ES 


1 . 
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6 
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In part would ſave herſelf; hence, ſaucy foul? 
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SECT: II. 


conviction my SIN and WRATH, carried on more 
_ deepiy and effeftually on the heart. 


10 proudly forward i is the bride, and now | 
Stern Heav'n "begins to ſtare with cloudier 
brow ; 3 > 


To ſcorch her conſcience with a fiery ſhow'r. 
And more refulgent flaſhes darted in; * | 
For by the law the knowledge is of fin *. 
Black Sinai thrund'ring louder than before, 
Does awful in her lofty boſom, roar. [airth +, 
Heav'n's furious ſtorms now riſe. from ev'ry 
In ways more terrible to ſhake the earth 5. 
Till haughtineſs of men be ſunk thereby, 
That Chriſt alone may be exalted high. | 
Now ſtable earth ſeems from her centre toſt, 
And lofty mountains in the ocean loſt. | 
Hard rocks of flint, and haughty hills of pride, 
Are ton in pieces by the roaring tide. 
| Each flaſh of new convictions lucid rays © 
Heart-errors, undiſcern'd*till now, diſplays : + 
Wrath's maſſy cloud upon the conſcience breaks, 
And thus menacing Heav'n, in thunder ſpeaks; 
Black wretch, thou madly under foot haſt trode 
The authority of a commanding God ; Rk 
Thou, like thy kindred that in Adam fell, 
Art but a law. reverſing lump of hell, + 
And there by la and juſtice doom d to dwell. 9 I 
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5 N tha dene Mate would fave in whole. 


Law-curſes come with more Sidenheitvie" pow'r, 


Rom. iii. 20. + Wind, or r quarter, + Ifae ü. 1. 17, 19. 
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Sees now her ſinful, miſerable ſtate. [to dwell, 


44 GosrEIL SoNNETS. a, Part IJ. 
Now, now, the daunted bride her ftate bewails, 1 


And downward furls her ſelf-exalting ſails; 
With pungent fear, and piercing terror brought 
To mortify her lofty legal thought. | 
Why, the commandment comes, fin is reviv'd *, 
That lay ſo hid, while to the law ſhe liv'd; - 
Infinite majeſty i in God is then, 
And infinite malignity in fin ; 
That to its expiation muſt amount, 
A ſacrifice of infinite account, 

uſtice its dire ſeverity diſplays, 

he law its vaſt dimenſions open lays. 
She ſees for this broad ſtandard nothing meet, 
Save an obedience ſinleſs and complete. 
Her cob-web righteouſneſs, once in renown, 
Is with-a happy vengeance now ſwept down. 
She who of daily faults could once but prate, _ 


Her heart, where once ſhe thought ſome good 
The devil's cab*net fill'd with traſh of hell. 

Her boaſted features now unmaſked bare, 
Her vaunted hopes ate plung'd in deep deſpair. 
Her haunted. ſhelter-houſe in bypaſt years, 
Comes tumbling down about her frighted ears, 
Her former rotten faith, love, penitence, 

She ſees a bowing wall, and tott'ring. fence. 
Excellencies of thought, and word and deed, 
All ſwimming, drowning in a ſea of dread ; 

Her beauty, now deformity ſhe deems, 
Her heart much blacker than the devil ſeems. = i) 
With ready lips ſthe can herſelf declare 1705 . 
The vileſt ever breath'd in vital air. = 
Her former hopes, as refuges of lies h 


3——— 


Are ſw ept away, and all her boaſting dies, MA 


| A Rom. vii. 9. BF 


— 


She once imagin- d Heav'n would be un juſt 

To damn ſo many lumps of human duſt, 
Form'd by himſelf ; but now ſhe owns it true, 
Damnation ſurely is the ſinner's due: 

Yea, now applauds the Jaws juſt doom ſo well, 
That juſtly ſhe condemns herſelf to hell ; 

Does herein divine equity acquit, 

Herſelf adjudging to the loweſt pit. | 

Her language, Oh! if God emer I muſt 
From bottom of my ſoul declare him juſt. 

« But if his great ſalvation me embrace, 

How loudly will I fing ſurpriſing grace; 

* If from the pit he to the throne me raiſe, 
I-II rival angels in his endleſs praiſe. 

If hell-deſerving me to heay*n he hs 

* No heart fo glad, no tongue ſo loud ſhail ſing, 
If wiſdom has not laid the ſaving plan, 
I nothing bave to claim, I nothing can. 

* My works but fin, my merit death I ſee ; 
Oh! mercy, mercy, mercy ! pity me.” 

Thus all ſelf-juſtifying pleas are dropp'd, - 
Moſt guilty ſhe becomes, her mouth is ſtopp'd. 
Pungent remorſe does her paſt conduct blame, 
And fluſh her conſcious cheek with ſpreading 
Her ſelf-conceited heart is ſelf. convict _ 
With barbed arrows of compunction prick'd: 
Wonders, how juſtice ſpares her vital breath, 
How patient Heay'n adjourns the day of wrath: 
How pliant earth does not with open Jaws 
Devour her, Korah-like, for equal cauſe; 

How yawning hell, that gapes for ſuch a prey, 
Ws fruſtrate with a further hour's delay. 

She that could once her mighty works exalt, 
And boaſt devotion fram'd without a fault, 
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46 Gon. SONNETS. Part I. 


Extol her nat*ral pow'rs, is now brought down, 
Her former madneſs, not her pow'rs, to own. 
Her preſent beggar'd ſtate, moſt void of ee 
Unable even to wall her woful caſe, 

uite pow'rleſs to believe, repent, or pray; 
| Thus pride of duties flies and dies away. 
She, like a harden'd wretch, a ſtupid ſtone, 
Lies in the dus, and cnes, Undone, Undone ! 


n 


The deeply humbled ſoul RELIEVED With ame . 
m. diſcoveries CnRISH the Redeemer. 


HEN thus the wounded bride perceives 


bf 


full well | 
Herſelf the vileſt finner out of hell, 
The blackeſt monſter in the univerſe ; 5 
Penſive if clouds of wo ſhall eter diſperſe. 
When in her breaſt Heay* n's wrath ſo fiercely 
ROWS. 
Twixt fear and guil her bones have no repoſe. 
When flowing billows of amazing dread 
Swell to a deluge ofer her ſinking head; 
When nothing in her heart is found to dwell, 
But horrid Atheiſm, enmity, and hell; 
When endleſs death and ruin ſeems at hand, 
And yet ſhe cannot for her ſoul command BF 
A figh to eaſe it, or a gracious thought, bought. 
Though Heav'n could at this petty rate be 
When darkneſs and confuſion overcloul, 
And unto black deſpair temptations croud; 8 
When wholly without ſtrength to move or ſtir, 4 
And not a ſtar appears by night to her: Flog 
But ſhe, while to the brim her troubles flow, 
Stands, trembling on the utmoſt brink of wo. 


— 


. Chap. I. The Believer*s Efpouſals, 417 
Ah! weary caſe! But lo! in this ſad plight 
ne ſun ariſes with ſurpriſing light. 

The darkeſt midnight is his uſual time. 

Of rifing and appearing in his prime. 214. 
To ſhew the hills from whence ſalvation ſprings, 
And chaſe the gloomy ſhades with golden wings, 
The glorious Huſband now unvails his face, 
And ſhews his glory full of truth and grace * : 
Preſents unto the bride, in that dark hour, 
Himſelf a Saviour, both by price and pow'r : 
A mighty helper to redeem the loſt, 

WRelieve and ranſom to the uttermoſt , 

Io ſeek the vagrant ſheep to deſerts driven, 

4 And fave from loweſt hell to higheſt heav'n. 
1 er doleful caſe he ſees, his bowels move, 

\ nd makes her time of need his zime of love #3 , 
1 He ſhews, to prove himſelf her mighty ſhield, 9 
1 is name is JESUS, by his Father ſeal'd || : F 
WA name with attributes engrav'd within, ; 
o ſave from ev* ry attribute of fin. 
With wi/dom ſin's great folly w expoſe, 
and righteoufneſs its chain of guilt to looſe, 
| Þ anftificationto ſubdue its ſway, 
Redemption all its woful brood to ſlay 5. „ 
5 ach golden letter of his glorious name 
bh ears full deliv'rance both from ſin and ſhame. 1 
ea, not pri vation bear from ſin and wo, 1 
== But thence all poſitive ſalvations flow, ; | | ; 


1 


| ® Lo make her wie, ju/t, boly, happy too. ii 
Ne now appears a match exactly meet i| 
Jo make her ev'ry way in him complete, 1 
„ Ws v whom the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells C,. 1 
hat ſhe may boaſt in him, and nothing elſe. if 

5 44 9 John i i. 14. '+ Heb. vii. 25. . Ezek. xvi. 6, 8. 1 
* [4 Matt. i. 21. * 1 Cor. i. 9 J Col. ii. 9, 19. A 
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The tow'r of tott' ring pride thus batter'd down, 
The law's ſharp plough tears MP. the fallow 4< 


Hence now the once nao bride* 8 inclin'd 


48 _ . GosPEL SoNNETs. Part J. 
In goſpel lines ſhe now perceives the daun 
Of Jeſus* love with bloody pencil drawn ; - 
How God in him is infinitely pleas'd, _ 
And heav'n's avenging fury whole appeas d: 
Lay-precepts magnify d by her belov'd, 

And ev'ry let to ſtop the match remov'd. 
Now in her view her priſon gates break ope, 
Wide to the walls flies up the door of hope ; 
And now ſhe ſees with pleaſure unexpres*'d 
For ſhatter d barks a happy ſhore of Toe. 


SECT. IV. ine 

The working of the Spirit of faith in FP eparating the | 5 

Heart from all ſelf-rigbteouſneſs, and dr awing out 
its conſent to, and deſire or CariIsT alone and lt 

—_ 1 
HE bride at Sinai little do. 1 * | 95 


Hou theſe law humblings were deſign- d 
for good, | 
T. enhance the value of her huſband's blood 4 


Makes way for Chriſt alone to wear the crown, 2 
Conviction's arrows pierc'd her heart, that ſo 
The blood from his plerc'd heart, to hers might 


ground, 
Where not a grain of grace was s to be ag 
Till ſtraight perhaps behind the-plow is ſown 
The hidden ſeed of faith, as yet unknown. 


To give the goſpel an afſenting mind, 
Diſpos'd to take, would grace the power impart, 
Heav 's offer with a * conſenting heart. 


And ſhews his loving heart todraw the bride's; 
Though oft in clouds his drawing power he 


His love in gracious ers to her bears, 

In kindly anſwers to her doubts and fears, | 
Reſolving all objections more or leſs 
From former ſins, or preſent worthleſſneſs. 
Perſuades her mind of's conjugal conſent, 
And then impow'rs her heart to ſay, Content. 
Content to be divorced from the law, 
No more the yoke of legal terms to draw. 
Content that he diſſolve the former match, 
*S And to himſelf alone her heart attach. , 
Hontent to join with Chriſt at any rate, 
und wed him as her everlaſting mate. 
ontent that he ſhould ever wear the bays, 


F 15 ere ſhe a peremptory mind diſplays, 
hat he do all the work, get all the praiſe. 


ſ AC ontent entirely to be ſav'd by grace. 

Ihe owns that her damnation juſt would be, 
Ind therefore her ſalvation muſt be free: 
That nothing being hers but fin and thrall, 

0 4 he muſt be debtor unto grace for all. 
Hence comes ſhe to him in her naked caſe; 
o be inveſted with his righteouſneſs. 

8 e comes, as guzty, to a pardon free; 

1 s vile and filthy, to a CARY lea, 


Chap. II. 7 The Believer*s Eſpouſals. N 49 


His Spirit in the goſpel chariot rides, | 


F 5 


e vr Den 


nd of her whole ſalvation have the praiſe. 

| 5 ontent that he ſhould riſe, though he ſhould 
| 1 And to be nothing, that he may be all. tall, 
„ ontent that he, becauſe ſhe nought can do, 


T o for her all 1. work, and in her too. 18 


MA nd now ſhe is, which neter till now took place, | 
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To this Phyſician of eternal worth. 
She ſpreads before his throne her filthy ſore; 


50 GospEL Sonnets. | Part J. 
As poor and empty, to the richeſt ſtock ; 


As weak and feeble, to the ftrongeſt rock : 
As periſhing, unto a ſhield from thrall; 


As worſe than nothing, toan all in all. 
She as a blinded. mole, an ign'rant fool, 


Comes for inſtruction to the prophet*s ſchool. 
She, with a hell-deſerving conſcious breaft, 
Flees for atonement to the worthy Pr igſt. 
She, as a ſlave to ſin and Satan, wings 

Her flight for help unto the King of kings. 
She all her maladies and plagues brings. forth 


A 


And lays her broken bones down at his door. 
No mite ſhe has to buy a crumb of bliſs, 

And therefore comes impov'riſhed, as the i IS. 
Ly fin and Satan of all good bereft, 

Comes een as bare as they her ſoul have left. 


To ſenſe, as free of holineſs within, 
As Chriſt, the K 77 Lamb, was free of lin. 


She comes by faith, true; but it ſhews her want, 
And brings her as a ſinner, not a ſaint ; 

A wretched ſinner flying for her good _ 
To juſtifiying, ſanctifying blood. [vaunts, 
Strong faith no ſtrength, nor power of acting, 177 


But acts in ſenſe of weakneſs and of wants. 


Terms and conditions of relief from thrall; 


Drain'd now of ev'ry thing that men may call I 85 * 


Except this one, that Jeſus be her all. 


When to the bride he gives eſpbuſing faith, 
It finds her under ſin, and guilt, and wrath, 


And makes her as a plagued wretch to fall 


At Jeſus* foot: ſtool for the cure of all. 
Fer whole ſalvation now in him ſhe ſee ks, 


And * thus in ſecret ſpeaks : : 


o 


o 


16 


. 


Chap. III. The Believer's Eſponſalr. 52 


Lo! all my burdens may in him be eas'd; 


© The juſtice I offended he has pleas'd ; 


The bliſs that J have forfeit he procur'd . 
The curſe that I deſerved he endur'd; 


The law that I have broken he obey'd ; 


The debt that I contracted he has paid : 
And though a match unfit for him I be, 
L find him ev'ry way molt fit for me. [part, 


Sweet Lord, I think, would thou thyſelf im- 


Pd welcome thee with open hand and heart. 
But thou that ſav'ſt by price muſt fave by 


. Mo ſend thy ſpirit in a firey ſhow'r, [pow'r ; 


This cold and frozen heart.of mine to thaw, 


nat nought, ſave cords of burning love, can 


draw. 


0 draw me, Lord, then will I run to thee, 


And glad into thy glowing boſom flee.. 

I own myſelf a mals of fin and hell, 

A brat at can do nothing but rebel : 
But d thou not, as ſacred pages ſhew®, 
(When riſing up to ſpoil the helliſh- crew, 
That had by thouſands, ſinners captive made, 


And hadſt in conquering chains them captive. 
Y Get donatives, not for 55 9 proper gain, fled) 
WK Cit ropal bounties of rebellious men, 

= CG, graces, end the [p3rit without bounds, 
e- God's new houſe with mam on firmer grounds? 


O then let me a rebel now come ſpeed, 


Ihe holy Spirit is the gift I need. 

is Pregious graces too, the glorious grant, 
Nou kindly promiſd, and I greatly want, 
Thou art exalted to the bighelt place, 

1 | {0 five r Cpent ance forth, and evry grace . 


* Pfal. Ixviii. 18. A 
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5 
* Q giver of ſpiritual life and breath, 


* The author and the finiſher of faith k: 


Thou huſband-like mutt ev'ry thing provide, 


If e- er the like of me become my bride.” 


3: 5 S * 


Faith's view of the freedom of grace, cordial 
renunciution of all its own ragged righteouſneſs, 
and former acceptance of. and cling with the | 


Het ſon of glorious CHRIST. [ 


f f "HE bride with open eyes, that once were dim, 
Sees now her whole ſalvation lies in him; 


The Prince, who is not in diſpenſing nice, 


But freely gives without her pains or price. 


This magnifies the wonder in her eye, 1 
Who not a farthing has where with to buy; 


For now her humbled mind can diſavow - 
Her boaſting beauty and aſſuming brow; 
With conſcious eye diſcern her emptineſs, 
With candid lips her poverty confeſs. 
O glory to the Lord, that grace is free, 
* Elie never would it light on guilty me. 


I nothing have with me to be its price, 


© But helliſh blackneſs, enmity, and vice.” 


In former times ſhe durſt preſuming come 


To grace's market with a petty ſum 
Of duties, prayers, tears, a boaſted ſet, 


Expecting heav'n would thus be in her debt. 8 
Theſe were the price, at leaſt ſhe did ſuppoſe 


She'd be the welcomer becauſe of thoſe : 
But now ſhe ſees the vileneſs of her vogue, 


3 25 dung that cloſe doth ev ry duty clog ; 


X: Heb. Xii. 2. 


32 >GoSPEL SONNETS. | Part I. 


Chap. IJ. The Believer's Fſpouſals. 83 
The fin that doth her holineſs reprove, 

The enmity that cloſe attends her love; 
The great heart-hardneſs of her penitence, 
The ſtupid dulneſs of her vaunted ſenſe ;. 
The unbelief of former blazed faith, 

The utter nothingneſs of all ſhe hath. 

The blackneſs of her beauty ſlie can ſee, 
The pompous pride of ftrain'd humility, 
The naughtineſs of all her tears and pray'rs, 
And now renounces all his worthleſs wares; 
And finding nothing to commend herſelf, 


t fov'rejign grace's feet does proſtrate fall, 
WContent to be in Jeſus“ debt for all. 

ler noiſed virtues vaniſh out of fight, 

s ſtarry tapers at meridian light; 

92 hile ſweetly, humbly, ſhe beholds at length 
hriſt, as her only righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
He with the view throws down his loving dart, 
I with pow'r into her tender heart. 

The deeper that the law's fierce dart was thrown, . 
. "3 "he deeper now the dart of love goes down: 
Mience ſweetly pain'd her cries to heav'n do flee; 
O none but Jeſus, none but Chrift for me: 
O glorious Chriſt, O beauty, beauty rare! 
Ten thouſand thouſand heav'ns are not ſo fair, 
ln him at once all beauties meet and ſhine, -- 
he white and ruddy, human and divine, | 
As in his low, he's in hrs high abode. 
The brighteſt image of the unſeen God“. 

7 How juftly do the harpers ling above, 
His doing, dying, riſing, reigning love! 
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Hoy juſtly does he, when his work is done, 
Poſſeſs the centre af his Father s throne? 
* How juſtly does his awful throne before, 
* Seraphic armies proſtrate him adore; 
That's both by nature and donation crown'd, 
With all the grandeur of the Godhead round? 
But wilt thou, Lord in very deed come dwell 
With me, that was a burning brand of hell? 
< 'With me ſo juſtly, reckon*d worſe and leſs 
Than inſect, mite, or atom can expreſs ? 
« Wilc thou debaſe thy high imperial form, | 
To match with ſuch a mortal, crawling worm? 
« Yea, ſure thine errand to our earthly coaſt, MY 
« Was i in deep love to ſeek and ave the ltr; 
And ſince thou deign'ſt the like of me to wed, 
O come and make my heart thy marriage-bed. 
Fair Jeſus, wilt thou marry filthy me'? Er 
Amen, Amen, Amen; ſo let it be. = 


CHAP. III. 
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Ihe Fxurrs of the Believer's Marriage with 
WH CurI1sT, particularly goſpel holineſs and obe- 
| dience to the law as a rule. =” 


„ 8 
The ſweet ſolemnity of the marriage now over, and 
the Jad effects of the remains of a legal ſpirit 15 


HE match is made, with little din tis done, 5 

But with great power, unequal prizes won. 
The Lamb has fairly won his worthleſs bride ; 
She her great Lord, and all his ſtore beſide. 
He made the pooreſt bargain, tho* moſt wiſe; *M 
And ſhe, the fool has won the worthy prize, 
| + Luke xix. 10. 


a © 


Deep floods of everlaiting love and grace, 
That under ground ran an eternal ſpace, 
Now riſe aloft bove banks of fin and hell, 
And ofer the tops of maſſy mountains ſwell. 
In ftreams of blood are tow'rs of guilt oferflown, 
Down with the rapid purple current thrown. 
The bride now as her all can Jeſus own, 
And proſtrate at his fooſtool caſt her crown, 
Diſclaiming all her former groundleſs hope, 
While in the dark her ſoul did weary grope. 
BW Down tumble all the hills of ſelf. conceit, 
In him alone ſhe ſees herſelf complete; 
Does his fair perſon with fond arms embrace, 
And all her hopes on his full merit place; 


No hope, no expectation from the law. 

= Though thus her new created nature ſoars, 

And livesaloft on Jefus* heav'nly ſtores ; 

= Yet apt to ſtray, her old adultfrous heart 

Pott takes her old renounced huſband's part: 

A legal cov'nant is fo deep ingrain'd, 

0 4 8 the human nature laps'd and ſtain. d, 

That, till her ſpirit mount the pureſt clime, 

she's never totally divorc'd in time. 

Hd in her corrupt part's proud boſom lurks 

Some hope of lite ſtill by the law of works. 
Hence flow the following evils more or leſs ; 

Preferring oft her partial holy dreſs, 


1— 


1 Hence joying more in grace already givin 
L 4 han in her Head and ſtock. that's all in heay*n. 


Fr han of himſelf the ring of all lolace, — 
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A Diſcard her former mate, and henceforth draw 


Before her huſband's perfect righteouſneſs ; | 


Hence grieving more the want of frames and 
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Whileto the law her rents inſolvent fail, [batl. 
And yet herfaithleſs heart rejects her hufband's 
Hence foul diſorders riſe, and racking fears, 


While doubtful of his clearing paſt arrears; 


Vain dreaming, fince her own obedience fails, 
His likewiſe little for her help avails. 
Hence duties are a taſk, while all in view 
Is heavy yokes of laws, or old or new: 
Whereas, were once her legal bias broke, 
She'd find her Lord's commands an eaſy yoke. 
No galling precepts on her neck he lays, | 
Nor any debt demands, fave what he pays 
By promis'd aid; but, lo! the grievous law, 


Demanding brick, won't aid her with a ſtraw. 
Hence allo fretful, grudging, diſcontent, N 


Crav'd by the law, finding her treaſure ſpent, 
And doubting if her Lord will pay the rent. 
Hence pride of duties too does often ſwell, 
Preſuming ſhe perform'd fo very well. 
Hence pride of graces and inherent worth 
Springs from her corrupt legal bias forth ; 


And boaſting more a preſent with*ring frame, 


Than her exalted Lord's unfading name. 

Hence many falls and plunges in the mire, 
As many new converſions do require : 
Becauſe her taithleſs heart ſad follies breed, 
Much lewd departure from her living Head, 
Who, to reprove her aggravated crimes, FR 
Leaves her abandon'd to herſelf at times; 
That, falling into frightful deeps, ſhe may 
From ſad experience learn more ſtreſs to lay, 
Not on her native efforts, but at length 


) 


Part. I. 
Hence guilt her ſoul impriſons, luſts Prevail, | 


On Chriſt alone, her righteouſneſs and ſtrength :. 
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Conſcious, while in her works ihe ſ-eks repole, 
Her legal ſpirit breeds her many woes. 


5 90 SECT. II. 


F. it's vidories over fin and Satan, through new 
and farther diſcoveries of Cuklsr, making be- 
lievers more fruitful in holineſs than all other 
ee to Works. _ 


1 the fray; - 

yg Hell powers ſtill puſh the bride the legal way. 

85 So hot the war, her life's a troubled flood, 

1 A field of battle, and a ſcene of blood. 

But he that once commenc'd the work in her, 

WW boſe working fingers drop the ſweeteſt myrrh, 

Nn {till advance it by alluring force, ¶ vorce: 

And, from her ancient mate, more clean di- 

* WSince tis her antiquated ſpouſe the law, 

The ſtrength of fin and hell did on her draw. 

1 Piece- meal ſhe finds hell's mighty force abate, 
By new recruits from her almighty” Mate. 

| mY 'Treſh armour tent from grace's magazine, 

1 Makes her proclaim eternal war with ſin. 

WW! he ſhield of faith, dipt in the Surety's blood, 

% Drowns fiery darts, as in a crimſon flood. | 

; + The Captain's ruddy banner, lifted high, 

= lakes bell retire, and all. the furies fly. 

1 Nea, of his glory every recent glance 

. lakes ſin decay, and holineſs advance. 

kindneſs therefore does her heav'nly Lord 

Nene wd diſcov'ries of his love afford, 

5 5 hat her enamour'd foul, may with the view, 

e caſt into his 5 mould anew ; - 
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HE goſpel- path leads heav'n-ward; hence 
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Before this happy marriage be made good. 
on tis not ſtrange ; for, om a corrupt tree 
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Brings forth moſt precious aromatic fruit. 


Her fruitful womb ir like a beap of wheat, 


When dead unto the law through Feſis* death | i, 8 
And matcl*#d with hint, bears to her God and Lord $0 
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Her work is now her deareft Lord to pleaſe, 
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58 GOSPEL SONNETS. 4 Part 1, 
For when he manifeſts his glorious grace, 

The charming iavour of his ſmiling face, 

Into his image fair transforms her ſoul*, 

And wafts her upward to the heav'nly pole, 
From glory unto glory by degrees, : 
Till viſion and fruition ſhall ſuffice. 

And thus in holy beauty Jeſus* bride 

Shines far beyond the painted ſons of pride, 
Vain merit-vouchers, and their ſubtile apes, 
In all their moſt reſin%d, deluſive ſhapes. 

No lawful child is ere. the marriage born; 
Though therefore virtues feign'd their life a adorn. 
The fruit they bear is but a ſpurious brood, 


No fruit divinely good productd con beh. 
But. 15: the bride, graft in the living Root, 


When hernew heartand her new Huſband meet, 


Beſet with fragrant lilies round about}, | 9 
All divine graces, in a comely root, 5 
Burning within, and ſhining bright without. 
And thus the bride, as ſacred feripture Lith, 


Accepted fruit, with incenſo pure. decor d. 
Freed from law- debt, and bleſt with goſpel cafe, 


By living on him as her ample ſtock, 
And leaning to him as her potent rock. Mo. 
The fruit, that each law-wedded mortal brings 
To felt accreſces, as from ſelf it ſprings. 28 
r. UL. 18. + Matt. vii. 17, 18. + Cant. vii. 2. "Th 
| Rom, vii. 4. ol 


So baſe a riſe muſt have a baſe recourſe, 
The ſtream can mount no higher than its ſource. 
But Jeſus can his bride's ſweet fruit commend. 


As brought from him the root, -to him the end. 


She does by ſuch an offspring him avow 

To be her ALpya and OMEGA too. 

The work and warfare he begins, he crowns, 
Though maugre various conflicts, up and e 
Thus through the darkſome vale ſhe makes her 
| Until the morning-dawn of glory* 8 day. ; Day 


Y 2 8 ECT. HI. | 

i 270 ue ſaving faith magnifying the law, both as aco- 
my vcnant, and as a rule. F. ay 1 UN fruitful 
4 and r Vining. | 


Roud-nature may reject this coſpel:theme; 
And curle it as an Antinomian ſcheme. 

et ſlander bark, let envy grin and fight, 

The curſe that is ſo cauſeleſs ſhall not light“. 
f they that fain would make by holy force 

1 PTwixt ſinners and a law a clean divorce, 

And court the lamb a virgin chaſte to wife, 

| Fr Be charged as foes to holineſs of life, 

Woll may they ſuffer gladly on chis ſcore, 

A pottles great were ſo malign'd before. 

9 we make void the law through faith“ nay, 

We do it more fulfil and magnify _[whby, 

Than fiery ſeraphs can with holieſt flaſh ; 

\ vaunt, vain legaliſts, unworthy traſh. 


oY 


WF aith puts her Lamb's obedience in its hands; 
And when its threats guſh out a fiery flood. 
9 faith tops the current with her victim's blood. 


* Prov. XXvVi. 2 P 
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When as a cov'nant ſtern the law commands, 
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SGospEIL SoNNETSs. Part J. 


The law can crave no more, yet craves no leſs, 
Than active, paſſive, perfect ne 
Vet here is all, yea, more than its en. 

All render'd to it by a divine hand. 
Mankind is bound law-ſervice till to pay, 
Vea, angel-kind is alſo bound t* obey. 

It may by human and angelic blaze 

Have honour, but in finite partial ways. 

Theſe natures have its luſtre once defac'd, 
Twill be by part of both for ay diſgrac'd, 

Yet, had they all obſequious ſtood and true, 
They'd giv'n the law no more than homage due. 
But faith gives't honour yet more great, more 
The high, the humble ſervice of its God. [odd 

Again to view the holy law“s command, 

As lodged in a Mediator's hand; 

Faith gives it honour, as a rule of 150 ife, 0” 4 
And makes the bride the Lamb's obedient wife. 
Due homage to the law thoſe never did. 
To whom th* obedience pure of faith is hid. 
Faith works by love &, and purifies the heart To 
And truth advances in the inward part ; 

On carnal hearts impreſſes divine ſtamps, 

And ſully'd lives inverts to ſhining lamps. 
From Abram's ſeed that are moſt ſtrong in faith, 
The law moſt honour, God moſt glory hath. r 
But due reſpect to neither-can be found, ; 3 


Where unbelief neter got a mortal wound, 
To ſtill the virtue- vaunter's empty ſound, {/ 
Good works he boaſts, a path he never trode, 
Who is not yet the workmanſhip of God Þ, E 
In Feſus thereumto created new. ; I [ſhew. 
Nols'd woiks that ſpring not hence are but a 
_* Eph. ii. 10. F Gal. v. 9. . Eph. ii. 9. 1 


Chaps III. The Belever's Eſpouſals. 6 | 
True faith, that's of a noble divine race, | <>" Ml 
Is ſtill a holy ſanctifying grace: $ 
And greater honour to the law does 1 1 4 
| Than boaſters all that breathe the vital air. : 
Ev'n heathen morals vaſtly may outſhine 1 
The works that flow not from a faith divine. f 
Pretenſions high to faith a number have, "i 
But, ah! it is a faith that cannot ſave: . 1 
Me truſt, ſay they, in Chriſt, we hope in God + 
Nor bluſh. to blaze their rotten faith abroad. 
| Nor try the truſt of which. they make a ſheir, 
If of a ſaving or a damning hne. 
WThey own their fins are ill; true, but 'tis ad 
1 Pes never thought their faith and . were 
1 bad. 
ow evident's their home- bred nat'ral blaze, 
Vho dream they have believ'd well all their days: 
Yet never felt their unbelief, nor knew 
[The need of pow'r their nature to renew? 
1 Blind ſouls that boaſt of faith, yet live in ſin, 
1 ay hence conclude their faith is to begin; 
or know they ſhall, by ſuch an airy faith, 
99 2 Serge themſelves to everlaſting wrath; 
Faith that nor leads to good, nor keeps from ill, 
Vill never lead to heav'n nor keep from hell. 
he body without breath is dead*; no leſs 
faith without the works of holineſs. | 
5 ow rare is ſaving faith, when earth is cram*d 
Vith ſuch as will believe, and yet be damn'd ; 
3 Believe the goſpet, yet with-dread and awe 
I Have never truly firſt believ'd the law? 
"2 hat matters ſhall be well, they hope too ſoon 
N ho never yet have ſeen they were undone... 


James ii. 26. =, James ii. 15, 20, 
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62 POP Goes SONNETS. Part. I. 
Can of ſalvation their belief be true, 
Who never yet believ'd damnation due? 
Can theſe of endleſs life have ſolid faith, 
| Who never fear'd lau- threats of endleſs- death? 
Nay, fail*d they ha*nt yet to the healing ſhore, 
Who never felt their ſinful, woful fore. © 
Imaginary faith is but a blind, AG 

That bears no fruit but of a deadly kind: 
Nor can from ſuch a wild unwholeſome root 
The leaſt production riſe of living fruit. 
But ſaving faith can ſuch an offspring breed, | 
Her native product is a holy ſeed, | 
The faireſt ĩſſues of the vital breath blaith 2 


Spring from the fertile womb. of head n-born . 
Yet boaſts ſhe nothing of her own, but brings | 
Auxiliaries from the King of kings, _ 1 
Who graves his royal law in rocky hearts, Mm 
And gracious aid in ſoftening ſhow*rs imparts: ln 
This gives prolific virtue to the faith, & | 
Inſpir'd at firſt by his almighty breath. 4 
Hence fetching all her ſuccours from abroad, ſn 
She ſtill employs this mighty power of God. =] 
Drain'd clean of native pow'rs and legal aims, 
No ſtrength but in and from Jenovan claims : 
And thus her ſervice to the law ofertops By 
'The tow! ring 18 of Phariſaic fops. "I 
8 ECT... . > 
The Believer only, being. married to Chri ft, is ; jufti i, 
fied and ſanctified: and the more goſpel free- 
dom from the Jaw as a covenant, the more holy 
conformity to it as a rule. . 
HUS doth the Huſband by his Father's will 
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Chap. III. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 63 
For her, as tis a covenant ; and then 

In her, as tis a rule of life to men, 
Firſt, all law-debt he moſt completely pays, 

1 hen of law-duties all the charge defrays. 
Does firſt aſſume her guilt, and looſe her chains, 
And then with living water waſh her ſtains ; 
Her fund reſtore, and then her form repair, 
And make his filthy bride a beauty fair 
His perfect righteouſneſs molt freely grant, 
And then his holy image deep implant; 

Into her heart his precious ſeed indrop, 
Wich in his time will yield a glorious crop. 
VE But by alternate turns his plants he brings 
1 oz robbing winters and renairing ſprings. 
ence, pining oft, they ſufter ſad decays 
By dint of ſhady nights and ſtormy days. 
1 But bleſt with ſap, and influence from above, 
hey live and grow anew in faith and loye ö 
== Until tranſplanted to the higher ſoil, | 
3 here furies tread no more, nor foxes ſpoil. 
While Chriſt the living root remains on 8 
he noble plant of grace can never die; 

35 1 ature decays and ſo will all the fruit 
hat merely riſes on a mortal root. 
85 FCheir works, however ſplendid, are but dead, 
ki That from a living fountain don't proceed; 
beir faireſt fruit is but a- garniſn'd ſhrine + 
hat are not grafted in the glorious Vine. 
7 I evouteſt hypocrites are rank'd in rolls 
or painted puppets, not of living ſouls. © _ 
No offspring but of Chriſt's fair bride is 
i 1 good, 

1 4k * his e marriage has a holy brood. 


F2 


64  GosPEL SONNETS. _ Part I. 
Let ſinners learn this myſtery to read, | 
We bear to glorious Chriſt po precious ſeed, 
Till through the law, we to the law be dead. 
No true obedience to the law, but forc'd - 
Can any yield, till from the law divorc'd. 
Nor 70 ft as a rule is homage giv'n, 
Till vom it, as a cov*nant, men be driv* n. 
Lea more, till once they this divorce attain, 
Divorce from fin they but attempt in vain; 
The curſed yoke of fin they baſely draw, 
Till once unyoked from the curſing law. 
Sin's full dominion keeps its native place. 
- While men are ander law, not under gracef. 
For mighty hills of enmity might move, [love. 
Till touch'd by conqu'ring grace and mighty 
Were but the goſpel ſecret underſtood : 
Haw God can pardon where he ſees no good; 
How grace and mercy free, thatcan't be bought, 
Reign through a righteouſneſs already wrought; 
Were woful reigning unbelief depoſ'd 
Myſterious grace to blinded minds difcloſ'd ; 
Did Heav'n with goſpel-news its pow*r con- 
And ſinners hear a faithful God'but fay, [vey, 
N o more law-debt remains for you to pay; 
* Lo, by the loving Surety all's difcharg*d,” 
Their hearts behov'd with love to be enlarg'd; 
Love the ſuccinct fulfilling of the law}, |, 
Were then the eaſy Salts they'd ſweetly draw; 
Love would conſtrain and to his ſervice move, 
Who left them nothing elſe to do but love. 
Slight now his loving precepts if they can; 
No, no; his conqu'ring kindneſs leads the van. 
When everlaſting love exerts the ſway, [bey, 5 
They judge themſelves more kindly bound t'o- 


| * Gal. ii. 19. f Rom, vi. 14. 4 Rom. xiii. 10. 
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Chap. III. The Believer's Efpou/als. 65 


Bound by redeeming grace in ſtricter ſenſe 

Than ever Adam was in innocence. 

Why now, they are not bound, as formerly, 
To do and live, nor yet to do or die; A 

Both life and death are put in Jeſus hands, 
Who urges neither in his kind commands, 

Not ſervile work their life and heav'n to win, 
Nor ſlaviſh labour death and hell to ſhun. - 
Their aims are purer, ſince they underſtood, 
Their heav'n was bought, their hell Was 
| quench#d-with blood. | 
ne oars of goſpel-ſervice now they ſteer, 
Without or legal hope or flaviſh fear. 

= The. bride in ſweet ſecurity can dwell, (hell: 
| 2 or bound to purchaſe heav'n, nor vanquiſh - 
if But bound for him. the race of love to run, 
EW hoſe love to her left none of theſe undone; -. 
3 he's bound to be the Lamb's obedient wife, 
And in his ſtrength to ſerve him. during Re; 
| o glorify his loving name for ay, | 
Who left her not a ſingle mite to pay 

of legal debt, but wrote for her at large 5 

7 % In characters of blood a full diſcharge. - 

Fr enceforth no ſervile taſk her labours prove, 
2 ut grateful fruits of reverential love. : 


SE CT. V. 


Peg, giving no liberty nor e to fin,” 
but to holy ſervice and pure obedience. 
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8 wife 

EET o- ee or licentiouſneſs of life: | 
Nay, nay ; ſhe finds his warmeſt love within; 3: 
The hotteſt fire to melt her heart for fin, . 

F 3.- 


"HE glorious Huſband's love can't lead the 
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1 66 GosPEL SoNNETSs.. Part I. 
Pi His kind embrace is ſtill the ſtrongeſt chord 


Io bind her to the ſervice of her Lord. 
I The more her faith inſures this love of his, 
The more his law her deleQation is. 

Some dream, they might, who this aſſurance 
Take latitude and liberty to fin. , (win, 
Ah! ſuch betray their ignorance, and prove 

They want the lively ſenſe of dying love ; 
And how its ſweet conſtraining force can 
*mmove. - © 
The ark of grace came never in to dwell, 
But Dagon luſts before it headlong fell. 
| Men baſely can unto laſciviouſneſs 
Abuſe the doctrine, not the work of grace. 
Huggers of divine love in vice's path, 
Have but the fancy of it, not the faith. 
They never ſoar'd aloft on grace's wing, 
That knew not grace to be holy thing : 
When regnant ſhe the powers of hell appals, 
And ſin's dominion in the ruin falls. 
Curs'd is the crew whoſe Antinomian dreſs 
Makes grace a cover to their idleneſs. 
The bride of Chriſt will ſure be very loth 
To make his love a pillow for her -ftoth: 
Why, mayn't ſhe fin the more that grace a- 
bounds! _ 
Oh, God forbid! the very law confounds, 
When dead unto the law, ſhe's dead to ſin; 
How can ſhe any longer hve thereink ? 
To neither of them is ſhe now a ſlave, . 
But ſhares the conqueſt of the great, the brave, 
The mighty Gen'ral, her victorious Head, ; 
Who broke the double chain to free the bride, Bf 


| 2 Rom. vi. J. 2. 


1 


£ 
W - ; 
& $ 
a * * 
5 o 
bt Rl 
i x 
4% 
* 1 
3 
3 W 
3311 
£38 
. A. ö 
ESC #6 
"IS 
N 
2 14 * 
r 
1 25 
Wa * 
1 
* 
35 
bY, 
Pr 
= 
* „ 
wt 
of. - 
> 
1 * 
7 
a. 
" 
«4 
E 4 
4b 
* 
\ 6 
4 * 
* 
Y 4 
#5 
bis 
4 
1 fg "1 
1 
N 
5 
. 
BEES: 
1 *% * 8 
* EY 
4 5 » * 
1 
* 
+ 
fy 
1 
q % 
rf 
” 
N 
” 


Hence prompted now with gratitude and love, 
Her cheerful feet in ſwift obedience move. 
More ſtrong the chords of love to duty draw, 
Than hell, and all the curſes of the law. 

When with ſeraphic love the breaſt's inſpir'd, 
By that are all the other graces fir'd; [frame 
Theſe kindling round, the burning heart and 
| In life and walk ſend forth a holy flame. T0 


+ 7 EHA TE IV. 


ly to thoſe that have a profeſſion without 
power, and learning without grace. 


* Why ſuch ado about a law divorce? ftwilts, 


worſe? 25 0 | 
Such Antinomian ſtuff with labour'd toi! 
Would human beauty's native luſtre ſpoil. 
What wickednels:beneath the cov'ring lurks, 


* KR 


* 


Why ſuch ſtir about the law and grace? 


we know that merit cannot now take place. 
And what needs more ?? Well, to let flander 
Be merit for a little here the ſcope. drop, 


= Ah many learn to lifp-in goſpelterms, 
Who yet embrace the law with legal arms, 


By wholeſome education ſome are taught 


10 own that human merit now is naught; 
wo faintly but renounce proud merit's name, 
And cleave refin'dly to the Popiſh ſcheme, 


Chap. IV. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 67 


A Caution to all againſt a legal ſpirit ; eſpecial- 


TTHY, ſays the haughty heart of legaliſts, 
Bound to the law of works by nat ral 


Mens lives are bad, and would you have them 


That loudly would divorce us all from works? 


By faith, repentance, love, and other fuch:: 
Theſe dreamers being righteous overmuch, 


\ 


68 GosrxI Som ꝭ]Xprs. Part I. 


For graceful works expecting divine bliſs, 
And, when they fail, truſt Chriſt for what's a- 
Thus to his righteouſneſs profeſs to flee, [mils. 
Vet by it ſtill would their own ſaviours be. 


They ſeem to works of merit bloody foes, 


Yet ſeek ſalvation as it were® by thoſe. | 
Blind Gentiles found, who did nor ſeek nor 
But Iſra. I loſt it whole, who ſought it ſo. [now 

Let all that love to wear the legal dreſs, 
Know that as ſin, fo baſtard righteouſneſs - 


Has ſlain it's thouſands, who in tow'ring pride 
The righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt deride; 


A robe divinely wrought, divinely won, 
Vet caſt by men for rags that are their own. 
But ſome to legal works ſeem whole deny'd, 
Yet would by goſpel works be juſtify*d, 


Like Uzza, give the ark a wrongful touch. 
By legal deeds, however goſpeliz d, 
Can eter tremendous juſtice be appeas'd 
Or ſinners juſtify'd before that God, | 
Whofe law is perfect, and exceeding broad ? 
Nay, faith itſelf, that leading goſpel-grace, . 
Holds as a work no juſtifying place. 

uſt Heav'n to man for righteouſneſs imputes 
Not faith itſelf, or in its acts or fruits; | 
But Jeſus* meritorious life and death, 
Faith's proper object, all the honour bath.-. ' 
From. this doth faith derive its glorious fame, l 
Its great renown and juſtifying name; 
Receiving all things, but deſerving nought; 
By faith all's beg d and taken, * bought; 


Kom. ix. 32. 
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Chap, IV. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 6 


Its higheſt name is from the wedding vote, 
So inſtrumental in the marriage-knor. 

ZHOVAH lends the bride in that bleſt hour, 
Th exceeding greatneſs of his mighty pow'r* : 
Which ſweetly does her heart-conſent command, 
To reach the wealthy Prince her naked hand. 
For cloſe to his embrace ſhed never ſtir, 
If firſt his loving arms embrac'd not her: 
But this he does by kindly gradual chaſe, 
Of rouſing, raifing, teaching, drawing grace, 
He ſhews her, in his ſweeteſt love addreſs, 
His glory as the Sun of righteouſneſs ; 
At which all dying glories earth adorn, 
Shrink like the fick moon at the wholeſome 
This glorious Sun ariſing with a grace, (morn, 
Dark ſhade of creature-righteoftſnels to chaſe, 
Faith now diſclaims itſelf, and all the train 4 
Of virtues formerly accounted gain; (ae. 
And counts them dung , with holy meek diſ- 
For now appears the height, the mou im- 
Of divine bounty and benevolence; (menſe 
Amazing mercy ! ignorant of bounds! 
Which moſt enlarged faculties confounds. 
How vain, how void now ſeem the vulgar charms, 
The monarch's pomp of courts, and pride of 
The boaſted beauties of the human kind, [arms? 
The pow'rs of body, and the gifts of mind? 
Lo! in the grandure of Immanuel's train, 
All's ſwallowed up as rivers in the main. 
He's ſeen, when goſpel-light and fight is giv'n, 


| Encompaſsd round with all the pomp of heay*n. 


The ſoul, now taught of God, ſees human 


Make Chriſtleſs rabbi's only lit · rate fools; ; [{chools 


*# Eph. vii. 14. + Phil n. 9, 8. 


No learning will divorce them from the law. 


| Dead works are rivals with the living God. 


Confound the pride with ſapernat*ral light: 


Be but their lives ſcann'd by the dreadful Judge; 


O may his glory ſtain the pride. of man. [ſcan ? 


Let haughty reaſon ſtoop, and fear to leap; 


70 _ GosPEL SONNETS. Part J. 
And that, till divine teaching pow ful draw, 


Mere argument may clear the head, and force 
A verbal, not a cordial clean divorce. 

Hence many, taught the wholeſome terms of art, 
Have goſpel-heads, but ſtill a legal heart. 
Till ſovreign grace and power the ſinner catch, 
He takes not Jeſus for his only match. 

Nay, works complete! ah! true, however odd, 


Till Heav'n's preventing mercy clear the ſight, 


No haughty foul of human kind is brought 
To mortify her lelt- exalting thought. _ 
Let holieſt creatures in clay tents that lodge, 


How ſhall they eter his awful ſearch endure, 
Before whoſe pureſt eyes heav'n is not pure? 
How muſt their black indictment be enlarg ed, 
When by him angels are with folly Rats, ? 
What human worth ſhall ſtand, when he ſhall 


F 


How wond' rous are the tracks of divine grace! 
How ſearchleſs are his ways, how vaſt tht abyſs! 
Angelic plummits cannot ſound the deep. 
With ſcorn he turus his eyes from haughty kings, 
With pleaſure looks on low and worthleſs things; 
Deep are his judgments, ſov'reign is his will, 
Let eviry mortal worm be dum, be ſtill. 

In vain proud reaſon ſwells beyond i its bound; 

God and his councils are a gulf profound, 

An ocean wherein all. our thoughts are 
drown'd. - 
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CHAP. v. 


Arguments and Encouragements to Goſpel mi- 


.. Niſters to avoid a /egal Strain of doftrine, and 
endeavour the ſinner's match with CnRIsT 
N 1 ö 


| if E 0 T. | 56 
4 legal SerrIT the root of damnadle E. rrors. 


E heralds great, that blow in name of God, 
The ſilver trump of golpel-grace abroad; 
And ſound by warrant from the great I AM, 
The nuptial treaty with the worthy Lamb: 
Might ye but ſtoop th* unpoliſh'd mule to brook, 
And from a ſhrub an wholeſome: berry pluck ; 
Ye'd take encouragement from what 1s ſaid, - 
By goſpel means to make the marriage-bed, 
And to your eus Lord a * chaſte to 
| wied. : 

'The more proud nature bears a 1 ſway, 
The more ſhould preachers bend the goſpel-way: 
Oft in the church ariſe deſtructive . 
er anti- evangelic aphoriſms ; 

A legal ſpirit may be juſtly nam'd 
The fertile womb of ev*'ry error damn*d. 

Hence Pop*ry, ſo connat ral ſince the fall, 
Makes legal works like ſaviours merit all; 

Lea, more than merit on their ſhoulder loads, 
To ſupererogate like demi-gods. 

Hence proud Socinians ſeat their reaſon high 
Bove ev*'ry precious goſpel- myſtery, : 

Its divine Author ſtab, and without fear 

The purple covert of his chariot tear, 


Chap. ; * The Believer's s Fpooſats. - 5-9 7 
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72 Gosr xl SoNErsS. Part J. 
With theſe run Arian monſters in a line, 
All goſpel- truth at once to undermine ! 
To darken and delate, like helliſh foes, 
The brighteſt colour of the Sharon Roſe. 
At beſt its human red they but decry, 
That blot the divine white, the native dye. 
Hence dare Arminians too with brazen face, 
| Give man's free-will the throne of God's free 
Whole ſelf-exalting tenantsclearly ſhew | grace; 
Great ignorance of the law and goſpel too. 
Hence Neonomians ſpring, as ſundry calb 
The new law-makers to redreſs our fall; 
The law of works into repentance, faith, 
Is chang'd as their Baxterian Bible faith. 
Shaping the goſpel to an eaſy law, [ſtraw ; 
They build their tott'ring houſe with hay and 
Yet hide, like Rachel's idols in the ſtuff, 
Their legal hands within a goſpel muff. 

Yea, hence ſprings Antinomian vile refuſe, 
Whoſe groſs abettors goſpel grace. abuſe ; 
Unſkill'd how grace's ſilken latchet binds 

Her captives to the law with willing minds, 


SECT. IT. 


A legal STRAIN of deftrine diſcovered and dif- 
carded. 


N? wonder. Paul the legal ſpirit curſe, 
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Of fatal errors ſuch a feeding nurſe. 
He, in Jemovan's great tremendous name, 
Condemns perverters of the goſpel-· ſcheme. 
He damn d the ſophiſt rude, the babbling prieſt 
Would venture to corrupt it in the leaſt; TI 
Yea, curf'd the heav'nly angel down. to hell, 

That daring would another goſpel tell*, 

” Gal. 3 1. 77 8. | 
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We I The Believer's Epouſuls. OL 
chap pgs is charg'd on theſe that dare di 5 
1 = ſelf. fame golpel 1 in another 1 Ip enſe 
: Chriſt is oF. .preach'd. in truth, but in WE | 
If his bel | glory, half abſc onded 3 i * „ 
When 1 0 PIO, that divide. the or. | 
Scarce NE 
While zilt th 2 5 or. of f the la W. 1900 nb, 
More than the - of 1 it for. 1 s 
Chriſt as a {ecker; of our ſervice trace. 
More than, 2 giver 0 1 815 grace. 5 
The King commanding holineſs they 7 "cc 
More than the Pringe Ba” par to beſtow; 
Yea, more, e iſt the, nerevenger. dwell, 
Than Ghriſt r bot from n and he 
With legal 157 ie \ golpet- field he delves, 
Who'thus. nnd in unto themſelve 
Halving the truth that ſhould be all = 
The ſweeteſt part of Chriſt is oft conceal'd 
We bid menitutn«from ſin, butiſeldom; day. Þ x 
Behold the: Lamb:that takes all fit aft, 
Chriſt, by the got el rightly undenſidod;: 
Not only treats a peace, but makes it good. 
Thoſe ſuitors ther fore: of the bride, — ; hope | 
By forve:to drag her with the legal Wer 
Nor ule, the: ai eng cord of conqu'ring grace, 
Purſue with flatning zeat à fruitleſs chaſe 
In vain lame doings urge, with folemwawey 
To bribe the fury of the fiery la :?:: 
With equal ſudeeſs to the fool that aims 
By papdpahiir cb bunt devouring flames. 
The laws but mock d by heir moſt graceful deed, 
That wed not firſt the Jawfultilling Magda I Te 
| tak 10 . % AR BO BADFOLE 24) 0 
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74 GospEL SoNN RTS. Fart J. 
It values neither how they wrought nor wept, 
That ſlight the ark wherein alone 'tis kept. ' 
Yet Jokalifts, DO, DO, with ardour preſe, 
And with prepoſt'rous zeal and warm addreſs, * 
Would ſeem the greateſt friends to holineſs; 7 
But vainly (could ſuch oppoſites accordꝰ 
Reſpect the law, and yet reject the Lord. 
They ſhew not Jeſus as the way to bliſs, 

But Judas-like betray him with a kiſs _. 
Of boaſted works, or mere profeſſion puft, 
Law-boaſters as; Bye oor anon « ; 


© The Heath ow not e preadtbig Cnrsr, and 
Aiſtingui iſhing duly between. law and goſpel. 


e 


ELL cares not how. crude. holineſs be 
92 preach dd. 
If ſinners match with Chriſt Jamprer reach'd | 
Knowing their holineſs is but a ſram, 
Who ne'er are married tothe Holy Lamb, 
Let words have never ſuch a-pious ſhew, 
And blaze aloft in rude profeſſor's view, 
With sacred aromatics richly Tpic'd, 64 851 
If they but drown in > rang glorious Chiiſt: 
Or, if he may ſome vacant room ſupply, 
Make him'a ſubject only by the by; | 
They mar true holineſs with tickling chat, 
To breed a baſtard Phariſaic brat. 
They wofully the goſpel meſſage "OY i 
Make fearful havock of the Maſter's flock ; 
Yet pleaſe themſelyes, and the/blind multitude, 
By whom the goſpel's little underſtood. 
Rude ſouls perhaps imagine little odds 
Between the logal and tho goſpel roads: 
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Chap. V. The Believer's Eſpouſals, 75 
But vainly men attempt to blend the two; 
They differ more than Chriſt and Moſes do. 
Moſes, evangelizing in a ſhade, 

By types the news of light approaching ſpread; 
But from the law of works by him proclaim'd, 
No ray of golpel- grace or mercy gleam'd. 

By nature's light the law to all is known, 
But lightſome news of goſpel grace to none, 
The doing cov'nant, now, in part or whole, 

Is ſtrong to damn, , but weak to fave a foul. 

It hurts, and cannot help, but as it tends 
Through mercy to ſubſerve ſome goſpel-ends. . 
Law-thunder roughly to the goſpel tames, 

The goſpel. mildly to the law reclaims. 

The fiery law, as 'tis a covenant, | 
Schooks men to ſee the gofpel-aid they want; 
Then goſpel aid does fweetly them incline 


Back to the law as *tis a rule divine. [wounds, 


Heav'n's healing work is oft commenc'd with 
Terror begins what loving kindneſs crowns. 
Preachers may therefore preſs the fiery law, 


To ſtrike the Chriſtleſs man with dreadful awe. 


Law threats which for his ſins to hell depreſs, 
Yea, damn him for his rotten righteouſneſs; 
That while he views the law exceeding broad, 
He fain may wed the righteouſneſs of God. 
But ah! to preſs law works as terms of life, 


Was ne'er the way to court the Lamb a wife, 


To urge conditions in the legal frame, 

Is to renew the vain old-coy'nant game. 
The lau is good when lawfully.'tis us d&, 
But moſt deſtructive when it is abus'd. 
They ſet not duties in their proper ſphere, 


Who duly law and goſpel don't ſever ; 
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= . Gogper. SoxNgTs. en 
But under 0 chains let ſinners lie, 
As tributaries, or to DO or DIE. 
Nor make the law a ſquaring rule of life, 

But in ee a blood knife. | 
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Damn pride ard ſelf-righ teouſtels, 72 e 
to all men, as tle need i9 be EAT ref by, le- 


gal preaching... 


HE legal path proud nature loves ſo well, 

(Though yet'tis but thecleaneſt road to hell) 
That lo! een theſe that take the fouleſt Ws, 
Whoſe lewdneſs no controuling bridle ſtays ; 
If but their drowſy conſcience raile its voice, 
"Twill ſpeak the law of works their native choice, 
And echo to the rouſing ſound, * Ah, true! | 
I cannot hope to live unleſs I DO. 
No conſcious breaſt of mortal Kind can. trace 


21. 


The myſt'ry deep of being avid, by grace. 


Of this nor is the nat'ral conſcience. Ad; 
Nor will admit.i it when it is xeveal'd : | 


But puſhes at the goſpel like a ram, 
As proxy for the law, againſt the Lamb. 
The proud ſelf-righteous Phariſaic ain 

* Bleſt be God, I'm not like other nie 
: 1 read and pray, give alms, I mourn and faſt +: 
And therefore hope I'II get to heavꝰm at l 
For, though from every ſin I be not free, £43 
* Great multitudes of men are worſe than me, 
Im none of thoſe that ſwear, cheat,, drink; 


and whore,” 


; Thus « on Fas law he builds his Rebel tower 


2 Le Xyiii, $1; 72. 


* 


Chap. V. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 77 
Vea, ev'n the vileſt curſed debauchee ] 
Will make the law of works his very pleaz t' 
1 Why, (ſays the rake), what take you me 1 ö 
706 DE? | BY: 
© A Turk or infidel ; (you lie), I cant | 
He turn'd ſo baſe, but by a ſycophant ; 


I am a Chriſtian true; and therefore bode, 
It ſhall be well with me, I hope in God. 
An't Jan honeſt man? yea, I defy 8 

* The tongue that dare aſſert black to mine {a 
Perhaps when the reprover turns his back, 
He'll vend the viler wares o' 's open'd pack, 
And with his fellows, in a ſtrain more big, 

* Bid damn the'baſe uncharitable whig. 

* Theſe ſoundrel hypocrites (he'll proudly ſay) 
Think none ſhall ever merit heav'n but they, 
And yet we may compete with them; for ſee, 
The beſt have blemiſhes as well as we. 
* We have as good a heart (we truſt) as theſe, 
. Tho' not their vain e ſhew and 
r 

Bigotted zealots, whols ſole crimes are hid, 
Would damn us all to hell; but God forbid. 
Whatever ſuch a whining ſe&t profeſs, 
+ *Tis but a nice, moroſe, affected dreſs. 
And tho' we don't pretend ſo much as they, 
* We hope to compaſs heav'n a ſhorter way ; 
We ſeek God's mercy, and are all along 
© Moſt free of malice, and do no man wrong. 

* But whims fantaſtic ſhan't our heads annoy, 
That would our focial liberties deſtroy. 
Sure, right religion never was deſign'd 
* To mar the native mirth of human kind. 
| | G 3 
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Only I hate to act the whining ſaint. 
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- Gosrxr FEY „ . 


"> How Weak are thoſe that wauld, be thought 


' nonſuch ! 1 a 


How mad, that would be righteous Fretpaeh; 


We have ſuffi cient, though? we be not cramm'd; 
© We'll therefore hope the beſt, let Men 4 be 
damn'd. RY 1 

Ah, horrid talk! et; ſo the legal ſtrainn 

Lards e'en the language of the moſt profane. 

Thus dev'liſh pride o'erlooks a thouſand faults, 

And on a legal ground itſelf exalts. 

This DO and LIVE, though doing pow” r be loft, 


In ever 7 mortal i Is proud nature's boaſt. 


How does a vain conceit of goodgel ſwell, 


And feed falſe hope, amidſt the ze, ſhades of hell? + 


Shaltwe, WhO ſhould by goſpel. methods draw, 
end ſinners to their nat'ral ſpouſe the laws: 2 

And harp upon the doing ftring to ſuch, 

Who ignorantly dream they do ſo much; 


Why, thus, inſtead of courting Chriſt a re e, 


We harden rebels in their native bride, : 
Much rather ought we in God's name to place 


His great artill'ry ſtraight againſt their face ; 


And throw hot Sinai thunderbolts around, 
To burn their tow'ring hopes down tothe ground. 


To make the pillars or their pride to ſhake, 


And damn their doings to tlie . ak lake. 
To curſe the doers unto endleſs thrall, 


That never did continue to do all. N 
To ſcorch their conſeience with the flaming; air, 


And fink their haughty hopes in deep deſpair; 
Denouncing Ebal's black revenging doom; 
To blaſt their expectation in the bloom; 


Till once vain hope of life by works give er | 
Unto a folid hope of life by grace, 


* * Gal. Lil. 10. 


— 
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Chap. 1 The. Believer. 5 penal. = - 
The vig'rous uſe of means, is, Tafely ved. _- 
When preſſing calls from legal dreg are purg d, 
But moſt 1 nfafely It. A fed. fal drefs, CTY 
Confor aging terms of life with! means of | grace; 
Oh! dang' rous- is th“ attempt. proud” fleſh to 
Or ſend” a 1805 48 the law for eaſe ; 6 "(pleaſe, 
Who rather ne needs t 0 feel its piercing gart, 


THI dreadful is nvade his trem bling beat; 


And thither ſhould be only ſent for, flames 
Of fire to burn his rotten, Oper ag Cas 3 
That thus difarm'd, "he glad y may,e mMbrace,. 


And graſp with eagerneſs the NEWS. * grace.” = 


=} Einer 5 8E C N. . 44 gt 
The: goſpel. of, diving grace the Pr” Means of con- 


verting ſinners, and ſbould be Fee Gere | 


moſt clearly, fully, e and Hege D 


1 ought, who 1001. grace 8 erate — 
To trumpet, loud ſalvation, full and free : 
Nor ſafely can, to humour mortal pride, 

In ſilence evangelic myſtries hide. 

What Heay'n is-pleasd to give, leſt men abuſe? 
Suppreſs the golpel-flow*r, upon pretence 


That ſome vile ſpiders: -may ſuck poiſon thence?- 


Chriſt is a /umbling Bloc, ſhall we neglect 


To preach him, leaſt the blind ſhould break their 


That high he's for the fall of many ſet [neck? 
As well as for the ri iſe}, muſt prove no let. 

No grain of precious truth muſt be ſuppreſt. 
Though reprobates ſhould to their ruin wreſt. 
Shall heaven's corruſcant lamp be dimm'd, that 


x Mn. 


Its daily tribute down in golden, rays, | [pays 


* i. 4 


* 1 Cor. i. 3. Luke ii. 34. 
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80 abt Soxners.. | Part 


Becauſe ſome blinded with the NPY gleams, 
Share not the pleaſure of the lightning. beams; 
Let thoſe be harden'd, petrify'd,. and harm'd, 
The reſt are molify'd and kindly warm' 4 


A various ſavour®, flowers in grace's fie 2 


Of 7ife to ſome, of death to others yield. 
Muſt then the roſe be, vail'd, the lily Jud, 
The fragrant ſavour ſtifled ! God er” 
The xevelation of the goſpel- flow'r 
Is ſtill the organ fam'd of ſaving pow'r; 
Moft jultly then are legal minds condemn' d, 
That of the glorious goſpel are aſham'd: 
For this the divine arm, -and only this, 
The pow'r of God unto Jalvation is. 
For therein is reveal'd, to ſcreen from wrath, 
The righteouſneſs of God from faith to faith, 
The happy change in guilty ſinners caſe 
They owe to free diſplays of ſov'reign grace; 
Whoſe joyful tidings of amazing love _ 
The mini/tration M the ſpirit prove. 


The glorious vent the goſpel-news expreſs, [neſs, 


Of God's free grace, thro' Chriſt's full righteouſ- 


Is Heavn's gay chariot where the Spirit bides, 


And in his conqu'ring pow'r triumphant rides. 
The goſpel-field is ſtill the Spirit's foll ; 

The gloden pipe that bears the holy oil; 

The orb where he outſhines the radient ſun, 
The filver channel where his graces run- 
Within the goſpel-banks his flowing tide | 


Of lightning, quickning motions, lweetly glide 


Received ye the ſpirit, ſcripture ſaith 1. 

. By legal works, or by the word of faith? 
If by the goſpel only, then let none 
Dare to be wiſer than the wiſeſt One. 


12 Cor ii. 16 + Rom. i. 26, 27. f Gal. iii. 2. 
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Chap V. The, Behever's Efpouſals. - . 
We muſt, wha freely get, as freely. 1 Ber 
The vital ward that. makes the dead fo: 78 
For ev'n to ſigners. dead: within our Rach,” ©: 
We in his living, name may moſtſucceſsfyl preach. 
The Spirit and; the ſcripture both, agree 1 
Jointly, (fays. Chriſt), 70 teſtify. of . 
The preacher then will from his text decline, 
That ſcorus to harmonize: with this deſigg. 
Preſs moch duties to the laſt degree; . 
Why not d, but mind, leſt we ſuccelsleſs be, 
No.light, abs. no ſtrength for duties ſprin g. 
Where el 5s not Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 


No joyful hope. fave in his blood we reach, 

No ftrength.unleſs his royal arm he ſtretch. 

Then, from our leading ſcope how Srols we 

If, like his name, in ev'ry goſpel-call, (fall, h 

We,make not him the Fir/t, the Loft, the All: 
Our olſice is to bear. the radiant torch: 

Of goſpel-light into the dark!ned, 1 

Of human underſtandings, and. dilplay | 

The joyful dawn of everlaſting day; 15 

To draw the golden chariot of free grace, 

Tas SAY ned ſhades with ene e oo. 


No ea to ſee. the way, unleſs he teucb, g 


G / r Io: ¶ . 9 


with ES a i ee a IT World; | 


And thus to.bung, in dying Wente fight,” 
New life and immortality to light T. 
We're charg'd to preach. the goſpel, unconfird, 
To ev'ry creature} of the human kind; 
To call, with tenders. of ſalvation free, 51 0 
All corners of therParth, to come gud ſee = 4 C 


TY, 2 Tim i. 8. 
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832 | Sorta SoNNETS. 2 Part. 1 


And every finner muſt excuſeleſs make, 


By urging rich and poor to come and Peet”, 


Ho, ev'ry one that thirſt}, is grace's call 


| Direct to needy ſinners great and ſmall; 


Not meaning thoſe alone, whoſe holy thirſt 
Denominates their ſouls already bleft. 
If only thoſe were call'd, then none but Mints; 
Nor would the goſpel ſuit the ſinners wants. 


But here the call does ſignally import 


Sinners and thirſty ſouls of ev'ry ſort; 


And mainly to their door the meſſage brings, 5 


Who yet are thirſting after empty things; 
Who ſpend their means no living bread to buy, | 
And pains for that which cannot ſatisfy. 
Such thirſty finhers here invited are, A 
Who vainly ſpend their money, thought, and 
care, 
On paſting ſhades, vile luſts, and traſh fo baſe 
As yield immortal ſouls no true ſolace, 
The call directs them, as they would be bleſt, 
To chuſe a purer object of their thirſt. | 
All are invited by the joyful ſound | 
To drink who need, as does the parched ground, 
Whoſe wide-mouth'd clefts ſpeak to the braſen 
Its paſſi ve thirſt, without an active cry. (ſky 
The goſpel preacher then, with holy Kill, 
Muſt offer Chriſt to whoſoever will, | 
To ſinners of all forts that can be nam”d ; 


1 


The blind, the lame, the poor, the Halt, the main d, 


Not daring to reſtrict ch extenſive cal! 
But op'ning wide the net to catch em all. 
No ſoul muſt be excluded that will come, 

No right of acceſs be confind to fome. 


'F Rev. xxii. 27. F Iſa. Ir. 1 Luke xiv, 21. 
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Chap v. The An Eſpouſuls. 83 
Tdh none will come "mal conſcious of their 
want, 
Vet right they have 18 7 come by for reign grant; 
Such right to'Chriſt, his promiſe and his grace, 
That all are -damn'd: who hear and don't em- 
So freely is th* abounded call diſpenc'd, ese. | 
We therein find ęv'n ſinners unconvinc'd ; - 
Who Know not they are naked, blind and Poor, 
Councelled to buy or beg at Jeſus' door, Lore. & 
And take the glorious robe, eye. ſalve, and golden-} | 
This prize'they are oblig'd by faith to win, 0 
Elſe unbelief would never be their ſin. 1 
Yea, goſpel offers but a ſham we make, + mn 
If ev'ty ſinner has not right to take. — 
Be goſpel herald's fortify d from this — 
To trumpet grace, howe'er the ſerpent hiſs. \ * 
Did hell's malicious mouth in dreadful ſhape 
Gainſt mnocence itſelf malignant gape ? 
Then ſecret truth's devoted vouchers may 
For dire reproach: their meaſures -conftant lay. 
With cruel calumny of old commenc'd, 
This ſect will ev'ry where be ſpoke againſt; b 
While ta and fro he runs the earth acroſs, - 
Whoſe name is ADELPHON KATEGOROS ||. 
In ſpite of bell be then our conſtant ſtrife 
mY win the glorious Lamb a e Ae 


2711 1 \ 2 a 12 


* Mer iii. 17, 18. "we Acts xxyiii. 22. 
Or. 728 asciſer y. ny wen | 
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9 111. 7411 Tres 11 1 
An Abe to all that are e Guaisrs. in 
order to their cloſing the match with him: | 


-eotitdintigyall motives and angeln. A595 fo 


CC . . 
R. into thine bande tele Aines are 
NOK giv' nale, The. CHI 0 FIG JS FE M 
But not without the providence of, Heay' Ak | 
Or to advance; thy, blilſs, if thou art wiſe, eig 175 


Or aggravate thy; woe,, if thou deſpiſ ? 
For thee, for thee., perhaps rhe. oy: + ken | 


Has form'd the council here, and led the pen. | 
The writer then does thy attention plead. 
In pls dat eme that gave thee e to read.” 


i ML ISTH 177-113 21 
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F neveretthow Aid iw in wed,. 


But hithertp ant wWedded tothe lam. 25h 
Which never.could thyahaind afldctians draw 
From brutiſh luſts and ſordid lover” J charms; 


Lo! thou art yet n Satans folded arms, 
Hell's pow'r. Aavifible clay { ſoul-etains 


His captive ſlave, lock'd up in maſſy chains. - 
O! ſinner then, as thou repard'fi thy life, 
Seck. ſeek, with ardent care and earneſt rife, 
To be the glorious Lamb's betrothed wife. 
For bale co-rivals never let him loſe 


Thy heart, his bed of conjugal repoſe. = 


4 Alia . 


Nor yieldthy heart to be Jus marriage bed;/ 


Chap. V. The Believer's Eſpouſals. 85 
Wed Chriſt alone, and with ſevere remorſe) 
From other mates purſue a clean divorce ; $ 
For they thy ruin ſeek by fraud or force. 

As lurking ſerpents in the {ſhady bow'rs 
Conceal their malice under ſpreading flow*rs ; 
So thy deceitful luſts with cruel ſpite 
Hide ghaſtly danger under gay delight. 

Art thou a legal zealot, ſoft or rude, 
Renounce the nat*ral and acquired good. 

As baſe deceitful luſts may work thy ſmart, 

So may deceitful frames upon thy heart. 
Scerning good motions may in ſome be found, 
Much joy in hearing, like the ſtony ground“; 
Much ſorrow too in praying, as appears 

in Eſau's careful ſuit with rueful tears+. 
Touching the law they blameleſs may appear , 
From ſpurious views moſt ſpecious virtues bear, 
Nor merely be devout. in men's eſteem, 

But prove to be ſincerely what they fm: 
Friends to the holy law in heart and life, 

Suers of heav'n with utmoſt legal ſtrife ; 

Yet ſtill with innate pride fo rankly ſpic'd, - 
Converted but to duties, not to Chriſt, 

That pubkcans and harlots heav'n obtain) 

Before a erew ſo righteous and ſo vain. 

Sooner will thoſe ſhake off their vicious dreſs 
Than thefe blind zealots will their righteouſneſs, 
Whojudge they have (which fortifies their pride) 
The law of God itſelf upon their fide. 

Old nature, new bruſh*d up with legal pains, 
duch ſtrict attachment to the law retains, 


© Lake viii. 13. | + Heb xi. 17. 
+ Phil. 3. 9. $ Matth. xxi. 31. 


F 


Vain ſouls ſo doubly wedded to the law. 
But would'ſt the glorious Prince in ge 
have, 


Know that thy nat*ral huſband cannot fave. 

Thy beſt eſſays to pay the legal rent 
Can never in the leaſt the law content, 

Didſt thou in pray'rs employ the morning. light 
In tears and groans the watches of the night, 


Paſs thy whole life in cloſe devotion ofer ; 
*Tis nothing to the law {till craving more. 


mands, 
And puny. works from thy polluted hands ; $7 
Perfection is the leaſt that it demands. 
Mouliſt enter into life, then keep the law*® ; 
But keep it perfectly without a flaw. 
It wont have leſs, nor will abate at laſt 
A drop of vengeance for the fin that's paſt. 
Tell, finful mortal, is thy ſtock ſo large 
As duly can defray this double charge ; ; 
| Why theſe are mere impoſlibles,” (ſay*t thou.) 


There's no proportion *twixt its high com- ö | 


Yea, truly ſo they are, and therefore now, 


That down thy legal confidence may fall, 


The law's black doom home to thy boſom call. 


LO: I (the divine law) demand no leſs 
Than perfect everlaſting righteouſneſs; 


But thou haſt fail'd, and loſt thy 28 to 


0 / 
Therefore I doom * to 1 WO; 
In priſon cloſe to be ſhut up for ay, 
Ene L be baffled with thy partial pay. 
Thou always didſt and doſt my precepts break, 


is 1 therefore curſe thee to the burning lake. 


Matth. xxi. 75 
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In God the great Lawgiver's glorious name, 
I judge thy ſoul to everlaſting ſhame. 


No-fleſh can by the law be juſtifyedt : 


Let dareſt thou thy legal duties plead? 


As Paul appeal'd to Cæſar, wilt thou ſo, 

Unto the law? then to it ſhalt thou go, 

And find it doom thee to eternal wo. 

What! wo! alt ye have us plung'd in a de- 

ſpar? 

Amen; yea, God himſelf monks have you there, 
Zis will it 18 that you. deſpair of life, 

And ſafety by the law, or legal rife; 

That cleanty then divorc'd at any rate, 

His faireſt Son may have a faithful mate. 

Till this law-ſentence paſs within our breaſt, 


You'll never wed the law-diſcharging Prieſt. 
Lou prize not heav'n till he through hell you 


draw; 

Nor love the goſpel till you know the law. 
Know then, the divine law moſt perfect eares 

For none of thy imperfect legal wares; 
Dooms thee to vengeance for thy ſinful ſtate, 
As well as ſinful actions ſmall or great. 
If any ſin can be accounted ſmall, 
To hell it dooms thy foul for one and all. 
For ſins of nature, practice, heart, and way, 
Damnation-rent it ſummons thee to pay. 
Yea, not for fin alone, which is thy ſhame, 
But for thy boaſted ſervice too ſo lame, 
The law adjudges thee and hell to meet, 
Becauſe thy righteouſneſs is incomplete. | 
As tow'ring flames burn up the wither*d flags, 
So will the fiery law thy filthy rags. | | 


I Rom. iii. 20. 
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E 


Direction . ven with reference 10 the right uſe of 
the means, that we reſt not on theſe inflead of 


CHRIST the glorious Hu uſband, in whom our hep 
lies. 


DAM, where art thou? Soul, where art 
thou now? 
Oh! art thou ſaying, Sir, what ſpall 7 do 
I dare not uſe that proud ſelf. raiſing e 
Go help yourfelf, and God will help Jeu then. 
Nay, rather know, O Ifreel that thou ha/t 


Deftr oy*d thyſelf, and can'ſt not in the leaſt, ; 


From fin nor wrath thyſelf the captive free, 
7 hy help (ſays Jeſus) only lies in mef. 
Heav'n' s oracles direct to him alone; 

Hill help is lid upon this mighty One. 
in him, in him complete ſalvation dwells; 5 
He's God the helper, and her? is none eljc\, 


of g-leaves wont hide thee from the fiery ſhow! . 


Tis he alone that ſaves by price and power. 
Muſt we do nothing then (will mockers ſay} 


But reft in floth till Heay' n the help convey? 


Pray, ſtop a little, ſinner, don't abuſe 
God's awiul word, that charges thee to uſe 


Means, ordinances. which he's pleasd to place, 


As precious channels of his powerful grace. 


Reſtleſs improve all theſe, until from Heav'n 


The whole ſalvation need ful thus be giv'n, 
Wait in this path, according to his call, 


On him whole pow'r alone effecteth all. 


Would'ſt thou him wed, in duties wait, 4 ſay, 
But marry not thy duties by the way. 


* Gen. iii. g. ＋ Mark x. 17. 
+ Hoſ. xitt. 9. Ila. xiv. 22. 
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Chap. V. The Behever's Efpouſals. 


Thou'lt wofully come ſhort of {ſaving e 


If duties only be thy reſting place. 

Nay 0 a little Fords ＋ through them all, 
To him whoſe office is to ſave from thrall. 
Thus in a goſpel-manner hopeful wait, 
Striving to enter by the narrow gate*: 

So ftrait and narrow, that it won't admit 
The bunch upon thy back to enter it. 
Not only bulky luſts may ceaſe to preſs, 


But ev'n the bunch of boaſted righteouſneſs, 


Many, as in the ſecret page we lee, 
Shall ftrive to enter but unable be +: © 
Becauſe, miſtaking this new way of life, 
They puſh a legal, not a goſpel-ſtrite: * 
As if their duties did Jezovan bind, 
Becauſe tis written, Seek and ye ſhall ind 9. 
Perverted ſcripture does their error fence, 
They read the letter but negle the ſenſe. 
While to the word no goſpel-gloſs they give, 


Their /eck and find's the ſame with do and ve, 


Hence would they a connection native place, 
Between their moral pains and ſaving grace: 


Their nat*ral poor eſſays they judge won't mils- 


In juſtice to infer eternal bliſs. 


Thus commentaries on the word * make 


Which to their ruin are a grand miſtake: 
For through the legal bias in their breaſt, 
They ſcripture to their own deſtruction wreſt. 


Why, J we /cek we get, they gather hence : 

Which is not truth, ſave in the ſcripture-ſenſe. 
There Jeſus deals with friends, and elſewhere: 
Theſe ſeekers only "RN that aſkin Faith. [ſaith, 


4 Song 1 ili. 15 4. * . vii. 13. 14. 


+ Luke xiil. 24. Mat. vii. 7. James i. 6 
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The prayer of the wicked is abhor'd, 

As an abomination to the Lord*. 

Their ute are fins, but their neglects no leſs, 
Which can't their guilt diminiſh, but increaſe. 

They ought, like beggars, lie in grace's way? 
Hence Peter taught the ſorcerer to pray} ; - 


For though mere nat*ral mens addreſs or pray*rs 


Can no acceptance gain as works of theirs, 

Nor have, as their performance, any ſway ; 

Yet as a divine ordinance they may. 

But ſpotleſs truth hath bound itſelf to grant 

The ſuit of none but the believing ſaint. _ 

In Jeſus, perfons once accepted, do 

Acceptance find in him for duties too. 

For he, whoſe Son they do in marriage take, 

Is bound to hear them for their Huſband's lake. 
But let no Chriſtleſs ſoul at prayer appear 

As if Jenovan were oblig'd to hear: 

But uſe the means, becaule a ſov'reign God 

May come with alms, in this his wonted road. 

He wills thee to frequent kind wiſdom's gate, 

To read, hear, meditate, to pray and wait: 

Thy ſpirit then be on theſe duties bent, 

As goſpel means, but not as legal rent. 

From theſe don't thy falvation hope nor claim, 

But from Jenovan in the uſe of them. 

The beggar's ſpirit never was ſo dull, 

While waiting at the gate called Beauti zul, 

To hope for ſuccour at the temple- gate, 

At which he did ſo daily careful wait; 

But from the rich and charitable ſort, 

Who to the temple daily made reſort. 

Means, ordinances, are the comely gate, 

At which kind Heay* n has bid us conſtant wait: 


Prov. xv. 9. Xxviii. 9. Adds viii. 22. 
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Not that from theſe we have our alms, but from 

The libfral God, who there is wont to come. 3. 

If either we theſe means ſhall dare neglect, i 

Or yet from theſe th* enriching bliſs expect, 

We from the glory of the King defalk, 

Who in the galleries s wont to walk ; 

We move not regular in duty's road, 

But bate, invert them to an 1do[-god. 
Seek then, if goſpel- means you would eſſay, 

Through grace to uſe them in a goſpel way: 

Nor deeming that your duties are the price 

Of divine favour, or of paradiſe; 

Nor that your beft efforts employ*d in theſe 

Are fit exploits your awful judge to pleaſe, 

Why, thus you baſely idolize your trafh, 

And make it with the blood of Jeſus claſh. 

You'd buy the bleſſing with your vile refuſe, 

And ſo his precious righteouſneſs abuſe. 

What! buy his gifts with filthy lumber? nay; 

Whoe ver offers this muſt hear him ſay, - 

Thy money periſh with thy ſoul for ay*: : 
Duties are means, which to the marriage- bed 

Should chaſtly lead us like a chamber- maid ; 

But if with her inftead of Chrift we match, 

We not our ſafety, but our ruin . 

To Cæſar what is Cæſar's ſhould be giv'n; 

But Ceſar muſt not have what's due to Heav- 3 

So duties ſhould have duties room, cis true, 

But nothing of the glorious Huſband's due. 

While means the debt of cloie attendance crave, 

Our whole dependence God alone muſt have. 

If duties, tears, our conſcience pacity, 


Ty with the blood of Chrift preſume to vie. 


ba Acts viii. 405 
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Means are Th veſſels ; ſhall we without drudge 
Diſcard the maſter, and eſpouſe the drudge ; 
The hypocrite, the legaliſt does fin, 

To live on duties, not on Chriſt therein. 

He only feeds on empty diſhes, plates, 

Who dotes on means but at the manna frets, 
Let never means content, thy ſoul at al, 
Without the Huſband, who is all in all*. 

Cry daily for the happy marriage-hour ; 

To thee belongs the means, to him the power. 


SE . 


2 CALL to belicve in Ixsus Cuxlsr, 105 ſome 
hints at the act and object of faub. © 


"RIEND, is the e on thy heart en- 
=: grad i 
IWhat fhall I do to be for ever ſavd+ ? 
Lo! here's a living rock to build upon ; 
Believe in Fefus' ; and on him alone 

For righteouſneſs and ſtrength thy anchor drop, 
Renouncing all thy former legal hope. 
* Believe (ſay you!) J can no more believe, 
* Than keep the law of works, the DO and 

ETVEs - | 

True; and it were thy mercy, didſt thou a 
Thine utter want of all ability. 
New cov“ nant graces he alone can grant, 
. Whom God has given to be the covenantÞ. ; 
Ev'n Jeſus, whom the ſacred letters call 
Faith's object, author, finiſher, and all; 
In him alone, not in thy act of faith, 
Thy ſoul believing, full ſal vation hath. 


Col il. 3. + Acts xyi. 30. f Ver. 31, + Ia, xii, 6 
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In this new cov'nant judge not faith to hold 
The room of perfect doing in the old. 
Faith is not giv'n to be the fed'ral price 
Of other bleſſings, or of paradiſe: 
But Heav'n, by giving this, ſtrikes out a door 
At which is carried in Rill more and more. 
No finner muſt upon his faith lay 8 
As ifit were a perfect righteouſneſg. 
God ne'er aiſign'd unto it ſuch a place; 
Tis but at beſt a bankrupt begging g ace. 
Its object makes its fame to fly abroad, 
So cloſe its gripes the righteouſneſs of God; 
Which righteouſneſs receiv'd, is (witho at ſtrife) 
The true condition of Sterns life. | 

But ſtill, ſay you, pow'r to believe I miſs. 
You may; but know you what believing is? 
Faith lies not in your building up a tower 
Ot fome great action by your proper pow*r, 
For Heav'n well knows, that by the killing fall 
No power, no will remains in man at all 
For acts divinely good; till ſov'reign grace 
By pow'rful drawing virtue turn the chaſe. 


Hence none believe in Jeſus as they ought, | 


Till once they firft believe they can do nought, 
Nor are ſufficient cen to form a thought®*. 


They're conſcious, in the right believing hour, 


Of human weakneſs, and of divine pow'r. 
Faith acts not in the ſenſe of ſtrength and might, 
But in the ſenſe of weakneſs acts out-right. 

It is (no boaſting arm of power or length), 

But weakneſs atting on almsghty ſtrength}. 

It is the pow'rleſs, helpleſs finners fight <. 
Into the open arms of ſaving might : 


_ Cor. i Hl. 5. + 2 Cor. xn. 9. 
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Tis an employing Jeſus to do all 

That can within ſalvation's compaſs fall; 

To be the agent kind in ev'ry thing 

Belonging to a prophet, prieſt, and king; 

To teach, to pardon, ſanctify, and ſave, 

And nothing to the creatures pow'r to leave. 

Faith makes us joyfully content that he 

Our Head, our Huſband, and our all ſhould bs; 

Our righteouſneſs and Rrength, our ſtock and 
ſtore, x 

Our fund for food and raiment, grace and glore, 

It makes the creature down to nothing tall, 

Content that Chriſt alone be all in all. 

The plan of grace is faith's delightful view, 
With which it cloſes both as good and true. 
Unto the truth, the mind's afjent is full, 

Unto the good, a free conſentinꝶ till. 

The Hol Spirit here the agent chief, 

Creates this faith, and daſhes unbelief. 

That very God who calls us to believe, 

The very faith he ſeeks muft allo give. 
Why calls he then? ſay you. Pray, man, be 
Why did he call dead Lazarus to riſe ? [wiſe ; : 
Becauſe the orders in their boſom bear 
Almighty pow'r to make the carcaſe hear, 

But Heavy may not this mighty power diſplay. 
| Moſt true; yet ſtill thou art obliged t“ obey, 
But God is not at all oblig*d to ſtretch 
His ſaving arm to ſuch a ſinful wretch. 

All who within ſalvation- rolls have place, 

Are {avid by a prerogative of grace; 

But veſſels all that ſhall with wrath be cramm'd, 
Are by an act of holy juſtice damn«d. 

Take then, dear foul, as from a triendly heart, 
The counſel which the TOIEWINg lines 1 impart. 
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8 ECT. IV. 


An Abvick to > ſinners to apply to the fovereignm mer 
cy of God, as it is diſcovered through ChxISr, 
to 2 the higheſt honour of juſtice, and other divine 
attributes, in order to further _ Faith in hm 
unto ſatvation. 


O, friend, and at Jzunovan's footſtool bow; 
Thou knor» + not what a ſoy'retgn God 
CLonfeſs, if he commiſerate thy caſe, (may do. 
Twill be an act of powerful ſovꝰreign grace. 
Sequeſtrate carefully ſome ſolemn hours, 
To ſhew thy grand concern in ſecret powers. 
Then in th* enſuing ſtrain to God impart, 
And pour into his boſom all thy heart. 
O glorious, gracious, pow aul, ſov'reign Lord, 
* Thy help unto a ſinful worm afford ; f 
* Who from my wretched birth to this ſad hour 
_ © Have till been deſtitute of will and pow*r 
* Tocloſe with glorious Chriſt; yea, filld 
with ſpite 
At thy fair darling, and thy ſaints delight, 
«* Reſiſting all his grace with all my might. 
Come, Lord, and ſap my enmity's ſtrong towꝰr; 
O haſte the marriage day, the day of pow'r: 
That ſweetly, by reſiſtleſs grace inchn*d, 
My once reluctant be a willing mind. 
Thou ſpakꝰſt to being ev'ry thing we ſee, 
When thy Almighty will ſaid, Let it be. 
Nothing to being in a moment paſt: 
Let their be light, thou ſaidſl'; and ſo it was. 
A pow'rful word like this, a mighty call, 
Muſt ſay, Let there be faith, and then it ſhall. 


| Gen. i. 3. 
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Thou ſeek t my faith, and flight from ſin "ang 
"1: 
Give Sat thou ſeek'ſt, Lord; then leek what 
thou wilt. 
What good can fue from a root ſo ill! 
This heart of mine's a wicked lump of hell; 
T will all thy common motions ſtill refit, 
* Unleſs with ſpecial drawing virtue bleſt. 
Thou calls, but with the call thy power con- 
VEY 5 
5 command me to believe, and 11 obey, 
Nor any more thy gracious call gainſay. 
© Command, O Lord, effectually command, 
* And grant I be not able to withftand ; - 
Then pow'rleſs I will ſtreach the witherd 
hand. 
I to thy favour can pretend no claim, 
But what is borrow'd from thy glorious name; 
Which though moſt juſtly thou may ſt glorify, 
In damning ſuch a guilty wretch as me, 
A faggot fitted for the burning fire 
Of thine incenſed everlaſting ire: 
« Yet, Lord, fince now I hear thy glorious Son, 
In favour of a race that was undone, 
Did in thy name, by thy authority, 
Once to the full ſtern juſtice fatisfy ; 
And paid more glorious tribute there unto 
Than hell and all its torments eter can do. 
Since my ſalvation through his blood can wy 
A revenue to juſtice' higheſt praiſe, 
Higher than rents, which hell for ever pays: 
Thefe to tremendous juſtice never bring 
A ſatisfaction equal and condign. 
But Jeſus our once dying God performs, 
What never could by ever-dying worms: 
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Since thus thy threat. ning law is honour'd more 
* Than eter my fins affronted it before: 

since juſtice ſtern may greater glory win, 
By juſtifying in thy darling Son, 

Than by condemning ev'n the rebel me ; 5 
To this device of wiſdom, lo! I flee. 

Let juſtice, Lord according to thy will, 

He glority*d with glory great and full ; 

Not now in hell where juſtice petty pay 

Is but extorted parcels minc*d for ay: 

But glonfy4d in Chriſt, who down has told 
The total ſum at once in liquid gold. 8 
In loweſt hell low praſſe is only won, E 
* Bnt juſtioe has the chigleſt in thy Son; 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs that ſet in red, 
Jo ſhew the glorious morning would ſucceed. 
In him then fave thou me from ſin and ſhame, 
And to the higheſt glorify thy name. 

* Since this bright ſcene thy glories all expreſs, 

And grace as empreſs * through righteoufe 
meſs; 

Since mercy fair runs in a crimſon flood, 

And vents through juſtice ſatisfying- blood : 

Not only then for mercy's ſake I Tue, 

© But for the glory of thy juſtice too. 

And ſince each letter of thy name divine 

Has in fair Jelus* face the brighteſt ſhine, 

This glorious Huſband be for ever mine. 

On this ſtrong argument, ſo ſweet ſo bleſt © * WW; 
With thy allowance, Lord, I muſt.infiſt. 2. iy 
© Great God, ſince thou allow'ſt unworthy me 1 
To make. thy glorious name my humble plea; 

No glory worthy of it wilt thou gain, 
By caſting me into the burning main. 
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And thou ſhalt glory to the higheſt have : 


To ſhew its {ſparkling rays in Jeſus! face: 1 


My feeble back can never ſuit the load, 

That ſpeaks thy name a ſin-revenging God. 
Scarce would that name ſeema conſuming fire 
Upon a worm unworthy of thine ire. 

But ſee the worthy Lamb, thy choſen Prieft, 
With juſtice' burning glaſs agajoft | his breaſt, 
Contracting all the beams of venging wrath, 
As in their centre, till he burn to death. 
Vengeance can never be ſo much proclaim*d 
By ſcatter'djibeams among the millions damned. 
Then, Lord, in him me to the utmoſt ſave, 


Glory to w:/dom, that contrivid fo well! 
Glory to pow'r, that bore and burg*d hell! 
Glory to holineſs, which ſin defac'd, 

With ſinleſs ſervice now divinely gracd! 
Glory to zu/tice ſword, that flaming ſtood, 
Now drunk to pleaſure with atoning blood ! 
Glory to truth, that now in ſcarlet clad, 
Has ſeal'd both threats and promiſes with red! 
Glory to mercy, now 1n purple ſtreams, : 
So ſweetly gliding through the divine flames 
Of other once offended, now exalted names! 
Each attribute conſpires with joint embrace, 


And thus to deck the crown of matchleſs 
grace. as 6, 
Bux to thy name in hell nel er can accrue 
ee e, part of this great revenue. 
aviſhing contrivance! light that blinds 
Gherabie gazers, and feraphic minds. | 
They pry into the deep, and love to learn 
W hat yet ſhould vaſtly. more be my concern. 
Lord, once my hope moſt reaſonleſs could dream N et 
«OF en, without regard to thy great name: I 
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But here is laid my laſting hope to found. 

A highly rational, a divine ground. 
Tis reaſonable, I expect, thou'lt take 
The way that moſt will for thine honour make. 
Is this the plan? Lord, let me build my claim 
Jo life, on this high glory of thy name. 

Nor let my faithleſs heart or think, or ſay, 
That all this glory ſhall be thrown away 
In my perdition ; which will never raiſe 
To thy great name ſo vaſt a rent of praiſe. 
Q then a rebel into favour take: 


Lord, ſhield and ſave me for thy glory's ſake. 


1 


My endleſs ruin is not worth the coſt, 
That ſo much glory be for ever loſt. 

II of the greateſt ſinner bear the ſhame, 
To bring the greateſt honour to thy name. 
Small loſs, though I ſhould periſh endleſs days, 
But thouſand pities grace ſhould loſe the praiſe. 
O hear Jenovan, get the glory then, 

And to my ſupplication ſay, Amen. 


STCT. Xx ; 


The terrible Doom of unbelievers and rejedters of 


CHRIST, or dejpijers of the goſpel. 


1HUS, finner, into Jeſus- boſom fine: 

Then there is hope in Efra'l fure for thee. 
Slight not the call, as running by the rhime, 
Leſt thou repent for ay, if not in time. 

*Fis moſt unlawful to contemn and ſhun 

All wholeſome counſels that in metre run; 
Since the prime fountains of the ſecret writ 
Much heavn'nly truth in holy rhimes tranſmit. 
Ik this dont pleaſe, yet hence it is io crime 
Jo verſity the word, and preach in rhicae. 

T2 
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Some erring minds will goſpel-truth deſpiſe 


But in whatever mould the doctrine lies, 
Without remied, till Heav'n anoint theireyes. 


If he thy conjunct match be never giv'n, 
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Theſe Unes pretend no conqu'ring art nor {k1i}, |} 
But ſhew, in weak attempts, a ſtrong good- will, 
'To mortify all native legal pride, 

And court the Lamb of God a virgin pride, 


Thou'rt doom'd to hell, as ſure as God's it 
heav'n. 
If goſpel-grace and goodneſs don't thee draw, 


Thou art condemn'd already by the law. 


Yea, hence dammation deep will doubly brace, 
If ill thy heart contemn redeeming grace. 
No argument from fear or hope will move, 
Or draw thy heart, if not the bond of love: 
Nor flowing joys, nor flaming terrors chaſe | 
To Chriſt the havin, without the gales of grace. 
O fſlighter then of grace's joyful found, 
Thou'rt over to the wrathful ocean bound, 


Anon thowl:t fink into the gulf of woes, 


Whene'er thy waſting hours are at a cloſe; i 
Thy falſe old legal hope will then be loſt, 
And with thy wretched ſoul give up the ghoſt, 
Then farewell God and Chriſt, and grace and 
Undone thou art, undone for evermore, [glore ; 
For ever ſinking underneath the load 

And prefiure of a ſin-revenging God. 

The ſecret awful text aſſerts, To fall 


Indo his living hands, is fearful thrall ; 


Men no more facrifice for fin r emains*, 

But ever-living wrath, and laſting chains: 
Heav'n ftill upholding life in dreadful death, 
Still throwing down hot thunderbolts of w rath, 


* Heb. X. 29, 31. 
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As full of terror, and as manifold, | ; 
As finite veflels of his wrath can hold. 

* Then, then we may ſuppoſe the wretch to ] 
Sry. | 
O if this damning God would let me die, f 
And not torment me to eternity! 1 
Why from the ſilent womb of ſtupid earth, 
Did Heaven awake and puſh me into birth ? 
« Curs'd be the day that ever gave me life; 

* Curs'd be the cruel parents, man and wife, 
Means of my being, inſtruments of woe? 
For now I'm damn'd, I'm damn'd and always 
Cursꝰ d be the day that ever made me. hear [ſo! 
The goſpel- call, which brought ſalvation near. 
The endleſs ſound of ſlighted mercy's bell, 
Has in mine years the moſt tormenting knell. 
Of offer'd grace I vain repent the loſs, 

The joyful ſound with horror recognoſce. 

The hollow vault reverberates the ſound; | 


Moon OOO. 


6 


This killing echo ſtrikes the deepeſt wound 5 
And with too late remorſe does now con- 
found. STE J 

Into the dungeon of deſpair I'm lock. d 
Th once open door of hope for ever block d; 
Hopeleſs, I fink into the dark abyſs, 

Banifſh*d for ever from eternal bliſs. 

In boiling waves of vengeance muſt I he? 
O could I curſe this dreadful God, and die! 


ba 


— 


Infinite years in torment ſhall I ſpend, 


And never, never, never, at an end! 
* Ah! muſt I live in torturing deſpair 
As many years as atoms in the air? 
When theſe are ſpent, as many thouſands more 
As grains of ſand that croud the ebbing ſhore; - 
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When theſe are done, as many yet behind 
As leaves of foreſt ſhaken with the wind? 
When theſe are gone, as many to enſue 

As flems of graſs on hills and dales that grew. 


When theſe run out, as many on the march 


As ſtary lamps that gild the ſpangled arch? 
When theſe expire, as many millions more 
As moments in the millions paſt before? 
When all theſe doleful years are ſpent in pain 
And multiply*d by myrzads again, [poſe 


Till numbers drown the thought; could I ſup- 


That then my wretched years were At a cloſe, 


This would afford ſome eaſe : but ah! I er | 


To think upon the dreadful ſound for ever ! 
The burning gulph, where I blaſpheming ly; 
Is time no more, but vaſt eternity. 

The growing torment I endure for ſin, 
Through ages all is always to begin, 

How did I but a grain of pleaſure ſow, 

To reap an harveſt of immortal woe? 
Bound to the bottom of the burning main, 


Gnawing with chains, I wiſh for death in vain. 


Juſt doom! fince I that bear the eternal load 


Condemnèd the death of an eternal God. 


Oh! if the God had curs'd me to the laſh, | 
Would bleſs me back to nothing with a daſh! k 
But hopeleſs I the juſt revenger hate, fate. 


Blaſpheme the wrathful God, and eurſe my 


To theſe this word of terror 1 direct, 


Who now the great ſalvation dare negle&t* : 
To all the Chriſt-deſpiſing multitude, 


That trample on the great Redeemer's blood; 


That ſee no beauty in his glorious face, 
But shit his offers, and refuſe his grace, 


* Heb, ik 3. 
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Chap. VI. The Believer's Efpouſals. 
A meſſenger of wrath to none I am, 


But thoſe that hate to wed the worthy Lamb. 


For though the ſmalleſt ſins, If ſmall can be, 
Will plunge the Chriſtleſs ſoul in miſery : 
Yet, lo! the greateſt that to mortals cleave, 
Sban't damn the ſouls in Jeſus that believe; 
Becauſe they on the very method fall 

That well can make amends to, God for all. 

Whereas proud ſouls, thro* unbelief won't let 
The glorious God a reparation get 

Of all his honour, in his darling Son, 

For all the great diſhonours they have done. 
A faithleſs ſoul the glorious God bereaves 

Of all the ſatisfaction that he craves ; 

Hence under divine hotteſt fury lies, 

And with a double vengeance juſtly dies. 

The blackeſt part of Tophet is their place, 

Who ſlight the tenders of redeeming grace. 

That ſacriligious monſter, Unbelief, 

So hard ned gainſt remorſe and pious grief, 

Robs God of all the glory of his names, 

And ev'ry divine attribute defames. 

It loudly calls the truth of God a lie; 

The God of truth a liar*; horrid cry: 


Doubts and denies his precious words of grace, 


Spits venom 1n the royal Suitor's face. 

This monſter cannot ceaſe all fin to hatch, 
Becauſe it proudly mars the happy match. 
As each law-wedded ſoul is join'd to fin, - 
And deſtitute of holineſs within; 

So all that wed the law, muſt wed the curſe, 


Which rent they ſcorn to pay with . full. 


; Bw, 


* 


* John v. 10. 
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104. _. GosPet SOoONNEfTs. .''Partl. 
They clear may read their dreadful doom in 
Whole feſter'd ſore is final unbehef: (brief, 
Though to the law their life exactly fram'd, 
For zealous acts and paſſions too were fam'd : [ 
Yet 10! He chat believes not, ſhall — damm dx. 


But tis proper on the other ft, de, 
With wor ds of comfort to adareſs the bride. 
She in her glorious Huſband does poſſeſs 
N Adorning grace, acquitting righteouſneſs : 
And hence to her pertain the golden mines 
Of comfort op*ned in the following lines. 


/ 


+ John iii, 18. 


GOSPEL SONNETS. 
PART. II. 


THE BELIEVER'S JOINTURE : 

185 OR, 

The POEM Continued, 

Upon Isatan liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Husband, 


N. B. The Hllosuing lines being primarily intended for 
the uſe and edification of pioufly-exerciſed ſouls, and eſpe- 


cially thoſe of a more common and ordinary capacity; 
the author theught jit, through the whole of this ſecond 


part of the book, to continue, as in the former editions, 
to repeat that part of the tent, Thy Huſband, in the 
laft line of every v erſe: becauſe, Hab ber it tended to 
| limit him, and reftri& his liberty of words in the com- 
' pijition, yet having ground to judge, that this appropri- 
ating compellation till reſumed, has rendered theſe lines 
fermerly the more ſavoury to ſome excerciſed Chriſtians, 
to wvhom. the name of CugisT ( particularly as their 
Head and Huſband ) is as ointment poured forth: 


he choſe rather to ſubje himſelf to that reſtrictian, than 
to with-hold what may tend to the ſatisfaction and com- 


fort of theſe to whom CunrIsT 1s all in all; and 15 
whom his name, as their Fl. ;fhand, ſo many various 
zvays applied, will be no nauferus repetition, 
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186 | Gosrrr SONNETS. Part. II. 


CHAP. . 


Containing the PRIVILEO᷑S of the Bblie- 
ver that is eſpouſed to CHRIST by faith 
ol divine operation. 
e 
The BxLIxVnR“s perfect beauty, us acceptance, 
and full ſecurity, through the mmputation of 


Cur1sT*'s perfect righteouſneſs, thoug 'D MPA res 
grace be imperfedt. 


Happy ſoul, Tulle bride, 
The Lamb's beloved ſpouſe ; 
Strong conſolation's flowing tide, 
| Thy Huſband thee allows. 
In thee, though like thy father's race, 
Buy nature black as hell; 
Yet now ſo beautify'd by grace, 
Thy Huſband loves-to dwell. 


Fair as the moon thy robes er, 


While graces ate in dreſs: 
Clear as the fun*, while found to wear 
Thy Huſband's righteouſneſs. | 
Thy moon like graces, changing much, 
Have here and there a {pot ; 


Thy 1un-like glory is not ſuch, 


Thy Huſbarid changes not. 
Thy white and ruddy veſtule falr, 
Outvies the roſy leaf; 


For mong ten thouſand beauties rare 
Thy Huſband is. the chief. 


— * Song i 1. 10. 
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Chap. I. 7 he Believer”s Jointure. 107 


Cloth'd with the ſun, thy robes of light 
The morning rays outſhine; 
The lamps of heav'n are not ſo bright, 
Thy Huſband decks thee fine. 4 
Though helliſn ſmoke thy duties ſtain, 
And ſin deforms thee quite; 
Thy Surety's merit makes thee clean, 
Thy Huſpand's beauty white. 
Thy pray'rs and tears, nor pure, nor good, 
But vile and loat Home ſeem; 
Yet gain, by dipping in his blood, 
Thy Huſband's high eſteem. 
No fear thou ftarve, though wants be great, 
In him thou art complete if 
Thy hungry foul may hopeful wait, 
Thy Huſband gives thee meat. 
Thy money, merit, pow'r, and pelf, 
Were ſquanderd by the fall ; 
Yet, having nothing in thyſelf, 
Thy Husband is thy all. 
Law-precepts, threats, may both beſet 
To crave of thee their due ; 
But juſtice for thy double debt 
Thy Husband did purfue. 
Though juſtice ſtern as much belong 
As mercy to'a:God ; 
Vet juſtice ſuffer'd here no wrong, l 
Thy Husband's back was broad. _ 
He bore the load of wrath alone, 1 RY 1 
That mercy might take vent; ij 
Heaven's pointed arrows all upon 
Thy Husband's heart were ſnent. 


10 q q T W142 


0 GosPEL SONNTS. Part. II. 
No partial pay could juſtice ſtill, 
No farthing was retrench'd ; 
Vengeance exacted all, until 
Thy Husband all advancfd. , 
He paid in liquid golden red 
Each mite the law requir'd, 
Till with a loud Tig. ſiniſbedi, 
Thy Husband's breath expir'd. 
No proceſs more the law can tent; 
Thou ſtand*ft within its verge, 
And mayſt at pleaſure. now preſent 
Thy Husband's full diſcharge. 
Though new contracted guilt beget 
New fears of divine ire; 7 
Vet fear thou not, though drown'd in debt, 
Thy Husband is the payer. 
God might in rigour thee indite 
Of higheſt crimes and flaws ; 
But on thy head no curſe can light, 
Thy Husband is the cauſe. 


SECT. II. 


Cuasr the believer's friend, prophet, bat bing 
aefence, guide, guard, help, and healer. 


EAR foul, when all the haman race 
Lay welt ring i in their gore, 

Vat numbers in that diimal caſe 
Thy Husband paſſed ofer. 

Bur pray, why did he thouknds paſs, 
And tet his heart on thee ? 8 

The deep, the ſearchleſs reaſon was, 
Thy Husband's love is free. 


1 John xix. go 


Chap. I. The Believer S 8 109 


The forms of favour, names of * 

And offices of love, L 
He bears for thee, with open face 
Thy Huſband's kindneſs prove. 

Gainſt darkneſs black, and error blind, . 
Thou halt a % and iel: 2. 
And to reveal the Father's mind, 2 

Thy Huſband's Prophet ſeal'd. 

He likewiſe to procure thy peace, 

And fave from ſin's arreſt, | 
Reſign'd himſelf a ſacrifice ;. 

Thy Huſband is thy Prigſt. 

And that he might thy will ſubject, 

And ſweetly captive bring, | 
Thy tins ſubdue, his throne erect, 

Thy Huſband is thy King. 1 

Though num'rous and aſſaulting foes 

Thy joytul peace may mar; 
And though.a thouſand battles loſe, 

Thy Huſband wins the war. ; 
Hell's forces, which thy mind appal, 

His arm can ſoon diſpatch; 

How ſtrong ſoe' er, yet for them all 

1 hy Hufband's more than match. 
Though ſecret luſts with hid conteſt, 

By heavy groans reveaPd, oo 
And devils rage ; yet do cheir bet, 
Thy Huſband keeps the field. 

When, in deſertipn's evening dark, 
Thy ſteps are apt to ſlide, 
His conduct ſeek, his countel mark, 

Thy Huiband is thy guide. 


Palm Ixxxiv. 1 
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In doubts, renouncing ſelf-conceit, 
His word and Spirit prize: 

He never counſell'd wrong as yet, 
Thy Huſband is ſo wiſe. 


When weak, thy refuge ſeeſt at hand, 


Yet cannot run the length: 


Tis preſent power to underſtand 


Thy Huſband is thy ſtrength. 


When ſhaking ſtorms annoy thy heart, 


His word commands a calm : 
When bleeding wounds, to eaſe thy ſmart, | 
Thy Huſband's blood is balm. 


FTruſt creatures, nor to help thy thrall, 


Nor to aſſuage thy grief: 

Uſe means, but look beyond them all 
Thy Huſband's thy relief. 

If Heay' n preſcribe a bitter drug, 
Fret not with froward will: 

This carriage may thy cure prorogue ; ; 
Thy Huſband wants not ſk1)Jl. 

He ſees the ſore, he knows the cure 
Will moſt adapted be; 

*Tis then moſt reaſonable, ſure, 
Thy Huſband chooſe for thee. 


Friendſhip 1s in his chaſtiſements, 


And favour in his frowns ; 
Thence judge not then in heavy plaints, 
Thy Huſband thee diſowns. 


The deeper his ſharp lancet go 


In ripping up thy wound, 
The more thy healing ſhall unto 
Thy Huſband's praiſe redound. 


( 


. 


Chap. I. The Believer's Jointure. 171 


SECT. I. 


CuntsT the Believer's wonderful phyſician, and 


wealthy friend. 


IND Jeſus empties whom he'll aul, 
Caſts down whom he will raiſe; 
He quickens whom he ſeems to kill; 
Thy Huſband thus gets praiſe. 
When awful rods are in his hand, 
There's mercy in his mind; 
When clouds upon his brow do ſtand, 
Thy Huſband's heart is kind. 
in various changes to and fro, 
He'll ever conſtant prove ; 
lor can his kindneſs come and o, 
Thy Huſband's name is Love. 
His friends in moſt afflicted lot 
His favour moſt have felt; 
For when they're try'd in furnace hot, 
Thy Huſband's bowels melt 
Then he his bride or wounds or heals, 
Heart kindneſs does him move; 
and wraps in frowns as well as ſmiles, 
Thy Huſband's laſting love. 
n's hand to cure could never fail, 
Though of a helpleſs ſtate 
le can in deſp'rate caſes heal, 
Thy Huſband's art's ſo great. 
ſhe nfedicine he did prepare, 
Cant't fail to work for good : 
\ balſam pow'rful, precious, rare, 
Thy Huſband's ſacred blood: 
K 2 


ac 
— 


e — 
_ % [3 SR I - 
& Sr * as. 
— - wr 

1 

: 2 — 1 
” r * I 
, ane 495 4 5 
— 4 BON 
. — * 4 ae. TY — 


A ee I IE 
. — 
. 


— 
8 > 
NG, Bl Ae — dhe 


2 . K 4 PRE 2 — 
. 2 ]³˙—— A CAL EL I LA RIS — 


2 


- Xx 
A 2 2 
Rr ee S * 


8 


E 
* 4 . a 


712 TO Gospxl. SoNNETSA. Part II. 


Thou haſt no worth, no might, no good, 


That bankrupts through his poverty Fr 


* 


* 


Which freely from his broached breaſt 
Guſh'd out like pent up fire. 

His cures are beſt, his wages leaſt, 
Thy Huſband takes no hire. 


Hrs favour to procure: 
But ſee his tore, his pow'r, Lis blood : 
Thy Huſband's never poor. 
Himſelf he humbled wond'rouſly 
Once to the loweſt pitch, 


Thy Huſband might enrich. 
His treaſure 1s more excellent 
Than hills of Ophir gold; 
In telling ftores were ages ſpent, 
Thy Huſband's can't be told. 


All rin that fly on wings of fame, 
Compar'd with this are droſs; 23 

Thy ſearchleſs riches in his name x 
Thy Huſband doth engroſs. Ry, 

The great Ix MANUEL, God- man | 1 
Includes ſuch ſtore divine; 

Angels and ſaints will never ſcan 1 A 


Thy Hutband's golden mine. 


He's full of grace and truth indeed, G 


Of Spirith, merit, might; 

Of all the wealth that pankrupts need, In 
Thy Huſband's heir by right. 

Though heawt'n's his throne, he came from v 


To ſeek and ſave the laſi; Ithence, 
Whatever be the vaſt expence, 3 
Thy Huſband's at the coſt. | 1 

7@ John i. 14. + John iii. 34. ＋. Iſa. Ixvi. 1: 


j Luke. xix. 10. 
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Chap. I. The Believer's Fointure. 
Pleas'd to expend each drop of blood 
That filPd his royal veins, _ 

He frank the ſacred victim Hood; 
Thy Huſband ipar'd no pains. 

His colt immenſe was in thy place ; ; 
Thy freedom coſt his thrall ; 

Thy glory coſt him deep diſgrace, 
Thy Huſband paid for all. 


SECT, "'- 


The Behever's ſafety under the covert of CartsT's 
atoning blood, and powerful interceſſion. 


HEN Heav'n proclaim'd hot war and 
And fin increas'd the ſtrife ; [wrath, 
By rich obedience unto death, ; 
Thy Huſband bought thy life. 
The charges could not be abridg'd, 
But on theſe noble terms; 
Which all that prize, are hugg'd amidſt 
Thy Huſband's folded arms. 
When law condemns, and juſtice too 
To priſon would thee hale; 2 
As ſureties kind for bankrupts do, 
Thy Huſband offers bail. 
God on theſe terms is reconciPd, 
And thou his heart haft won ; 
In Chriſt thou art his favour'd child 
Thy Huſband 1s his Son. 3 
Vindictive wrath is whole appeas'd, 
Thou need'ſt not then be mov'd; 
In JIxsus always he's well pleasd, - 
Thy Huſband's his Belov' dx. 


Matth. iii. 17. 
| K 3 
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114 _ GosPEL SoNNETS. Part II. 
What can be laid unto thy charge, 
When God does not condemn? 
Bills of complaint, though foes enlarge, 

Thy Huſband anſwers them. 

When fear thy guilty mind confounds, 
Full comfort this may yield; þ 
Thy ranſom-bill with blood and wounds 

Thy Huſband kind has ſeal'd. 
His promiſe is the fair extract 
Thou haſt at hand to ſhew ; 
Stern juſtice, can no more exact, _ 
Thy Huſband paid its due. 
No terms he left thee to fulfil, 
No clog to mar thy faith; 
His bond is ſign'd, his latter will 
Thy Huſband ſeaPd by death, 
The great condition of the band, 
Of promiſe and of bliſs, | 
Is wrought by him, and brought to hand, 
_ Thy Huſband's righteouſneſs. 
When theretore preſs'd in time of need, 
To ſue the promis'd good, 
Thou haſt no more to do but plead 
Thuy Hufband's ſealing blood. 
This can thee more to God commend, 
And cloudy wrath diſpel, 
Than e'er thy finning could offend ; 
Thy Huſband vanquith'd hell. 
When vengeance ſeems, for broken laws 
To light on thee with dread ; - 
Let Chriſt be umpire of thy cauſe, | 
- Thy Huſband well can plead, 


5 


Chap. > 


He pleads his righteouſnefs that brought, 


The Believer's Fointure. 


All rents the law could crave ; 


Whateler its precepts, threat'nings, tought, 


Thy Huſband fully gave. 
Did holineſs in precepts ſtand, 
And for perfection call, 


Juſtice in threat! nings death demand? 


Thy Husband gave it all. 
His blood the fiery law did quench, 
Its ſummons need not ſcar: 


Thott cite thee to Heav*n's awful bench, 


Thy Husband's at the bar. 
This Advocate has much to lay, 
His client needs not fear; 
For God the Father hears him ay, 
Thy Husband hath his ear. 
A cauſe fail'd never in his hand, 
So ſtrong his pleading is ; 
His Father grants his whole mand 
Thy Husband's will is his. 
| Hell-forces all may rendezvous, 
Accuſers may combine; 
Vet fear thou not who art his ſpouſe, 
Thy Husband's cauſe is thine. 
By ſolemn oath J=znovan did 
His prieſthood ratity ; | 
Let earth and hell then counterplead, 
Thy Husband gains the plea. 
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The Believer's FAITH and HOPE encouraged, eden 
in the darkeſt nights of deſertion and diſtreſs, 


HE cunning ſerpent may accuſe; 
But never ſhall ſucceed ;. 
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116 GOSPEL SONNE'TS. Part II. 


De God of peace will Satan bruiſe, 
Lf Thy Husband broke his heady. 

| Hell furies threaten to deyour, 
1 Like hon's robb'd of whelps : 
But, lo! in eviry perilous hour, 
38 Thy Husband always helps. 
4 That feeble faith may never fail, 

| | Thine Advocate has pray'd ; 


Though winnowing tempeſt may aſſail, 
Thy Husband's near to aid. 
Though grevious trials grow a- pace, 
| And put thee to a ſtand ; 
| Thou may*ſt rejoice in ev ry caſe, 
| Thy Huſband's help at hand, 
| Truſt, though, when in deſertion dark, 
| No twinkling ſtar by night, 
| 


No ray appear, no glim'ring ſpark ; 
Thy Huſband is thy light. 
His beams anon the clonds can rent, 
3 And through the vapours run; 
i For of the brighteſt firmament, 
| Thy Husband is the ſun. 
1 Without the ſun who mourning Go, 
=. And ſcarce the way can find, 
| He brings through paths they do not know* ; 
| 
| 


Thy Husband leads the blind. 
Through fire and water he with ſkull 
Brings to a wealthy and ;.: 
Rude flames and roaring floods, BE STILL, 
11/8 Thy Husband can command. 
[/] © When fin diſorders heavy brings, 
| That preſs thy ſoul with weight; 
| Then mind how many crooked =. 
[| Thy Husband has made /iraight. 
| J Rom. xyi. 20. IIa. gli. 16, 


Chap. I. The Believer's Fointure.- 

Sill look to him with longing eyes, 
Though both thine eyes ſhovId fail; 

Cry, and at length, though not thy cries, 
Thy Husband ſhall prevail. 

Still hope for favour at his hand, 
Though tavour don't appear; 

When help ſeems moſt aloof to ſtand, 

Thy Husband's then moſt near. 

In caſes hopeteſs-hke; faint hopes 
Mag fail, and fears annoy ; 

But moſt when {tript of earthly props, 
Thy Husband thoul't enjoy. 

If Providence the promiſe thwart, 
And yet thy humbled mind | 

*Gazn/t hope believe in hopeF, thou art 
Thy Husband's deareſt friend. 

Art thou a weakling, poor and Faint; 

In jeopardy each hour? 

Let not thy weakneſs move thy plaint, 
Thy Husband has the pow'r. 

Dread not the foes that foild thee long, 
Will ruin thee at length: 

When thou art weak, then art thou ſtrong; ; 
Thy Husband is thy ſtrength. 

When toes are mighty, many too, 
Don't fear, nor quit the field; 

Tis not with thee they have to do, 
Thy Husband is thy ſhield. 

Tis hard to fight againſt an hoſt, 

Or ſtrive againſt the ſtream; 

But lo! when all ſeems to be loſt, 

"0 Husband will redeem. 


i Rom. vi. 18. 
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SECT. VI. 


BENEFITS accruing to Believers, from the offices, 
names, natures, and ſufferings of CHRIST. 


RT thou by luſts a captive led, 
Which breeds the deepeſt grief? ? 
To ranſom captives is his trade, 
Thy Husband's thy relief. 
His precious name is JESUS, why? 
Becauſe he /aves /rom fin*? 
Redemption-right he won't deny, 
Thy Husband's near of kin. 
His wounds have ſaved thee once from woes, 
His blood from vengeance ſcreen'd ; 
When heav'n and earth, and hell were foes, 
Thy Husband was a friend :. 
And will thy Captain now look on; 
And ſee thee trampled dow; 
| W hen, lo! thy Champion has the chrone; 
Thy Husband wears the crown. | 
. Yield not, though cunning Satan bribe | 
1 Or like a lion roar ? a 
The Lion ſtrong of Judah's tribe, | 
Thy Husband's to the fore. 7 
And that he never will forſakc?, 
[| His credit fair he pawn'd ; 1 
| In hotteſt broils, then, courage take, 
Thy Husband's at thy hand. | 7 
| | | No ſtorm needs drive thee to a ſtraight, 
Who doft his aid invoke : Þ 
B 


Fierce winds may blow, proud waves may bext; 
Thy Husband is the rock. : 


| 
in! * + iti, 5. 
ll * Matth. i. 21, + Heb. xiti. 5. 


Chap. T. The Believers Jointure. 

Renounce thine own ability, 
Lean to his promis'd might; 

The ſtrength of Ira. I cannot lie, 

Thy Huſband's power is plight. 
An awful truth does here preſent, 

Whoever think it odd ; 
- In him thou art omnipotent, 

Thy EKuſband is a God. 
J=novan's ſtrength is in thy Head, 
Which faith may boldly ſcan ; 
God in thy nature does reſide, 
Thy Huſband is a man. 

Thy fleſh is his, his Spirit thine, 
And that you both art one, 
One body, Spirit, temple, vine, 

Thy Huſband deigns to own. 
| Kind he aflum*'d thy fleſh and blood 
This union to purſue ; 
And without ſhame his brotherhood 
Thy Huſband does avow. | 


He bore the croſs thy crown to win, 


His blood he freely ſpilt ; 
The holy One aſſuming fin, 

- Thy Huſband bore the guilt. 
Lo! what a bliſs'd exchange is this 

What wiſdom ſhines therein ! 


That thou might/t be made righteouſnefs 


Thy Huſband was made ſin*. 
The God of joy a man of grief, 
Thy ſorrows to diſcuſs; 
Pure innocence hang'd as a thief. 
Thy Huſband lov'd thee thus. 
Bright beauty had his viſage marr'd 
His comely form abus'd. 


2 Cor. v. 21. 
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True reſt was from all reſt debarr'd, 
Thy Huſband's heel was bruis'd. 

The God of bleſſing was a curſe, 
The Lord of lords a drudge, 

The heir of all things poor in purſe: 
Thy Huſband did not grudge 

The Judge of all condemned was, 
The God immortal ſlain : 

No favour, in thy woful ue | 
Thy Huſband did obtain. 


SB ©C2T, - Wil. 


Enk15T's Sufferings Further improved; and Belie- 
vers called to live by faith, both when they have 1 


and want ſenſible mfluences. 


 OUD praiſes ſing, without ſurceaſe, 2 
' To him that frankly came, 
And gave his foul a ſacrifice; 1 
Thy Huſband was a Lamb. 
What waken'd vengeance could denounce, Ca 
All round him did beſet; 
And never left his ſoul, till once ; Th 
Thy Huſband paid the debt. =o 2 
And though new debt thou ſtill contract, 2 


And run in deep arrears; 

Jer all thy burden on his back 
Thy Huſband always bears. 

Thy Sake will neter demand of thee 
Two payments for one debt; 

Thee with one victim wholly free 
Thy Huſband kindly ſet. 

That no grim vengeance might thee mee, 0 
Thy Haband met with all; * 3s 


"WP 


Chap. I. The Believer's Pointure. 121 
And, that thy foul may drink the ſweet, op 
Ihy Huſband drank the gall. 
Full breafts of joy he loves t extend f 
Like to a kindly nurſe; 
And, that thy bliſs may full be d 
Thy Huſband was a curſe. 
Thy fins he glu'd unto the tree 
His blood this virtue hath ; | 
For, that thy heart to fin migat die, 
Thy Huſband ſuffer'd death. 
To purchaſe fully all thy good. . 
All evil him befel ; | g 
To win thy heav'n with ſtreams of blood, 
Thy Huſband quenched hell. 
That this kind Davs-Man in one band 
Might God and man betroth, 
He on both parties lays his hand, | 
Thy Huſband pleaſes both. 855 1 
The blood that could ſtern juſtice PS | wg 
And law-demands fulfil, _ ; 4 0 
Can alſo guilty conſcience eaſe; : = 
Thy Huſband clears the bill. 
Thy higheſt glory is obtain*d 
By his abaſement deep; 
And that thy tears might all be drain'd 
Thy Huſband choſe to.weey. 
His bondage all thy freedom bought, 
He ſtoop'd fo lowly down; 
His grappling all thy grandeur brought, 
Thy Huſband's croſs thy crown. 
'Tis . his ſhock thy ſceptre ſways, 
His warfare ends thy ſtrife; 
His poverty thy health conveys, 
Thy Huſband's death thy life; 
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Do mortal damps invade thy heart, 

And deadneſs ſeize thee ſore! 

Rejoice in this, that life t* impart 
Thy Huſband has in ſtore. 

And when new life imparted ſeems 
Eſtabliſh'd as a rock, 


Boaſt in the fountain, not the ſtreams ; - 


Thy Huſband is thy flock. 


The ſtreams may take a various turn, 


The fountain never moves: 


Ceaſe then, -ofer failing ſtreams to mourn, 


Thy Huſband thus thee proves. 


That glad thou mayſt, when drops are gone, 


Joy in the ſpacious fea : | 
When incomes fail, then ſtill upon 
Thy Huſhand keep thine eye. 
But can't thou look, nor moan tby ſtrait, 
So dark's the diſmal hour? 
Yet, as thou'rt able, cry and wait 
Thy Huſband's day of pow'r. 


Tell * though ſin prolong the term. 


Fet love can ſcarce delay: 


Thy want, his promiſe, all affirm, 


Thy Huſband muſt not ſtay. 
| e 
Cnzxisr he Believer's enriching Treaſure. 


IND Jeſus lives, thy life to be 
Who mak# him thy refuge; 
And, when he comes, thowlt j Joy to ſee 

1hy Huſband ſhall be judge. 
Should paſling troubles thee annoy, 
Without, within, or both? 


Chap. Il. The Belever's Jointure. 
Since endleſs life thow'lt then enjoy, 
Thy Huſband pledg'd his troth. 
What won't he, ev'n in time, impart 
Thar's for thy real good? 
He gave his love he gave his heart, 
Thy Huſband gave his blood. 
He gives himſelf, and what ſhould more? 
What can he then refuſe ? 
If this won't pleaſe thee, ah! how ſore 
Thy Huſband doſt abuſe ! 


12 


Earth's fruit, heav'n's due he won't deny, 


Whoſe eyes thy need behold: 

Nought under or above the ſky 
Thy Huſband will withhold. 

Doft fols zrieve? Since all 1s thine, 
What loſs can thee befal? 

All thing: for good to thee combine, 
Thy Hutband orders all. 

Thou rt not puft up with barren leaves, 
Or dung of earthly pelf; 


More wealth than heav'n and earth he gives, 


Thy Huſband's thine himſelf. 
Thou haft enouga to ſtay thy plaint, 

Elſe thou complaint of eaſe ; 

For, having all, don't ſpeak of want, 
1hy Hutband may ſuffice. 

For this thy ſtor. * believing, take - 
Wealth to the utmoſt pitch: 

The gold of Ophir cannot make, 
Thy Huſband makes thee rich. 

Some flying gains acquire by pains, 
And ſome by plund' ring toll ! 

Such treaſure fades, but thine remains, 
Thy Huſband's cannot ſpoil. 


* Rom. viii. 28- 
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CRHRILST De believer's adornng garment. 


PROS . 
— e 


FEA, thou excell'ſt in rich attire 
The lamp that lights the globe; 
Thy ſparkling garment heav'ns admire, 
Thy Huſband is thy robe. 

This raiment never waxed old, 

Tis always new and clean; 
From ſummer-heat and winter-cold, 
19 Thy Huſband can thee ſcreen. 
1 All who the name of worthies bore, 
| 
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| Since Adam was undreſt, | 
h No worth acquir'd, but as they wore 
| 4 Thy Huſband's purple veſt. 
This linen fine can beautify 
The toul with fin begirt : 
O bliſs his name that eter on thee 
| Thy Huſband ſpread his {kint. 
[i Are dunghilis deck*d-with flow'ty glore 
i! Which Sclomon's outvie ? 
Sure thine 1s infinitely more, 
Thy Huſband decks the iky. 
| Thy hands could never we @ the arets, 
| By grace alone thou'rt ga, ; 
| Grace vents and reigns through igbteouſneſs, 
Thy Huſband's bright array. | 
1 To ſpin thy robe no more doſt need 
1 Than lilies toil for theirs; 
O.ut of his bowel's ev'ry thread 
Thy Huſband thine prepares. 
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I. Chap E The Believer's Fointure. "2 5 


SECE 


Curtis the believer's ſweet Nouriſhment. 


HY food conform to thine array 
Is heav'nly and divine; 
On paſtures green where angels play, | 
Thy Husband feeds thee fine. He | 
Angelic food may make thee fair, | 1 
And look with chearful face; | 
The bread of life, the double ſhare, 


1 

'Thy Hulbands love and grace. 1 
What can he give or thou defire, _ | 
More than his fleſh and blood ? | '; WM 
Let angels wonder, ſaints admire, 4 
Thy Husband is thy food. 1 


His fleſh the incarnation bers | 2. 
From whence thy feeding flows; Rs 1 ir 
His blood the /atixfaction clears '\ 

Thy Husband both beſtows. 41 
Th incarnate God a ſacrifice 


To turn the wrathful tide, 1 
Is food for faith that may ſuffice 1 
Thy Husband's guilty bride. 9 
This ſtrength' ning food may fit and fence 1 
For work and war to come; "414. i 
Till thro' the crowd ſome moments hence, i! B 


Thy Huſband brings thee home. 
Where plenteous feaſting will ſucceed 
To ſcanty feeding here: 
And joyful at the table-head 
Thy Huſband fair appear. 


L 3 
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The crumbs to banquets will give place, 

And drops to rivers new : 
While heart and eye will face to face 

Thy Huſband ever view. 


C HAP, H. 


Containing the MARES and CHARACTERS 


of the Believer in CHRIST ; together 
with ſome farther privileges and ground 
of comfort to the Saints. 


Doubtin believers called to examine, by marks 
drawn from their love to Him and his Prejence, 
their view of bis glory, and their being emptied 


, of ef righteauſueys, WE. 


OOD news! but, ſays the drooping bride, 
Ah! what all this to-me? 

Thou doubtſt thy right when ſhadows hide 
Thy Huſband's face from thee. 

Through fin and guilt thy ſpirit faints, 
And trembling fears thy fate; N 

But harbour not thy groundleſs plaints, | 
Thy Huſband's advent wait. 

Thou ſob'ſt, O were I ſure he's mine, 
This would give glad' ning eaſe;“ 

And ſay'ſt, Thot wants and woes combine, 
Thy Huſband would thee pleale. 

But up and down, and ſeldom clear, 
inclosd with helliſh routs ; 


Vet yield thou not, nor foſter fear; 


Thy Hutband hates thy doubts. 


Chap. II. The Eeliever's Fointure. _ 127 
Thy cries and tears may flighted ſeem. 
And barr'd from preſent aſs: . 
Let blame thyſelf, but never dream 
1hy Huſband's ill to pleate. 
Thy j=alous unbelieving heart 
Still droops, and knows not why ; 
Then prove thyſelf to eaſe thy ſmart, 
Thy Huſband bids thee try. 
The follwing queſtions put to thee, 
As {cripture- marks may tell 
And ſhew whatefer thy failings be, 
Thy Huſband loves thee well. 


Marks. 


; N thou content when he's away: 2 
Can earth allay thy pants? | 


it conſcience witneſs, won't it ſay, = 
Thy Husband's all thou wants? it 
LIWhen he is near, (though in a croſs), __ 

And thee with comfort feeds; 
Doſt thou not count the earth as droſs, 
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Thy Husband all thou needs? | " #4: of 

In duties art thou pleas'd or pain'd, 1 = 
hen far he's out of view? — 
And finding him, think*ſ all regain'd, | 1 
Thy Husband always new. 1 i i 
Tho* once thou thoughtſt, while Sinai maſt „ 
And darkneſs compaſs'd thee, | e 
Thou watt undone; and glorious Chriſt | 17; i 
Thy Husband nefer would be. 5 ii oi 


Yet know'ſt thou not a Fa place, 
Of which it may be told, 

That there the glory of his grace, 
Thy Husband did unfold © e 


a 444 $a, . * \ * 1 
1 A ITE. —— 
— 2 ” 8 


— — 2 ————r———— Soo oops ae 


ö 


— — i= ame en rarer es —— — : — 


— = 


. ———— ů ůjç—— 
. 


FA 


— — 
—— — — 


—— — AI — — K voy nag ——_— m 
N r . — 


— 
Tate — — ot 


— — = 
— 


8 # 
5 
. " 
4 
1 

[4 

* ” 

v 
"4 
wr 
* 6 
+1 
+; 
124 
MY 
1 9 
14 
1 
4 

+ 

g- 

4 

| 

£ 

1 


— — — — — — — 
— — —— — — 
1 


— 5 6 _ — — 
Im —— — — —— 


128 SosrEIL. SONNETS. Part II. 


Where heav'nly beams inflam*d thy ſoul, 


And love ſeraphic art, 


With hallelujah's, did extol 


Thy Husband in thy heart. 
Couldſt then have wiſh'd all Adam's race 


Had join'd with thee to gaze; 


| That viewing fond his comely face, 


Thy Husband might get praiſe ? 
Art thou disjoin'd from other lords 2 
Divorc'd from fed*ral /aws ? 
While with moſt loving goſpel cords 
- Thy Husband kindly draws ? 
A'n't thou enlighnten'd now to ſee 
Thy righteoutneſs is naught 
But rag, that cannot cover thee ? 
Thy Husband ſo has taught. 
Doſt ſee thy beſt performances 
_ Deſerve but hell indeed: 
And hence are led, renouncing theſe; 
Thy Husband's blood to plead ! 
When ſtrengthen boldly to addreſs. 
That gracious throne of his, 
Doſt find thy ſtrength and righteouſneſs, 
Thy Husband only is? 
Canſt thou thy moſt exalted frame 
Renounce, as wich'ring graſs, 
And firmly hold thine on} y claim, 


1 by Husband's worthineſs, 
Canſt pray with utmoſt holy + pith 
And yet renuvnce thy good? 
And waſh, not wich thy tears, but with 
Ty Husband's e blood! ? 1 
D 


4 tf, Ixiv. 6. I Vigour or ſtrength. 


—— 
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Chap. II. The Believer's Juinture. 129 


S N 0; 
inder deſer ibed, from their Faith ating by da- 


vine aid, ana fleeing N out o CR to 
CHRIST. 


| AN nothing leſs thy conſcience eaſe, 
'@ And pleaſe thy heart no leſs 
Than that which juſtice ſatisfies, 
Thy Husband's righteoulnets ? 8 
Doſt tee thy works ſo ſtain'd with fin, ; : 
That thou through grace art mov*d, 
To ſeek acceptance only in 
Thy Husband the Beloy'd ? 
Doft thou remind that once a day 
Free grace did ſtrengthen thee. 
To gift thy guilty ſoul : away, 
Thy Husband's bride to be? | 
Or doit thou mind the day of power 
Wherein he broke thy pride! 
And gain'd thy heart? 0 happy hour! 
B by Husband caught the bride ! . 
He did the enmity ſubdue, 
The bondage {ad recal, 
Made thee io "chooſe, and cloſe purſue 
Thy Husband as thy all. 
What reſt, and peace; and j joy enſud 
- Upon this noble choice ? 
Thy Praft with flowers of pleaſure ſtrew*d, 
Thy Husband made rejoice. 
Doſt know thou neter couldſt him embrace, 
THI he embraced thee ? 
Nor ever ſee him, till bis face 
Thy Husband * kes 


430 GospEL SONNETS. Part II. 
And findeſt to this very hour, 
That this is ſtill the charm; . 
Thou canſt do nothing, till with power 
Thy Husband ſhew his arm? 
Canſt thou do nought by nature, art, 
Or any ſtrength of thine, 
Until thy wicked froward heart 
Thy Husband ſhall incline. 


But art thou, though without a wing : 

Of powrr aloft to flee, - 

Yet able to do ev'ry thing, 
Thy Husband ftrength'ning thee? 

Doſt not alone at duties fork*, | 

But foreign aid enjoy? 

And ſtill in ev'ry piece of work 5 

Thy Husband's ſtrength employ ? 

Thy motion heav'nly is indeed, 1 
While thou by faith doſt move ; 

And ſtill in evi'ry time of need 7 
Thy Husband's grace improve. 

No common nat'ral faith can ſhew U 
Its divine brood like this; 1 


Whoſe object, author, feeder too, 
Thy Husband only is. : 
Doſt ow by faith on him rely ? 5 * 
On him, not on thy faith? 
If faith ſhall with its object vie. 
Thy Husband's ſet beneath. | | 
Their hands receiving faculty 1 
Poor beggars never view; | 
1 ei,, ᷑ : =: 
1 Thy Husband ſo wilt thou. : 
1 4 Faith, like a gazing eye ne'er waits | 
it To boaſt 1 in ſeeing powers; 
* Labour, wreſtle, or toil. 


* 


Chap. II. The Believer's Jointure. 
Its object views, itſelf forgets; 
Thy Huſband 1t adores. 
It humbly {till itſelf denies, 
Nor brags its acte at all; 
Deep plung'd into its object lies, 
Thy Huſband is its all. 
No ſtrength but his it bas, and vaunts, 
No ſtore but his can ſhow : 
Hence nothing has, yet nothing wants, : 
Thy Huſband trains it ſo. | 
Faith, of its own, no might can ſhow : 
Elſe would itſelf deſtroy; 
But will for all it has to do, 
Thy Huſband ſtill employ. 
Self-ſaviours none could ever be 
By faith or grace of theirs ; 
Their fruitleſs toil, 1o high that flee, 
Thy Huſband's praiſe ; impairs. | „ 
The ſeemingly devouteſt deed, 8 N 
That would with thameleſs brow, 
His ſaving trade take o'er his head, 
Thy Huſband won't allow. e „ = 
Daſt therefore thou to him alone 1 
Commit thy finful ſoul? N 1 
Knowing of thy ſalvation «+ 
Thy Huthand is the whole ? 
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Believers characteriſed by the objects and purity of 
their defire, delight, joy, hatred, and love, dif- 
Covering they have the Spirit of CHRIST. 


\ OST thou his Spirit's conduct wait? 
And, when compar'd to this, 


All worldly wiſdom under-rate ?: 
Thy Huſband waits to bleſs. 
Tak'ſt thou his Spirit for thy guide 
Through Baca's valley dry, 
Whoſe rea of influences glide 
Thy Huſband's garden by? 
In digging wells hereby his pow'r, 
Doſt find it not in vain, 
While here a drop, and there a ſhow! r 
Thy Huſhand makes to rain? 
Hence doſt thou through each weary. caſe 
From ſtrength to ſtrength go on, 
From faith to faith, while grace for grace 
Thy Huſband gives anon ? 
The good,, the gracious work begun, 
And further'd by his ſtrength, | 
Shall proſp'rous, through the wreſtling, win 
Thy Husband's crown at length. 
Sin's pow'r and preſence canſt thou own. 
Is thy moſt grievous ſmart, 
That makes thee ſob, and weep alone ! 
Thy Husband knows thy heart. 
Does love to him make thee diſtaſte 
Ih lufts with all their charms ? 
And molt them loath'ſt, when moſt thou haſt 
'Thy Husband in thine arms ? 
Are 5 of love the ſweeteſt ties 
To bind thee duty-ways? 
And beſt thou ſerv'ſt when moſt thou ſpies 
Ihy Husband's beauteous rays? _ 
Didſt ever thou the pardon read 
In tears of untold joy? 
When mercy made thy heart to bleed, 
. ned Husband \ was not each pn, 


8 
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Do 3 ſweetly melt thy heart; | 2 7 
And moſt imbitter ſin? Cl! 
And make thee long with droſs to part | 164 
Thy Huſband's throne to win? | - = 
When he ariſes luſt to kill, ht 
Corruptions to deftroy, | - 107 
Does gladneſs then thy loirit fille 15 
Thy Huſband is thy joy. C 1 
Doſt thou his perſon fair embrace =_ 
Beyond his bleffings all? | 1 


Sure, then, thou boldly mayſt through grace 
Thy Huſpand Jzsus tall, 
What company doſt thou prefer? 
What friends above the reſt ? [1 
Of all relations every where, ,- 
Thy Huſband is the beſt. 6 138 
'Whom in the earth or heawn doſt thou 
Moſt ardently defire? 


Is love's aſcending ſpark unto 1 7 3 1919 

| Thy Huſband ſet on fire? 5 1 

Haſt thou a hatred to his foes, | at 
And doſt their courſe dechne? : wi! 
Loveſt thou his ſaints, and dar'ſt ſuppoſe 1 
Thy Huſband's Mends are thine ! 5 i 
Doſt thou their talk and walk efteem to 


When moſt divinely grave ? 

And favour'ſt beſt when moſt they ſeem 

＋ b Huſband's Sp'rit to have? - 

8 E C T. IV. 

Believers i in CHRIST affect his council, word, ordi- 
nances, appearance, full enjoyment in Deaven, and 
fwycet preſence here. - 
"HERE go'ſi thou firſt whom? in a Arait 

Or when mou grief opprente . ES 3 

M | 
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Fleeſt thou on him? O happy cate ! NT # ; 
Thy Husband 1s thy reſt. | ! 
His counſel ſeekiſt thou ſtill prepar'd, | 

Nor canſt without him live? 
"Wiſdom to guide, and ſtrength to guard, 


PN 


Ihy Huſband hath to give. „„ i 
Canſt thou produce no pleaſant pun, 85 1 
Or token of his love? 8 1 
Won't fignets, bracelers, from his hand 
Thy Huſband's kindneſs rere?! 7 
Mind'ſt when he ſent his healing word, e 
Which darted from on hig. | I 
Did light, and life, and joy afford? ns. 
Thy Huſband then was nigh. | L 


Canſt thou his promiſe ſweet forget, 
He dropt into thy heart? —_© 
Such gladining pow'r, and love with it, 


Thy Huſband did impart.” „ 1 
Doſt thou affect his dwelling place, 5 
And mak'ſt it thy repair; 1 


- ___ Becauſe thine eyes have Cari through grace, 
Thy Huſband's glory there? | 
Doſt love his great appearing day, 
And thereon muſe his joy Y | 
When duſky ſhades will fby away, 
Thy Huſband death deſtroy? 
Doſt long to tee his glorious face. 1 
6 Within the higher orb, 131 * ; 
E . Where humid ſorrows lofing place, me” 
| Thy Huſband's rays abſord? 
=. Long'ft to be free of ey ry fault, 
To bid all fin adieu? . 
And mount the hill, where ad! thou mult. 
12 Huſband's glory view? | 9 ; 
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Life where it lives, love where it loves, 
Will moſt defire toe 

Such love- ſick longing, plainly proves wy 
Thy Husband's love to thee. 

What is it beſt can eaſe thy plaint, 
Spread morning o'er thine ev'n ? 

Is his approach thy heart's content, 

Thy Husband's preſenge heaven? 
And when deny'd this tweet relief, 

Canſt thou aſſert full well, 

His hiding is thy greateſt grief. 5 
Thy Husband's abſence hell? 447 
Let thy experience be diſcloſ'd ; Font 

If conicience anſwer Yea _ 

To all the queries here propos'd, 
Thy Husband's thine for ay. 
Pertain thele characters to thee? 
Then, ſoul, begin and praiſe 
His glorious worthy name, for hne 
Thy Husband is always. 


. 


8 E C F. . 
The Tru: Believer 9 humility, dependence, xcal, 


growth, and admiraion . Jreegrace, and know 


2 of CarrisT* 8 Dolce. 


ERHAPS a ſaints may fi fi my and ſay, 
+ I tear Em yet to learn 7 | 
Theſe marks of marriage love.” Yet ftay, 
hp Husband's bowels earn 
Though darkneſs may the light obſcure, 
And ſtorms ſurmount thy calms, 
Day yield to night, and thou be poor, 


11 Husband yet has alms. 
M2 
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Doſt ſee thyſelf an empty brat, 
A poor unworthy thing 
With heart upon the duſt laid flat! 
Thy Husband there does reign. 
Art in thine own eſteem a beaſt, 
And doſt thyſelf abhor? | 
The more thou haſt of ſelf. diſtaſte, 
Thy Husband loves thee more. 
Can hell breed no ſuch wicked elf, 
As thou in thine own fight? _ 
Thou'ſt got, to ſee thy filthy ſelf, 
Thy Husband's pureſt light. 
Canſt find no names ſo dine fo vile, 


With which thou would'ſt compare, 


But call thyſelf a lump of hell? 

Thy Husband calls thee fair, > 

When his kind viſits makes thee ſee | 
He's precious, thou art vile, 


Then mark the hand of God with thee, 


Thy Husband gives a ſmile. 

He knows what viſits ſuit thy tate, 

And though moſt rare they 1 
It ſets thee well on him to wait. 

Thy Husband waits for thee. 

Doſt ſee thou art both poor and weak, 

And he both full and ftrong? _ 
O don't his kind delays miſtake, 

Thy Husband comes ere long. 
Though during Sinai's ſtormy day, 
Thou dread*| the diſmal blaſt, 
And fears thou art a caſt-away, 

Thy Husband comes at laſt. 

The glorious Sun will rife apace, 


And ſpread his healing wings. 
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In are pomp of ſoy'reign grace, 14 
Thy Huſband gladneſs brings. 1 
Canſt thou, whateter ſhould come of thee, - "4 
Let wiſh his Lion well, 2 
And joy in her proſperity” P | 

Thy Hutband loves thy zeal. 14 
Doſt thou admire his love to ſome, 14 
Though thou ſhouldſt never mare ; 
Mercy to thee will alſo come, 
Thy Huſband hath to ſpare. 
Poor foul? doſt grieve for want of grace, 
And weep for want of love, | $14 
And Jeſus ſeek#ſt ! O happy caſe ! Fg 1 
Thy Huſband lives above. => tho | = 
Regretting much thy falling ſhort, 
Doſt after much aſpire ? | 
There's hope in inne for thy ſort, 
Thy Huſband's thy deſire. 5 
Art thou well pleas'd that ſov'reign grace, 4, 
Through Chriſt exalted be? | "*h 
This frame denotes no hopeleſs caſe, | 
Thy Huſband's pleas'd with thee. 
Couldſt love to be the footſtool low, 
On which his throne might riſe, 
Its pompous grace around to ſhow? - 
Thy Huſband does thee prize. 
If 3 a glance of his fair face 
Can cheer tbee more than wine; 
Thou in his loving heart hast place, | 1 
Thy Husband place in thlinnee. — 5 
Doſt make his blood thy daily bath? 1 
His word and oath thy ſtay? - 
His law of love thy lightſome path? 
Thy Husband is thy way. 
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All things within earth's ſpacious womb 
Does count but loſs and dung, 

For one ſweet word in ſeaſon from 
Thy Husband's learned tongue? 


Sbkill to diſcern and know his voice 


From words of wit and art, 
Will clearly prove thou art his choice, 

Thy Huſband's thine in heart. 
The pompous words that fops admire;. 
May fragrant fancy feaſt; | 
But with ſeraphic harmleſs fire 

Thy Husband's burn the breaſt. 


SECT. VI. 


True Believers are willing to be tried and examin- 
ed. Comforts ariſing to them from CHRIST'S rea- 
dy ſupply, rea: Pa, and n names, 


fuiting their needs. 


\ OST thou upon thy trait: rous heart 
Still keep a jealous eye? 


5 Molt willing that thine In part- 


Thy Huſband ſtrictly try? 


The thieving croud will hate the light; 


_ Leſt ſtol'n effects be ſhown; 


But truth defires what's wrong or FRY 


Thy Huſband would make known. 
Doſt thou his trying word await, - 
His ſearching doctrine love; 
Fond, leſt thou err through ſelf deceit, 
Thy Husband would thee prove? 


Does oft thy mind with inward {mart 


Bewail thy unbelicf ? 


And conſcious. ſue from plagues of heart 


T by Husband for relief: ? 


_ 
1 
4 
1 
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Why doubt'ſt his love? and yet, behold, 


With him thou wouldft not part 
For thouſand thouſand earths of gold; 
Thy Husband has thy heart. 
Though darkneſs, deadneſs, unbelief, 
May all thy ſoul attend; 
Light, life, and faith's mature real. - 
Thy Husband has to ſend. 
Of wants annoying why complain A 
Supply ariſes hence; ; 
What gifts he has received for menX, 
Thy Husband will diſpenſe. 
He got them in's exalted ſtate 
For rebels ſuch as thou; 
All then that's needful good, or great, 
Thy Husband will allow. _ 
Thy wants he ſees, thy cries he hong. 
And, marking all thy moans, 
He in his bottle keeps thy tears, 
Thy Husband notes thy groans... 
All thine infirmities him touch, 
They ftrike his feeling heart; 
His kindly ſympathy is ſuch, 
Thy Husband finds the ſmart, 
Whatever touches thee alfects, 
The apple of his eye : 
Whatever harms, he therefore checks, 
Thy Husband's aid is nigh. _ 
If foes are ſpard thy need is ſuch, . 
He ſlays them but in part: 
He can 0 all, and will do much, 
Thy Husband acts by art. 
He often for the ſaddeſt hour 
Reſerves thee ſweeteſt aid: 
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See how ſuch banners he retofore 
Thy Huſband has difplay*d. 
Mind where he 7e his Sebi 

Sometimes at Hermon * mount, 
In Jordan land, at Mizar hill ; 

Thy Huſband keeps the- count. 
At ſundry times and divers ways, 1 85 

To ſuit thy various namas. 
Has ſeen like riſing golden rays, 

Thy Husband's various names. 
When guilty conſcience ghaſtly ſtar d 

JEHoVAH-TSIDKENUF, 
The Lord thy righteouſneſs appear'd, 
Thy Husband in thy view. | 
When in thy ſtraits or wants a aan : 
Help fail'd on, ev'ry ſide, | 
Tenovan-JmREnt was his name, 

Thy Husband did provide. 
When thy long abſent Lord didſt moan; 

And to his courts repair; 
Then was JEHoVAH-SHAMMAH || known, 
__ Thy Husband-prelent there. 
When thy aflulting foes appear'd.. 

In robes of terror clad, Z 
- JeHovan-NnIss | then was rear'd, 

Thy Husband's banner ſp read. 
When furies arm*d with fighting guilt,” 
Dunn'd war without ſurceaſe: 
Jenovan-SHALOM then was built, 

Thy Husband ſent thee peace. 


* 
— 


When thy diſeaſes death * © 1. 


And creature- balſams faild, 


* Pfal. thi: 6. | + Jer xxiii. 6. + Gen. Xxii. 14. 
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Jerovan-RoPyrt® then was built; 
Thy Husband kindly heal'd. 
Thus, as thy various needs require, 
In various modes like theſe, 
The help that ſuits thy heart's deſire, 
Thy Husband's name conveys. 
To the little flock, as cafes vary, 
The great Jenovan thews 
Himlelt a /ittle ſanftuaryy, , 
| * Husband gives the views. 


SECT. vn. 


The Believeres experience of CnRiIsT's comfor table 
preſence, or of former confort to be improved for 
his encouragement and ſupport under darkneſs 

and Ddngs. | 


OST mind the place, the ſpot of land, 
Where Jeſus did thee meet? 
And how he got thy heart and hand ? 
Thy Husband then was ſweet. 
Doſt mind the garden, chamber, bank, 
A vale of viſion ſeem'd ? + 
Thy joy was full, thy heart was frank, 
— Thy Husband much eſteemd. 
Let thy experience ſweet declare, 
If able to remind; 
A Bochim here, a Bethel there, 
Thy H usband made thee find. 
Was ſuch a corner, ſuch a place, 
A paradiſe to thee, 
A Penie!! where. face to face 
Thy Husband fair didſt fee ? 


= Exod; xv. 26. +. Ezeb. Ki. 16. 
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There did he clear the cloudy cauſe, 4 
Thy doubts and fears deſtroy; 298 


And on thy ſpirit ſeal'd he was 


Thy Husband with great joy? _ 
Couldſt thou have faid it boldly then, 
And ſeal'd it with thy blood? 
Yea, welcome death with 57:0" WY when 
Thy Husband by thee ftoed? 
That earth again ſhould thee infnare, 
O how thy beart was pain'd ? 
For all its fading glory there 
Thy Husband's beauty ſtain'd. 
The thoughts in living more in ſin 
Were then like hell to thee; 
The life of heav*n did thus begin, 5 
Thy Husband ſet. thee free. 


55 Wuate' er thou foundſt him at thy den, 


He's at the worſt the ſame; 
And in his love will never reſt, 
Thy Hausband bolds his claim. 
Let faith theſe viſits keep in ſtore 
Though ſenſe the pleaſure miſs ;; 
The God of Bethel, as before, 
Thy Husband always Is. 
In meas'ring his approaches Kind, 
And timing his deſcents; 
In free and ſov'reign ways thoul't find 
Thy Huſband thee prevents. | ; 
Preſcribe not to him in thy heart; . 
He's infinitely wife. ee, 
How oft he throws bis loving dart; 
Thy Husband does ſurpriſe. 
Perhaps a ſudden gale thee bleſt, 
W uile walking in thy road, 
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Or on a journey; e er thou wiſt, | 7 
Thy Husband look*d: thee broad. 
Thus was the eunuch fam*d — ſtage © 
A riding in the wax I TRE 
As he revolv'd the ſacred page*) ; 
Thy Husband's happy prey. 
In hearing, reading, finging, pray*r, 
When darkneſs compaſs'd thee, - 
Thou found'ſt, or et er thou waſt aware, 
Thy Husband's light'ning free. 
Of heav*nly gales don't meanly think: 
For, thou thy ſoul complains, 
They're but a ſhort and paſſing blink; 
Thy Huſband's love remains. | 
Think not, though breezes haſte away, | 
Thou doſt his favour loſe;, ; 
But learn to know his ſov'reign way 
Thy Huſband comes and goes. 
Don't ſay he's gone for ever, though | 
His viſits he adjourn ; 
For yet a little while, and lo, 
Thy Husband will return. 
In worſhip ſocial, or retir' d, 
Doſt thou his abſence Wall! 8 
Wait at his ſhore, and be not fear'd,- 
Thy Huſband's ſhip's a--ſail. 
Yea, though in duties ſenſe may miſs 
hy ſoul's beloved One; "I 
Vet do not faint for never is © . 
Thy Huſband wholly gone. 14 
Though Satan, ſin, earth, hell at once, 3 
Would thee of joy berea ye; 
Mind what he ſaid, he won't renounce, | 
Thy Huſhand will not leave. 
Ads viii *. 9 
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Though foes aſſail, and friendſhip fail, 
Thou haſt a friend at court: 7 
The gates of hell ſhall ne'er prevail, 

T by Huſband is thy fort. 


8 E. VIII. 


Comfort to Believers from the Rability of the Pro- 
miſe. notwithſtanding heavy chaſtiſementsfor fin. 


AKE. well howe*er kind Wiſdom oy 
| Diſpoſe thy preſent lot; 
Tho heavn and earth ſhould paſs away, 
Thy Huſband's love will not. | 
All l help he will afford, 
Thou haft his vow and oatg; 
And once to violate: his word 
Thy Huſband will be loth. 5 
To fire and floods with thee hel down, 
His promiſe this inſures, 
Whoſe credit cannot burn nor r drown : 
Thy Huſband's truth endures. 
Doſt thou no more his word believe, 
As mortal man's, forſooth? 
O do not thus his Spirit os, - 
Thy Huſband is the Truth. 
Though thou both wicked art 13 weak, 
His word he'll never rue; 
Though heav'n and earth ſhould dend and break, 
Thy Huſband will be true, : 
Zl never leave thee*, is his vow: 
If truth has ſaid the word. 
While truth is truth, his word i is true, if 
5 * Huſband is the Lord. 1 


” p # Heb. xiii. 5. 


— 
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Thy covenant of duties may 

Prove daily moſt unſure: 

His covenant of grace for ay 
Thy Husband does ſecure. 

Doſt thou to him thy promiſe break, 
And fear he break to thee? 

Nay, not thy thouſand crimes ean make 
Thy Husband once to lie. 

He vi i/it will thy ſins with Strokes,” 
And lift his heavy hand ; 

But never once his hand revokes, 

Thy Husband's truth will ſtand. 
Then dream not he is chang'd in love, 
When thou'rt chang'd in frame; 
Thou mayſt by turns unnumber'd move, 

Thy Husband's ay the ſame. 


He for thy follies may he bind * 


With cords of great diſtreſs; 
To make thee moan thy fins, and mind 
Thy Husband's holineſs. 
By frowns he makes thee ſeek his cure, 
By wounds his favour prize; | 
By falls affrighting, ftand more ſure, 
Thy Husband is ſo wile. 
Proud Peter in the dirt of vice 
Fell down exceeding low ; 
His tow'ring pride, by tumbling thrice, 
Thy Husband cured fo. _ | 
Before he ſuffer pride that ſwells, 
He'll drag thee through the mire 
Of fins, temptations, little hells; 
Thy Husband ſaves by fire. 
He in affliction's mortar may 
Squeeze out old Adam. 8 e 


* 
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Till thou return to him, ard ſay, 


'Thy Husband is thy. choice. 
Fierce billows may thy veſſel toſs, 
And crofles curſes ſeem; 
But that the curſe has fled the croſs, 
Thy Huſband bids thee deem. 


Conclude not he in wrath diſowns, 


When trouble thee ſurcounds ; 
Theſe are his favourable frowns, 
Thy Huſband's healing wounds. 
Yea, when he gives the deepeſt laſh, 
Love leads the wounding hand : 
His ſtroke, when fin has got a daſh, 
Thy Huſband will remand. 


81 OT. XX. 


Comfort t Believers, in Chkls res relations, in his 
dying love, his glory in heaven, to which he will 
lead them through death, and Supply with all 
necefſaries by the way. 


EHOLD the patrimony broad 
That falls to thee by line; 


a E In him thou art an heir of God, 


Thy Huſband's Father's thine. 


He 1s of relatives a ſtore, 


Thy Friend will help in thrall: >; 
Thy Brother much, thy, Father more, 
Thy Huſband moſt r 
All theſe he does amaſs and ſhare, 
In ways that moſt excel: 


*Mong all the Huſhands ever were 


Thy Huſband bears the bell. 


 Whence run the ſtreams of all thy good, 


Butfrom Bis 390 ſide; 
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With liquid gold of precious blood | 
Thy Huſband bought his bride. 
His blood abundant value bore, 
To make his purchaſe broad, 
T was fair divinity 12 gore, 
__ Thy Huſhand is thy God. 
Who purchas'd at the higheſt price, | 
Be crown'd with higheſt praiſe; 8 | 
For in the higheſt paradiſe . | 
___ Thy Hausband wears: the hays. 
He is of Heav'n the co nely rote. „ 
His beauty makes it fair; . 
Hieav'n were but hell, couldik then 5 pe 
Thy Huſband were nat there 
He thither did in pomp: aſcend, 
His {ſpouſe along to bring 
That Hallelijab's without end, 
Thy Husband's bnde may ing. 
Ev*n there with-bim for ever IT d_ 
His glory ſhalt thou ſee; _ | 
And nought but death is now betwixt 95 
Thy Huſband's throne and thee. 
He'll order death that porter rude, 
To ope the gates of braſs; 
For, lo! with characters of blood 
Thy Huſband wrote thy pals. 
At Jordan deep then be not ſcar'd, 
__ © Though diſmal like and broad; 
Thy ſun will guide, thy ſhield will guard, 
Thy Huſband pav'd the road. 
He'll lead thee fate, and bring thee bows: | 
And ſtill let bleflings fal! >. 
Of grace while here, till glory come : | 
T wy Huſband's bound WE. 
MS. 
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rzis ſtore can anſwer ev' ry bill, 
Thy food and raiment's bought ; 
Be at his will, thou'lt have thy fill, 
Thy Huſband wants for nought. 
What can thy ſoul conceive it lacks? 
His ſtore, his pow'r is thine ;_ | 


His lib'ral heart to lib'ral acts, 


Thy Huſband does incline, + 
Though on thy hand that has no might, 
He ſhould thy taſk enlarge ; 
Nor work nor warfare needs thee fright, - 
Thy Huſband bears the charge. 


Thou wouldi (if left) thyſelf undo, 


So apt to fall and ſtray; 


But he uplifts and leads thee too: 


Thy Huſband knows the way. 


8 E C T. X. 


 Gomfor! to Believers from the text, Thy Maker is 


thy Husband, mverted thus, Thy Huſband is 
mY Maker; and the concluſion of this ſubjett. 


F light and life, of grace and glore, 
In Chriſt thou art partaker; 


Rejoice i in him for evermore, 


Thy Huſband is thy Maker. 


He made thee, yea, made thee his bride, 


Nor heeds thine ugly patch; 
To what be made he'll ſtill abide, 
Thy Huſband made the match. 
He made all; yea, he made all thine, 
All to thee ſhall be giv'n: 
Who can thy kingdom undermine? 
Thy Huſband made the heav'n. 


Chap. II. The Believer's Fointure. 


What earthly thing can thee annoy ? 


He made the earth to be; 
The waters cannot thee deſtroy, 

Thy Husband made the ſea. 
Don't fear the flaming element 


Thee hurt with burning ire; _ - 


Qr that the ſcorching heat torment : 
Thy Husband made the fire. 


Infectious ſtreams ſhall ne'er deſtroy, 


- While he is pleas'd to ſpare ; 5 
Thou ſhalt thy vital breath enjoy. 
Thy Husband made the air. 


The ſun that guides the golden day, 


The moon that rules the night, 
The ſtarry frame, the milky way, 
Thy Husband made for light. 
The bird that wings its airy path, 

The fiſh that cuts the flood, 


The creeping croud that ſwells beneath 


Thy Husband made for good. 
The grazing herd, the beaſts of prey, 
The creatures great and ſmall, 
For thy behoof their tribute pay, 
Thy Husband made them all. 
Thine's Paul, Apollos, life and death, 
Things preſent, things to be; 
And ev'ry thing that being hath, 
Thy Husband made for thee. 
In Tophet of the damn'd's reſort 
Thy ſoul ſhall never dwell, 
Nor needs from thence i imagine hurt, 
Thy Husband formed hell. 
Satan, with inſtruments of his, 
May rage, yet dread no evil; 
2 e 
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150  GovrEL SONNETS. . 
So far as he a creature is, 5 
Thy Husband made the . 
His black temptations may afflict. 
His fiery. darts annoy; - 
But all his works, and helliſh trick, 
4 Thy Husband will deſtroy. . 
| | Let armies ſtrong of earthly gods, 
Combine with helliſh ghoſts, 
| They live, or languiſn, at his nods; 
2 Thy Husband's Lord of hoſts. 
What can thee hurt? whom doſt thou 85 * 
ö All things are at his call. 
f Thy Maker is thy Husband dear, | 
Thy Husband all in all. 
What oft thou ſeek ? what doſt thou want 4 
He'll thy deſires fulfil? 
- He gave himſelf, what won't he g grant nt? 
Thy Husband's at thy will. ; 
The more thou doſt of him defire: 
The more he loves to give: | 
High let thy mounting arms afpire 
Thy Husband gives thee leave. 
The leſs thou ſeek'ſt, the bois thou doſt 
His bounty ſet on high; 5 
But higheſt ſeekers here as; moſt 
Thy Husband glorify.- 
Wouldit thou have grace? Well; but tis meet 
He ſhould more glory gain. 
Wouldſt thou have Father, Son, and Sp cit! 
Thy Huſband fays, Amen. 
He'll kindly act the lib'ral God, | 3 
Deviſing lib'ral things; ; : 
With royal gifts his ſubjects load; 
Thy ane King of kings. 925 


Chap. II. The Believ'rs Fuinture. 151 
No earthly monarchs have ſuch ſtore 

As thou haſt even in hand; 

: But. O how infinitely more 

Thy Huſband gives on band! 

Thou haſt indeed the better part, 
The part will fail thee never: 

Thy Hutband*'s hand, thy Huſband's heart, 

Thy Huſband's all for ever. 
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The END of the POEM upon Ila. liv. 5. 


GOSPEL SONNETS, 
PART ul. 


Tux BELIEVER' 8 R1DDLE ; Or, 

THE MYSTERY oF FAITH. 

THE PREFACE. 

| Shering the Use and Design of the Ripplr. 
EADER, the follow · ing. enigmatic ſong = 


Does not to wiſeſt nat'raliſts belong: ' 
Their wiſdom is but folly on this head; 1 
They here may ruminate, but cannot read. 

For though they glance the word, the mean- 
ing chokes, 1 
They read the lines, but not the 3 7 
The ſubject will, howe'er the phraſe be blunt, 1 
Their moſt acute intelligence ſurmount, 14 
If with the nat'ral and acquired ſight I; 
They ſhare not divine evangelic light. (brains; 1 

Great wits may rouſe their fancies, rack their 

And after all their labour loſe their pains; - 5 
Their wiſeſt comments were but witleſs chat, T 
Unapt to frame an explication pat. T, 
No unregen'rate mortal's beſt engines | | 
Can right unriddle theſe few rugged lines; IT 
Nor any proper notions thereof reach, 5 
Though ſublimated to the higheſt {tretch. x 8 
| Matters of reaſon, plodding men of ſenſe, =. fe, 
Who ſcorn to mortify their vain pretence, ” tha 
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Preface to the Riddle. VE #53 | 


In this myſterious deep might plod their fill ; 
It overtops the top of all their Kill. 
The more they vainly huff, and ſcorn to CET E 
The more it does their fooliſh wit exceed. 
Thoſe ſinners that are ſanctified in part, 
May read this riddle truly in their heart. 
Yea, weakeſt ſaints may feel its trueſt ſenſe, | 
Both in their ſad and ſweet experience. 
Don't overlook it with a rambling view, 
And raſh ſuppoſe it neither good nor true, 
Let Heavn's pure oracles the truth decide ; 
Renounce it, if it can't that teſt abide. 
Noble Bereans ſoon the ſenſe may hit, 
Who ſound the divine depth of facred writ. 
Not by what airy carnal reaſon faith, 
But by the golden line of heaven-ſpun faith, 
Let not the naughty phraſe make you diſ- 
Prove ; 
The weighty matter which deſerves your love. 
High ſtrains would fpoil the riddle's grand in- 
To teach the weakeit, moſt illit'rate ſamt, [tent 
| That Mananaim is his proper name; 0 
In whom two ſtruggling hoſts make bloody game. | 
That ſuch may know, whole knowledge is but 
rude, 
How good conſiſts with ill, and ill with good. 
That ſaints be neither at their worſt nor beſt, 
Too much exalted or two much depreſt. 
This paradox 1s fitted to diſcloſss 
The {kill of Zion's friends above her foes; 
To difference by light that Heaven tranſmits, 
Some happy fools from miſerable wits. 
And thus. (if bleſs'd) it may in ſome degree 
Make fools their wit, and wits their folly ſee. 


154 -. Preface to the Riddle. 
Shght not the riddle then like jargon vile. 
Becauſe not garniſhed with a pompous ſtile, 
Could th. author act the lofty poets part, 

Who make their ſonnets ſoar on wings of art, 
He on this theme had bluſh'd to uſe his Kill 
And either clipt his wings, or broke his quill. 

Why, this exigma climbs ſuch divine heights 

As ſcorn to be adorn'd with humaa flights. 
Theſe gaudy ſtrains would lovely truth difgraco, 
As pureſt paint deforms a comely face. 20 
Heawn's myſteries are bove art's OTTER, 
| Immenſely brighter than its brights wich 
No tow'ring litfrator could & cr outwit, 
'The plaineſ? diction feteh'd from facred writ; 
By which mcre blazing rhet'riccis dutdone, 
As twinkling Rlars are by the radient fun. 
The ſoaring orators who can with cate 
Strain the quinteſſence of byperdolcs, 

And clothe the bareſt theme with pareft drets, 
Might here expatiate much, yet ſay the leſs, 
Ik wi' tht majeſtical ſimplicity 

Of feripture © orat'ry they diſagree... 
Abele! lines red not to affect the ſky, 
Content am 71 inglorigus ſhades to lie, 
Provided ſacred truth be fitly clad, 

Or glorious ſhine e' n through the duſky ſhade. 
Mark then though you ſhould miſs the gilded 
If they a ſtore of golden truth contain: (ſtrain, 
Nor under. rate a jewel rare and prime, 

Though wrapt up in the rag of homely rhime. 
Though haughty Deiſts hardly ſtoop to ſay, 
That nature's night has need of ſcripture- day: 
Vet goſpel light alone will clearly ſhew, 
How ev'ry ſentence here is juſt and true; 
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Expel the ſhades that may the mind involve, ; 
And ſoon the ſeeming contradiction ſolve. | 
All fatal errors in the world proceed 5 [i 
From want of ſkill ſuch myſteries to read. = 
Vain men the double branch of truth divide, | F 


GEE 


Hold by the one, and ſlight the other ſide. 
Hence proud Arminians cannot reconcile 
Freedom of grace with freedom of the will. 
The blinded Papiſt won't diſcern nor ſee _ Ki 
How works are good unleſs they juſtify, ih 
Thus legaliſts diftinguiſh not the 1d, 1 i" 
Between their home-bred righteouſneſs and | 
Antinomiſts the ſaints perfection plead, | ö 
Nor duly ſever tween them and their head. | 1 
Socinians. won't theſe ſeeming odds agree, i 
How heav'a is bought, and yet ſalvation fre. 
Bold Arians hate to reconcile or ſcan, 1 
How Chriſt is truly God and truly man: ' vi 
Holding the one part of Immanuel's name, * 
The other part outrageouſſy blaſpheme. 
The ſound in faith no part of truth controul: 
Heretics on the half, but not the whole. 
Keep then the ſacred myſt' ry fi!F entire; 

To both the ſides of truth do favour bear, 
Not quitting one, to hold the other branch; 
But paſſing judgment on an equal bench ; 

The riddle has two feet; and were: but FF 
Cut oft,” truth failing to the ground were gone. 
Tis all a contradiction, yer all true, 

And happy truth, yet verify d in You. 
Go forward then to read the lines, but ſtay 
To read the riddle ao! by the way. 
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Tux R IDDLE. 
SECT. I. 


The vindiny of the Saints PEDIGREE, and eſpecially 
4 their relation to CnR1s T's wonderful perſon. 


2 life sa Maze of ſeeming traps 4a, 
A ſcene of mercies and miſhaps 5.3 

A Fo of j jarring to and froes c, 

A field of 3 Joys, a flood of woes d. 


TĨam in mine on and others eyes, 
| A inen of myſteries bo 


a Joſh. xxli. 13. "And Joſhua hid, Know Ge cations, 
that the Lord your God: will no more crive out any of theſe 
nations from before you; but they ſhall be ſnares and traps 
unto you, and Se in your ſides and thorns in your eyes, 
& c. Pf. cxxiv. 7. Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird but of the 
ſnare of the fowlers ; the ſnare is broken, and. we are eſcaped. 

Or miferies. Lam. iii. 19. Remembring | mine afliction 

and my miſery, the wormwood and the gall. v. 22. It is of 

* © the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, ' becauſe his 

1 compaſſions fail not. Pſalm ci. 1. I will ſing of m— and 

_ judgment; unto thee, O Lord will I ſing, - 

_ "Of Pſalm eii. 10. Thou haſt lifted me up, and caſt me down. 
| Plalm cix. 23. I am toſſed up and dowa as the locuſt. 

4 Fab. iii. 17, 18. Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 
neither {hall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall 
fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flacks ſhall be cut of 

| Fe the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the. ſtalls; yet will 
I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my ſalvation. 


hath given me, are for ſigns, and for wonders in Iſrael; from 
the Lord of hoſts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. Tech. iii. 
| 8. Hear now, O Joſhua the high. prieſt, thou and thy fellows 
| that fit before thee : for they are men wondered at, &c. Pſal. 
| Ixxi. 7. I am as a a wonder unto. many, but _ art my ſtrong 
* IT A 


e Ila. viii. 18. Behold IT and the children whom the Lord 
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Sect. I: The Believers Riddle. 137 


I'm ſomething that from nothing came , 
Yet ſure it is, I nothing am g. „ 
Once I was dead, and blind, and lame h, 
Yea, I continue ſtill the ſame ; 
Yet what I was, I am no more E, 
Nor ever ſhall be as before /. 
My Father lives , my father's gone 2, 
My vital head both loft and won 9. 


Gen. i. 1. In the beginniog God created the heaven and 
the earth. Heb: xi. 3. Through faith we underſtand that 
the worlds were framed by the word of God, ſo that things 
which are ſeen were not made of things which do appear. 


g Ifa. xl. 19. All nations before him are as nothing, and 


they are accounted to him leſs than nothing, and vanity. Dan. 
iv. 35. All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing. 
h Eph. ii. 1. And you hath he quickened, who were dead 


in treſpaſſes and fins. _ Rev. iii. 17. Becauſe thou fayeſt, LI 


am rich, and increaſed in goods, and have need of nothing ; 
and knoweſt not that thon art wretched, and miſerable, and 
pour: and blind, and naked. Iſa. xxxv. 6. Then ſhall the 
ame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb fing ; 
for in the wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in 
the defart. : 4 | 12 5 

i Rom. vii. 14. For we know that the law is ſpiritual: 
but I am carnal, ſold under fin. v. 24. O wretched man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
1 Rom. vii. 17. Now then, it is no more I that do it, but 
fin that dwelleth in me. v. 20. Now, if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in me. John 
ix. 23. He the blind man] anſwered and faid, Whether 


he be a ſinner, or no, I know not; one thing I know, that 


whereas I was blind, now 1 ſee. | 
Rom. xi. 29. For the gifts and calling of God are with- 
out repentance, Jer. xxxii. 40. And I will make an everlaſt- 
ing covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, 
to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from me. | | 


m Ifa. ix. 6, His name hall be called The Everlaſting 


Q 
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158 GOSPEL SONNETS. Fart. UI. 
My parents cruel are and kind , 

Of one, and of a diff'rent mind 9. 

My father poiſon'd me to death,, # 
My mother's hand will ſtop my breath 1 5 
Her womb, that once my ſubſtance gave, 
Will very quickly be my grave 1 
My ſiſters all my fleſh will eat t, 

My brethren tread me under feet u; 5; 


Father. Rev. i. 18. I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and behold, I am alive for evermore. Amen, - 
n Hol. xiv. 3. In thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy. Zech. 
® i. 5. Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do 
: they live for ever? 
0 1 Cor. xv. 45. It is written, The firſt-man Adam was 
made a living ſoul, the laſt Adam was made a quickening ſpirit. 
| Pſalm ciii. 13. Like as a father pitieth his children, ſo 
6 the Lord pitieth them chat fear him. Ifa. Xliii. 27. Thy firſt fa- 
| ther hath ſinned, and thy teachers have tranſgreſſed againſt me. 
| | Job xxiii. 13. But he is in one mind, and who can turn 2 
| him ? and what his ſoul defireth, even that he doth. Rom. 
| viii. 1. For they that are after the fleſh, do mind the things 
of the fleſh 3 but they that are after the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit. v. 7. Becauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
Gd: for it is not ſubje& to the law of God, neither indeed 
Can be. 
r Rom. v. 12. ' Wherefore, as by one man fin entered into 
the world, and death by fin; and 20 death paſſed _ all 
men, for that all have ſinned. 
7 Gen. iii. 16. Unto the woman he ſaid, 1 will greatly 
multiply thy ſorrow, and thy conception: in x ſorrow thou ſhalt 
bring forth children, &c. 
— s Pfalm cxlvi. 4. His breath goeth forth, he foruracth to 
his earth; in that very day his thoughts periſh; Eccl. iii. 20. 
All go unto one place, and all are of the duſt, and all turn to 
> Quſt again. 
t Job xvii. 14. I have ſaid to corruption, Thou art my fa- 
ther; to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my ſiſter. 
| Chap. xix. 26. And though after my ſkin worms Leltroy 
| this body, yer in my fiſh ſhall I ſee God: 
Even in a moral ſenſe, Jer. xii. 10. paſtors have 


| 
| 
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Sect. J. The Believer's Riddle. 1 50 


My neareſt friends are moſt unkind v, 
My greatelt foe's my greateſt friend a. 
He could from feud to friendſhip paſs, | 
Yet never change from what he was x: 
He is my Father, he alone, | 
Who is my Father's only Son 7. 

I am his mother's ſon x, yet more, 

A ſon his mother 4 never yore,” 


deſtroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under 
foot, they have made my pleaſant portion a deſolate wilder- 
neſs. Ezek. xxxiv. 18. Seemeth it a ſmall thing unto you, to 
have eaten up the good paſture, but ye muſt tread down with 


your feet the refidue of your paſtures ? and to have drunk of 


the deep waters, but ye muſt foul the reſidue with your feet? 
v Plalm lv. 12. 13. For it was not an enemy that re- 


proached me, then I could have borne it; neither was it he 


that hated me, that did magnify himſelf againſt me, then I 


would have hid myſelf from him. But it was thou, a man, 


mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. Mic. vii. 5, 


6. Truſt ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: 
keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy boſom. 


For the ſon diſhonoureth the father, the daughter riſeth up 
againſt. the mother, the daughter-in-law againſt her mother-in- 
law; a man's enemies are the men of his own houſe. 

w' Pſ. vii. 11. God is angry with the wicked every day. 
2 Cor. v. 19. God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world un- 
to himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 

x Mal. iii. 16. For I am the Lord, I chang? not; there- 
fore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed. Hof. xiv. 4. L will 
heal their backſliding, I will love them freely; tor mine an- 
ger is turned away from him. 

V John xx. 17. Jeſus faith unto her [Mary], Touch me 
not: for I am not yet aſcended unto my Father: but go to 
my brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father and 
your Father, and to my God and your God. Ita. ix. 6. Un- 
to us a ſon is given: —and his name ſhail be called the Ever- 
laſting Father. John 1. 14. And the Word was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us (and we beheld bis giory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the TOPS] full ot grace and truth. 
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to GosPEL SONNETS. | Fart II. 
But born of him 5, and yet aver | 
His Father's ſons my mother's were c. 


I am divorc'd, yet marry'd ſtill q, 
With full conſent againſt my will e. 
My huſband preſent is /, yet gone g, 
We differ much, yet ſtill are one H. 


He is the firſt; the laſt, the all , 
Yet number'd up with inſects ſmall . 


The firſt of all things J, yet alone 
The ſecond of the great Three-one m. 


» Song iii. 4. It was but a little that I N80 from chem, 
but 1 found him, whom my foul loveth: I held him and would 
not let him go, until I had brought him into my mother's 
houſe, and into the chamber of her that conceived me. v. 1. 
Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon 
with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day 
of his eſpouſals, and in the day of the gladneſs of his heart. 

a viz. His natural mother accurding to the fleſh. 

4 John i. 13. Which were born not of blood, nor of the 
will of the fleſn, por of the will of man, but of God; 

c Gal. iv. 26. But Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which 
is the mother of us all. 

4 Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore my brethren, ye are alſo become 
dead to the law by the body of Chriſt; and that ye ſhould be 
married to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead. 

'e Pſalm cx. 3 Thy people ſhall be willing 3 in the day of 
_ thy power. 

Mat. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. | 


John xir. 2. I go to prepare a place for you. 
John xvii. 21. That they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 


ther, art in me, and T in thee ; that they alſo may be one in us. 
Rev. i. 11. I am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the 
laſt. Col. iii. 11. Chriſt is ail, and in all. 
| & Pfalm xxii. 6, But I ama worm, and no man. 
I Col. i. 15, 16. Who is the image of the ioviſible God, 
the firſt born of. every creature : for by him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and in- 
_ viſible, whether tliey be thrones, or dominions, or principali- 


Wl 


ect. I. The Believer' Riddle. 161 
A creature never could he be, 

Yet is a creature ſtrange I ſee n; 

And own this uncreated one, 


The ſon of man, yet no man's fon o. 


He's omnipreſent all may knowp ; 
Yet never could be wholly ſo g. 
His manhood is not here and there r, 
Yet he 1 is God-man every where /. 


ties, or powers: : all things were created by him and for him; - 

m 1 John v. 7. For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt: and 
theſe three are one. Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the nagne of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

„ John i. 2, 3. In the beginning A the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The ſame 


was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
bim; and without him was not any thing made that was 


made. v. 14. And the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt a- 


mong us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the pos 


begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth. . . 
„ Mat. i. 23. Behold a virgin ſhall be with child, and 
ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they ſhall call his name Emmanu- 


el, which being interpreted is, God with us. Luke i. $4: 35 


Then faid Mary unto the angel, How ſhall this be, ſeeing L 
know nota man?” And the angel anſwered and ſaid unto her, 
The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Hipheft ſhall overſhadow thee; therefore alſo that holy thing 
which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 

5 Pialm cxxxix. 7, *, 9, 10. Whither ſhall I go from thy 
$|-1rir ? or, whither ſh«il 1 fl-e from thy preſence? If I aſcend 
up into heaven thou art there : if I make my bed in hell, be- 
hold thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea: even there ſhall thy 
band lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me 

9 Luke xxiv. 6. He is not here, but is tiſen. 


To Jahn xvi. 16. A little while, and ye ſhall not ſee me: 
and again, a little while, and ye ſhall ſee me, becaule I go to 


the Father. 
G 


oy 


162 _ GosSFEL SONNETS. Part III. 
He comes and goes, none can him trace s ; 
Let never could he change his place 7. 
But though he's good u, and ev'ry where, 
No good's in hell, yet he is there v. 
I by him , in himx choſen was y, 
Vet of the choice he's not the cauſe : 
| For ſov'reign mercy ne'er was bought a, ö 
| __ Yet through his blood a vent it tought 6. 


Mat. i. 23. See letter o. Chap. xxviti. 20. Lo, I an! 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. > 
John iii. 8. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth; ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
1 Tfa. Ixvi 1. Thus faith the Lord, the heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footitoo] : where is the houſe that 
ye build unto-me ? and where is the place of my reſt? _ 
1 Pſalm c. 5. The Lord is good, his mercy is everlaſting. | 
v Pſalm cxxxix. 8. If 1 make my bed in hell, behold, 1 
thou art there. 3 2 ah ö | 
20 As God. 85 * As Mediator. ; | 
V Eph.i.4. According as he hath choſen us in him be- | 
fore the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy, and 
without blame before him in love. TEA, 
* But himſelf the Father's firft ele. Iſa. xliii. 1. Be- | 
hold my ſervant whom I uphold ; mine elect, in whom my 
foul delighteth. Mat. xii. 18. Behold my ſervant, whom my | 
I have choſen, my beloved, ip whom my foul is wel! leaſed. ( 
a John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, &c. Rom. ix. 11. For the children be- 
ing not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpoſe of God according to election might ſtand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth. v. 13. It is written, Jacob | 
have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. v. 15. God faith to | 
Moſes, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 1 
will have compaſſion on whom 1 will have com paſſion. 93 
þ Rom. iii. 24. 25. Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins, & c. Chap. 
v. 9. Being juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from 
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Sect. I. The Belicver Riddle. 163 
In him concenter'd at his death 7 5 
His Father's love c, his Father's wrath d; 
Ev'n he whom paſſion never ſeized e, 

Was then moſt angry, when molt - pleated 4 
Juſtice requir'd that he ſhould die g, 
Who yet was ilain unrighteouſly 5. N 


And dy'd in mercy and in wrath, 


A lawful and a lawleſs death z, 
With him I neither liv'd nor dy'd, 
And yet with him was crucify'd x. 


wrath through him. v. 21. That as fin hath reigned unto 


death, even ſo might grace reign through rightcouſneſs unto 
eternal life, by Jeſus Chriit our Lord. - 

c John x. 17. Therefore doth my father love me, becauſe 
I lay down my life, that I may take it again. 

d Iſa. lii. 10. Yet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he 


hath put him to grief. 


e Ifa. xxvii. 4. Fury is not in me. 
F Rom. viii. 23. Hz ſpared not his own fon, but delivered 


an offering and a facrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour. 


4 Heb. vii. 22. By ſo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of a 


better teſtament. Chap. ix. 16. For where a teſtament is, there 


muſt alſo of neceſſity be the death of the teſtator. v. 22, 23. 
And almoſt all things are by the law purged with blood; and 


without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion. It was therefore 
neceſſary, that the patterns of things in the heayens ſhould be 
purified with theſe; but the heavenly things themſelves with 
better ſacriſices than theſe. 

5 Matth. xxvii. 4. I [ Judas] have fi nned; in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. v. 23. And the governor ſaid, 


and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain. Chap. iv. 27. 


For of a truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou haſt 


anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, 
and the people of Iſrael were gathered together, &c. 
4 2 i. 20. 1 am — with Chriſt. 


* 


him up for us all. Eph. v. 2. Chriſt hath given himſelf for us, 


Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, 

ſaying, Let him be crucified. _ 

I Acts ii. 23. Jelus of Nazareth, being delivered by the 
determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
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Law · curſes ſtopt his breath, that he 
Might ſtop its mouth from curſing me /. 


*Vis now a thouſand years and 'more 
Since heav'n receiv'd him; yet I know, 
When he aſcended up on high 

To mount the throne, ev'n 1o did I n. 
Hence though earth's dunghill I embrace, 
I fit with him in heav'nly place u, 
In divers diftant orbs I move, | 

Inchrall'd bee, inthron'd above. 


SECT. N. 


7 de m wem of the Saint's life. fate, and frame. 


Y lfe's a pleaſure 4 and a pon 83 
A real loſs, a real gain c; 

A glorious paradiſe of joys d, 

A grievous priſon of annoys e. 


Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of 


the law, being made a curſe for us: for i it is written, Curſed 


is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
m Col. vi. 1. If ye then be rifen with Chriſt; &c. Heb. vi. 


20. Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jeſus, &c. 


n Eph. ii. 5, 6. Even when we were dead in fins. hath 


quickened us together with Chrift, and hath Taiſed us up to- 
gether, and made us ſit e in e Places i in Chriſt 


Jeſus. 
4 Prov. iii. 17, Her ways are wary of pleaſintneſs and all 


Her paths are peace. 
5 Pfalm cxx. 7, Wo is me that I ſojourn in Meſech, that 


T dwell in the tents of Kedar. 


& Phil. iii. 7. But what things were gain to me, thoſe I 
counted loſs for Chriſt. Chap. i. 21—24 For to me to live 


is Chriſt, and to die is gain. But if I live in the fleſh, this 
is the fruit of my labour: yet what I ſhall chuſe ] wot not, 


for I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having z a deſite to depart, and 


to be with Chriſt, which is far better: neyertheleſs, to abide. 


in the fleſh is more e needbul for _ 
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Sect. Il. The Believer's Riddle. 165 


I daily joy, and daily mourn , 
Yet daily wait the tide's zeturn g: 


Then ſorrow deep my ſpirit cheers, 
Pm joyful in a flood of tears 5. 


d 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom 
thouph now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
_ unſpeakable, and full of glory... 2 * 
e Pſalm cxlii. 7. Bring my ſoul out of the priſon, that I 
may praiſe thy name. | | 

1 Pet. 1.6. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for 
a ſeaſon (if need be) ye are in heavineſs, thro* manifold temp- 
tations. 2 Cor. i. 4. Who comforteth us in all our tribula- 
tion, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any 


trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourſelves are comforted 


of Ge d. Job xxx. 28. I went mourning without the ſun, &c. 

g Iſa. viii. 17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth 
his face from the houſe of Jacob, and I will look for him. 

b Zech. xii. 10. And 1 will pour upon the houſe of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and 
of ſupplications, and they ſhall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as ent that mourneth 
for his only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that 
is in bitterneſs. for his firſt-born. Ezek. xxxvi. 31, 32. 
Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings 


that were not good, and ſhall Jothe yourſelyes in your own 


ſight, for your iniquities, and for your abominations. Not 
for your ſakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be it known un- 
to you : be aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, O 


houſe of Iſrael. Hol. :#:i. 3, 4. He [Jacob] took his brother 
by the heel in the womb, and by his ſtrength he had power 
with God: yea, he had power over the Angel, and prevailed : 


he wept and made ſupplication unto him: he found him in 
Bethel, and there he ſpake with us. Luke vii. 58. And Ca 


woman which was a ſinner] ſtood at his feet behind bim 


weeping, and began to waſh his feet with tears, and did wipe 


them with the hairs of her head, and kiſſed his feet, and a- 
nointed them with the oiptment. John xx. 15, 16. Jeſus 
ſaith unto her, Woman, why weepelt thou? whom ſeekeſt 


thou? ſhe ſuppaſing him to be the gardener, faith unto him, 
Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou haſt 


laid him, and I will take him away. Jeſus ſaith unto her, 
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Good cauſe I have ſtill to be ſad i, 
Good reaſon always to be glad x. 
Hence ftill my joys with forrow meet l, 
And ftill my tears are bitter Iweet m. 
I'm croſs'd, and yet have all my will u; 
I'm always empty, always full o. 
I hunger now, and thirſt no more p, 
Yet do more eager than before g. 
Mary, She turned herſelf, and faith unto. him, Rabboni, 
which is to ſay Maſter. v. 20. Then were the diſciples glad 


when they ſaw the Lo... \ 
i Rom: vii. 24. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 


liver me from the body of this death? 


12 Cor. ii. 14. Thanks be unto God, which 4820 cauſ 


eth us to triumph i in Chriſt, 


] 2 Cor. vi. 28.—as forrowful yet always Herd 
m Zech. xii. 10. See letter h. Pſalm cxxvi "FO IM 


| ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy, - Ha. Ixi. 2, 3. 1e Lord hath 


ſent me to comfort all that mourn: to appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, co give unto them beauty for aſhes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe, for the ſpirit of hea- 


vineſs, &c. Matth. v. 4- Blefſed are they that mourn ; for 


they ſhall be comforted. | 
n Luke xxii. 42. Father, if hon be willing, remoye this 


cup from me : nevertheleſs, not my will, but thine be done. 
Acts xxi. 14. And when he [Paul] would not be perſuaded, 
we ceaſed, ſaying, The will of the Lord be done. 

0 2 Cor. vi. 10. As having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 
things. | 

5 John vi. 3 - And Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am the bread 
of life, he that cometh to me ſhall neyer hunger; ; and he that 
believeth on me ſhalf never thirſt. 

Pſalm xlii. 1, 2. As the hart panteth after the e 

brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God! My ſoul thirſt- 
eth fer God, for the living God: when ſhall I come and ap- 


pear before God! ? and Ixiii. 1. O God, thou art my God, 
early will I ſeek thee : my ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh 


longeth for thee in a dry and thirſty land, where no water is. 
And Ixxiii. 25. Whom have I in the heaven but thee ? and 


tere is none upon the earth that J gefire beſides thee. Ifa. 


— 


| | 
Sect. II. The Believer's Riddle. 167 
With meat and drink indeed I'm bleſt Fs 
Yet feed on hunger, drink on thirſt /. 
My hunger. brings a plenteous ſtore 5s, 
My plenty makes me hunger more t. 


Strange 1s the place of my abode, 
I dwell at home, I dwell abroad . 


xxvi. 8. 9. Vea in the ny of thy jadgmenrs, O Pls have 
we waited for thee ; the deſire of our ſouls is to thy name, 
and to the remembrance of thee. With my ſoul have I deſir- 
ed thee in the night, yea, with my _ within me will I ſeek 
thee early. 

r Joha vi. 55. For my Heſh is meat indeed, and my. blood 
is drisk indeed. Z 

Job xxix. 2, 3, 4. Oh that I were as in months paſt, as 
in the days when. God preſerved me ; when his candle ſhined 

upon my head, and when by his light I walked through dark- 
neſs : as I was in the days of my youth, When the ſecret of 
| God was upon my tabernacle. Pſalm Ixxvit. 10, 11, 12. 

I will remember the years of the right hard of the Moſt High, 
I will remember the works of the Lord: ſurely I will remem- 
ber thy wonders of old. LI will meditate alſo of all thy work, 
and talk of thy doings. Song v. 8. 1 charge you, O daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, if ye find my Beloved, that ye tell 
him that I am ſick of love. Chap. viii. 1. O that thou wert 
as my brother, that ſacked the breaſts of my mother! when I 
ſhould find thee without, I would kiſs thee, Yea. I ſhould not 
be deſpiſed. 

4 Mach. v. 6. Bleſſed are 55 which do hunger and ark 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. 

t 2 Cor. v. 2. For in this we groan LE YR defiri ring to 
be clothed upon with our houſe which is from heaven. Phil. 
i. 23. For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a deſire to de- 
part, and to be with Chriſt; which is far better, &c. Song ii. 
3 4, 5+ I fat down under his ſhadow with great delight, 

and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte. He brought me to the 
banqueting-houſe, and his banner over me was love. Stay me 
with flaggons, comfort me with apples: for I am ſick of love. 

1 Job iv. 19. How mueh leſs them that dwell in houſes of 
clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, vhich are cruſhed be- 
fore the * Pſal xc. 1. Lord thou haſt been our dwelling 
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x68 Gosr zt SoNNETS. Part III. 
I am not where all men may fee, : 
But where I never. yet could be v. N 75 


Tm full of hell u, yet full of heay'n 3 l - 

I'm ſtill upright y, yet ſtill unev'n x; 
Imperfect a, yet a perfect ſaint ; 

I'm ever poor c, yet never want d. 


No mortal eye ſees God and lives e, 
5 Yet Vent of him my foul revives f. 


; pve in all W And: xci. He that dwellerh in the 
ſecret place of the moſt High, ſhall abide under the- ſhadow of 
the Almighty. . 1 John iv. 36. God is love; and he that 

| . h in love, dwelleth in God, and God in tim. 

fa. Xxxili. 16. He hall dwell do bigb: his place of 

Andes ſhall be the munition of rocks. Eph. ii. 6. And hath 

raiſed us up together, and made us lit together | in heavenly 

places 1 in Chriſt Jeſus. 

2 Eccl. ix. 3. The heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, 
and madneſs is in their heart while they live, and after that 

they go to the dead. = 

* Eph. iii. 19. And to Wowtbe dove of Chriſt, witch paſſeth 

knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of God. 

Palm xviii. 23. I Was alſo upright - -before him : and [ 


kept myſelf from mine iniquity. - \ 
2 Ezek. xviii. 2 5. Hear wow,” 0 houſe of Iſrael, are not 
your ways -unequal. 


- Rev. iii. 2. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things 0 
remain, that are ready to die : for I haye not found thy works 2A 
perfect before God. 
5651 Cor. ii. 6. Howbeit we ſpeak wiſdom among them that 
are perfect, ce. 
e Pfalm xl. 17. But 1 am poor and needy, yet the ag 
thinketh upon me. 
of Plates Weis. The Lord is 9p thepberd, I ſhall not want. 
And xxxiv. 10. The young lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger; 
but they that feek the Lord ſhall not want any good thing. 
e Exod. xxxiii. 20. And he ſaid, Thou canſt not ſee my 
face : for there ſhall no man ſee me, and live. 
/ John vi. 40. And this is the will of him that tins me, that 
every one ' which ſeeth the Son, - and belieyeth on him, may 


Sed. u. be BelieverterBiddlo. - © 169 


I live beſt when I ſee moſt bright FE - 
Yet live by faith and” not by n 


I'm lib'ral i, yet have nought to ſpare x; 
Moſt richly cloth's J, yet ſtript and bare mM, 
My ſtock is riſen by my fill a; 


For, having nothing, 1 es all * 


have everlaſting life. Chap. xx. 20. Then were the diſciples : 


| glad when they ſaw the Lord. 


2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face bebolding as 
in a gl.:fs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame | 


image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit af the Lord. 
Chap. iv. 6. For God who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs *hath ſhingd in our hearts, to give the hght of 
the. knowledge of the glory of God io the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 


.þ Gal. ii. 20. I am cruciged with Chriſt : Nevertheleſs 1 
live: yet not I, but Chnitt liveth in me; and the life which 
I now live in the fleſh, I iive by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved* me, and gave himſelf for me. 2 Cor. v. 7. For 


we walk by faith. not by fight. 


# Plalm xx wii. 21. The wicked borroweth, and payeth not. 


agaiu z but the rightenus ſheweth niercy, and gweth. 
Zeph. ili. 12. I wille fo leave in the midſt of thee an 


afflicted and poor . and Oy {hall truſt in the name of 


the Lord. 

J Iſa. Ixi. 10 1 will greatly. rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul 
ſhall be joytul in my God, tor he hath clothed me with the 
garments of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteouſneſs, as a bridegrooin decketh himſcif with orna- 
ments, and-asa bride acorneth herſelf with her jewels. _ 

m Ezek. xvi. 7. I have cauſed thee to multiply as the- bud 


| of the field; and thou haſt increaſed and waxen great, and thou 


art come to excellent ornaments: thy breaſts are faſhioned and 
thinc hair is grown, whereas thou was naked and bare. Rev. 
ili. 17. Becauſe thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed with 


goods, and have need of nothing 5 and knoweſt not that thou 


art wretched, and- miſerable, and poor, a and blind, and naked. 


* Rom. viii. 28, And we know that all things work toge· | 


ther for good, to them that love Cod, to them who are — 
called according to bis purpoſe. << | I 
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I'm ſinful P., yet I have no ſin 2; 

All ſpotted o'er 7, yet wholly 5 9 / 
Blackneſs and beauty both I ſhare, 
A helliſh black, a heav'nly fair . 


They're of the dey'l, who ſin amain 7, 


But I'm of God, yet fin retain : 
This traitor vile the throne aſſumes v, 
Prevails, yet never overcomes w. 


I'm without guile, an Iſra'lite z, 
Yet like a guileful hypocrite 3 


o 2 Cor. vi. 10. As having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing al 
hin 8. 
3 vii. 14. For we know chat the law is ſpiritual ; | 
but I am carnal, ſold under ſin. v. 24, O wretched man 

that I am, who ſhall deliver nie from the body of this death ? 

7 Numb. xxiii. 2 1. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
either hath he ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael. 1 John iii, 9. | 
Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit fin ; for his feed | 
remaineth in him: and he cannot fin, becauſe he is dern of God. 
1 Pſal. xiv. 3. They are all gone aſide, they are altogeth- | 
er become filthy; ; there is none that doth good, no not one. 

Song iv. 7. Thou art all fair, my love, there is no 120 
in thee. 

„ Song i. 5. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of 
Jeruſalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 
v. 15. Behuld : thou art fais, my love; behold thou art fair, 
"_ haſt doves eyes. 

1 John iii. 8. He that committeth Gn, is 'of the devil ; 
br. the devil finneth from the beginning. 

1 1 John i. 8. If we ſay that we have no ü, we deceire 
enrſclves; and the truth is not in uus. 

v Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into a 
tivity to the law of ſin, which is in my members. | 

«Pſalm lav. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me: as for our 
tranſgreſſions, thou ſhalt purge them away. Rom, vi. 14. 
For fin ſhall not have dominion over vou; for ye are not un- 
der the law, but under grace. : 

5 ns i. 27. Ju ſaw Nathanael coming to n, and faith 


\ 


Sect. II. The Bedever's Riddle. 171 


Maintaining truth in th' inward part 2. 
With falſehood rooted in my heart a. 


Two maſters, ſure, I cannot ſerve 6, 

But muſt from one regardleſs ſwerve ; 

Yet ſelf is for my maſter known c, 

And Jeſus is my Lord alone d. 

J ſeek myſelf inceſſantly e, 
- Yet daily do myſelf deny f. - 
of him, Bghold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom is no gui le. 
Pſalm xxxli. 2. Bleſſed is the man unto whom the Lord im- 


puteth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile. 
„ Pſal. xix. 12. Who can underſtand his errors ? cleanſe 


thou me from ſecret faults. 


z Pſal. li. 5. Behold thou deſireſt truth in the inward parts; 


and in the hidden part thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom. 
4 Mat. xy. 19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, —_— Aon; blaſ- 


phemies. 


5 Matth. vi. 24. No man can ſerve two ) maſters : for Sacher 


he will hate the one, and love the other; or elfe he will hold 


to the one, and 2 225 the other. Ye cannot ſerve God and 


mammon. 
e Hol. x. 1. Iſrael is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit 


unto himſelf: according to the multitude of his fruit, he bath 
increaſed the alfars ; according to the goodneſs of his land, 
they have made poodly 3 images. Matth. xvi. 24. Then ſaid 
Jeſus unto his diſciples, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs, and follow me. 

d Ila. xxvi. 13. O Lord our God, other lords beſides thee 


- have had dominion over us; but by thee only will we make 


mention of thy name. Jobn xx. 28. And Thomas anſwered 


and ſaid unto him, my Lord, and my God. 
e Jam. iv. 2. Ye aſk and receive not, becauſe ye aſk amiſs, 


that ye may conſume it upon your Juſts. Jer. xlv. 2, 5. Thus 


ſaith t:. e Lord the God of Iſrael unto'thee, O Baruch, And 


ſeekeſt thou great things for thyſelf ? Seek them not; for be- 
hold, I will bring evil upon all fleſh, faith the Lord: but thy 
life wil FLgive unto thee for a prey, in all e waither o 
Vela. xvi. 24. Fee letter c. 
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172 Gos PE L- SONNET 8. DS Part HI. 
To me tis lawful. evermore 5 
Myſeif, to love and to abhor g. 


In this vain world 1 live, yet ſee 2 
I'm dead to it and it to me H. 
My joy is endleſs i i, yet at belt. 
Does hardly tor a moment AI k. 


1 SECT. III. 83 
Myſteries about-the Sete Berg ant Hacſure; ; 
© their Sins, Sorrows, and J. 


t "HE work is great I'm called unto a, G 
Let nothing 8 left for me to do b: 


g Lev. xix. 18. Thou Make not avenge, nor bear any 1 
at the children of thy people, ut thou ſhalt ſove thy 
neighbour as thyſelf: J am the Lord. Eph. v. 29. For no 
man ever yet hated his own ficſh ; but nour: ſheth and che riſh- 

eth it, even as the Lord the church John xii. 25. He that 

Ioveth his life, ſhall loſe it; and he thar iofeth his life in Chis 
world, ſhall keep it unto life eternal. Job xlii. 6. Where- 
fore 1 abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 

þ Col. iii. 3. For ye are dead, and your life is Hid with 
Chriſt in God. Gal. vi. 14. But God forbid that I ſhould | 
glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, by whom = 

the world is crucified unto me, and l unto the world. 

{ John xvi. 22. And ye now thefcfore have forrow ;* but 1 
will ſee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh fromyou. 2 Tbeff. ii. 16. Now our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf, add God the Father, which hath loved us, 
and hath given us everlaſting. conſolation, and good . 92 
through grace, c. 

1 Palm xxx. 7. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my 
mountain to ſtand ſtrong: thou didſt hide thy face, and I was 
troubled. Iſa. xlix. 13, 14. Sing, 0 heavens, and be joyful, 
O earth; and break forth into fi inping, O mountains; tor the 
Lord -hath comforted his people, and will have mercy apon 

his fflicted. But Zion faid, The Lord hath forſaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me. . 
4 Phil. ii. 32. WRAY my beloved, as ye have alw ays 


Sect. III. The Believer's Riddle. 173 
Hence for my work heav'n has prepar'd 
No wages c, yet a great reward 4. 
To works, but not to working dead e; 
From fin, but not from finning freed f, 
I clear myſelf from no offence g, ” 
Yet waſh mine hands in innocence þ. 


obeyed, not as in my preſence only, but now much more in my 
abſence ; work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
65 Phil. ii. 13. For it is God which worketh in you, both 
to will and to do of his good pleaſure. Lev. xx. 7, 8. Sancti- 
fy yourſelves, therefore, and be ye holy; for I am the Lord 
| your God. And ye ſhall keep my ſtatutes, and do them: I 
am the Lord which fanctify you. 1 

c Rom. vi. 23. For the wages of fin is death: but the gift 


of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chap. 


xi. 6. And if by grace, then it is no more of works; other- 
wiſe grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is 
it no more grace: otherwiſe work is no more work. 

4d Pſalm xix. 11. Moreover, by them (the judgments of 
the Lord) is thy ſervant warned: and in keeping of them 


there is great reward. Pſalm lviii. 11. Verily there is a re- 


ward for the righteous ; verily he is a God that judgeth in the 
earth. * ew | F; 


e Rom. vii.-4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are be- 


come dead to the law by the body of Chriſt ; that ye ſhould 
be married to another, even. to him who is raiſed from the 
dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. Gal. ii. 19. 
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto God. | ne M2 on „ 
I John i. 8. If we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. Chap. iii. 9. Whoſoe- 
ver is born of God, doth not commit ſin; for his feed remaine 
eth in him: and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God. 
& Rom. vii. 18. For I know, that in me (that is, in my 
belt) dwelleth no good thing; for to will is preſent with me; 
but how to perform that which is good, I find: not. 7 


Vill I compaſs thine altar, O Lord. 
= i 


5 Pfalm xxvi. 6. I will waſh my hands in innocency; ſo 
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194 GosPEL SONNETS.- "Fe 111. d 
My Father's anger burns like fire 5, _ 8 
Without a ſpark of furious ire ?: 

Though ſtill my fins diſpleaſing be J, 
Yet {till I know he's pleas'd with me 27, 
Triumphing is my conftant trade , ö 
Who yet am oft a captive led o. 
My bloody war does never ceaſe . 25 
Ye et I maintain a ſtable peace g. | 


1 1 = xi. 9. And the Lond was angry with Solomon, 
becouſe his heart was turned from the Lord God of Liracl, "I 
which had appeared unto him twice. - | 

& Ifa. xxvii. 4 Fury is not in me. Chap. liv. 9, 10. For 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I lave ſworn 
that the waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth: ſo 
have I ſworn. that I would not be wroth with thee, nor re- 
buke thee. For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 
mall the covenant of my Peace; be removed, ſaith the Lord, 
tht hath mercy on thee. . 

I Hal. i. 13. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canſt not Took on iniquity, Jer: xliv. 4. Howbeit, 1 ſent 
unto you all my ſervants the prophets, riſing early, and ſend- | 

ing the:n, faying, O do not this abominable thing that J hate. | 

m Matth. iii. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, | 
This is my beloved ſon, in whom I am wall pleaſed. Rom. 

v. 10. When we were enemies, we. were reconciled to God 

by the death of his Son. 

a 2 Cor. ii. 14. Now, thanks be unto God which always 
Ecaulcii us to triumph in Chriſt. 

o Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another Jens in my members, 
warring againſt the Jaw of my mind, and bringing me in. o Cap» 
urity to the law of fin, which is in my members. 

Rom. vii. 13. See letter o. 1 Tim. vi. 12. Fight the - 
2000 fignt of aith, &c. Gal. v. 17. For the fle ſn iuſteth a- 
1 gainſt the Spirit, and the S itit againſt the fleſh; and' theſe 
| are contrary the one to th. other; fo that Ye cannot do the 
| 


ti: ps that ye would, | 
| 9 Roni. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by IN we have | 
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Seck. III. ne Believers Riddle. ._ By 


-See letter k. 


treſſed; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair, John xvi. 33. 


we which have believed, do enter into reſt. 


Lord ſhall be a light unto me. 


teouſneſs which is of 1 by faith. 


My foes aſſaulting conquer me, 

Yet ne'er obtain the victory r-; 
For all my battles loſt or won, = 
Were loſt before they were begun A. 


Pm ill at eaſe, and ſtill oppreſt ; 

Have conſtant trouble, conſtant reft . 
Both clear and cloudy t, free and bound 2 3 
Both dead and * v, loſt and found v 20. 


peace with God, through our 1206 Jcſus Chriſt perm li 10. 


r Rom. vii. 23. See latter o. Chap. viii. 37. Nay, i in all 
theſe things we are more than es through him that 
loved us. | 

1 Cor. xv. 57. But 1 be to God, which giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chim. 
1 2 Cor. iv. 8. We are troubled on every ide, yet not- diſ- 


Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, that in me ye might. 
have peace. In the world ye ſhall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world. Heb. iv. 3. For 


Zech. xiv. 6, 7. And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, 
that the light ſhall not be clear, nor dark. But it ſhall be 
one day, which ſhalt be known. to the Lord, not day nor 
night: but it ſhall come to paſs, that at evening time it ſhall 
be light. Mic. vii. 8. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine ene- 
my; when I fall, I ſhall ariſe ; when 1 ſit in darkneſs, the 


u John viii. 36. If the Son therefore ſhall make you free, 
ye ſhall be free indeed. Acts xx. 23. The Holy Ghoſt wits 
neſſeth in every city, ſaying, that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
- © 2 Car. vi. 9. As dying, and behold we live. Col. iii. 
3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 

av. Math. Xviit. 11. For the Son of man is come to ſave 
that which was loft. Palm cxix. 176. Lhave gone aſtray 
like a loſt ſheep, feek thy ſervant. Ppil. iii. 9. And be found 


in bim, not having mine own righteouſneſs, Which is of the 7 


law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the rig... 


band the Lord God. 


* 


176 GosPpEIL SoNNETS. Part III. 


Sin for my good does work and win K- 

Let *tis not good for me to ſin y. | 
My pleaſure iſſues from my pain z ; 

My loſſes ſtill increaſe my gain 4. 
I'm heal'd ev'n when my plagues abound 5, 
Cover'd with duſt ev'n when I'm crown'd c. 


* Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good, to them that love God, to them who are 


the called according to his panels, Chap. xi. 11. I fay then, 
Have they ſtumbled that they 


ould fall? God forbid; but 
rather through their fall ſalvation is come unto the Gentiles, 


for to provoke them to jealouſy. 


y Pfalm Ixxxix. 31, 32. If they break my ſtatutes, and 
keep not my commandments, then will I viſit their tranſgreſ- 
fon with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. | 

2 Pſalm cxix: 67. Before I was afflicted, I went aſtray: 


but naw have I kept thy word. v. 71. It is good for me 


that 1 have been afflicted: that I might learn thy ſtatutes. 
James i. 2. My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 


divers temptations. | Fg 
a Matth. x. 39. He that loſeth his life for my ſake, ſhall 


bnd it. Mark x. 29, 30. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Ve- 


rily I. ſay unto you, There is no man that left houſe, or bre- 


thren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 


or lands for my fake and the goſpel's, but he ſhall receive an 
hundred-fold now in this time, houſes and brethren, and ſiſ- 


ters, and mothers, and children, arſd lands, with perſecutions ; 


and in the world to come eternal life. | Is 
. Rom. vii. 24, 25. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall 


| deliver me fromthe body of this death? I thank God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 5 | 


e viz. with mercy. Job xlii. 5, 6. 1 have beard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye ſeeth thee. 
Wherefore 1 abhot myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. 


Ezek. xvi. 63. That thou mayeſt remember and be confound- 
ed, and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, 
when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou baſt done, 


. 


— — — 


Seck. 1 Tbe Baue Riddle. | 177 


As low as death when living high, 4, 
Nor ſhall I live, yet cannot die e. 


For all my fins my heart is fad, - 
Since God's diſhonour'd ; yet Im glad, 
Though once J was a ſlave to ſin 2 
Since God does thereby honour win 5. 


My fins: are ever in his eye z, 
Let he beholds no lin in me 45 


F 2 Cor. vi. 9. As dying, and behold, we 3 5 
e Heb, ix. 27. It is appointed unto men once to die. John 
es Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that' heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, 


and ſhall not come unto condemnation; but is paſſed from 


death unto life. Chap. vi. 40. And this is the will of him 


that ſent, me, that every one whieh ſeeth the Son, and beliey- 


eth on him. me have everlaſting life. v. 50, 51. This is 
the bread Unten cometh down from heaven, that à man may 
eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came 


down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live 


for ever: and the bread that I will give is my fiſh, which 1. 
will give for the life of the World. 

as Platm . 4. Avainlt thee, thee only have 1 ſatined, and 
done this evil in chy fight. . eG 

's Rm. v. 17. But God be thanked; "that ye were the 


Teryancs of fin, but ye have obeyed from the beart that form 


of doctrine Which Was delivered unto vou. 


5 156. Kli. 24. Sing. O ye hes vens; for the. Loo hath 


Jane it: ſhout ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into 
ſinging, ye mountains, O Toreſts, and every tree thereio ; for 
the Foe hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael. 


Eph. i. 6. To the praiſe of the glory of his 3 . „ 
Thar we ſhovld be to the praiſe of his glory. 


i Rev. i. 1. 1 know thy works, that thou haſt a name 
that thou liveſt, and art dead. v. 1 5. 1 kaow thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor het. 

Namb. xxiti,'21. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
neither hath he ſcen perverſenels i in Itrael. Song iv. 7. Qhou 


art all fiir, my love, there is no ſpot in thee. » Ezek. xvi. F4. 
And WE renown went forth among the Heathen for thy beau- 
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178 | GosrzI SoxNETs. Part Ul. 


His mind that keeps them all i in ſtore, 

Will yet remember them no more 1. 

Becauſe my ſins are great, I feel, 

Great fears of heavy wrath m ; yet ſtill 
For mercy ſeek, for pardon wait, 

Becauſe my fins are very great 2. 

I hope when plung'd into deſpair o, 

I tremble when I have no fear p. 


oo FEY it was ii A my comelineſs which I had put 
upon thee, faith the Lord God. 


1 1fa. xliii. 25. I, even I am he that blotteth out thy trand. 
ſſions for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy fins. 


e 
1 — xxxi. 14. I will * their iniquity, and I will remem- 
ber their fin no, more. Heb. viii. 12. I will be merciful to 


their ont ighteouſneſs, and their fins and their _—_— will I 


remember 119 more. 

m Ezra ix. 13, 14. And after all has] is come upon us for 
our evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſs, ſeeing that thou 
our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve, and 
haſt given us 0 chideliverance 35 this, ſhould we again break 


thy commandments, and join in affinity with the people of 


«theſe abominations ? wouldſt thou not be angry with us till thou 
hadſt conſumed us, fo that there ſhould be no remnant nor e- 


| ſcaping ? Pſalm xxxviii. 1. © Lord, rebuke me not in thy 


wrath ; neither chaſten me in thy hot diſpleaſure. 
n Pſalm xxv. 11. For thy names fake, O Lord, pardon 


mine iniquity ; for it is great. Jer xiv. 7. O Lord, though : 
our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do thou it for thy names 


fake : for our backing are many, we have ſinned againſt 
thee. 


0. Rom iv. 18. Who Abraham] 1 ft hope believed in 


hope. , 2 Cor. i. 8, 9. For we would not, brethren, have you 
ignorant of our trouble which. came to us in Aſia, that we 
were preſſed out of meaſure, above ſtrength, inſomuch that we 
deſpaired even of life ; but we had the ſentence of death in 


ourſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God | 


which raiſeth the dead. 


Phil. ii. 12. Wherefore my beloved, as ye have al: ways | 
obeyed, not as in my preſence only, but now much more in 


Ss wr alk ns rt 
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Seat. V. The Believer's Riddle. 179 
Pardon diſpels my griefs and fears g, ” 
And yet diſſolves my heart in tears 7. 

Se » 
Myſteries in Faith's extractiont, way and walk, 
prayers and anſwers, heights and depths, fear 
and love. 185 „ 

| "ITH waſps,and bees my buſy bill 

Sucks ill from good and good from 

Humility makes my pride to grow, (illa: 

And pride aſpiring lays me low . 


my: abſence : work out your own falvation with fear and trem- 
bling. Luke i. 74. That he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered ont of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve 
him without fear. 26 2 
9 Matth. ix. 2. Jeſus ſaid unto the ſick of the palſy, Son, 
be of good cheer, thy ſins be forgiven thee, SIE a 
1 Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. Then will 1 ſprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: from all your ſilthineſs, and 
from all your idols will 1 cleanſe you. A new heart alſo will 
I give you, and a new ſpirit will J put within you, and I will 
take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and J will give 
you an heart of fleſh. v. 31. Then ſhall ye remember your 
own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and ſhall 
loath yourſelves in your own fight, for your iniquities, and for 
your abominations. Chap. xvi. 63. That thou mayeſt remem- 
ber and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more 
becauſe of thy ſhame, when J am paeiſied toward thee for al! 
that thou haſt done, faith the Lord God. Ee FTE 
4 Rom ii. 4. Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs 
and forbearance, and long-ſuffering: not knowing that the 
oodneſs of God leadeth thee-to repentance ?. Chap. viz 1, 2. 
hat ſhall we ſay then? ſhall we continue in ſin that grace 
may abound? God forbid: > how'ſhall we that are dead to,fin 
live any longer therein? . 15. What then? ſhall we ſin, be⸗ 
cauſe we are not under the law, but under grace? Gad for- 
bid. Chap. viii. 28: And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good, to them that love Ged; to them who art tu 
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My ſtanding does my fall procure c, 
My falling makes me ſtand more ſare d. 


My poiſon does my phyſic prove e, 
My enmity provokes my love. 


My poverty infers my wealth g, 
; My ſickneſs iſſues in my health 9 5 


called e to his purpoſe. Phil. i. 1 2. But I would ye 
ſhould underſtand, brethren, that the things which happened 
unto me, have fallen out unto the furtherance of the goſpel. 
Pfalm cxix. 71. It is good for me that 1 have been afflited ; 

that I might learn thy ſtatutes. - 

5 2 Cor. xii. J. And leſt I ſhould be exalted above mea- 
| Cure, through the abundance of the revelations, there wav giv- 
en to me a thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet 
me, leſt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure. Prov. xxix. 23. 
A man's pride ſhall bring him low.: but honour ſhall. uphold 
the humble in ſpirit. 2 Chron, xxxii. 26. Hezekiah hum- 

bled himſelf for the pride of his heart, (both he and the i in- 
habitants of Jeruſalem), ſo that the wrath of the Lord came 
not upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 

c Pſalm xxx. 6, 7. And in my proſperity I ſaid, I ſhall ne- 


ver be moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my moun- 


tain to ſtand ſtrong: thou didſt hide thy face, and I was troubled, 
d Prov. xxiv. 16. For a juſt man falleth ſeven times, and riſ- 
eth up again. Pſalm xxxvii. 24. "Though he fall he ſhall not 
be utterly caſt down; for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
e 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8. And left I ſhould be exalted above 
meaſure through the abundance of the revelations, there was 
iven to me a thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet 
me, leſt 1 ſhould be exalted above meaſure. For this thing I 
beſought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. Iſa. 
xxvii. 8, 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou wilt de- 
bate with it: he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of his eaſt 
wind. By'this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, 
and this is all the fruit to take away his fin. | 
F Gal. v. 27. The fleſh Juiteth againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the fleſh, v. 24. And they that are Chriſt's, 
have. crucified the fleſh, with the affe ctions and laſts. 
g Rev. ii. 9. 1 know thy poverty, but thou art rich. 2 Cor. 
vi. 10. As . 1 and yet poſſeſſing all things. | 


2 * 
. 4 


Sect. V. The Believer's Riddle: 


My hardneſs tends to make me ſoft i, 
And killing things do cure me oft . 
While high attainments caſt me down, 
My deep abaſements raiſe me ſoon / : 
My beſt things oft have evil brood i, 
My worſt things work my greateſt good . 


4 Matth. ix. 12. They that be whole need not a phyſician, 
but they that are fick. Iſa. Ivii. 17, 18. For the iniquity of 
his covetouſneſs was I wroth and ſmote him: I hid me and 


was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. 


J have ſeen his ways and will heal him: I will lead him allo, 
and reſtore comforts unto him, and to his mourners _ 

i Iſa. Ixiii. 17. O Lord, why haſt thou made us to err 
from thy ways? and hardened our heart from thy fear? Re- 
turn for thy ſervant's ſake, the tribes of thine inheritance. 

+ 2 Cori i. 9. But we had the ſentencewt death in ourſelves, 
that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God, which raiſ- 


1 


eth the dead. Hol. v. 15. I will go a dy; turn to my place, 


till they acknowledge their offence, and ic my face: in their 
affliction they will ſeek me early. Chap. vi. I. Come and Jet 
us return unto the Lord ; for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us: he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. „ 

1 1 Pet v. 6. Be ſubject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility; for God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace 


to the humble. Humble yourſelves therefore under the mighty 


hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. Pſalm 
cxvi. 6. I was brought low, and he helped me. 9 
m Pſalm xxx. 6, 7. And in my proſperity I ſaid, I ſhall 


never be moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made my 
mountain to ſtand ſtrong : thou didſt hide thy face, and I was 
| troubled. Deut. XXxIi. 14, 15. Butter of kine, and milk of 


ſheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Baſhan, and 
goats, with the fat of kidneys. of wheat ; and thou didit drink 
the pure blood of the grape. But Jeſhurun waxed fat, and 
kicked ; thou art waxen fat, thou art grown, thick, thou art 
covered with fatneſs: then he forſook the God which made him, 
and lightly eſteemed the rock of his ſalvation. * Pſalm cvi. 5. 
Our fathcrs underſtood not thy wonders in Egypt, they re- 
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182 GosPEL SONNETS. Part III. 
My inward: foes that me alarm. 
Breed me much hurt, yet little harm o. 
I get no good by them ®, yet ſee 
To my chief good they cauſe me flee 5. 
They reach to me a deadly ſtroke 9, 
Yet ſend me to a living rock r. | 
They make me long for Canaan's banks x, 
Let ſure Iowe them little thanks. | 


membered not the multitude of thy mercies, but provoked him 


at the ſea, even the Red-ſea. | 
n Pſalm xx. TI. Thou haſt turned for me my mourning 
into dancing : thou has put off my ſackcloth, and girded me 
with gladneſs. Rom. viii. 28. See letter a. | | 
o Jer. x. 19. Wo is me for my hurt, my wound is griev- 


ous! but I ſaid, Truly this is a grief, and 1 muſt bear it. 


1 Pet. iii. 13. And who is he that will harm you; if ye be 


_ followers of that which is good? 


* viz. in themſetves,” but much evil. 1 Pet. ii. 11. Dearly 
beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers and as pilgrims, abſtain 
from fleſhly luſts, which war againft the ſoul. James i. 14, 15. 
But every man is tempted when he 1s drawn away by his own 
Juſt, and enticed. Then when luſt hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth ſin; and ſin, when it is ficiſhed, bringeth forth death. 

1. p Pſal. exliii. 9. Deliver me, O Lord from mine enemies ; 
J flee unto thee to hide me. | * 

9 Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die. 

r Pſalm xviii. 46, 47. The Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my 
rock: and let the God of my ſalvation be exalted. It is God 


that avengeth me, and ſubdueth the people under me. 


s Pſalm lv. 6. And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove! 
for then would I fly away, and be at reſt. And cxx. 5. Wo 
is me, that I ſojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the tents of 
Kedar. Rom. viii. 20—23. For the creature was made ſubject 


to vanity, not willingly, but by reafon of him who hath ſubject- 


ed the ſame in hope: becauſe the creature itſelf alſo ſhall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know the whole 
creation groaneth, and travelleth in pain together until now: 


and not only they, but ourſelyes alſo, which have the firſt» 


Sect. IV. The Believer's Riddls. 183 
I travel t, yet ſtand firm and faſt u; 
I run v, but yet I make no haſte v. 


I take away both old and ney x, 
Within my fight , yer. out of view 2. 


My way directs me in the way a, 
And will not ſuffer me to ſtray 6; 
Though high and out of ſight it be, 
I'm in the way, the way's in me c. 


fruits of the Spirit, even we ourſelves groan within ourſelves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
; Heb. xi. 13.—and confeſſed that they Were ſtrangers and 


pilgrims on the earth. 
1 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Watch ye, ſtand faſt. in the faith ; qui 


you like men, be ſtrong, 

v Heb. xii. 1. Let us run with patience the race that 1s 
ſet before us. 

20 Iſa. xxviti, 16. 15 * believeth, ſhall not make haſte. 

& Jer. vi. 16. Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways 
and ſee, and aſk for the old paths, where i is the good way, and 
walk thercin, and ye ſhall find reſt for your foals. Heb. x. 
19, 20. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into 
the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath conſecrated for us, through the vail, that is to 
ſay, Bis fleſh. : 

y 1 Cor. xiii. 12. For we now ſee through a glaſs, darkly ; 
but then face to face; now I know in part: but then ſhall I 
know even as 1 _ am known. 

z John xvi. 10. J go to my Father, and ye ſee me no more, 
- a John xiv. 6. Jeſus faith unto him I am the way —ne 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

3 [ſa. xliii. 16. And J wall bring the blind by a way hes 
they knew not: I will lead them in paths that they have not 
khown : I will make darkneſs light before them, and cr6oked 
things ſtraipht, Theſe things will I do unto them, and not 


3 forlake them. Chap. Iv. 4. "Behold, L have given him to be 


a leader and commander'to- the people. 

c Iſa. xxxv. 8. And an highway all be there, and a way, 
and it ſhall be called the way of holineſs ; the unclean ſhall 
not paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe : the wayſaring men, 
though fools, ſhall not err therein. John xv. 14. Abide in 


TE 


* 
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'Tis ſtraight d, yet full of heights and 
deppen e; 

I keep the way f, the way me keeps K 

And being that to which I tend, 

My very way's niy journey's a h. 

When I'm in company I groat 

Becauſe 1 then am moſt aer 15 5 


— 


me, and fin you. Chap. xvii. 23. I in them, and then in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the worid 
may know that thou haſt ſent me, and_haſt loved them, us thou 

» haſt loved me. v. 26. And I have declared unto them thy 
name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hal! 
loved me, may be in them, and I in hem. 

d Matth. iti. 3. This is he that was ſpoken of by the pro. 
phet Eſaias, ſaying, the voice of one crying in the wilderneſe, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths ſtraight. 

e Iſa. xl. 3, 4. The voice of him that crieth in the wilder. 
neſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight in the 
deſart a highway for our God. Every valley ſhall be exalted, 
and every mountain and kill ſhall be made low: and the crook- 
ed ſhall be made ſtreight, and the rough places plain. Chap. 
xlii. 16. See letter b. Pſalm Ixxvii. 13. Thy way, O God, 
is in the ſanctuary, v. 19. Thy way is in the ſea, and thy 
path in the great waters, and thy footſteps are not known. 

F Pſalm xxxvii. 34. Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, 
and he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the land. 

g Pſalm cxxi. 3, 4 He will not ſuffer thy foot to be mo- 
ved: he that keepeth thee will not ſluniber. Behold, he that 
keepeth Iſracl, ſhall neither Number nor fl-ep. 

h Heb. it. 22, 23, 24. But ye are come unto mount Si— 
on, and unto the city of the living God , the heav enly feruſa- 

lem, and to an inrumerable company of angels, to the gene- f 
ral aſſembly and church of the firſt. born, which are writ: ten in i 
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt . 
men made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new co- IM 
venant, and to the * of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better i 3 
things than the blood of Abel. 1 Theff. iv. 17. Then we IM 


f 
which are alive and rc:nain, (Fall be caught up together with 6 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the a air: 28 ue Þ 


we be ever with the Lord. 


{ . | * ; | bi. F 
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Vet in my cloſeſt ſecrecy, 1 
| Im joyful in my company |. _ 
| Tm heard afar], without a noiſe ; i 
I cry without a lifted voice ; 8 
Still moving in devotions ſphere 7, bi: 
Yet ſeldom ſteady perſevere o, 1 
I'm heard when anſwer'd ſoon or late ; 1 
; And heard when I no anſwer get 7; 1 
| 1 
| i Song i i. 2. Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where © 1 
| thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon : for D 1 
hy ſhould I be as one that turneth aſide by the flocks of thy 6, 
] companions * . 8 
: I Song vii. 11, 12. Come my beloved, let us go forth iny i 
ds the field, let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up earl 1 
to the vineyards, let us ſee if the vine flouriſh, whether th 1 
II tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth : fo 5 
p | there will J give thee my loves. Wo 
* i I Pſalm xx. 6. Now know I, that the Lord ſaveth his a- 1 
" [FF nointed: he will hear him from 55 holy heaven, with the ſa- 9 
L ving ſtrength of his right hand. p 
u 1 Sam. i. 13, 14, 15. Now Hannah, ſhe ſpake in her : 
J 'ﬆ heart, only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: there- "xt 
| | fore-Eli thought ſhe had been drunken. And Eli ſaid unto ' Fi 
, her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine 1 
from thee. And Hannah anſwered and ſaid. No, my Lord, 4 
lam a woman of a ſorrowful ſpirit; J have drunken neither | 
a | wine nor ſtrong drink, but have poured out my ſoul before the il 
a Lord. 8 1 
. nl Theſf. v. 2 Pray withour ceafing. | {| 
mY | 0: Hof. vi. 4. O Ephraim, what ſhall 1 do unto tber! 20 + 
*- [ME Judah, what ſhall I do unto thee ? for your goodneſs is as a ji 
2 IF morning-cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. e 70 
it} 1 Iſa. xtiz. 8. Thus faith the Lord, in an acceptable time 4 
” 12 have I heard thee, and in a day of arion have I helped thee. 
EZ 9g Matth. xxvii. 39. And Jeſus went a little farther, and 


© IE fell on his face, and prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſi- 
1 I ble, let this cup paſs from me, nevertheleſs, not as J will, bu t 


a W * 5 
23 
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1866 GosrEIL SONNETS. Part III. 
Vea, kindly anſwer'd when refus'd 7, 
And friendly treat when harſhly us'd /. 


My fervent pray'rs ne'er did prevail J, 
Nor e'er of prevalency fail f. 1 

I wreſtle till my ſtrength be ſpent „ 
Yet yield when ſtrong recruits are ſent V. 


r Pſalm xxii. 1, 2, 3. My God, my God, by haſt thou 
forſaken me? why art hou fo far from helping me, and from 
the words of my roaring ? O my God, I cry in the day time, 
but thou heareſt not; and in the night ſeaſon, and am not 
filent. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſcs 
of Iſrael. F 

f Heb. xii: 5—10. And ye have forgotten the exhorta- 
tion which ſpeaketh unto you as children, My ſon, deſpiſe not 
thou the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faigt when thou art re- 
baked of him. For whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. If ye endure chal- 
tening, God dealeth with you as with ſons ; for what fon is he 
whom the father chaſteneth not? But if ye be without chaſ— 
tiſement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye baſtards, and 
not ſons. Furthermore, we have had fathers of our fleſh, Sick 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence : ſhall we not much 
rather be in ſubje&ion to the Father of ſpirits, and live ? For 
they verily for a few days chaſtened us after their own plea- 

ſure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
Nenn 

4 Dan. ix. 18, 19. O my God, elde thine ear, and hear; 
open thine eyes, and behold our deſolations, and the chy 
which is called by thy name : for we do not preſent our ſup- 
plications before thee for our righteouſneſs, but for thy great 
mercies. O Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive; O Lord, heark- 

en and do: deſer not, for thine own ſake, O my God: for 
thy city, and thy people are called by thy name. 

e James v. 16. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. 

' Gen. xxxii. 24, 25. And Jacob was left TBE : and 
there wreſtled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 
And when he ſaw that he prevailed not againſt him, he touch- 
ed the hollow of his thigh : and the hollow of 75 cob's thigh 


was out of joint as he wreſtled with him. 


7 
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1 languiſh for my Huiband's charms . 

. Yet faint away when in his arms x. | 

My ſweeteit health doth ficknels prove; 
When love me heals, I'm fick of How Ye 


I am moſt merry when I'm ſad z ; 
Moſt full of forrow when I'm glad a; 
Moſt precious when I'm moſt vile 5, 
And moſt at home when in exile c. 


v Pſalm cxxxviii. 3. In the day when I cried, thou an> 
ſweredſt me: and ſtrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul. 
Gen. xviii. 32, 33. And he ſaid, Oh let not the Lord be 
angry, and 1 will ſpeak bat this once: Pera dventure teu ſhall 
be found there. And the Lord went his way, as ſoon as he 
had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned 


unto his place. 


40 Pſal. Ixiii. 2. bly fleſh longeth to ſee thy power and thy glo- 


ry, ſo as I have ſeen thee ia the  fanQuary. And xxvil. 4. one 


thing have ] defired of che Lord, that will 1 ſeek after, that I 
may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

x Rev. i. 17. And when I faw him, I feli at his feet as 
dead : and he laid his right hand upon me, ſaying unto me, 


a Fear not; I am the firſt and the laſt. 


y Song ii. 4, 5. He brought me to the banqueting- 1 0 


and his banner over me was love. Stay me with flaggons, 


comfort me with apples: for I am ſick of love, 

2 2 Cor. vii. 10. For godly forrow worketh repentance 
unto ſalvation, not to be repented of. Eccl. vii. 5. Sorrow; 
is better than laughter; for by the ſadneſs of the countenance 
the heart is made better, 

a Prov. xiv. 13. Even in laughter the heart is forrowful ; 3 
and the end of that mirth is heavineſs. 

5 Job xl. 4. Behold I am vile, what ſhall 1 anfwer thee ? 
I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Chap. xlii. 5, 6. I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine eyes 
ſeeth thee. Whereſore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duft 
and aſhes. + Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20. I have ſurely heard Eph- 
raim bemoaning himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſcd me, and I 
was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the. yoke : turn 


* 


thou me, and I ſhall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God. 


> 
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My baſe and honourable birth, _ 
Excites my mourning and my mirth d; 
I'm poor, yet ſtock'd with untold rent ; 
_ Moſt weak, and yet omnIpatent F. 


Surely after that I was turned, I ebene and after that I 


was in tructed, 1 ſmote upon my thigh :*1 was aſhamed ; yea, 


even confounded, becauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. 


Is Ephraim my dear ſon ? is he a pleaſant child ? for fince 1 


ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember him ſtill: there- 


fore my bowels are troubled for him; I will ſurely have mer- 
cy upon him, faith the Lord. 


c. Ezek. i. 1. Now it came to paſs it in the thirtieth year, 


in the fourth month,- in the fifth day of the month (as 1 was 
among the captives by the river of Chebar), that the heavens 


were opened, and I ſaw viſions of God. Rev. i. 9, 10. 


I John, who aiſo am your brother and companion in tribula- 
tion, and in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt, was 


in the ifle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for 


the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, I was in the Spirit on the 


Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice as of a trurn- 
pet, &t. John xvi. 32. Behold the hour cometh; yea, is no-. 
come, that ye ſhall be ſcattered, every man to his own,. and 
ſhall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, becauſe the 


Father is with me. 


d Ezek. xvi. 3, 4. Thus faith t the Lord God unto Jeruſa- - 


lem, Thy birth and thy nativity 1s of the land of Canaan ; thy 
father was an Amorite, arid thy mother an Hittite, And as 
for thy nativity in the day thou waſt born, thy * navel was not 
cut, neither waſt thou waſhed in water to ſupple thee : thou 
waſt not ſalted at all, nor ſwaddled at all. John i. 13. Which 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God. Plalm li. 5. Behold T was ſhapen 
in iniquity : and in ſin did my mother eonceive me. 2 Pet. i. 

Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a 


lively hope, by the feſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. 


"I 
| 


e Rev. iii. 17. Becauſe thou ſayeſt, T am rich, and increaſ- 


ed with goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not 


thut thou art wretched, and muſcrable, and poor, and blind, and 


naked. I counſel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayeſt be rich; and white IRE" that thou mayeſt be 
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On earth there's none ſo great and hagh ” 
Nor yet ſo low and mean as I5; 

None or ſo fovliſh 2, or fo wiſe þ; a 
So often fall, ſo often riſe J. 


J ſeeing him I never ſaw n, 
Serve without fear, and yet with awe 2. 


clothed, and that the Thame of thy na kedneſs do not appear; 
and anoint thine eyeswith eye ſalve, that thou mayelt ſee. 
Eph. iii. S. Unto me who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints 
is this prace given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 

John xv. 5, Without me ye can do nothing. Phil, iv. 1 13. 
1 can do all things through Cnriſt, which ſtrengthenech me. 

g Plalm xvi. 3. But to the ſaints that are in the earth, and 
to the excellent in whom is ail my delight. Iſa. xliii. 4. Since 
thou waſt precious in my ſight, thou haſt been honourable, and 
I have loved thee : therefore will I give men for thee, and 
people for thy life. | 

h Eph. iii. 8. ſee leiter e. 1 Tim. i. 15. This! is a faithful 
ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the world to fave ſinners; of whom J am chief. 
» s Pſalm Ixxiii. 22. So fochſh was I, and ignorant: I was 
as a beaſt before thee. Prov. xxx. 2, 3. Surely I am more 
brutiſh than any man, and have not the underſtanding of a-man. 
1 neither learned wiſdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. 

41 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, WhO of 


God is made unto us wiſdom, &c. Matth. xi. 25, 26. At 


that time Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord cf heaven and earth, becar {= thou haſt kid theſe things 
from the wife and pruder „ 40J haſt revealed them unto babes. 
Even ſo, Father, for ſo. ſe med good in thy fight. Chap. 
cui. 11. Jeſus anſwered and {aid unto them, Becauſe it is giv- 
en unto you to know the myſteries of the Kingdom of heaven, 
but to then it is not given, 


Prov. NX. 16. A jull man falleth ſeven times, and rifeth 


up again. 
m 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, Je love; in whom 
| tho” now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable, and full of glory, Hab. xi. 1. Now faith is the 


lubſtance of things hoped * the ev: dence of things not feens | 
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Though love, when perfect, fear remove o; 
Yet moſt I fear when moſt I love g. 
All things are lawful unto me , 

Yet many things unlawtul ber ; 

To ſome I perfect hatred bear /, 

Yet keep the law of love entire 9: 


I'm bound to love my friends t, but yet 
I fin unleſs I do them hate 2: 


„ Lukesi. 74. That he would grant unto us, that we being 


delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve, him 


Without fear. Heb. xii. 28. Wherefore we receiving a kings 
dom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, w hereby we 


may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence aud godly fear, 


o 1 John iv. 18. There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
caſteth out fear, becauſe fear hath torment : he that feareth is 
not made perfect in love. 

5 Jer. xxxui. 9. And it ſhall be to me a name and joy, a 
ES and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which 
ſhall hear all the good that I do unto them ; and they ſhall 


fear and tremble for all the goodneſs, and for all the profpe- 


Tity that | procure unto it. Hoſ. iii. 5. Afterwards ſhall the 
children of Iſrael return, and ſeek the Lord their God, and 
David their king, and ſhall fear the Lord, mou his goons {s 


in the latter days. ; 
g 1 Cor. vi. 12. All dich are l unto me, but all 


things are not expedient : all things are lawful for me, but I 


will not be brought under the power of any. 
r Exod. Xx. I, 2,3, &c. And God ſpake al! tele words 
ſaying, I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out 


of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. Thou 


ſhalt have no other gods before me, &c. 
Pſalm cxxxix. 21, 22. Do not I hate them, 0 Lord 
that hate thee? and am not I grieved with thoſe that riſe up 


againſt thee ? L hate them with perfect hatred : I count them 
mine enemies, 


s 2 Chron. xix. 2. And Jehu the ſon of - Hanani the free, 
went, out to meet him, and ſaid to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldit 


thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord ?. 


therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 
Lev. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any 


| Seat. V. . The Believer's Rildle. 191 
I am oblig'd to hate my foes v, 
| Yet bound to love and pray for thoſe ww. 
Heart-love to men I'm call'd to impart, 
Yet God ſtill calls for all my heart x: 
I do him and his ſervice both 
By nature love y, by nature lothe 2. 


: Sr 
Myfteries about fleſh and ſpirit, liberty and bon- 
5 dage, life and death. | 


UCH like my heart both falſe and true a, 
I have. a name both old and new 6. 


\ 


thy neighbour as thyſelf; I am the Lord. 

u Luke xiv. 26. If any man come to me, and hate not his 
father and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
ſiſters, yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. - 

v As they are the foes of God. Judg. v. 31. So let all 
thine enemies periſh, O Lord; but let them that love him, be 
as the ſun when he goeth forth in his might. Pſalm xvii. 13, 
14. Ariſe, O Lord, diſappeint him, caſt him down: deliver 
my ſoul from the wicked, which is thy ſword; from men which 

are thy hand, O Lord, from men of the world, which have 
their portion in this life, and whoſe belly thou filleſt with thy 
hid creaſure : they are full of children, and leave the reſt of 
their ſubſtance to their babs. 
s Matth. v. 44. But I ſay unto you, Love your enemies, 
bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 


1 WO 
hy —— ud re oF” 


Wncighbour as thyſelf. - Chap. xxii. 37. Thou ſhalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and 
with all thy mind. | N | 
= y 1 John v. 2. By this we know that we love the children 
of God, when we love God and keep his commandments. 

* Rom. viii. 7. The carnal mind is enmity againſt God: 


grudge, againſt the children of thy people, but thou ſhalt love 


2 


„ Matth. xi x. 19. Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love thy 


for it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
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192 Gos rIL SoNNETS. Part HI. 
No new thing is beneath the func; 
Yet all is new, and old things gone d. 
Though in my fleſh dwells no good thing 6, 


Yet Chrift in me 1 joy ful ling * 
Sin I confels, and I deny: 
For though I fin it is not Ig. 


Col. i. 21. And you that were ſometimes alienated, and enemies 
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 

a Jer. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it ? Heb. x. 22. Let us 
draw near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having 
our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our bodies 
waſhed with pure water. 

5 Rom. ix. 25, 26. As he faith alſo in Oſee, I will call 
them my people, which were not my people ; and her, beloy- 
ed, which was not my beloved. And it ſhall come to pals, 
that in the place where it was ſaid unto them, Ye are not my 
people; there ſhall they be called, The children of the living 
God. Rev. ii. 22. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit ſaith unto the churches : To him that overcometh will 
J give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name written, which no man | 
knoweth, ſaving he that receiveth it. Chap. iii. 12. Him that 
overcometh will T make a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
he ſhall go no more out: and will write upon him the name 
of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is | 
new Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my || 
God, and I will write upon him my new name. f 

ec Eccl. i. 9. The thing that hath been, it is that which 
ſhall be: and that which is done, is that which ſhall be done 
and there is no new thing under the ſun. 

d 2 Cor. v. 17. If any man be in Chriſt, be is a new 
creature : old things are paſt away, behold all things are be- Þþ 
come new. Rev. xxi. 5. And he that fat upon the throne, | 

| 


faid, Behold, I make all things new. 
e Rom. vii. 18. For I know, that in me (that is, in my 
fleſh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is preſent with me, 
but how to perform that which is good, I find not. : 
Col. i. 27. To whom God would make known what is 
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good, I find not. 


of God, after the inward man. 


The Behever's Riddle. 193 
J fin againſt, and with my will Y; ; 
I'm innoeent, yet guilty ſtill i. 

Though fain Ta be the greateſt ſaint &, 

To be the leaſt I'd be content J. 


the riches of the glory of this myſtery among the Gentiles, 
which is Chriſt in you the bope of glory. 

7 Rom. vii. 14—20. For we know that the law is ſpi- 
ritual ; but T am carnal, ſold under fin. For that which I do, 
I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I 
hate that do I. If then I do that which I world not, I con- 
ſent unto the law that is good. Now then, it is no more TI 
that do it, but ſin that dwelleth in me. For I know, that in 
me, (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing: for to 
will is preſent with me, but how to perform that which is 
For the good that I would,-I do not ; but 
the evil which I would not, that I do. Now, if I do that EL 
would not, it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth i in 
me. 1 John iii. 9. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not 
commit ſin; for his ſeed remaineth in him: and he cannot 


in, becauſe he is born of God. 


5 Rom. vii. 21—25. I find then a law, that when I would 
do pood, evil is preſent with me. 
But I ſee another law in my 
members, warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing 


me into captivity to the law of ſin, which is in my members. 
O wretched man that-I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 


body of this death! I thank God, through Jeſus. Chriſt our 


Lord. So then, with the mind I myſelf ſerve the law of 
God ; but with the fleſh the law of fin. 


i Palm xix. 13. Keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſump- 
t10us fins, let them not have dominion over me; then ſhall I 
be upright, and I ſhall be innocent from the great tranſgreſ- 


fon. And cxx. 3. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark i gue: : 


O Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? - 

4 Phalm xxvii. 4. One thing have I deſired of the Lord, 
that will I ſeek after, that T may dwell in the houfe of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 


and to inquire in his temple. 


/ Plalm * 10. For a day i in thy courts is beiter than 
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For 1 delight in the las- 
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194  GospEL SoNNRETsG. Part III. 
My lowneſs may my height evince mM, 
I'm both a beggar and a prince . 
With meaneſt ſubjects I appear o, 
With kings a royal ſceptre bear p. 
I'm both unfetter'd and involv'd 9. 
By law condemn'd, by law abſolv' dx, 


a thouſand : I had rather be a door keeper in the houſe of my 
God, than to awell in the tents of wickedneſs. 


m Job v. 11. To ſet up on high thoſe that be low ; that 
habe which mourn may be exalted to ſafety. 
n 1 Sam. ii. 8. The Lord raifeth the poor up out of the 
duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the dung-hill, to ſet them 
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: 


for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the 


world upon them. Gen. xxxii. 28. And the angel ſaid, 


Thy name ſhall be called no more Jacob, but Iſrael; for as a | 


prince thou haſt power with God and with men, and haſt pre- 5 
vailed. Rev i. 5, 6. Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 


from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 


prieſts unto God and -his father ; 3-00 woo be glory and do- | 
minion fer ever and ever. Amen. g 
Phil. ii. 10. That at the name of neſs every knee ſhou!d | 
bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things un- 
der the earth. Heb. i. 6. And again, when he bringech in 
the firſt begotten into the world, he faith, And let all the | 
angels of God worſhip him. | 

5 Rev, ii. 26, 27. And he that overcometh, and keepeth || 
my works unto the end, to him will 1 give power over the na- | 
tions : (and he ſhall rule them as with a rod of iron : as the 
veſſels of a potter ſhall they be broken to ſhivers) even as I | 
reccived of my father. | 

g Pſalm cxvi. 16. Oh Lord, truly Tam thy ſervant, Tam | 
thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy handmaid, thou haſt looſed my 


bonds. Rom. vii. 23. But I ſee another law in my members, 4 


warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of fin, whichis in my members. 4 
r 1 John iii. 20. For if our heart condemn us, God is 


greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Rom. viii. 


1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which || 


are ip Chriſt Jeſus, who walk vot after the fleſh, but after 
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- The Believer's Riddle. 

My guilt condignly puniſh'd ſee, 

Let I the guilty wretch go free 5. 

My gain did by my loſs begin ?; 

My righteouſneſs commenc'd by fin ; 
My perfect peace by bloody ſtrife v; 
Lite is my death, and death my life w. 
I'm (in this preſent life I know) 

A captive and a freeman too x; 


the Spirit v. 33. 34. Who ſhall lay any. thing to the . 


of God's elect? It is God that juſtifieth : who is he that 


condemneth? ? It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is riſen 


again, who is even at the right hand of on who alſo ma- 
keth interceſhon for us. 


„„ Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath. redeomed us from the curſe of 


the law, being made a curſe for us: for it e Curſed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree. 


t Rom. ili. 23, 24. For all have ſinned and come ſhort of 


the glory of God: being juſtified freely by his grace, through 


the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 


u Rom. iti. 5. But if our unrighteouſueſs commend the 


rigbteouſneſs of God, what ſhall we ſay ? Chap v. 20, 21. 


— 


But where fin abounded, grace did much more abound : that 


as ſin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign 
through eee unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 


v Col. i. 20. And (having made peace through the blood of 


his croſs) by him to reconcile all things unto himſelf, by him, 

I fay, whether they be things on earth, or things in heaven. 
20 The life e font is our death. 1 Pink, v. 6. But ſhe that 

liveth in pleaſure, is dead while ſhe liveth. 


Chriſt our life. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. For the love of Chriſt con- 


ſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which 
|tve, ſhould not henceforth live unto Waben but unto him 
which died for them, and roſe again. | 

& Rom. vii. 23, See leiter q. Chap. viii. 2. For the lag 
of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from 


R 2 


the law of ſin and death. 
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— Goskzi SONNETS. . 
And 3 my death can't ſet me free, 
It will perfect my liberty . 
Jam not worth one duſty grain, 

Yet more than worlds of golden gain ; 
Though worthleſs I myſelf endite, 
Let ſhall, as worthy, \ walk in white 2. 


SECT: VI. 


| The My/tery of free juſtification through Ciunzsr's 
\ obedience and ſatisfaction. 


O creature ever could or will 
For fin yield ſatisfaction full a ; 
Yet juſtice from the creature's hand 
Both IO and got its full demand 5. 


8 viii. 36. If the Son therefore ſhall make you free, 
ye hall be free indeed. Rev. xiv. 13. And J heard a voice 
from heaven, ſaying upto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead 


which die in the Lord, from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spi- | 


Tit, that they may reſt from their labours; and their works 


do follow them. 2 Cor. v. 4. For we that are in this taber- | 


nacle do groan, being burdened : not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, chat uy might be ſwal- 
lowed up of life. 

2 Gen. xxxii. 10. I am not wotthy of the leaſt of all thy 


mercies, and of all the truth, which thou. haſt ſhewed unto þ 


thy ſervant; for with my ſtaff J paſſed. over this Jordan, and 


now I am become two bands. Rev. iii. 4. Thou haſt a few | 
names even in Sardis, which haye nor defiled their garments ; | 


and they ſhall walk wich me in white; for they are worthy. 
a Pſalm xlix. 8. For the redemption of their ſoul is 


cious, and it ceaſeth for ever. Iſa. xl. 16. And 5 7 
is not ſufficient to burn, nor all the beaſts: thereof ſufflcient I 


* 


for a burnt- offering. 


5 Plalm xl. 6. Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not deſire, g 


mine ears thou haſt opened: n and ſin- offering 


haſt thou not required. Heb. x. 5, 6, 7. Wherefore, when F 
he cometh into the world, he ſaith, ſacrifice and offering thou f 


G „ 2 „ 


Sect VI. 
Hence though I am, as well I know, 
+ debtor c, yet I nothing owe d. 
My creditor has nought to lay e, 
Yet never had I aught to pay 7. 


He freely pardon'd ev'ry mite F, 
Yet would no ſingle farthing quit 5. 
Hence ev'ry bliſs that falls to me 

Is dearly bought, yet wholly tree 15 


wouldeſt not, but a body haſt thou prepared for me: in burat 
offerings and ſacrifices for fin thou haſt had no pleafure ; then 
faid I, Lo, I come (in the volume of thy book it is written 

of me) to do thy will, O God. Eph. v. 2. Chriſt hath loved 

us, and hath given himſelf for us, an offering and a facrifice 
to God for a ſweet ſmelling favour. 


c Matth. vi. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we > forgive 


our debtors. 


Rom. iii. 24, 25. Being juſtified freely by his Ws 


through the redemption that 'is in Jeſus Chriſt : whom God”. 
hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God. Heb. x. 14. For by 
one offering he hath per fected for ever them that are ſanctified. 

e Rom, viii. 33, 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's ele&? It is God that juſtifieth ; who is he that con- 
demneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of ©: Gro, who alſo maketh inter- 
ceſſion for us. 

F Rom. v. 6. For when we were yet without fireopths in 
due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. v. 8. But God com- 
mendeth bis love towards us, in that while we were yet ſin⸗ 
ners, Chriſt died for us. | 

g Acts xiii. 38, 39. Be it known. unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveneſs of ſins: and by him all that believe are juſtified 
from all things, from which ye could not be juſtified 7 the 
law of Moſes, 

5 Rom. iii. 24, 2 5. See latter d. Chap. viii. 22. He 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. 

i 2 Pet. i . I 5 19. * as 1 as ye know that ye were pgs © 
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our works, but according to his own purpofe and grace, which 
Was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began. 


fun by the commandment might become exceeding ſinful. 


All pardon that I need I have, 
Yet daily pardon need to crave I. 
The law's arreſt keeps me m awe /, 
But yet gainſt me there is no law 2 


Though truth my juſt damnation crave 7, 


Yet truth's engag .d my ſoul to ſave 0. 

My whole ſalvation comes by this, 

Fair truth and mercy's mutual kiſs þ. 
redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, from 
your vain converſation received by tradition from your fathers: 
but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
blemiſh and without ſpot. Eph. i. 7. In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according 
to the riches of: his grace. 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath ſav: 
ed us, hd called us with an holy. calling, not according to 


— 8 
n 


+ Pſalm ciii. 3. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who 
healeth all thy diſeaſes. And xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O 
Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for it is very great. Luke xi. 4. þ 
And forgive us our ſins ; fr we alfo forgive every one that is 
indebted to us. Dan. ix. 19. O Lord, hear; O Lord, 
forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not for thine own | 
fake, O my God; for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name. 5 

! Plalm cxix. 120. My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and 
J am afraid of thy judgments. Rom. vii. 9. I was alive with; 
out the law once : but when the commandment came, fin re. 
vived, and I died. v. 13. Was then that which is good, 
made death unto me? God forbid. But fin, that it mig 4 
appear ſin, working death in me by that which is good; that 


m Gal. v. 23. The fruit of the Spirit is - meekneſs, tem-. g 
perance, againſt ſuch there is no law. 1 Tim. i. . Knowing 4 35 
this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for bi 
the lawleſs.and diſobedient, Oc. 1 

Ezek. xviii. 4. The ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall die. 1 
1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of al þ 


acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave fi: 
ners; of whom 1 am chief. | : 


Set. VI, The Believer's Riddle. 199 
Law-breakers ne'er its curſe have miſs'd ; 
But I ne'er kept it, yet am bleſs'd g. 

TL can't be juftity'd by it, 
And yet it can't but me acquit /. 


I'm not oblig'd to keep it more 5, 
Yet more oblig'd than eter before t. 


p Pſalm Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met together; 
righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 

Gal. iii. 10. As many as are of the works of the law are 

under the curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every one that 
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8 continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 
; the law to do them. v. 13, 14. Chriſt bath redeemed us i 
: from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is 9 
8 written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree: that the 1 
: bleſſing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Je- 7 
1 - ſvs Chriſt ; that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirie 1 
: through faith. if 
* r Rom. iii. 20. Therefore by the deeds of the law, there 1 
) i ſhall no fleſh be juſtified i in his ſight: for by the law is the xnow- 1 

? ledge of ſin. Gal. ii. 16. Knowing that a man is not juſtified % 
. ; by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even : 
1, we have believed-in Jeſus Chriſt : that we might be juſtified by 
_ the faith of Chriſt; and not by the works of the law: for by the 
a works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. Chap. iii. 11. But 
nut no man is juſtified by the law in the fight of God, it is eri- 
F | dent: for, the juſt ſhall live by faith. 
" Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation t to 
1 them which are in Chriſt Jeſus. v. 3, 4. For what the law 
1 | could not do, in that it was weak through*he fleſh, God did, 
2 | ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs ef ſinful fleſh, and for fin 
_ condemned fin in the fleſh ; that the righteouſneſs of the law 
my might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
| the Spirit. 2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made him to be fin for 
2 us, who knew no ſin; that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
5 of God in him. Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time 


his righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
him which believeth in Jeſus. . 

7 „Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you: for 
FR = ye are not under the law, but under grace. Gal. v. 1—4. 


Stand fat therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 


o_ 


—_ S SONNETS. Part III. 


By perfect doing life I find 2, 
Yet do and live no more me bind v. . 


Theſe terms no change can undergd, 
Yet ſweetly chang*d they are w: for lo, 
My doing caus'd my life x, but now 
My Life the cauſe that makes me ao y. 


us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage, 
Behold, I Paul.ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt 
ſhall profit you nothing. For, I teſtify again to every man 
that is circumciſed, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 
Chriſt is become of no effect to you, whoſoever of you are 
juſtied by the law,; ye are fallen from grace. 

Rom. vi. 1,2, What ſhall we ſay then? ſhall we continue 

in fin, that grace may abound? God forbid: how ſhall we 
that are dead to fin, live any longer therein? v. 15. Wha: 
then? ſhall we ſin, becauſe we are not under the law, but un- 
der grace? God forbid. : 

u Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. They which receive e abundance of | 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, | 
| Jeſus Chriit.—By the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto juſtification of life. By the obedience of 
one ſhall many be made righteous. 

v Rom. x. 5—9. For Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs 
which is of the law, That the man which doth thoſe things, 
ſhall. lire by them. But the righteouſneſs. which is of faith, 
ſ peaketh on this, wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who ſhall a- 
ſcend into heaven? (that is, to bring Chriſt down from above); 
or, who ſhall deſc2gd into the deep? (that is, to bring up Chriſt 
again from the dead); but what faith it? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart : that is the word | 
of faith which we preach; Yhat if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy in, 
mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, tat 

God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved... 

a Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through 
faith ? God forbid ; yea, we eſtabliſh the law.. 

& Rom. x. 5. Ser n 

John xiv. 19. Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. Chap. xy. 
5. 1 am the vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in me, 
and J in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
me ye can do nothing. Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my breth- 
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Though works of righteou ſneſs I ſtore 2, 
Yet rizhteouſneſs of works abhor a; 

For righteouſnefs without a flaw 
Is rightecuſueſs without the Inw b. 

In duty's way I'm bound to lie c, 
Yet out of duties bound to fly d; 
Hence merit I renounce with ſhame e, 
Let 0 to life by merit claim. 
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ren, ye alſo are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt: 
that ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is raiſ- 
ed from the dead, that we ſhoald bring forth fruit unto God. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 27. And I will put my ſpirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judg- 
ments, and do them. 

s Phil. i. 11. Being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of Gd. 

a Phil. vi. 9. And be found in him, not having mine own 
riphteouſneſs which is of tlie law, bur that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 
Iſa. Ixiv. 6. All our righteouſnef(:s are as filthy rags. Rom. 
iv. 6. Even as David alſo deleribeth the bleſſedneſs of the 
man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. 

5 Rom. iii. 20, 21, 22. Therefore by che. deeds of the law 
there ſhall no fleſh be juilified in his fight; for by the law is 
the knowledge of fin. But now the righteouſneſs of God 
without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and 
the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe; for 
there is no difference. 

e Prov. viii. 34. Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, watch- 
ing daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors. 

d Iſa. lvii. 12. Iwill declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy 
works, for they ſhall not profit thee. Luke xvii. 10. When 
ye ſhall have done all thoſe things which are commanded 
you, ſay, We are unproſitable fervants : we have done oe; 
| | which was our duty to do. 

e Pſalm xvi. 2. O my ſoul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, 
1 3 art my Lord; my goodneſs extendeth not to thee. Ezek⸗ 
xxxvi. 32. Not for your ſakes do I this, ſaith the Lord God, 
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Merit of perfect righteouſneſs 
I never had Fg, yet never mils Y; 
On this condition I have all i, 
Yet all is unconditional x. 


Though freeſt mercy 1 implore /, 
Yet lam 1 ſafe on juſtice? ſcore n. 


be it known unto you; be aſhamed and confounded: for your 
own.ways, O bouſe of Iſrael. | 

Rom. v. 18, 19. By the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto juſtification of life. By the obe ence 
of one ſhall many be made righteous. Iſa. XIV, 24, 25. Sure- 
ly, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength: 
even to him ſhall men come, and all that are incenſed againſt 
him ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 
Iſrael be juſtiſied, and ſhall glory. 

4 Rom. iii. 9, 10. What then? are we better than they? 
No, in no wiſe: for we have proved both Jews and Gentiles, ; 
that they are all under fin; as it is written, There is none 
riphteous, no not one. v. 19, Now we know, that What 
things ſoever the law faith, it faith to them who are under the 
law ; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. | 

H 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of a 


God is made unth us—rigbteouſneſs. Ila. xlr. 24. Ses leiter f. n 
Jer. xx11. 6. In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, end Iſrael ſha! 
dwell ſafely: and this is his name whereby he ſhall be called, | t] 


THE LORD OUR RiGHTEOUSNESS. | | 
i Ifa. xlii. 21. The Lord is well pleaſed for his righteouſ. 


neſs ſake, he will magnify the Jaw, and make it honouravle. th 
Matth. iii. 15. Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, e 
v. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, laying, This i is my be- N 
loved fon, in whom I am well pleated. w. 


L 'Ifa. lv. 1. Ho, every one that thirfeth, come ye to the tal 
waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without -money and without 
price. Rev. xxii. 17. Whoſoever will, let him take the þ 
water of life freely, 

7 Pſa). li. . Have mercy upon me, O God, according 100 
thy loving kindneſs ! according unto the multitude of thy ten : 
api mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions. | N 
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; Which never could the guilty free 2, 
b Yet fully clears moſt guilty me 0. 


8s ECT. vii. 
De myſtery of Gon the Juſtifier, Rom. iii. 26. 
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| He is my hope c, I am his truſt d. 


juſtified both in his juſtifying and condemning ; | | 
or ſoul juſtification and ſelf-condemdation. j 
I Jeſus needs not ſave a, yet muſt 5; 1 


m Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt: whom God 
hath ſet forth to be a, propitiation, through faith in his blood, 5 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at 
this time his righteouſneſs: that he might be juſt, and the juſ- 
tifer of him which believeth in Jeſus. 1 John i. 9. If we con- 
feſs our ſins, he is faithful, and- juſt to forgive us our ſins, 
and to cleanſe us from all usrighieouſneſs. 

n Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. And the Lord paſſed by before him, 
and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God—tbat will by no 
means clear the guilty. | : 

o Rom. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
chat juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. 

a Kom. ix. 5. Chriſt is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 
ub! þ John x. 16. And other ſheep I have, which are not of 
1. chis fold: them alſo J muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my 
„voice; and there ſhall be one fold, and one ſhepherd. vv. 18. 
be. No man taketh it [my life} from mg, but 1 lay it down of 

myſelf: I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
be take it again. This commandment have I received of my Fa- 
at; cher. Luke ii. 49. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, [Joſeph and 
ou; his mother] How is # that ye ſought me? wilt ye.pot that 1 


3 3 

hi uſt be about my Father's buſineſs ?_ | : 1 
. Jer. xiv. 8. O che hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in = 

2 6 ume of trouble, &c. Chap. xvii. 17. Be not a terror unto "= 
m_— nz theu art my hope in the day of evil. 2 Tim. i. 1. Paul W 


> apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the commandment of God | 1 


204 Coserr SONNETS. Part III. 
41 = Je pail the double debt, well known 

1 To be all mine, yet all his own e. 

Hence, though I ne'er had more or leſs 

Of juſtice pleaſing righteouſneſs f, 
Let here is one wrought to my hand, 

As full as juſtice can demand g. 

By this my Judge is more appeas'd 

Than e'er my fin his honour leas'd Y. 


our Saviour, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which i is our hope. 

d John xvii. 6. I have manifeſted thy name unto the men 
which thou gaveſt me out of the world : thine they were, and 
thou gaveſt them to me. 2 Tim. i. 12. I know whom I hae 

believed; and 1 am perſuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him againſt that day. 

e Ifa. liii. 4, 5, 6. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our ſorrows : yet we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten | 
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our tranl- 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities: the chaſtiſement 
of our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed. 

All we like ſheep have gone aſtray: we have turned every one 
to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 

u all. v. 3. For the tranſgreſſion of my people was he ſtrick- 
en. Heb. vii. 22. By ſo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of : 
better teſtament. | | i 

F Rom. in. 9, 10, 19. See letter g forecited. 

2 Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and 
to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for i iniquity, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, &c. Zech. xiii, 7. 
Awake, O ſword, againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the mar 
that is my fellow, . the Lord of hoſts: ſmite the Shepherd, 
and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered, and 1 will turn my hand up: 
on the little ones. 

Rom. v. 8—11. But God commendeth his love toward 

us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. Mucif 
more then being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be faved 
from wrath through him. For if when we were enemies, ur 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son: much mot 
— reconciled, we hall be 2 by his life, And not olf 


k 


4 Sea. VII. The Believer's Riddle. 

| Yea, - juſtice can't be pleas*d ſo well 

S By all the torments borne in hell z. 
Full ſatisfaction here is ſuch, 
As hell can never yield fo much &; 
Though juſtice therefore might me damn, 
Yet by more juſtice fav'd I am 7, 


— 


ſo, but we will alſo joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom we have now received the atonement. Heb. ix. 14. 
How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who, through the 
eternal Spirit, offered himſelf withoat ſpot to God, purge your 
conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God ? 

i Heb. x. 5. 6. Wherefore when he cometh into the 
orld, he ſaith, Sacrifice and offering thou would(t not, but 


crifices for fin thou haſt had no pleafurc. v. 14. By one offer- 
np he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified. v. 49. 
Of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
vorthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
ath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
anctiſied, an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite unto the 


e pirit of grace? | . 
of Rom. v. 11. See letter h. Eph. v. 2. Chriſt hath given 
&- Whimnſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet- 


melling favour. I. Pet. i. 18, 19. Foraſmuch as ye know 
nd gold, from your vain converſation, received by traditiory 


Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot. Cal. iii. 13. Chriſt 
ath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made à 


urſe for us. | | 
II Pet. iti. 18. Chriſt hath once ſuffered for fins, the juſt 


140 
r the unjuſt, (that he might bring us to God), being put to 


eath in the fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit. Rom. iii. 26. 
o declare, I Tay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; that he might 
juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth ia Jeſus. x John 
2. And he is the propitiation for our ſins ; and not for ours 
ly, but alſo for the fins of the whole world. Chap. iv. 10. 
lerein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
d ſent his Son to be the propiliation for our ſins. 
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x body haſt thou prepared for m2: in burnt offerings and ſa- 


hat ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver 


om your fathers : but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of 


N — Ah 
o — 

1 — 2 — 22 24 
— K , 2 - _—_ 2 2 
T * e . — — — 1 

. . 4 ther. pas —_—  xY —_ 
8 Y 


4 * % t. — w * > PE — * - _— 
= = —— 

— et ET re ies — * we n = 
, ä — ID 1 FE FR 

* * WP SE — vo F 
1 Prommoiatr nog, — wn 9 Obs Hh RI $3 / ee 2 ag CE EET EIS 
A FP s AE OS» oor Mb Leen + 
Sag . — AT” "DIES —— 3 - - 4 \ l 


„ 
n — 


— ns 
oe. . 
_—_ — 


r 
— MT: N 


* 
V K — 


— _— - * 1. * 
. SI ORIG 
; : . Jo 
” Cake e 


P 2 


e 
— 


* 
> 


—— i 


— — — — 75 
—— ——— — — —— ——— ͥp— — — — we oy 


_—  — — ]—]— — * 
— — — 


206 3 Gos EL | Sonxet: $.-- Part HL. 


* 


| Here ev'ry divine property 
Is to the higheſt ſet on high m; 
Hence God his glory would injure, 
If my ſalvation were not ſure 2 


My peace and ſafety lie in this, 


My Creditor my Surety is 0, 
The judgment-day I dread the leſs, 


My judge is made my righteouineſs V. 
Ie paid out for a bankrupt crew 
The debt that to himſelf was due; 


m Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propi- 


- tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 
for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the forebearance 
of God. Pſal. Ixxxv, 10. Mercy and truth are met together; 


righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 2 Cor. v. 18. 
19. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 
ſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of re- 
conciliation; te wit, that God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their reſpaſſes unto them ; 


and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. v. 21. 


For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. Luke ii, 
14. Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, pood- 


will towards men. 


n Iſa. xliv. 23. Sing, O ye beavens ; for the Lord hath 
done it : ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into 
finging, ye mountains, O foreſt,.and every tree therein; for 
the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael. 
Eph. 1. 6. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein 
he hath made us accepted in the beloved. v. 12. That we 
ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory who firſt truſted in Chuiſt. 

o Pſalm cxix. 122. Be ſurety for thy ſervant for good t let 
not the proud oppreſs me. Heb. vii. 21. By ſo much was 
Jeſus made a ſurety of a better teſtament. 


5 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, wha of . | 
God is made unto us—righteouſneſs. Chap. xv. 55, 56, 575 | 
O death, where is thy (ting? O grave, where is thy victory? 


Lhe ſting of death is fin 3 3 and the —_— of kn is the law: 


| Set. VII. The Believer's Riddle, 207 
And ſatisfy'd himſelf for me, 
ö When he did juſtice ſatisfy 9. 

He to the law, though Lord of it, 

Did moſt obediently ſubmit r. 

What he neter broke, and yet muſt die, 
I never kept, yet live muſt If 
The law, which him its keeper kill'd, 

In me its breaker is fulfill'd s ; | 

Yea, magnify*d and honour'd more 
Than fin defac'd it eter before 7. 
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But thanks be to God, wkich giveth us the victory, through. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 8 

Zech. xii. 7. See letter g. Rom. ix. 5. - Chriſt is over 
all, God bleſſed for ever. Phil, iii. 6, 7, 8. Chriſt Jeſus be- 
ag in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
WM the Firm of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs-of meg? 
and being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and 

became obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. 
r 1bid. Gal. iv. 4, 5. But when the fulneſs of the time was 
conc, Cad ſent forth his Son made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 


might receive the adoption of ſons. f | 
I Pet. iii. 18. See letter J. 2 Cor. v. 21. See letter m. 
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: 1 John iv. 9. In this was manifeſted the love of God towards 
b us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Sen into the 
: world, that we might live through him. | N 

: s Rom. viii. 3, 4. For what the law could not do, in that 
g it was weak through the fleſh; God did, ſending his own Son, 


Js the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned ſin in the 
ech: that the righteouſneſs of the Jaw might be fulfilled in 
s, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. | 
T Ia. xlii. 21. The Lord is well pleaſed for his righteouſ- 
es ſake ; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. 
i, Won. v. 18—z1. Therefore as by the offence of ove, judg- 
„ [cnt came upon all men to condemnation : even ſo by the 
ishteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
* octification of life. For, as by one man's diſobedience many 
Noeere made ſinners: fo by the obedience of one ſhall many be 
| 8 2 | 


- 
* 


2} GOSPEL  SONNETS. Part III. 
Hence though the law condemn at large, 
can lay nothing to my charge 2; 

Ner find ſuch ground to challenge me, 
As Heav'n hath found to juſtify v. 
But though he freely me remit, 

TI never can myſelf acquit w. _ | 
My Judge condemns me not, I grant ; 
Yet juſtify myſelf I can't K- 

From him I have a pardon got, 
But yet myſelf I pardon not y 


made righteous. Moreover, the law entered, that the offence | 
might abound ; but where fin abounded, grace did much more 
abound : that as fin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might 
grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus 
Ehriſt our Lord. | | . 
1 Rom viii. 1. "There is therefore now no condemnation to 
_ -them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, v. 2 2. See {alter 8. . 225 
34. Who thall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele? 
It is God that juſtifieth: who is be that condemneth ? It is 
Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 
© Job xxxiii. 24. Then he is gracious unto him, and. ſaith, 
Deliver him from going down to the pic, I bave found a ran- 
ſom. Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a 
propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righte- 
ouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the for- 
bearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at this time his rightcout- 
neſs : that he might be juſt and the juſtifier of him which be- 
Heveth in Jeſus. OT 75 - 
wv 2 Sam. Kii. 13. And David ſaid unto Nathan, I have 
finned againſt the Lord. And Nathan ſaid unto David, The 
Lord alto hath put away thy ſin, thou ſhalt not die. Paln) li. 
2, 3- Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me 
from my ſin. For I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my 
fin is ever before me. V 
x Rom. viii. I, 33. See leiter u. Job ix. 20. If I juſtify 
myſelf, mine own mouth ſhall condemn me; if I fay I am per- 
fect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe. . N | 
52 Cor, vii. 11. For behold, this ſelf-ſame thing that ye 
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Sect. VII. The Belicver's Riddle. 269 


His rich forgiveneſs ſtill T have, 
Yet never can myſelf forgive 2. 


The more he's toward me appeas'd, 
The more I'm with myſelf difpleasd a. 
The more I am abſolv'd by him, 

The more I do myſelf condemn 5. 


When he in heav'n dooms me to dwell, 
Then I adj udge myſelf to hell c; 


ſorrowed after a godly ſort, what carefulneſs it wrought in you, 
yea, what clearing of yourſelves, yea, what indignation, yea, 
what fear, yea, what vehement deſires, yea, what zeal, yea, 


what revenge? 
2 Iſa. xxxviii. 15. What ſhall 1 ſay ? he hath both f. poken 


3 me, and himſelf. hath done it: I ſhall go ſoftly all my 


years in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. 


a Ezek. xvi. 63. That thou mayeſt remember and be con- 


founded, and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy 


ſhame, when I am paciſied toward thee, for all that thou haſt 
done, faith the Lord God. 

b Luke xviii. 13, 14. And the publican ſtanding afar off, 
would not lift up ſo much as his eyes unto heaven, but mote 
upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful! to me a ſinner. I 
tell you, this man went down to his houſe juſtified rather than 
the other: for every one that exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; 
and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. -Ezek. xxxwi. 
31, 32. Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 


your doings that were not good, and ſhall loath yourſelves in 


your own ſight, for your iniquities, and for your abominations. 
Not for your ſakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be it known 
unto you ; be aſhamed and confounded for your own ways, 
O houſe of Iſrael. Jer. xxxi. 19. Surely after that I was 
turned, I repented; and after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote 
upon my thigh : I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, be= 
cauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. - 

e Matth xxv. 34—39. Then ſhall the King ſay unto them 
on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 


For I was an hungred, and 5 gave me meat: I was thirſty, : 
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95 S0osPEI eee Part III. 
Vet ſtill I to his judgment *gree, 
And clear him for abſolving me d. 


Thus he clears me, and I him clear. 
I juſtify my Tuſtifier e. 


and ye gave me drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: 

naked, and ye clothed me. I was lick, and ye viſited me: [ 
Vas in priſon, and ye came unto me. Then ſhall the righte- 
ous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when faw we thee an hungred, 

and fed thee ? or thirſty, and gave thee drink? When ſaw we 
thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 
Or when ſaw we thee ſick, or in priſon, and we came unto 
thee: 1 Cor. xi. 31. If we would judge ourſelves, we ſhould 
not be judged. © Luke xv. 20, 21. And he [the prodigal fon} 
aroſe and came to his father. But when he was vet à great 
way off, his father ſaw him, and had compaſſion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kiſſed him. And the fon ſaid unto him, 
Father, I have finned againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy fon. Gen. xxxii. 9, 10. 

And Jacob faid, O God of my father Abrabam, and God of 


my father Ifaac, the Lord which ſaidſt unto me, Return unto 


thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 
Jam not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant; for with my ſtaff 
J paſſed over this Jordan, and now I am become two bands. 

d Pſalm li. 4. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and 
done this evil in thy ſight : that thou mighteſt be juſtified when 
thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear when thou judgeſt. And xi. J. 
'The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, his countenance 
doth behold the upright. - And cxlv. 16, 17. Theu openeſt 
thine hand, and ſatisfieſt the. deſire of every living thing. The 
Lord is righteous i in all his ways, and | »ly in all his works. 
Rev. xv. 3. And they ſing the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of 
Bod, and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and e 

are thy works, Lord God Almighty; juſt and true are thy 
ways, thou King of ſaints. | 

e Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time his neh- 

teouſneſs; that he mięht be juſt and the juſtifier of him which 
believeth in Jeſus. Iſa. xlv. 21. There is no God elſe beſide 
me, a juſt God and a Saviour. v. 24. Surely ſhall one ſay, 
In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength. Chap. Ixiii. 

| 4. Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garment 
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- Sect. VIII. The e vt 


Let him condemn or juſtify, 


From all injuſtice 1 him free . . 


8 ECT. VIII. 


The myſtery of ſunflification imperfect in this life; 
or the believer doing all, and doing nothing. 


INE arms embrace my God a, yet I 
Had never arms to reach ſo high 6; 


frond Bozrah ? This that is oloriews i in his apparel, travelling 
in the greatneſs of his ſtrength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, 
mighty to ſave. Zech. ix. 9. Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of Jeruſalem : behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee; he 1s jult, and having ſalvation, &c. 

Job xxv. 4, 5, 6. How then can man be juſtified with 
God ? or, how can he be clean that is born of a woman? Be- 
ho!d even to the moon, and it ſhineth not; yea, the ſtars are 
not pure in his ſight. How much Jefs man that is a worm: 
and the ſon of man which is a worm? Pfal. Ixxxix. 14. Juſ- 
tice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne ; mercy and 
truth ſhall go before thy face. And xcvii. 2. Clouds and dark- 
neſs are round about him: righteouſneſs and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne. Rom. iii. 19, 20. Now we know 
that what things foever the law faith, it ſaith to them who are 
under the law : that every mouth may. be ſtopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God. Therefore, by the 
deeds of the iaw, there ſhall no fleſh be juſiified in his fight : 
for by the law is the knowledge of ſin. v. 23, 24, 25. For 
all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God; being juſ- 
tified freely by his grace through the redemption that i is in Je- 


ſus Chriſt: Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, 


through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the 
remiſhon of ſins that are paſt, through the forbearance of 
God: Pal. xxii. 2, 3. O my God, I cry in the day time, 
but thou heareſt not; and in the night-ſeaſon, and am not ſi- 
_ But thou art holy, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes of 

rac | 

a Song iii. 4. Tt was bat a little that I paſſed from 3 
but 1 found him whom my ſoul loveth ; I held him, and: would 
not let him go, until I bad brought him into my mother's 
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- } 3- GosPEL SoNnNETs. Part III. 
His arm alone me holds c, yet lo, 
I hold and will not let him go d. 


I do according to his call, 

And yet not I, but he does all ; 
But though he works' to will and do . 
I without force work freely too ꝙ. 


His will and mine agree full well h, 
Yet diſagree like heavin and hell i, 


houſe, and into the chamber of her that coneeived me. 

6 Pſal. Ixi. 2. From the end of the earth will I cry unte 
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed : lead me to the rock 
that is higher than I. 

c Pſal. Ixiii. 8. My ſoul elloweth hard after thee-: thy 
right hand upholdeth me. Iſa. xk. 10. Fear thou not, for 
Lam with thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will 
ſtrengthen thee, yea, 1 will help thee, yea, i will RON 
thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs. 
4 Gen. xxxii. 26. And he [the angel] ſaid, Let me go, 

for the day breaketh : And he [Jacob] ſaid, L will not let 
thee go, except thou bleſs me. 

e 1 Cor. xv. 10. But by the grace of God.. am what I am ; 
and his grace which was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain : 
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, 

but the grace of God which was with me. v. 58. 'T berefore 
my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, foralmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. | 
F Phil. ii. 13. It is God which worketh in you, both to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure, - 
2 & Pal. cx. 3. Thy people ſhall be wilting i in the day of thy | 
power. And cxvi. 16. Oh Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I | 
am thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy hand maid : thou baſt looſ-· 
ed my bonds. g 
5 Matth. vi. 10. Thy will be done in earth as it is is hen- | 
ven. Pal. xl. 8. I delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, 
thy law is within my heart. | 

i Matth. xxi. 28, 29. A certain man had two ſons, and he 
came to the firſt, and ſaid, $on, go work to-day in my vine- 
yard, He anſwered and ſaid I will not, &c. John v. 40. 


7 Dot” 4 
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Sect. VIII. The Believer's Riddle, 2273 


His nature's mine &, and mine is his /; 
Yet ſo was never that nor this m. 
I know him and his name, yet own 
He and his name can neter be known 2. 
His gracious coming makes me do; 
1 know he comes, yet know not how 0, 
I have no good but what he gave p, 
Yet he commends the good 1 have g. 
Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. Matth. 
xxiii. 37. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the pro- 
phets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how often 


would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 


gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! 


4 2 Pet. i, 4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great 


and precious promiſes; that by theſe ye might be partakers 

of the divine nature. | | 
[ Heb. ii. 14. Foraſmuch then os 

ers of fleſh and blood- bs +14 tumie 


ho ei Cu are partake 
likewiſe took part of the 


ſame, =» 40. For verily he took not on him the nature of 
apgels; but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham. 


m Ila. xl. 17. All nations before him are as nothing, and 


they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and vanity. To 


whom then will ye liken God? or what likeneſs will ye com- 
pare unto him? Bd 

n Fial. ix. 10. They that know thy name will put their 
truſt in thee, Prov. xxx. 3, 4. I [Agur] neither learned wiſ- 


dom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. Who hath aſcend- 


ed up into heaven, or deicended ? who hath gathered the 
winds in his fiſts? who hath bound the waters in a gar- 
ment? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth? what is 
his name, and what is his ſon's name, if thou canſt tell? _ 

o Song iv. 16. Awake, O north wind? and come, thou 
ſouth ; blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 


out: let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his plea- 


ſant fruits. Jehn iii. 8, The wind bloweth where it liſteth, 
and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth z ſo is every one that is born 


of the Spirit. 


I Chron, xxix. 14. And David ſaido— But who am I, and 
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4214  CGosrxr Sonnrts. Part III. 


And though my good to him aſcends 7, 
My goodneſs to him neter extends /. 


I take hold of his'covinant tree 8 
But find it muſt take hold of met. 


what is my people, that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willing. 
ly after this ſort? for all things, come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee. _ 2 Cor. iii. 5. Not that we are ſuf⸗ 
ficient of ourſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves: but our 
ſufficiency is of God. V ; 
J 2 Cor. x. 18. For not he that commendeth himſelf is ap- 
proved, but whom the Lord commendeth. Rom. xii. 1, 2. I. 
- beſeech you therefore, brethred, by the mercies of God, thay 
ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, boly, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reaſonable ſervice. And be not conform- 
. ed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good and accepta- 

ble, and perfect will of God, es 8 8 
. Pſal. xxv. 1. Uto thee, O Lord, do I lift my ſoul. And 
, Lei way l , ve ſet forth before thee as incenſe: and 
the lifting of my hands, as the eveutuy, ice, Eph. ii. 2. 
In whom [Chriſt Jeſus] we have boldneſs and acc. with 
ecnfidence by the faith of him. Heb. x. 19. Having there- 
fore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood 
of Jeſus, ; cc. Rs ; 

Pſal. xvi. 2. O my ſoul, thou haſt faid unto the Lord, 
Thou art my God': my goodneſs extendeth not to thee. 

s Ifa. lvi. 4. Thus faith the Lord unto the eunuchs that 
te ke hold of my covenant, &c. v. 6. Allo the ſons of the 
ſtranger, that join themſelves to the Lord, to ſerve him, and 
to love the name of the Lord, to be his ſervants, every one 
that—taketh hold of my covenant, &c. 5 = 

Zech. i. 6. But my words and my ſtatutes, which I com- || 
manded my ſervants the prophets, did they not take hold of | 
your fathers ? and they returned and ſaid, Like as the Lord 
of hoſts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and ac- 
_ cording to our doings, fo hath he dealt with us. Pal. cx. 2. 
3: The Lord ſhall fend the rod of thy ſtrength out of Zion: 
rule thou in the midit of thine enemies. Thy people ſhall be 
willing in the day of thy power, &c. Rom. i. 16. 1 am not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriit: for it is the power of God un- 
to ſalvation, to every ore that helieveth, to the Jew firit and 


Sect. VIII. The Belicver's Riddle. 215 
Im bound to keep it a, yet tis bail, 
And. bound to keep me without fail v. 


The bond on my part cannot laſt ww, 
Let on both ſides ſtands firm and faſt æ. 
1 break my bands at ev'ry ſhock, .. og: 
FTet never is the bargain broke 7. " 


alſo to the Greek. 2 Cor. ii. 16.—to the other we are the Bp 

ſavour of life unto life: and who is ſufficient for theſe things? . 

1 Pſal. ciii. 17, 18. The mercy of the Lord is from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting upon them that fear him: and his righ- 
tzouſneſs unto children's children: tb ſuch as keep his covenant, 
and to thoſe that remember his commandments to do them. 
John xvii. 6. I have manifeſted thy name unto the men which 
thou gaveſt me out of the world: thine they were, and thou 
gaveſt them me; and they have kept thy word. 

v Pſal. Ixxxix. 33—36. Nevertheleſs, my loving-kind- 
| neſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfuf- 
| 


[neſs to fail. My eovenant. will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I ſworn, by my holi- 


, neſs, that I will not lie unto David. His ſeed ſhall endure 
1 for ever, and his throne as the ſun before me. g 
1 20 Plal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32. If his children forſake my 


Paw, and walk not in my judgments; if, they break my ſta- 

tutes, and keep not my commandments ; then will I viſit their 
ranſpreſhoss with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. | 

x Pſal.Ixxxix. 2, 3, 4. For I have ſaid, Mercy ſhall be 

uilt up for ever; thy faithfulneſs ſhalt thou eſtabliſh in the 

q Perry heavens. I have made a covenant with my Choſen, I 
ave {worn unto David my ſervant. Thy ſeed will I eſtabliſh .. 

r ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. v. 28, 29. 

l mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant 

7 | all ſtand fait with him. His ſeed alſo will Il make to endure 

r ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. Jer. xxxii. 


p d. And I will make an everlaſting covenant with them, that , 
2 will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will 
7 t my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me. 


be „ Plal. IXxviii. 37. 1 heir heart was not right with him, 

either were they ſtedfaſt in his covenant. Iſa. liv. 10. The 
ountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kind- 
1s ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of = 


— 
. 
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my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee, 


are the children of promiſe. John i. 13. Which were born 


rily, I fay unto thee, [Nicodemus] Except a man be born of 


6 for the ſeed. 


gers and pilgrims on the earth. 1 Pet. ii. 11. Dearly belov- 


— 
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nb ale? | 
Yet yield obedience ey'ry day 4. | 
I'm an imperfect perfect man 6, 
That can do all, yet nothing can c. 

- I'm from beneath d, and from above e, 

A child of wrath F, a child of love g. 
A ſtranger een where all may know; 
A pilgrim, yet I no where go Y. 


z-James iii. 2. In many things we offend all. 

à Pfal. Ixi. 8. So will I fing praiſe unto thy name for e- 
ver, that I may daily perform my yows, Heb. iii. 13. But 
exhort one another daily while it is called, To-day ; leſt any 
of you be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin. : 

6 Pſal. xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfect man, and beheld the 
upright ; for the end of that man is peace. Rev. iii. 2. Be 
watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before 


God. 


c Phil. iv. 13. I can do all things through Chriſt which 
ſtrengtheneth me. John! xv. 5. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches : He that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame 
bringeth forth much fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing. 

1 John viii. 23. And Jeſus ſaid unto the Jews, Ve are from 
beneath; ye are of this world, &c. By 

Gal. iv. 26. Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is 
the mother of us all. v. 28. Now we, brethren, as Iſaac was, 


not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. And.ui. 5, 6. Jeſus anſwered, Verily, 've- 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. — That which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit. - a 


V Eph: ii. 3. We- were by nature the children of wrath, e- 
ven as others. „ . 

g Rom. iv. 8. The children of the promiſe are counted 

þ Heb. xi. 13. Theſe all—confeſſed that they were ſtran- 


ed, I beſeech you as ſtrangers and pilgrims, &c. 
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I trade abroad, yet ſtay at home 7; 
My tabernacle is my tomb &. 
I can be priſon'd, yet abroad; 
Bound hand and foot, yet walk with God J. 


SEC T. IX. 


The myſtery of various names given to ſaints and 


church of Ghrift ; or, The fleſh and Spirit deſcribed 
from manimate things, vegetables and ſenſitivec. 


Ef O tell the world my proper name, 
Is both my glory and my ſhame a: 


- Phil. ui. 20. 1 our e is in 1 from 
whence alſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


12 Cor. v. 1, 2. For we know, that if our earthly houſe 


of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, 
an houſe not made with hands, TY in the heavens. For 
in this we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed upon with. 
our houſe which is from heaven. v. 4. For we that are in 


this tabernacle do groan, being burdened : not for that we 


would be unclothed, bur clothed upon, that mortality might 
be ſwallowed up of life. - 

Acts xvi. 24, 25. The jailor, having received ſuch a 
charge, thruſt them into the inner priſon, and made their feet. 
faſt in the ſtocks. And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, 
aud ſang praiſes unto God. 2 Tim. ii. 9. Wherein 1 ſuffer 
trouble as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of 
God is not bound. 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. Bat in all things ap- 
proving ourſelves as the miniſters of God, in much patience, 
in afflictions, i in neceſſities, i in diſtreſſes, 1 in ſtripes, 1 in imprifons. 
ments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings. 

a Hol. i. 9. Then ſaid God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for 


ye afe not my people, and 1 will not be your God. And ii. 


1. Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi, and to your filters, Ru- 
hamah. v. 23. And I will have mercy upon her that had 


not obtained mercy, and I will ſay to them which were not 
| my people, Thou art my people 3 and they ſhall ſay, Thoz 


art * God. 
15 : 
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For like my black but comely face, 
My name is Sin, my name is Grace 6. 
Moſt fitly I'm aflimilate f 
To various things inanimate ; ; 

A ſtanding lake c, a running flood &, 
A fixed ſtar e, a paſſing cloud. 

A Cake unturn'd, nor cold, nor hot ; 
A veſſel found h, a broken pot 


6 Song i. 5. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of 
Jeruſalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 
1 Tim, i. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave ſin- 
ners; of whom I am chief. Iſa. Ixii, 2, 3. And the Gen- 
tiles ſhall ſee thy righteouſneſs, and all kings thy glory: and 
thou ſhalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the 
Lord ſhall name. Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy Ged. 

c Jer. xlviii. 11. Moab hath been at eaſe from his youth, 
and he hath ſettled on his lees, and hath not been emptied 
from veſſel to veſſel, neither hath he gone into captivity : there- 
fore his taſte remained in him, and his fcent is not changed. 

d Iſa. xliv. 3. I will pour water upon him that is thirſty, 
and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon 
thy feed, and my bleikng upon thine offspring. 

e Dan. xii. 3. And they that be wile, ſhall ſhine as the | 
brightneſs of the firmament; and they that turn many to righ- | 
reouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever And in oppoſition to þ 
thoſe called wandering ſtars, Jude 13. | 

Hol. vi. 4. O Ephraim, what ſhall! I do unto thee? O 
Judah, what ſhall 1 do unto thee ? for your goodneſs is as a 
morning-cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. 

£ Ho. vii. 8. Ephraim, he hath mixed himſelf among the 
people, Ephraim is a cake not turned. Rev. iii. 15. 1 know er 
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou | 
wert cold or hot. 7 ä " 
5 Rom. ix. 21. FL* not the potter power over the clay, 


W 
—— 


of the ſame lump to make one veſſel unto honour, and another | 
unto diſhonour ? OE Pie N 8 | 

i Pſalm xxxi. 12. I am forgotten as a dead man out of 
mind: I am like a broken veſſel. | ; | | 


Sect. IX. The Believer's Riddle. 
A riſing ſun x, a drooping wing; 
A flinty rock m, a flowing ſpring n. 


A rotten beam o, a virid ſtem p; 

A men'ftruous cloth 9, a royal gemr; 
A garden barr'd/, an open field; 

A gliding ſtream :, a fountain ſeal'd . 


Matth. xiii. 43. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as 
the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father. 

1 Palm Iv, 6. And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove! 
for then would I fly away, and beat reſt. 

m Zech. vii, 12. They made their hearts as an adamant. 
ſtone, leſt they ſhould hols the law, and the words which the 
Lord of hoſts hath ſent in his ſpirit by the former prophets. 

n John iv. 13, 14. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her— 
Whoſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall 
never thirſt : but the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him 
a well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 


9 Ifa. xvii. 9, 10. In that day ſhall his ſtrong cities be as a 


forſaken bough, and an uppermoſt branch, which they left, be- 
cauſe of the children of Iſrael : and Sara ſhall be deſolation. 
Becauſe thou haſt forgotten the God of thy ſalvation, and haſt 
not been mindfui of the rock of thy ſtrength : therefore ſhalt 
thoa plant pleaſant plants, and ſhalt ſet it with ſtrange ſlips. 
Chap. xxvii. 11. When the boughs thereof are withered, they 
ſhall be broken off: the women came and ſet them o on " for 
t is a people of no underſtanding, &c. 

5 Prov. xi. 28. The righteous ſhall flouriſh as a branch: 
Plalm xcii. 12, 13. The righteous ſhall flouriſh like the palm- 
ree: he ſhall grow like the cedar in Lebanon. Thoſe that 
de planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts 
df our God, 

g Ifa. xxx. 22. Ye ſhall defile alſo the covering of my a gra- 
en images of ſilver, and the ornament of thy molten i images 
f gold: thou ſhalt caſt them away as a menſtruous cloth, ſha!l 


ay unto it, Get thee hence. Chap. 1xtv. 6. But we are all as 
In unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags. 


r Ifa, Ixii. 5. Thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the 


and of the L d, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 
Song ir. 12. A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe. 
Matth. xiii. 24, 25. Another parable put he forth unto 
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Of various vegetables lee 

A fair and lively map in me. | 
A fragrant roſe v, a noiſome weed W 3. 
A rotting x, yet immortal ſeed Jy. 


I'm with'ring graſs x, and growing corn a; 
A plealant plant 6, an irkſome thorn e; 
An empty vine d, a fruitful tree e; - 


An humble ſhrub;F, a cedar high g. 


them, ſaying, The kingdom of heaven is likened anto a man 
which ſowed good ſeed in his field : but while men ſlept, his 
enemy. came, and lowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
Way. 

7 Song iv. 5, [My ſiſter is} a fountain of gardens, a well 


of living waters, and ſtreams from Lebanon. 


u Song iv. 12. A ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed is my 
ſiſter, my ſpouſe. 

© Iſa. xxxv. 1, The wilderneſs and the folitary place ſhall 
be glad for them; and the defart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as 


20 Ia. v. 4. what could have been done more to my vine- 
nk that IJ have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked 
that it ſhould bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes. 
* x Gen. iii. 19. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it waſt thou ta- 


ken: for duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalc thou return. 


3 1 Pet. i. 23. Being born again, not of corruptible ſeed, 


but of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and ae 


bideth for ever. 

2 Ifa. xl. 7. The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth; be. 
ode the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: ſurely the Pe0- 
opt is prafs. | 

a Hoſ. xiv. 7. They it dwell under his ſhadow ſhall re- 


turn, they ſhall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the 


ſcent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon. 


& Iſa. v. 5. The vineyard of the Lord of hoſts is the houſe i 


of Iſrael, and the men of Judah his pleaſant plant. 
c Mic. vii. 4. The beſt of them is a brier : the moſt upright 


is ſharper than a thorn- hedge. 


4 Hof. x. 1. Iſrael is an empty ine, he * forth 


fruit unto himſelf. 


Sect. IX : The Believers Riddle. 221 


A nox1ous brier h, a harmleſs ps; ; 
A ſapleſs twig x, a bleeding vine J: 
A ſtable fir m, a pliant buſh n; 

A noble oak o, a naughty ruſh p. 


e Pſalm i. 3. And he ſhall be like a tree planted by the ri- 
vers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his ſeaſon; his 


leaf alfo ſhall not wither, and whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper. 
V Ezek. xvii. 5, 6. He [a great eagle] took alſo of the ſeed 


of the land, and planted it in a fruitful field, he placed it by 


great waters, and ſet it as a willow tree. And it grew, and 


became a ſpreading vine of low ſtaturc, whoſe. branches turned 


toward him, and the roots thereof were under him? fo it be- 


came a vine, and brought forth branches, and ſhot forth ſprigs. - 


v. 24. And all the trees of the field ſhall know that 1 the 


Lord have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low | 
tree, have dried up the green tree, and have made the dry 
tree to flouriſh: I the Lord have ſpoken and have done it. 
Mark iv. 30, 31. And Jeſvs ſaid, Wherein ſhall we liken the 


kingdom of God? or, with what compariſon ſhall we * 
it? It is like a grain of muſtard ſeed, which, when it is ſown 
in the earth, is leſs than all the Gate that be in the earth. 


g Plalm xcu. 12. The righteous ſhall grow like a cedar in 


Lebanon. - 

h Mic. vii. 4. See letter Ca 
1 Iſa. xli. 19. I will ſet in the defars, the 8 and the 
pine, and the box- tree together. ä 

4 John xv. 4. Abide in me, and Lin you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine; no more 


can ye, except ye abide in me. v. 6. If a man abide not in 


me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered. _* \ 


John xv. 5. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much 


fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. Song ii. 13.. The 


fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the 


tender grape give a good ſmell. v. 15. Take vs the foxes, 
the little foxes that ſpoil the vines; for our vines have tender 


grapes. 


m Iſa. lv. 13. Inſtead of i thorn ſhall come up the fir- - 
tree, and inſtead of the brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree : and 
it ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an NO ſign tha: 
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With. ſenſitives I may compare, To 5d 
While I their various natures ſhare : 
Their diſtinct names may juſtly ſuit 
A ftrange, a reaſonable brute g. | 


2 The ſacred page my ſtate deſcribes 
From volatile and reptile tribes ;. 
35 From ugly vipers 7, beauteous birds /; 

+ From ſoaring hoſts Fs, and ſwiniſh herds 7. 


In 
5 mall not be cut off. And Ix. 1 2 The glory of Lebanon ſhall 
| come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box toge- 
ther, to beautify the place of my ſanctuary, and I will make the 
place of my feet glorious. * 
n Matth. xi. 7. And as they departed, Jeſas began to fay 
unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into 
the wilderneſs to ſee? A reed ſhaken with the wind? 
9 Iſa. vi. 13. But yet in it ſhall be a tenth, and it ſhall re- 
cles? and ſhall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak whoſe 
jubſtance is in them, when they caſt their leaves: ſo the holy 
N ſeed ſhall be the ſubſtance thereof. | 
5 Iſa. lviii. 5. Is it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen? a day 
for a man to affli his foul ?- is it to bow down his head as a 
bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under him? wilt 
thou call this a faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord? _ 
9 Pſalm Ixxiii. 22. So fooliſh was I [Aſaph], and igno- 


rant: I was a beaſt before thee. Prov. xxx. 2. Surely I FA. ] 
gur] am more brutiſh than any man, and have not the under- | 
ſtanding of a man. ; 
r Matth. iii. 7. But when John ſaw many of the Phariſees iſ t 
and Sadducees come to his baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, o ge- 10 


neration of vipers, &c. 
Song ii. 12. The "BG: of the ſinging of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. | 
Ia. Ix. 8. Who are theſe that fly as a Nac, ad as the 
doves to their windows? | 8 
| 7 Matth. vii. 6. Give not that hich is > boly unto the "TY 
+ Neither caft ye your pearls before ſwine, leſt they trample them 
under their feet; and turn again and rent you 2 Pet. ii. 22. 
But it is happened to them according to the true proverb, 
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and * oY thas 


Was waſhed to OE walloviegin the mire. 


— 


— 
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I'm rank'd with beaſts of diff*rent kinds, 
With ſpiteful tygers u, loving hinds v;, 
And creatures of diſtinguiſh'd forms, 
With mounting eagles w, creeping worms x 


A mixture of each ſort Iam; 

A hurtful ſnake y, a harmleſs lambs; 
A tardy aſs a, a ſpeedy roeb; 
A lion bold c, a tim'rous doe d. 


A ſlothful owl e, a buſy ant /ã; 


A dove to mourn ꝙ, a lark to chant ? 


uv Pſalm xxii. 16. For dogs have . me, the aſſem- 


"000 


v Phalm xviii. 33. God maketh my feet like kinks feet, and 
ſetteth me upon my high places. Prov. v. 19. Let her [the 
wife of thy youth] be as the loving hind, and pleaſing roe ; 
let her breaſts ſatisfy thee at all times, and be thou raviſhed 
always with her love. 
0 IIa. xl. 31. They ſhall mount up with wings as 3 
« Palm xxii. 6. But I am a worm and no man. Lfa. xli. 


14. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael, &c. 


y Pſalm Iviii. 4. Their poiſon is like the poiſon of a ſer- 
pent ; they are like the deaf adder that ſtoppeth her ear. 


2 John xxi. 15, So when they had dined, Jeſus ſaith to 


Simon Peter, Simon Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me more than 
theſe ? He faith unto him, Yea, Lord: thou knoweſt that I 
love thee. He faith unto him, Feed my lambs. 


a Job. xi. 12.” Vain-man would 15 wiſe, though man be 


born like a wild aſs's colt. 

b Prov. vi. 5. Deliver thyſelf [my fon) as a roe from. the 
hand of a.hunter. 
c Prov. xxviii. 1. The righteous are bold as a lion. 
4 Iſa. ii. 19. And they ſhall go into the holes of the rocks, 
and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for 


earth. _ - 
Wy Pal. cli. 6. I am like an owl of the deſart. 
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And with leſs equals to compare 
An ugly toad ?, an angel fair &. 


Sg CT. K. 


The My roſter 'y of the ſaints old and new man be 
_ deferibed ; and the means of their OD life. 


Emptations breed me much annoy 4, 
* Vet divers ſuch I count all joy 6. 
On earth I ſee confuſions reel c, 

Let wiſdom ord'ring all things well d. 


1 Prov: vi. 6. Go to the ant, thou fluggard, conſider her 


ways, and be wiſe, &c. 
F Ifa. xxxviii. 14. Like a crane or a ſwallow ſo did I chat- 


ter: 1 did mourn as a dove; mine eyes fail with looking up- 


ward: O Lord, I am oppreſſed, undertake for me; Ezek. 
vii. 16. But they that eſcape. of them [Iſrael J, ſhall eſcape, 
and ſhall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of 


them mourning every one for his iniquity... 
h Song ii. 12. The time of the ſinging of birds is come, 


and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 


I Rom. ii. 3. The poiſon of aſps is under their, _ Job 
xl. 4. Behold 1 am vile, what ſhall L.anſwer thee! I will tay 


mine hand upon m mouth. 


E Acts vi. 15. And all that ſat in the council, looking ſted - 
faſtly on him [Stephen], ſaw his face as it had been the face 


of an angel. 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face, be- 
holding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into 


the ſame i e from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 


the Lord. 
a Heb, xii. 11. Now no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth 


to be" joyous, but grievous, &c. 1 Pet. i. 5. Wherein ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for a ſeaſon (if need be) ye are in 


heavineſs through manifold temptations. 

5 James i. 2. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall in- 
to divers temptations. _ 

e Plal. Ixxxii. 5. They know not, either will they un- 


derſtand ; they walk on in darkneſs: all 5 foundations ol 


the earth are out of courſe. 


6 4 CFR. xxix. 10. The Lord biteth a the flood : yea, 


% 
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I ſleep, yet have a waking ear e; 

I'm blind and deaf, yet ſee and hear f: 
Dumb, yet cry, Abba, Father, plain * 
Born only once, yet born again h. 


| My heart's a mirror dim and bright i, 


2 compound ſtrange of day and night k : 
the Lord ſitteth King for ever. And Ixxxix. 9. Thou rul- 


eſt the raging of the ſea: when the wares thereof ariſe, thou 
ſtilleſt them. Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things 


work together for good, to them that love God, to them who 


are the called NY to his purpoſe. | | 

e Song v. 2. I ſleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice 
of my beloved that knocketh, ſaying, Open to me, my fiſter, 
my love, my dove, my undefiled :-for my head is filled with 
dew, and my locks with the drops of the night. 

Ila. xlii. 18, 19. Hear, ye deaf, and look, ye blind, that 
ye may ſee. Who is blind, but my ſervant 2 or deaf, as my 
meſſenger that I ſent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and 
blind as the Lord's ſervant? And xxxv. 5. Theb the eyes 


of the blind ſhall be e and the ears of the deaf ſhall be 
unſtopped. 


g Ila. xxxv. 6. Then ſhall the tongue of the dumb ſing : 
for in the wilderneſs, ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in 
the deſart. Rom. viii. 15. For ye have not received the ſpi- 


rit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit _ 


of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

h John iii. 3—6. Jeſus anſwered. and ſaid unto him, Ni- 
codemus ] Verily, verily'I ſay anto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. Nicodemus 
ſaith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can 
he enter the ſecond time into his mother's womb, and be born? 
Jeſus anſwered, Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the fleſn, is fleſh : 
and that which 1s born of the Spirit, is ſpirit. _ 

i Lam: v. 17. For this our heart is faint, for theſe things 
our eyes are dim, Iſa. xxxii. 3. And the . them that 
ſee, ſhall not be dim, &c. | 

4 Zech. xiv. 7. But it ſhall be one day, which ſhall be 


Ln 
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Of dung and di'mond's, droſs and gold / ; 
Of ſummer heat, and winter cold n. 
Down like a ſtone I fink and dive 2, 
Yet daily upward ſoar and thrive . 
To heav'n I fly, to earth I tend ; . ˖ 
Still better grow, yet never mend g. | 


known. to the Lord, not day, nor night: but it ſhall come to 
paſs, that at evening time it ſhall be light, 
/ Mal. ii. 3. Behold I will corrupt your feed, and ſpread d 
dung upon your faces, even the dung of your folemn feaits, | 
and one ſhall take you away with it. Phil. iii. 8. Yea doubt- gi 
| leſs and J count all things but Joſs, for the excellency of the 1 
knowledge of Chriſt Jelus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffer- vi 
ed the loſs of all chings, and do count them but dung that I fh 
| may win Chriſt. Iſa. Ixii. 3. Thou ſhak alſo be a crown of as 
= glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem io the hand 
| of thy God. IIa. i. 25. And 1 will turn my hand upon thee, 1. 
aAlkancd purely purge away thy droſe, and take away all thy ſin, mz 


| Job xxiii. 10. God knoweth the way that I take: when he tin 
| hath tried me, I ſhall come forth as gold. | the 
m Pſalm xxxix. 3. My heart was hot within me, while L the 

was muſing the fire burned. Luke xxiv. 32. And they faid vii. 

one to another, Did not our hearts burn within us, while he aga 

talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the the 
ſeriptures? Matth. xxiv. 12. And becauſe iniquity ſhall a- I a 

bound, the love of many ſhal} wax cold. Rev. ii. 4. Never- 7 


1 
| 

| 

| 
B 
| 
| 


theleſs, I have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou halt left ſion 
thy firſt ore. 733 oo 3 
n Pſalm Xlii. 6, 7. O my God, my ſoul is caſt down within you 
me: therefore will 1 remember thee from the land of Jordan, whe 
and of the Hermonites, from the hill of Mizar, Decp calleth the 
unto deep, at the noiſe of thy water-ſpouts : all thy waves and I eled 
thy billows are gone over me, a TN 
o Pfal. xlii. 8, 9. Yet the Lord will command his loving fem 
kindneſs in the day-time, and in the night his ſong hall be PF. 
with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. Iwill fay Flory 
unto God my rock, Why haſt thou forgotten me? why go I Fſhall 
mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy? v. 11. Why ther 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted Fan ex 
within me? hope thou in God, for I will yet praiſe him, who is 4 


Set. Xx. The Behever's Riddle. 227 
My heav'n and glory's ſure to me, 
Though thereof ſeldom ſure I be r : 
Let what makes me the ſurer is, 

God is my glory /, I am his . : 


the health of my countenance, and my God. 

p Col. iii. 1, 2. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth on the right band 
of God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth. Plal. xliv. 25. Our ſoul is bowed down to the 
duſt : our belly cleaveth unto the earth. | 
9g Hof. xiv. 5. I will be as the dew unto Iſrael ; he ſhall 
grow as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon. ». 7. 
They that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they ſhall re- 
vive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the ſcent thereof 
ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon. Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. Not 
as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which alſo 
I am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count not 
myſclf to have apprehended ? but this one thing I do, forget- 
ting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
thoſe things which are before, I preſs toward the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. 
vil. 23, 24. But I fee another law in my members, warring 
againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of fin, which is in my members. O wretched man that 
I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death? 

r John xiv. 2, 3. In my father's houſe are many man- 
ſions ; if it were not ſo, I would have told you: I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 2 for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myſelf, that 
where J am, there ye may be alſo. 2 Pet. i. 10. Wherefore 
the rather brethren, give diligence to make 1 calling and 
election ſure, Heb. iv. 1. Let us therefore fear, leaſt a pro- 
miſe being left us of entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it. 8 8 
/ Pil. iii. 3. But thou, O Lord, art a ſhield for me; my 

Nelory, and the lifter of mine head. Ia. Ix. 19. The ſun 
ſhall be no more thy light by day, neither for brightneſs ſhall 
the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord ſhall be unto thee 
an everlaſting light, and thy God thy glory. Es 

s Ifa, xlvi. 13. I will place falyation in Zion for Iſrael 


- fleſh, and drink 
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My life's expoſ'd to open view :, 
| Yet cloſely hid and known to few u. BL, 
Some know my place, and whence I came, 
Yet neither whence, nor where I am v. 


EL live in earth, which is not odd; 

But lo, I alſolive in God w: 
A Spirit without fleſh and blood, 
Yet with them both to yield me food x. 


I leave what others live upon, 
Yer live I not on bread alone; 
But food adapted to my mind, 
Bare words, 188 not on empty wind . 


my glory. 2 83 viii. 23. Whether do any inquire of Ti. 


tus, he is my partner, and fellow-helper concerning you: or 


our brethren be inquired of, they are the maine of the 
churches, and the glory of Chriſt. 


© + Pfal. xliv. 13. Thou makeſt us a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, a ſcorn and a derifion to them that are round about us. 


—u Col. iii. 13. Your life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
v John iii. 9, 10. Nicodemus anſwered and faid unto him, 


How can theſe things be? Jeſus anſwered and faid unto him, 


Art thou a maſte 1of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe things: 
Prov. xiv. 10. The heart knoweth his own bitterneſs ; and 
a ſtranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 1 John iy. 16. 
And we have known and believed-the love that God hath to 
us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him. | . 
av Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt : Nevertheleſi 
I hive, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
John iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip Ts 


muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. And vi. 5 
_ Then Jeſus faid unto them, [the Jews] Verity, — 8 4 12 


unto you, Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and 

drink his blood, $a have no life in you. Whoſo eateth m 
my blood, hath eternal life, and I will — 

him up at the laſt day. For my * Is meat indeed, and my 


blood is drink indeed. 


& 
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I'm no Anthropopagite rade, 
Though fed with human fleſh and blood 3 
But live ſuperlatively fine, 
My food's all ſpirit, all divine A 


I feaſt on fulneſs night and day "I 

Yet pinch'd for want I pine away 6, 

My leanneſs, leanneſs, ah! Leryc; 
Vet fat and full of fap am I d. 


„ Matth. iv. 4. But Jeſus anſwered and faid Canto the 
tempter] It is written, Man ſhall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Jer. 
xv. 16. Thy words were found, and I did eat. them; and 


thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine he eart z 


for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hoſts. 

x John vi. 57, 58. As the living Father hath ſent me, 
and I live by the Father: ſo he that eateth me, even he ſhall 
live by me. 'This is that bread which came down from hea- 


”S * 


that eateth of this bread ſhall live for ever. v. 63. It is the 
Spirit that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing: the words 
that L ſpeak unto you, they are ſpirit and they are life. 

a Iſa. xxv. 6. And in this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts 


he-lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined. Pal. i. 2. But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

b Iſa. xli. 17. When the poor and needy ſeek water, and 
here is none, and their tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lord 
vill hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them. 
Pia). xl. 17. But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh 
pon me : thou art my help and my deliverer, make no tarry- 
ng, O my God. 

c Iſa. xxiv. 16. From the uttermoſt part of the earth have 

re heard ſongs, even plory to the righteous : but I ſaid, My 

eanneſs, my leanneſs, wo unto me: the treacherous dealers 

dave dealt treacherouſly ; yea, the treacherous dealers have 

yFealt very treacherouſſy. 

! d Pfal. xcii. 13, 14. Thoſe that be planted 5 in the houſe of 
he Lord, ſhall flouriſh i in the courts of our God. They ſhall 


F 150 


nake unto all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines on 


ven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: be 


*. 
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| good, evil is preſent with me. 


of your father the devil, and the Juſt of your father ye wil 
do. James iii. 15. This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above 


are children of the Moſt High. 


the mighty : he judgeth among the Gods. How long will) 
Judge urjulily, and accept the perſons of the wicked? Selah 


of courſe. 


As all amphibious creatures do, 
I hive in land and water too e: 
To good and evil equal bent. /, 
I'm both a devil, and a faint þ. 
While ſome men who on earth are gods 2, 
Are with the God of heav'n at odds &, 
My heart, where helliſn legions are /, 
1s with the hoſts of hell at war u. 


ſtill bring forth fruit in old age: they ſhall be ſat wal flouriſh 
ing. And civ. 16. The trees of the Lord are full of ſap: the 
cedars of Lebanon which he hath planted. | 

e Pfal. cxvi. 9. 1 will walk before the Lord in the land af 
the living. And Ixix. 1, 2. Save me, O God, for the water | 
are come in unto my foul. 1 fink-in deep mire, where there i | 
no Randing : I am come into deep waters where the floods o. 
verflow me. And Ixxxviii. 17. Thy terrors come round . 
bout me daily like water, they compaſſed me about together. 

F Rom. vii. 21. I find then a law, that when I would di 


John vi. 70. Jeſus anſwered them, Have not I choſal 
you twelve, and one of you is a devil? And viii. 44. Ye ar 


but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. | 
þ 1 Cor. vi. 11. And fuch were ſome of you; but ye ar 

waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified in the nam 

of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. | N 
i Pſal. Ixxxii. 6. 1 have ſaid, Ye are gods: and all of yo! 


1 Pfal. Ixxxii. 1, 2. God ſtandeth in the congregation 0 


7” 7. Sv 


They know not, neither will they underſtand : the) 
walk on in darkneſs : all the foundations of the earth are n 


] Matth. xv. 19. For out of the heart proceed evil thought 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe-witneſs, blaſpie 5 
mies. Luke viii. 30. And Jeſus aſked him, ſaying, What! | 
thy name? and he ſaid, Legion; becauſe _ devils wei 
entered into him. 


he 


| Sect. X. 27 he Belie -ver”s Riddle. 


23k 
My will fulfils what's hard to tell, 
The counſel both of heav'n n and hell, 0: 
Heav'n, without fin, wilPd fin to be ; 
Yet will to lin, 1s in! in me g. 


To duty ſeldom I adhere r, 
Yet to the end I perſevere ; 2 


m Eph. vi. 12. For we wreſtle not againſt gem and blood, 
but againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers of 
the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickednels, in 


high places. 


n Rev. xvii. 17. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil : 
his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beaſt, 
until the words of God ſhall be fulfilled. 

„ Eph. ii. 3. Among whom alſo we all ld our 8 
ia times paſt, in the luſts of our fleth, fulfilling the defires of 
the fieth and of the mind; aud were by nature the children of - 
wrath, even as others. 

Fames i i. 13. Let no man ſay when he is tempted, Jam 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, nei 
ther tempteth he any man. As i. 15, 16. And in thoſe 
days Peter ſtood up in the midit of the diſciples, and ſaid, 
Men and brethren, this ſeripture muſt needs have been fulſil- 
led, which*the Holy Ghoſt, by the mouth of David, ſpake 


before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took 


Jeſus. And ii. 23. Jeſus of Nazareth, being delivered by the 
determinate counſel and foreknowlodge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucited and ſlain. And iy. 27, 
28. For of a truth, againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou 
haſt anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles, and the people of Iſrael were gathered together, for to 
do whatſoever wy hand and hy counſel determined before to 
be done. 

g Hof. v. 11. Ephraim is oppreſſed, and atten in 18 * 
ment, becauſe he willingly walked after the commandment. 
2 Cor. viii. 11, 12. Now therefore perform the doing of it; 
that as there was a readineſs to will, ſo there may be a per- 
formance alſo out of that which yon have. For if there be 
firſt a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man 
bath, and not according to that he hath not. 

r Pfal. cxix. 176. I have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep, ſeek - 
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his underſtanding is infinite. Luke ii. 52. And Jeſus increaſ 
ed in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour with God and man. 

c Gal. iv. 4. But when the fulneſs of the time was come, 

8 Cod ſent forth his ſon, made of a woman, made under the lau. 


hold, a virgin ſhall be with child, and ſhall mT forth a Son, 


4 4 Iſa. ix. 6, For unto, us a child is born, unto us a ſon is 
given, and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and his 
name ſhall be called Wonderful. 
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I die and rot beneath the clod , | 
Yet hve and reign as long as God 2 


SE CT. Xt 


Tie myſtery of Cars, his names, natures, and 


QZCCS. 


'Y Lord appears; awake, my foul, 
Admire his name, the Wonde! 05 a, 


AD infinite and finite mind 6, 
Eternity and time conjoin'd c. 


The Everlaſting Father ftyl'd, 
Pet lately born, the vir gin's child d. 


hy ſervant : for I do not forget thy dn eee | 

{ Heb. x. 39. But we are not of them who draw back yn. 
to perdition; but of them that believe, to the ſaving of the ſoul, 

4 Pſal. xc. 3. Thou turneſt man to deſtruction; and layelt, 
Return, ye children of men. 

t John v. 24. Verily, verily 1 TY unto you, He that hear- 
eth my word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath ever. 
* laſting life, and ſhall not come unto'condemnatioff': but is pa- 
ſed from death unto life. Rev. in. 21. To him that overcom- 
eth will J grant to ſit with me in my throne, even as I allo i 
oyercame, and am fet down with my father on his throne, Þ 
And xxii. 5. And there ſhall be no night there, and they 
need no candle, neither light of the ſun ; for-the Lord God 
giveth them light: and they ſhall reign for ever and ever. 


-6 Pal. cxlvii. 5. Great is our Lord, and of great power : 


4 Ia. ix. 6. For unto us a child is born ;—and his name 
Thall be called-—The Everlaſting Father. Matth. i. 23. Pe- 


Sea. XI. De Belie ver „iddle | 23 3 


Nor father he, nor mother had, 
Yet full with both relations clad e. 


His titles differ and accord, 

As David's ſon, and David's Lord tr 
Through earth and hell how conqu ring rode 
The dying man, the rifing God # ! 


and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, which being i interpre- | 

ted, is, God with us. 
Heb. vii. 3. For this Melchiſedociawithout father, with- 
out mother, without deſcent, having neither beginning of days, 
nor end of life ; but made like urito the ſon of God, abideth a 
prieſt continually. Luke ti. 48, 49. And when they faw him, 
they were amazed: and his mother ſaid unto him, Son, why 
haſt thou ſo dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have 
| ſovght thee ſorrowing. And he ſaid unto them, How is it that 
ye + as me? wilt ye not that I muſt be about my Father's 5 
buſineſs? ; 
f Matth. xxil. 41—45. While the Phariſees were gathered : 
together, Jeſus afked them faying, What think ye of Chriſt ? 
whoſe ſon is he? They ſay unto him, The Son of David. He 
faith unto them, How then doth David in ſpirit call him 
Lord, ſaying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footſtool } ? -If David 
then call him Lord, how is he his fon, &c.? 
g Matth. xxi. 5. Tell ye the daughters of Zion, Behold, 


E1 97 King cometh unto thee, meek, and ſitting upon an ifs, 


and a colt the foal of an aſs. v. 8, 9. And a very great mul- 
titude ſpread their garments in the way: others cut down 
branches from the trees, and ſtrawed them in the way. And 
the multitude that went before, and that followed, cried, ſay- 


ing, Hoſanna to the Son of David: bleſſed. is he that cometn 


in the name of the Lord, Hoſanna in the higheſt. v. 12. 
And Jeſus went into the temple of God, and caſt out all 
them that ſold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the money- -changers, and the ſeats of them that ſold 
doves. Col. ii. 15. And having ſpoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a ſhow of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it [his croſs]. Rom. iv. 25. Jeſus our Lord was deliver- 
ed for our offences, and was raiſed again for our juſtification, 
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234 GospEI SONNETS. Part III. 


My nature is corruption doom d Y: 
Yet when my nature he aſſum'd,, 

He nor on him (to drink the brook) z 
My perſon nor corruption took k. 


Vet he aſſum'd my fin and guilt 7, 
For which the noble blood was ſpilt. 
Great was the guilt oferflowing flood, 
The creature's and Creator*'s blood mm! 


Eph. iv. 8. Whereſore he [David] faith, When be 8 
up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
Rom. i. 4. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord was declared to be the Son 
of God with power, according to the ſpirit of holineſs, by 
the reſurrection from the dead. | - 
© þ Eph. iv. 22. Put off concerning the former 8 
the old man which is corrupt, according to the deceitful Juſts, 
1 Pſal. cx. 7. He ſhall drink of the brock in the Way: 
therefore ſhall he lift up the head. 
4 Rom. viii. 3. God ſent his own Son, in the likeneſs of 
 finful fleſh, and tor fin condemned fin.in the fleſh. Jobs i. 14. 
And the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt ameng us (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only. begotten of the Fa 
ther) full of grace and truth. Luke i. 35. And the angel an- 
| ſwered and faid unto Mary, The Holy -Ghoſt ſhall- come u- 
pon thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee: 
therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall 
be called the Son of God. Heb. ii. 46. For verily, be tock 
not on him the nature of angels: : but he took on him the ſeed ÞÞ 
of Abraham. And vii. 26, 27. For ſuch an High Prieſt be- 
came us, Who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled,, ſeparate from ſin- i 
ners, and made higher than the heavens; who ficedeth not ſi 
daily, as thoſe high pricſts, to offer up ſacrifice, firſt for his 
ov ſins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, 
whon he offered up himſelf. 
L Iſa. liü. 5, 6. All we like ſheep have gone aſtray : we 
Have turned every one to his own way, and. the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath 
made Chriſt to be fin for us, who knew no ſin ; that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, Matth. xx. 28. 
The Son of man came to give his life a ranſom for many. 


m Rom. iii. 2 Ge Whonr God hath ſet forth to be a prop. ; 


a Ds -& A 


Se. XI. The Believer's Riddle. 235 


The Chief of chiefs amazing came , 
To bear the glory and the ſhame ; 

Anointed Chief with oil of joy p, 

Crown'd Chief with thorns of ſharp annoy 9. 


Lo, in his white and ruddy face 
Roſes and lilies ſtrive for place ; 
The morning ſtar, the riſing ſun. 
With equal ſpeed and ſplendour run J. 


tiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 


for the remiſhon of {ins that are paſt, through the forbearance 
of God. Acts xx. 28. Feed the church of God, which lie 
hath purchaſed with his own blood. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. For 


as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corrupt- 


ible things, as ſilver and gold, from your vain converſation 
received by tradition from you fathers ; but with the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh and with- 
out ſpot. 1 John iii. 16. Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, becauſe he laid down his life for us. | 

n Rev. i i. 4, 5- Grace be unto you, and peace from je- 
ſas Chriſt, who is che faithful witneſs, and the firſt begotten 
of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. 

o Zech. vi. 12, 13. Behold, the man whoſe name is the 
BRANCH—he ſhall build the temple of the Lord,, and he 


hall bear the glory. Heb. xii. 2. Jeſus, for the joy that was 


{et before 2 20 endured the cigls, deſpiſing the ſhame, &c. 

5 Pfal. xl. 7. Thou loveſt righteouſneſs, and hateſt wick- 
edneſs: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows. 

7 Matth. xxvii. 29. And when they had plaited a crown 
of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right 
hand ; and they bowed the knee befo re him, and mocked him, 
ſaying, Hail king of the Jews. 

Song ii. 1. J am the roſe of Sharon, and the lily of the 
valleys. And v. 10. My beloved is white _ ruddy, the 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand. 

Rev. xxii. 16. I [Jeſus] am the root and the offspring- 
of David, and the bright and morning ſtar. Mal. iv. 2. But 
unto. you that. fear my name, ſhall the Sun of righteouſneſs a- 
riſe with healing in his wings: * ye ſhall 101 orth and grow 


up as calves of the ſtall. 


grace through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt ; whoa 
God hath ſet forth tobe a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 


in the beloved: in whom we have redemption through his blood, 


GOSPEL SONNETS. Part III. 
How glorious is the church's head, 

The Son of God, the woman's ſeed 71 

How e ſearchleſs is his noble clan :? 

The firſt, the laſt, the ſecond marry !. 
With equal brightneſs in his face, 

Shines divine juſtice, divine grace v; 

The jarring glories kindly meet, 

Stern vengeance and compallion ſweet w. 


s Col. 1. 18. And Chriſt is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firſt-born from the dead; 
that in all things. he mipht have the pre-eminence. John iii. 
16. God ſo loved the world, that he gave his-only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, buc 
have everlaſting life. Gen. iii. 15. And I [the Lord God] 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and- between 
thy ſeed and her ſeed : it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt 
bruiſe his heel. J 
I Ifa. liii. 8. He was taken from priſon and from judg- 
ment; and who ſhall declare iis generation? Prov. xxx. 4. 
Who hath aſcended up into heaven, or deſcended ? who hath 


gathered the wind in his fiſts? who hath bound the waters in a 


garment ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth ? what 
is his name, and what is his Son's name, if thou canſt tell! 
u Rev. i. 11. 1 am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the 
laſt. 1 Cor. xv. 45. Ihe laſt Adam was made a quickening 
ſpirit. v. 47. The ſecond man is the Lord from heaven. 
v 2 Cor. iv. 6. For Godz who commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Being juſtified freely by his 


to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſhon of fins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God]; to declare, I ſay, at this | 
time his righteouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier 
of him which believeth in Jeſus. Epb. i. 6, 7. To the praiſe 
of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted 


the ſorgiveneſs of fins according to the riches of his grace. 


Sect. XI. The Believer's Riddle. 237 
God is a Spirit, ſeems it odd | i 
To fing aloud the blood of God x. 

Yea, hence my peace and j Joy reſult, 
And here my laſting hope is built y. 


Love through his blood a vent has ſought, 
Yet divine love was hever bought : | 
Mercy could never purchas'd be, 
Yet ev'ry mercy purchas'd he 2. 

His triple ſtation brought my peace, 

Th he Altar, Prieſt, and Sacrifice a 5 


20 Nom. v. 20, 21. But where ſin tbouvited; grace did 
much more abound : that as fin hath reigned unto death, even 
ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. "Pal, Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth 
are met together: righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other. 
x John iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
mult worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. Acts xx. 28. Feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchaſed, with his own blood. 


; Rom. v. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have 
: peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. v. 10. 
For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 

* the death of his Son: much more being dien we ſhall 
| be ſaved by his life. 1 Pet. iii. 15. Be ready always to give 

> | on anſwer to every man, that aſſceth you a reaſon of the hope 


| that is in you, with meeckneſs and fear. v. 18. For Chriſt 
® | hath alſo once offered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, (that he 


- might bring us to God), being put to death in the fleth, but 
Nj e by the Spirit. | 

24 2 Rom. v. 9. Much more than being now - ;uſtified by his 
J. blood; we ſhail be ſaved from wrath through him. v. 21. 

: See letier w. John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, that he 
2; gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
mould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Rom. ix. 15. God 
10 faith to Moſes, I will have mercy on whom I will have mer- 
= cy, and I will have compaſſion on whom 1 will have compaſ- 


ed ſion. Eph. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
d, Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
heavenly places i in Chriſt. 
a Heb. Kili. 10. We have an altar whereof they have no- - 


238 GospEL SoNNETS. Part III. 
His triple office ev'ry A 
My Prieſt, my Prophet is, and King 6. 


MW This King, who only man became, 

| Is both the Lion and the Lamb c: 
A King of kings, and kingdoms broad d; 
ll A ſervant both to man and God e. 


right to eat, which ſerve the tabernacle. And i ii. 17. Where- 
fore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethrea ; that he might be a merciful and- faithful high prieſt, 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the fins 

of the people. And ix. 26. But now once ia the end of the 
world, hath Chriſt append to put away ſin by the + theribce of 
himſelf. q 

b Att vii. 37. This is that Moſcs which ſaid unto the chil- 
dre of Iſrael, A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him ſhall ye bear. 
Iſa. Xxxiii. 22. The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our law- 
giver, the Lord is our King, he will ſave us. 

„ 1 Tim. iii. 16. And without controverſy, great is the 
7 of godlineſs: God was manifeſt in the fleſh, &c. Rev. 

v. 5, 6. And one of the elders ſaid unto me John,] Weep 
not : behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of Da- 
vid, hath prevailed to open the book, and to looſe the ſeven 

ſeals thereof. And I bebeld, and lo, in the midſt of the throne, 
and of the four beaſts, and in the mid{t,of the elders, ſtood a 
Lamb ae it had been ſlain, having ſeven horns, and fev-1 
eyes, Which are the ſeven Spirits of God ſent forth into all 
"the earth. v. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and e and ho- 
nour, and glory, and bleſſing. 

d Rev. xix. 16. And he [the Word of God) hath on 73 
veſture and on his thigh a name written, EING OF, KINGS, 
AND LORD; OF LORDS. Iſa. xXxXvii. 15, 16. And 
Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, ſaying, O Lord of hoſts, 
God Iſrael, that dwelleſt between the cherubims, thou art 
the God, even thou alone, of all the kin gdoms of the * 
thou haſt made heaven and earth. Ree.” xi. 15. And th 
ſeventh angel ſounded, and there were great voices in Ls, | 
ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for e ever and 
ever. 
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This Prophet kind himſelf has ſet 
To be my book and alphabet, 
And ev'ry needful letter plain, 

Abba, Omega, and Amen Fe 


S RBC. T. 


The MY of 'the Believer's fixed ſtate further 
enlarged ; and his getting forth out of evil. 


EHOLD, I'm all defil'd with ſin a, 
Yet lo, all glorious am within 6. 
I. Egypt and in Goſhen dwell c; 
Still moveleſs, and in motion fill d. 


- 


„Matth. xv. 28. The Son o man came not to be miviſter- 
ed unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for 
many. Phil. ii. 7. Chriſt Jeſus made himſelf of no reputation, 
and took upon-him .the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of men. Iſa. xlii. 1. Behold my ſervant whom I 
uphold, mine elect in whom my ſoul delighteth, And lin. 
11. By his knowledge ſhalt my righteous ſervant juſtify many. 

F Rev. i. 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 


| which is to come, the Almighty. v. II. I am Alpha and 


Omega, the firſt and the laſt: and, What thou [John] ſeeſt, 
write in a book, and ſend it unto the feven churches which 
are in Aſia. And xxi. 6. I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the end: I will give unto him that is athirſt, of 
the fountain of the water of life freely. And xxii. 13. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the firſt and 
the laſt. And iii. 14. And unto the angel of the church of 
the Laodiceans, write, Theſe things faith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witneſs, the beginning of the creation of 
God, &c. 


a Tis, beiv. 6. Bt we are all as an Or thing, and all 
our - abrcodfaZles are as filthy rags. 
b Pſalm xlv. 13. The King's daughter is all glorious 
within: her clothing is of wrought gold. 
e Pſalm cxx. 5, 6. Wo is me that I ſojourn in Meſech, 
that I dwell in the tents of Kedar. My foul hath long dwelt 
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ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 


mine iniquity ; for it is great. 


Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joſeph is not, and Si- 
meon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all theſe things 
are againſt me. Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things 


Smyrna, write, Theſe things ſaith the firſt and the laſt, 


lation, and poverty, (but thou art rich.) 


in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which was given unto us. 
2 Cor. xii. 10. Therefore I [Paul] take in inſirmi- 


240 ' GosrPEL SONNETS.” Part III. 


Unto the name that moſt I dread, 
I flee with joyful wings and ſpeed 55 
My daily hope does moſt depend 

On him I daily moſt offend 7. 


All things againſt me are combin- d, 
Yet working for my good I find g. 
I'm rich in midit of poverties ), 


And happy in my miſeries i. 


with him that hateth peace. And xvi. 5, 6. The Laid is the 
portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup : thou maintain- 
eſt my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant places : 


yea, I have a goodly heritage. 
d 1 Cor. xv. 58. Theref6re, my beloved brethren, be ye 


. 


Lord, for as much as you- know that "your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. x 
e Pſalm cxliii. 2. O Lord enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervant : for in thy fight ſhall no man liviog be juſtified. 
v. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto 
thee to hide me. , 
J Pſalm xxv. 11. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon 
Jer, xiv. 7. O Lord, though 
our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do thou it for thy name's ſake : 


for our backſlidings are many; we have ſinned againſt thee. 
g Gen. xlii. 36. And Jacob their father ſaid unto them, 


work together for good to them that love God, to them who 


are the called according to his purpoſe. 
5 Rev. ii. 8, 9. And unto the angel of the chock in 


which was dead, and is alive; T know thy works, and tribu- 


i Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. And not only ſo, but we glory in tri- 
bulations alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; 
and patience, experience; and experience, hope ;, and hope 
maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad 


my YT v©E 


Seat. XII. The Believer's Riddle. 241 
Oft my Comforter ſends me grief, | 
My Helper ſends me no relief x. 

Yet herein my advantage lies, 
That help and comfort he denies . 
As ſeamſters into pieces cut 
The cloth they into form would put, 
He cuts me down to make me up. 
And empties me to fill my cup m. 

I never can myſelf enjoy, 

Till he my woful ſelf deſtroy ; 

And moſt of all myſelf I am, 

When moſt I do myſelf diſclaim 2. 


ties, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes, 
for Chriſt's ſake : for when I am weak, then am I ſtrong. 

+ Lam. i. 16. For theſe things I weep, mine eye, mine 
eye runneth down with water, becauſe the . comfoiter, that 
ſhould relieve, my ſoul, is far from me. Ila. xlv. 15. Verily 
thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf, O God of Iſrael the Saviour. 

I Ifa. xxx. 18. And therefore will the Lord wait, that he 

may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, 
that he may have mercy upon you; for the Lord is a God of 
judgment; bleſſed are all they that wait for him. | 
m Hoſ. v. 15. I will go and return unto my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and ſeek my face : in their affliction 
they will ſeek me early. And vi. 1, 2. Come and let us re- 
turn unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; 
he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will 
he revive us, in the third day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall 
live in his. fight, Pſal. cw. y. God fatisfieth the longing 
dul, and filleth' the hungry ſou} with goodneſs. Luke i. 53. 
And Mary faid—He bath filled the hungry with good 
hings, and the rich he hath ſent empty away. | 
n Luke ix. 23, 24. And Jeſus ſaid to them all, if any man 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 
daily, and follow me. For whoſoever will fave his life, ſhall 
loſe it: but whoſoever will loſe his life for my ſake, the ſame 
mall ſaye it. Rom. viii. 1 3. If ye live after the fleſh,.ye ſhall 
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laid this is my infirmity; but I wi I remember the years of 


ſword ſave me. v. 8. In God we boaſt all the day long: 


God out of the fiſh's belly, and-ſaid, I cried by reaſon of mine 


_” GOSPEL SONNETS. Part III. 
I glory in infirmities o, 73 
FPet daily am aſham'd of theſe b: 
Yea, all my pride gives up the _ 
When once I but begin to boaſt * 7 


My chemiſtry 1s moſt exact, 
Heav'n out of hell I do extract y: 


ſhall die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye ſhall live. 2 Cor. xi. 10. See Getter i. 

6 2 Cor. xii. 9. Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me, 

p Pal. Ixxii. 15, 16. If I ſay, 1 will ſpeak thus; behold, 
I ſhould offend againſt the generation of thy children. When 
I thought to know this, it was too painful for me. And 
Ixxvii. 8, 9, 10. Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his 
promiſe fail for evermore ? hath God forgotten to be gracious? 
Hath he in anger ſhut up his tender een ? Selah, And 1 


the right hand of the Moſt High 

g Iſa. xlv. 24, 25. Surely ſhall one ſay, In the Lord bave 
I righteouſneſs and ſtrength : even to him ſhall men come, 
and all that are incenſed againſt him, ſhail be aſhamed. Ia the 
Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 
Pal. xliv. 6. I will not truſt in my bow, neither ſhall my 


and praiſe thy name for ever. Selah. 
+ Jonah ii. t, 2. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his 


affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of 
Hell cried l, and thou heardſt mv voice. 3 Then 1 ſaid, 
J am caſt out of thy fight; yet I will Jook 2 toward thy 
holy temple. Matth. xv. 26, 27, 28. But Jeſus anſwered and 
ſaid [unto the woman of Cinzan], It is not meet to take the 
childrens bread. and to caſt it to dogs. And ſhe ſaid, Truth, 
Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from thei 


| maſter? s table. Then Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, Oe 


woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt, . 
And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. Pſal. WF © 
xlii. 6, 7, 8. O my God, my ſoul is caſt down within me: WF": 


S | 


ther fore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and 
of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unte 1 


Sed. XII. The Believers Riddle. „„ 
This art to me a tribute brings i 
Of uſeful out of hurtful things /. 


J learn to draw well out of woe, 
And thus to ditappoint the foe s ; 
The thorns that in my fleth abide, 
Do prick the tympany of pride 3 
f By wounding foils the field I win, 
And ſin itſelf deſtroys my fin « : 
My luſts break one another's. pate, 
Id, And each corruption kills its mate v. 


I 


— 


deep, at the 1 5 of thy water foodie all thy waves and thy 
his 1101s are gone over me. Yet the Lord will command his 
ving Kindneſs. in the day-time, and in the night his ſong. 
j all be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 
Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. See letter i. 

s Mic. vii. 8. Rejoice not againſt me, 0 mine enemy: 
hen I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when J fat in darkneſs, the Lord 
all be a light unto me. 

t 2 Cor. xii. 7. And left 1 ſhould be exalted above mea- 


the 

ory. e. through the abundaace of the revelations, there was given 
my me a thora in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet 
ae leſt I ſhould be cxaſted above ik th a 


u Rom. viii. 35, 37. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
Chriſt? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or fa. 
ne, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? Nay, in all theſe 


* ags we are more than conquerors, through him that loved 
Rich Pſal Ixv. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me; as for our 
thy aſgreſſions, thou ſhalt purge them away. 2 Chron. xxxii. 


25, 26. In thoſe days Hezekiah was ſick to the death, and 
yed unto the Lord: and he ſpake unto him, and he gave him 


> the 
-vth, sa- But Hezekiah rendered not again, according to the 
beit zeſit done unto him; for his heart Was lifted up: therefore 


re was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſa- 
Notwuhſtanding, Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the 


ilt. 
Pſal de of his heart, (both he and the inhabitants of J-ruſalem) 
hat the wrath of the Lord came not ape them in the * 


s of Hezekiah. 


b Rom. viii. 7, 8, 9. Whit ſhall we ſay then? Is the law 
God forbid. Nay, I had not known yy but by the oy 2 
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" alſo? Jeſus ſaid unto them, If ye were blind, ye ſhould haf 


them by thy power; and bring them down, O Lord, fl 


death. Pſal. xix. 11. Moreover by them (the judgments tie 


down into deſtruction. How are they brought into defolati 


ii. 19. Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and 


I. nell the bait, I Zee] the harm | 
Of corrupt ways, and take th' alarm. 
I za/te the bitterneſs of fin, 5 
And then to reliſh grace begin 20. 


for I had not known luſt, except the law had ſaid, Thou fa; {WR 
not covet. But fin taking occaſion by the commandment, Il 
wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence. For without th: (l 
law fin was dead. For I was alive without the law once; bu 
when the commandment came, fin revived, and I died. v 1. 


For fin taking occaſion by the commandment, deceived n, 


and by it flew me. v. 13. Was then that which is good mad 
death unto me? God forbid. But fin that it might appear 
fin, working death in me by that which is good; that fin hy 
the commandment might become exceeding ſinful. Where ju 
fee the fight and feeling of fin killed ſelf. John ix. 39, 40, 4. 
And Jeſus faid, For judgment 1 am come into this world 
that they which ſee not, might ſee ; and that they which {| 
might be made blind. And ſome of the Phariſees which weng 
with him, heard theſe words, and ſaid unto him, Are we bin 


no fin; but now ye ſay, We ſee ; therefore your fin remaizei 
Pal. lix. 11. Slay them not, left my people forget: ſcat] 


ſhield, Matth. xxvi. 33, 34. Peter anſwered and ſaid ung 
him, Though all men ſhall be offended becauſe of thee, | 
will I never be offended. Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily 1 
unto thee, that this night, before the cock crow, thou ſhalt off 
ny me thrice. v. 75. And Peter remembered the words 
eſus, which he ſaid unto him, Before the cock crow, v 
thalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitter 
av Rom. vi. 21. What fruit had ye then in thoſe thing 
whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things} 
the Lord) is thy ſervant warned: and in keeping of th 
there is great reward. And Ixxiii. 17, 18, 19. Until I vi fe 
into the ſanctuary of God: then underſtood I their end. 8 
ly thou didit ſet them in ſlippery places: thou calledſt tog 


as in a moment! they are utterly conſumed with terrors. || 


backſliding ſhall reproye thee : know therefore and ſee, tha 


* 
6; 
\ 5 
| 


** 
1 


4 


Sect. XII. The Believer's Riddle. 245 
I hear the fools profanely talk, 
Thence wiſdom learn in word and walk x : 
I /ce them throng the paſſage broad, 
And learn to take the narrow road y. 


SECT. XIII. 


The myſteryof the Saints adverſaries and adverſities. 


A LUMP of woe affliction is, Gn 
Yet thence I borrow lumps of bliſs : 


b an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord 

thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, ſaith the Lord God 

of hoſts. | | 
x Job xxi. 13, 14, 15. They ſpend their days in wealth, 


and in a moment they go down to the grave, Therefore they 


fay unto God, Depart from us: for we deſire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, that we fhould 
ſerve him ? and what profit ſhould we haye if we pray unto 
him? Eph. iv. 20, 21, 22. But ye have not fo learned Chriſt ; 
if ſo be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, 
as the truth is in Jeſus : that ye put off concerning the for- 


ner converſation, the old man, which is corrupt according to 


the deceitful luſts. And v. 6, 7,. 8. Let no man deceive you 
with vain words: for becauſe of theſe things. cometh the wrath. 


of God upon the children of diſobedience. Be not ye there- 


fore partakers with them. For ye were ſometimes darkneſs,. 


but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light. 
v. II. And have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 


darkneſs, but rather 1mprove them. | 


y Matth. vii. 13, 14. Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate; for | 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruc- 


tion, and many there be which go in thereat ; becauſe ſtrait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 


few there be that find it. | 


a Heb. xii. 11. Now no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth 
to be joyous, but grie vous: nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth 


the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, unto them which are ex- 
erciſed thereby. James i. 12. Bleſſed is the mag that endur- 
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King's enemies; whereby the people fall under thee. 


thy wick«dneſs, becauſe it is bitter, becauſe it reacheth unto 


> 4 debate with i ; he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of 


246 CGosrEIL SoNN ETS. Part III. 1 
Though few can ſee a bleſſing in't, : 
It is my furnace and my mint 5. 

Its ſharpneſs does my luſts diſpatch c ; 
Its ſuddenneſs alarms my watch d, 


Its bitterneſs refines my taſte, 
And weans me from the creature's breaſt c. 


Its weightineſs doth try my back, 

That faith and patience be not lack 75 
It is a fanning wind, whereby 

1 am unchatft'd of vanity g. 


A furnace to refine my grace h, 
A wing to lift my ſoul apace z ; 


th temptation : for when he is tried he ſhall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him. 

6 Iſa. xxxi. 9. And he [the Afyrian] ſhall paſs over to 2 
his ſtrong hold for fear, and his princes ſhall be afraid of the 
enſign, faith the Lord, whoſe fire is in Zion, and his furnace 1 
in Ferufalem. f 

e Pfalm xlv. 5. Thine arrows are ſharp in- the heart of the 


d Mark xiii. 35, 36, 37. Watch ye therefore, (for ye know] 2 
not when the maſter of the houſe cometh : at even, or at mid- ; 4 
night, or at the cock- crowing, or in the morning), leſt coming ll 
ſuddenly, he find you ſleeping. And what I ſay unto you, I. 4 
ſay unto all, Watch. | 3 
e Jer. ii. 19. See leiter w fort- cited. And i iv. 18. Thy way 4 
and thy doings have procured theſe things unto thee, this b 


thine heart. 
F James i. 2, 3, 4. My brethren, count it * [when 7:8 
fall into divers 'temprations : knowing this, that the trying oi 
your faith worketh patience, But let patience have her perv. 
fect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
g Iſa. xxvii. 8, 9. In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou 


his eaſt wind. By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jaecb 
be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his ſin. be 
Mal. iii. 3. And be [the meſſenger of the covenant] tha 3 


Sect. XIII. The Believer's Riddle. 
Hence ſtill the more I ſob diſtreſt, 
The more I fing my endleſs reſt &. 
Mine enemies that ſeek my hurt, 
Of all their bad deſigns come ſhort J; 
They ſerve me duly to my mind, 
With favours which they neter deſign'd m. 
The fury of my foes makes me 
Faſt to my peaceful refuge flee 2; 
And ev'ry perſecuting elf _ 

Does make me-underſtand myſelf o. 


4 | fit as a refiner and purifier of filyer : and he ſhall purify the 
Ws ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and filyer, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs. 


n BY ; Pſalm clxiii. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine ene- 
u. mies : 1 flee unto thee to hide me. | | 
0 BY 


& 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17. For which cauſe we faint not, but 
though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day. For our light affliction which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. RES 8 | 
Heathen to nought : he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. e 
m Gen. I. 20. And Joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, As for 
| you, ye thought evil againſt me: but God meant it unto good, 
to bring to pals, as it is this day, to fave much people alive. 


into the pit of deſtruction : bloody and deceitful mea ſhall not 
live out half their days; but I will truſt in the. 

| e My fin, Va. xlii. 24. Who gave Jacob for a ſpoil, and 
{rac} to the robbers ? did not the Lord, he againſt whom we 


f 12. And David ſaid to Abiſhai, and to all his ſervants, Be- 
bold, my ſon which came forth of my bowels, ſeeketh my life; 


0 how much more now may this Benjamite do it? let him alone, 
eo) ad let him curſe : for the Lord hath bidden. him. It may 


pe that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and that the 


bal Lord will requite me good for his curſing this day. Mic. vii. 


5 


4 k 
"9 
| 


* 
4 


7 Plalm xxxiii. 10. The Lord bringeth the counſel of the 


n Pſalm Iv. 23. But thou, O God, ſhalt bring them down. 


Wave finned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither 
vere they obedient unto his law. My duty, 2 Sam. xvi. 11, 


0 
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Their ſlanders cannot work my ſhame p, 
Their vile reproaches raiſe my name 9; 
In peace with Heav'n my ſoul can dwell, 
Ev'n when they damn me down to hell 7. 


Their fury can't the treaty harm /. 
Their paſſion does my pity warm g: 


8 I I 4 


e 


A 


8, 9 Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy: when I fall, 
ſhall ariſc : when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light 
unto me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe l 
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have finned againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute 
i judgment for me: he will bring me forth. to the light, and [ 
* ſhall behold his righteouſneſs. My ſaſety, Pſalm ix. , 10, 
itil The Lord alſo will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in 
I's times of trouble. And they that know thy name, will put their 


truſt in thee. v. 16. The Lord is kaown by the judgment BY 
which he executeth : the wicked is ſnared in the work of his Fl 

own hands. Higgaion, Selab. 4 

a P Pfal. xxxi. 13, 14 For I have heard the ſlander of ma- 
ny, fear was on every fide, while they took counſel ae 
againſt me, they deviſed to take away my life. But I truſted Bf 

in thee, O Lord: I ſaid, Thou art my God. 3 

q i Pet. iv. 14. If ye be reproached for the name of chrit, | | 


he is glorified. 2 
Numb. xxiii. 7, 8. And Balaam took up Nis parable, and | 


, 
: 
: 
[7 
5 
y 
17 
: 
, 
: 
| 
F 
1 
10 
; 
* > 
4; 
Ts + 
- 
5 
, 
* 
1 
| 


"i N happy are ye; for the Spirit of Glory and of God reſteth u- $ 
| | pon you : on their part be 1 is evil ſpoken of, but on your part I 


— 


— 


| ſaid, Balak the King of Moab hath brought me trom Aran 4 
t | out of the mountains of the caſt, Come, curle me Jacob, and 
Milk come dety Iſrael, How hall l curſe, hom God hath not 
bit curſed ? or how ſhall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied! 
1 v. 23. Surely there is no enchantment ag:nſt Jacob, neither 
16 is their any divination againſt Iſracl: according to this time 


6 it ſhall be ſaid of Fm and of IIrael, What hath Golf ; 
11 - Wrought? 
110 Prox xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the base 3 
by flying, ſo the curſe csuſeleis ſhall not come. F 
s 1 Fet, in. 8, 9. Fi ally, be ye all of one mind, having F 
com n ore of anvi/ 4, love as brethren, be pititu), be cou 
teous: not rendering evil. tor evil, or railing for railing ; bull 


Sea. XIII. | 

Their madneſs only calms my blood ?: 
Ruy doing hurt they do me good x. 

They are my ſordid flaves I wot ;. 

My drudges, though they know it not v: 


contrariwiſe, blefſhng ; knowing that ye are thereunto called, 
that ye ſhould inherit a bleſſing. | | 
; Palm Ixix. 12, 13. They that fit in the gate ſpeak a- 
gainſt me: and I was the ſong of the drunkards. But as for 
me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an acceptable time: 
O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth 
f thy ſalvation. | i 
u Gen. l. 20. Ses letter m forecited. Either ix. 20— 25. 
And Mordccai wrote theſe things, and ſent letters unto all the 
Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahaſuerus, 
both nigh and far, to ſftabliſh this among them, that they 


ſhould keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the 


fifteenth day of the fame yearly : as the days wherein the Jews 
reſted from their enemies, and the month which was turaed 
unto them from' ſorrow to joy, and from mouraing.into a good 
day : that they ſhould make them days of feaſting and joy, and 
of ſending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And 
the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai 
had written unto them. Becauſe Haman the fon of Hamme- 
datha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had deviſed a- 
gainſt the Jews to deſtroy them, and had caſt Pur, (that is, 
the lot) to conſume them, and to deſtroy them : but when Eſt- 
her came before the king, he commanded by letters, that his 
wicked device which he deviſed againſt the Jews, ſhouid re- 
turn upon his own head, and that he and his ſons thould be 
hanged on the gallows. | 

v. Jer. xxv. 8, 9. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
| Becauſe ye have not heard my words, behold 1 will ſend and 
take all the families of the north, ſaig the Lord, and Nebu- 
chadnezzar the kins of Babylon, my ſervant, and will bring 
them againſt this land, and againſt the inhabitants thereof, and 
againſt all theſe nations round about, and will utterly deſtroy 
them, and make them an aſtoniſhment, and an hiſſing, and per- 
petual deſolations. ©. 12. And it ſhall come to paſs, when 


ſeventy years are accompliſhed, that. L will puniſh the king of 


Babylon and that nation, faith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual deſolations. 


The Believers Riddle, 249 


2 
rr 
n 


— N 


= * . "% 
— IST, * I 
"DX -L27 
£ — —_—_— 


U — 
8 
8 


— = * : - - 
Mo „ _ 0 es 9292 
* » irs FI Pr as 
92988 1 


AT. 
. er 


N 


— ＋ — 


W 


* —— 
er 
ere 
_ 


em — A 0g 
— 2 7 l 
* 


— * 2 4+ . . 

. a4 o * Lok N 
. —wœ««nk — — 
2 EF r p D 
N 4 22 2 — A —— 


r 
I ER IR 


CO ́ 2 — 


i. — ” an oo 42 
4 — 2 3 K 
: 4 A l * r * 
ES en Re Dr 20” WERE III . , 
„ ? . = - tif 14% 
wk "Js * MIS 22 — * 8 3. 2— 2 — * * 
. n 2 - raged ha: 0 re mr 
— — 4 R R * 
- * — 5 


* 
WT, £ 


27; CR ak Ts 


— 


- 


2 . . - Ho» " 

— — „ 
——— ET protege. 3 . 2 
= ” 3 S 


: * - , . 
— 


— 
3 * 
Su, 3 


250 GospEL SoNN ETS. Part III. 
They act to me a kindly part. 1 
With little kindneſs in their heart w. 

They ſweep my outer houſe when foul, 
Yea waſh my inner filth of foul x. 


Pn itt · 
1 2 = 
P 9; 
7 . 


— 
31 


Iſa. x. 5, 6. O Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff 
in their hand is mine indignation. I will ſend him againſt an 
hypocrigcal nation: and againſt the people of, my wrath will I 
give him a charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the prey, and 
to tread them down like the mire of the ſtreets. v. 12. 
| Wherefore it ſhail come to paſs, that when the Lord hath per- 
for ned his whole work upon mount Zion, and an Jeruſulem, 
I will puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart of: the king of Aſſyria, 
and the glory of his high looks. And xliv. 24, 28. Thus faith 
the Lord thy R-de:mer, and he that formed thee from the 
womb, I am-the Lord—thar ſaith of Cyrus, He is my ſhep- 
herd, and ſhall pertorm all my. pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſa- 
lem, Thou ſhalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundations 
ſhal! be laid. And xiv. 1. Thus faith the Lord to his anoint- 
ed, to Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have hoiden, to ſubdue na- 
tions before him: and I will looſe the loins of kings to open 
before him the :o leaved gates, and the gates ſhall not be 
ſhut, v. 4. For Jacob wy ſervam's ſake, and Iſrael mine e- 
lect, I h:ve even called thee hy thy name: I have furnamed 
the:, though thou haſt not known me. | 
20 Matth. v. 10 11, 12. Bleſſed are they which are per- 
ſecured for righteouſneſs ſake 2 for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Bleſſed are ye when meg ſhall revile you, and per- 
ſecute you, and (hall ſay all manner of evil againſt you, falſely, 
for my ſake. R<joice and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven ; for fo perſecuted they the prophets 
which were before. Luke vi. 22, 23. Bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you from 
their company, and ſhall geproach you, and caſt out your name 
as evil, for the Son of nün's lake. Rejoice ye in that day, 
and leap for joy: for behold, your reward is great in heaven 
for in the hike manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 
x Iſa. iv. 3, 4, 5. And it ſhall come to paſs, that he that is 
left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeruſalem : ſhall be cal. 
led holy, even every one that is written among the living in 
Jeruſalem ; when the Lord ſhall have waſhed away the filth of 
the daughters of Zion, and ſhall haye purged the blood of Je- 
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ect. XIV. b Believer” s Riddle. 
They help to purge away my blot, 
"3 or Moab 1s my waſhing pot y. 


s E Cx. XIV. 


deſert. 


Though from condemnation [IT 
Find ſuch condemnables in me, 
As make more heavy wrath my duc 
Than falls on all: the damned crew 4. 


But though my crimes deſerve the pit, 
I'm no more liable to it; 
Remiſſion ſeal'd with blood and deut 


Secures me from deſerved wrath 5. 


ruſalem from the midſt thereof, by the ſpirit of judgment, and 
by the ſpirit of burning. And the Lord will create upon e- 
very dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her aſſemblies a 
cloud, and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by 
ovight; for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence. And xxzvit. 
99. By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and 
this is all the fruit to take away. his fin ; when he maketh. all 
the ſtones of the altar as chalk ſtones that are beaten in ſunder, 
the groves ard images ſhall not Fand up. | 

y Pſal. ixviii, 8. Moab is my waſh pot, &c. 

a Rom. vi. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to 


ot after the Spirit. And vii. 18. For |-know that in me 
(chat is, ic my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing; for to will is 
cnt with me, but bow to perform that which is good, I 
rc not. 1 Fim. i. 15, 16. U bis is a faithful ſaying, and 
orthpy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 
obe firners ; of whom I am chief. Howbeit, for this 
WE vic I obtained mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might 

Wb cw ertb all lo:g-fuffering, for 'a pattern to them wi:ich 
| ' taenfter believe on bin to life everlaſting. 


7 Gal. iii. 13. Chriſt hath redecmed us from the curſe of 


The myſtery of the Believer's pardon and fecurity 
from revenging SHLD, nnen. ms 5 ns 


hem which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the. fleſh, 
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And having now a pardon free, 

To hell obnoxious cannot be, 

Nor to a threat, except & anent * about 
Paternal wrath and chaſtiſement c. 


My ſoul may oft be fill'd indeed 

With ſlaviſh fear and helliſh dread d; 
This from my unbelief does ſpring e, 
My faith ſpeaks out ſome better thing. 


Faith ſees no legal guilt again, 
Though fin and its deſert remain 4 


the law, being made a curſe for us : for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree. Rom. v. 9. Much more 
then being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from 


wrath through him. Eph. i. 7. In whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the — of ſins, according to 


the riches of his grace. 
s 1 Theſl. i. 10. And to wait for his Son from heaven, 


whom he raiſed from the dead, even Jeſus which delivered us 
f.om the wrath to come. Ifz. liv. 9, 10. For this is as the 
waters of Noah unto me: for as I have ſworn that the waters 


of. Noah ſhould no more go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn 


that I would not be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee. For 
the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed; but my 


| kinoneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant 


of my peace be removed, faith the Lord that hath mercy on 
thee. Pal. Ixxxix. 30—33. If his children forſake my law, 

and walk not in my judgments : if they break my ſtatutes, and 
kee not my commandments : then will I viſit their tranſgreſ- 
fer. ith the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. Nevertheleſs 
my l ving kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuf- 
fer my faithfulneſs to fail. 

d Matth. xiv. 26. And when the. diſciples ſaw Jobs walk 
ing on the ſea, they were troubled, ſaying, It is a 12 1 3 and 
8 cried out for fear. h 

e Mark iv. 40. And Jeſus ſaid unto his diſciples, Why are 

e ſo fearful ? how is it that you have no faith? 

7 Rom. vii. 6 But now we are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein, we were held; that we ſhould ſerve in 
newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter. Chap. 


iN 


Sea. XIV. 

Some hidden wonders hence reſult : 
I'm full of fin, yet free of guilt g: 
Guilt is the legal bond or knot, 
That binds to wrath and vengeance hot Y; 
But fin may be where guilt's away, 

And guilt where ſin could never ſtay. 
Guilt without any fin has been, 

As in my ſurety may be ſeen ; 
The elect's guilt upon him came, 
Yet ſtill he was the holy Lamb i. | 
Sin without guilt may likewiſe be, 
As may appear in pardon'd me: 
For though my fin, alas ! does ſtay, 
Yet pardon takes the guilt away x. 


vil. 3, 4. F or what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the fleſh, God ſending his-own Son in the likeneſs of 


ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned "fin in the fleſh-: that the 


righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk! not 
after the fleſn, but after the Spirit. 
Rom. iv. 14. For we know that the law is ſpiritual: but 
I am carnal, ſold under fin. Chap. viii. 33, 34. Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's ele ? It is God that 
juſtifieth : who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died; 
yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right hed 
of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for as. 
h . xxvii. 26. Curſed be he that confirmeth not all the 
words of this law to do them: and all the people ſhall ſay, A- 
men. Rom. i. 18. For the wrath of God is revealed from 


heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men, 


who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 


i Iſa. liii. 6. The Lord hath laid on him the i iniquity of us 


all. Heb. vii. 26. For ſuch an high prieſt became us, who is 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners. 
Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that I am! who ſhall de- 


liver me from the body of this death ? Acts xiii. 38, 39. Be 


it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto 90h the forgiveneſs of fins ; and by 
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Thus ſree I am, yet ſtill involv'd ; 
A guilty. ſinner, yet abſolv'd : 
Though pardon leave no guilt behind, 
Yet ſin's deſert remains I find m. 
Guilt and demerit differ here, FER. 
1 hough oft their names confounded are, 
Im guilty in myſe f always, | 
Since ſin's demerit ever ſtays . 


Yet in my head I'm always free 
From proper guilt affecting me; 


Becauſe my Surety's blood cancell'd me 
The bond of curſes once me held o. ” 
him all that believe are juſtißed from all. things from which ye ha 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. 1 
1 Rom. iii. 19. Now we know that what things fever the Bl **< 
law faith, it faith to them who are under the law; that every r 
mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty the 
before God. v. 23, 24. For all have ſinned, and come ſhor the 
of the glory of God ; being juſtified freely by his grace, through os 
the redemption that i is in Jeſus Chriſt. 4 
m Rom. iv. 6, 7, 8. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the ble. WM ® if 
ſedneſs of the man unto whom God imputeth righteooſneſ har, 
without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are for- F 
given, and whoſe ſins are covered. Bleſſed is the man to whon thy 
the Lord will not impute fin. Pal. li. 3, 4. For 1 acknow WF *" 
ledge my tranſgreſſions : and my fin is ever before me. Again 10 
thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done this evil in thy fight Mart 
that thou mighiteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and be clear thou 
when thou judgeſt. And cxliii. 2. O Tor, enter not int ut 
judgment with thy ſervant: for in thy fight ſhall no man liviogh' > 
be juſtified. | roun 
n Rom. vii. 13, 14. Was then that which is good, mad oe” 
JON 


death unto me? God forbid. But fin, that it might appear fin 
working death in me by that which is good ; that fin by the 
commandment might become exceeding ſinful. For we knoy 
that the law is ſpiritual: but I am caroal, ſold under fn. 
Eph. v. 6. Let no man deceiye you with vain words: for bs 
cauſe of theſe things, cometh the wrath of God upon the chi 
dren of diſobedience, 


3 


Set. XIV. The Baeliever's Riddle. 
The guilt that pardon did divorce, 
From legal threat'nings drew its force p. 
But fin's deſert that lodges ftill, 

Is drawn from -fin's intrinſic ill 4x. 
Were guilt nought elie but ſin's deſert, 
Of pardon I'd renounce my part; 

For were I now in heav'n to dwell, 

I'd own my {ins deſerved hell x. 


„ Rom. v. 1. Therefore being ju*ified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. v. g. Muck 
more then being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved 
from wrath through him. v. 11. And not only ſo, but we 
alſo joy in God, through our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, by whom we 
have now received the atonement. | 


Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the law, 


ate under the curſe: for it is written, Curſed is every one that 


continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them. v. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from 


the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is writ- 

ten, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tre. 2 
9 Pial. li. 4. See letter m fore-cited., Luke xv. 18. I will 

ariſe, and go to my father, and will ſay unto him, Father, I 


| have ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee. my 
; r Luke xv. 19. And am no more © worthy to be called 
chy fon. Rev. v. 4. And I [John] wept much, becauſe no 
man was found worthy to open, and to read the book, neither 
eo look thereon. v. 9. And they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou 
art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: for 
thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. v. 11, 


2 13. And 1 behM, and I heard the voice of many angels 

round about the throne, and the beaſts, and the elders ; and 
de number of them was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and. 
thouſands of thouſands ; ſaying, with a loud voice, Worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and 
viſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. 
\nd every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 


nem, heard 1, ſaying, Blefling, and honour, and glory, and- 


& 


inder the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in 
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Had, yet being ancircumciſed : that he might-be the father 
all thon that believe, though they be not circumciſed ; that 


| was delivered for our offences, and was raiſed again for ou 
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This does my higheſt wonder move 
At matchleſs juſtifying love, 
That thus ſecures from endleſs death 
A wretch deſerving double wrath /. 
Though well my black deſert I know, 
Yet I'm not liable to woe; | 
While full and complete rightepuſneſs 
Imputed for my freedom is . | 


o 
[5 
: 
þ 


power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the] 
Lamb for ever and ever. | | f 


7 Rom. vii. 24, 25. O wretched man that I am! who ſhal 1 
deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chap. viii. 1. There is therefore now} 
no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt-Jeſus, who walk 2 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 1 Tim. i. 13. We 2 
was before a blaſphemer, and a e and injurious. Bui -* 
I obtained mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly, in unbelief. v. 15, 


16, 17. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, Ot 
that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave finners ; of whom th 
I am chief. Howbeit, for this cauſe I obtained mercy, that L 
in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long ſuffering, for 
a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter believe on him to all 
life everlaſting. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi. 19 
fible, the only wiſe God, be honour and glory, for ever and e. 
yer. Amen. ahi 
s 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who o ©) 


God is made unto us—righteouſneſs—and redemption. 2 Cor. 
v. 21. God hath made Chriſt to be fin for us, who knew 10 4” 
fin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 
Rom. iv. 11. And he [Abraham] received the fign of cir my 
cumciſion, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs Fc faith, which he 


righteouſneſs might be imputed unto them alſo. v. 22— 25. 


And therefore it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. Nou 2 
it was not written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed to ©* * 
him ; but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we be Kell 
lieve on him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead, who ur 

Wh 


juſtification, . 


Set. XIV. The Believer's Riddle. 257 £ 
Hence my {curity from wrath 2 # | | 
As firmly ſtands on Jeſus' death tf, 1 
As does my title unto. heav'n 15 855 
Upon his great obedience giv'n u. 


| The ſentence Heav'n did full pronounce, 

Has pardon'd all my fins at once: 

And ev'n from future crimes acquit, 

3 Before I could the facts commit v. : 1 

[ I'm always in a pardon'd ſtate | 11 
Before and after lin 0 but yet, 


— , aL 
— . * U * 


— 


Rom. v. 9. Much more then being now juſtiſied by his WH 
blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. 1 
u Rom. v. 17, 18, 19.— They which receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, 
Jeſus Chriſt. —By the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men, unto juſtification of life—By the obedience of 
one ſhall many be made righteous. v. 21. Grace reigns 
through righteouſneſs unto. eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 

e 
v Pal. ciii. 3. Bleſs the Lord, O-my ſoul, who forgireth 


— ——ů nz 
* n r . 
— + 8 r e 6 * 88 
——— : 


1 30 MG... 
— 
— 


EL 21 * 
8 
PA 2 — 
. 
Y. . £ e > al po 
2 2 * _ — 4 7 


all thine 101quities 3 ; Who healeth all thy diſeaſes: 2 Cor. v. i 11 
99. God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, : 1 
not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. v. 21. See letter 8 „4 


above cited. Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are determined upon 
oy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, | | | 


IBN 
"  _< = 


| and to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
uuiy, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs... Ifa. liv. 10. 
| For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but 1 
dy kindneſs th depart from thee, neither ſhall the cove- 
nant of my pea Femoved, ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy + 4 
on thee. Heb. viii. 12. For J will be merciful to their un- "Fl 
righteouſneſs, and their ſins and their iniquities will I remem- 1 
ber no more. | 

w Rom, viii. 1. There is therefore now no Sl 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after be 
fleſh, but after the Spirit. v. 33—39- Who ſhall lay any thing _ 
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſtiſieth: | 
Who is he that condemneth-? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather;, MH 


2 
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That vainly I preſume not hence. | 
I'm ſeldom pardon'd to my ſenſe x. 3 
Sin brings a vengeance on my head, 
Though from avenging wrath I'm freedy. 
And though my ſins all pardon'd be, 2 
j Their pardon's not applyd to me 2. 
= Thus though I need no pardon more, 
Let need new pardons ev'ry hour *, 


i that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
ll alſo maketh interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from | 
| the love of Chriſt, ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, | 
or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in all theſe þ 
things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved 
us. For I am perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 1s in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 5 
x Pſal. xxv. 11. For thy name's fake, O Lord, pardon 
mine iniquity ; for it is great. And li. 8, 9. Make me to 
hear joy and gladneſs ; that the bones er thou haſt broken 
may re joice. Hide thy face from my ſins; and blot out all 
mine iniquities. ©. 12. Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſal- | 
vation : and uphold me with thy free Spirit. _— i= 
y Pfal. xcix. 8. Thou anfweredſt them, O Lord our God: t ſe 
thou waſt a God that forgaveſt them, though thou tookeſt ven- 
geance of their inventions. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. And to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, even 


Jeſu$:which delivered us from the W 


4 


K Pfal. xxxv. 3. O Lord, fay unto 11 am thy ſalva- 
tion. And Jxxxv. 8. I will hear what Gd the Lord will 
ſpeak ; for he will ſpeak peace unto his people, and 10 his 

aints : but let them not turn again to folly. Matth. ix. 2. 
And behold, they brought to him a mana ſick of the pally, ly- 
ing on a bed: and Jeſus ſeeing their faith, faid unto the fick 
of the palſy, Son be of good cheer, thy ſins be forgiven thee. i 

—  * Matth. vi. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
' - our debtors. 1 John i. 7, 8. If we walk in the light, as God 
is in the light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and the 


— 


0 


4 
i 
» 

£ 


ect. KV. The Believer's Riddle. + 


Br e My/tery of 


In point of application free; 
Lord, waſh anew, and pardon me. 


> SEC 1:v. 7 


Part VI. Chap. vi. 


TRANGE contradictions me befal, 
l can't believe unleſs J ſee a; 
Yet never can believe at all, 
Till once I ſhut the ſeeing eye 5. 
When fight of ſweet experience 
Can give my. faith no helping hand c 
The fight of ſound intelligence 
Will give it ample ground to ſtand d. 


od of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all fin. If 


e ſay that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelyes, .and the 
uth is not in us. 2 


a John vi. 40. And this 1s the will of him that ſent me, 


at every one which ſeeth the Son, and belieyeth on him, may 
ave everlaſting life. 


5 John xx. 29. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Thomas, becauſe thou 


aſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed: bleſſed are they that have 
dt ſeen and yet have believed. 5 


c Iſa. viii. 17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth 
s face from the houſe of Jacob, and I will look for him. 
Whap l. 10. Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that 
deyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs and 
th no light? let hig truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay 


don his God. | ; 

d Eph. i. 15—19. Wherefore I alſo, after I heard of your 
ith in the Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the ſaints, ceaſe not 
give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers ; 


at the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory; 


y give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 


Powledge of bim; the eyes of your underſtanding being en- 
biened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 


d what the riches of the glory of his inheritance ia the ſaints, 
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Faith and Sight, of which more, 
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260 GosFEL SONNETS. _, Part. III. 
L walk by faith, and not by ſight e: _ 
Viet knowledge does my faith and 725 
Which cannot walk but in the light . 


Even when experience runs a-ground 5. 


By knowledge 1 di/cern and ſpy _ 
In divine light the object ſhown 2; 
By faith I take and cloſe apply 
1 he glorious object as mine own &. 


My faith thus ſtands on divine light, 
Believing what it clearly, ſees /; 


Yet faith is oppoſite to fight, 
Truſting its ear, and not its eyes m. 


Faith liſt'ning to a ſweet report, 
Still comes by hearing, not by ſight #5 


and what is the excecding greatneſs of his power to us-ward 

who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

Kc. 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who commanded the light to 

ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chril, 
e 2 Cor. v. 7. For we walk by faith not by fight. 

John ii. 11. This beginning of miracles did Jeſus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifeſted forth his glory; and his diſciples 
believed on him. 

g Plai. ix. 10. And they that know thy name wil put their 
truſt in thee. ; 

þ Pfal. xxxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart: wait, I ſay, on the Lorc. 


i 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open face, beholding as in 


a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
s John i. 12. But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the ſons of God, ęven to them that be. 
lieve on his name. 

J Gal. i. 16. But when it pleaſed God—to reveal his Sol 
in me, that I might preach him among the Heathen ; imme- 
diately I conferred not with fleſh and blood. 


2 25 hf 5 In Chriſt ye alſo truſted after that-ye heard 2 


4 


-v 


Seat. XV. The Believer's Riddle. 261 
FPet is not faith of ſaving ſort, 
But when it ſees in divine light o. 
In fears I ſpend my vital breath, 
In doubts I waſte my paſſing years p; 
Yet ſtill the life I hve is faith, 
Th@oppolite of doubts and fears 9. 


'Tween clearing faith and clouding ſenſe, 
I walk in darkneſs and in light 7. 
I'm certain oft, when in ſuſpenſe, 
While ſure hy faith and not by ſight /. 


the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation. 
n Rom. x. 17. So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God. | 


o Plal. xxxvi. 7. How excellent is thy loving kindneſs, O 


God! therefore the children of men put their truſt under the 
ſhadow of thy wings. v. 9. For with thee is the fountain of 

life: in thy light ſhall we fee light... | | 
Pſalm Ixxvii. 3, 4. I remembered God, and was trou- 
bled : I complained, and my ſpirit was overwhelmed. Selah. 
Thou holdeſt mine eyes waking: I am ſo troubled that 1 can- 
not ſpeak. John xx. 25. But Thomas faid unto the other 
diſciples, Except I ſhall ſee in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my ſinger into the print of the nails, and thruſt my 
hand into his fide, I will not believe. Luke xxiv. 21. We 
truſted that. it had been he which ſhovld have redeemed Lfſragl. 
4 Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chriſt : Nevertheleſs I 


live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life which 


I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Mark v. 36. As 
ſoon as Jeſus heard'the word that was ſpoken, he faith unto 
the ruler of the ſynagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. Matth. 
viii. 26. And Jeſus faith unto his diſciples, Why are you fo 
fearful, O ye of little faith? Chap. xiv. 31. And Jeſus ſaid 


unto Peter, O thou of little faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt? 
r Job. xxix. 1, 2, 3. Moreover Job continued his parable, - 


and ſaid, Oh that I were as in months paſt, as in the days 
when God preſerved me: when his candle ſhined upon my 
head, and when by his light I walked through darkneſs. Pal. 
cxü. 4. Unto the upright there ariſeth light in the darkneſs. 
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his throne as the ſun before me. It ſhall be eſtabliſhed. for 
ever as the moon, and as a Faithful witneſs in heaven, Sclah. 


vant: thou has profaned his crown, by caſting it to the ground, 


262 GosyEL SoNNETS. Part III. 


e 
Ti he N of Faith and Works, and rewa, is of 
Grace and Debt. 7 


I. Of Faith and Wai © 


TE that in word offendeth not, 
Is call'd a perfect man I wot 4; 


Yet he whoſe thoughts and deeds are bad, a 
The law perfection never had 6. 6 

I am defign'd a perfect ſoul, | bs 

_ Ev'n though I never kept the whole, 1 
Nor any precept c; for tis known, 80 
He breaks them all, that breaks but one d. th 

th 

/ 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom, having not ſeen, ye love; in whom, þ * 
tbough now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy | | 
unſpeakable, and full of glory. Rom. iv. 18=-21. Abraham | 
againſt hope, believed in hope, that he might become the fa- Mon 
ther of many nations; according to that which was ſpoken, nei 
So ſhall thy ſeed be. And being not weak in faith, he con- WM of 
ſidered. not his own body now dead, when he was about an / 


hundred years old, neither yet the deadneſs of Sarah's womb, o 
He ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through unbelief; but 
was ſtrong in faith giving glory to God; and being fully per. 
ſuaded, that what he had promiſed, he was able alſo to perform. 
Pſalm Ixxxix. 36—39. His ſeed mall. endure for ever, and 


Bat thou haſt caſt off and abhorred, thou haſt been wroth wi th 
thine annointed. Thou haſt made void the covenant of thy ſer- 


à James iii. 2. If any man offend not in word, the ſame 


| 3s a perfect man, and able alſo to oridle the whole body. | being 


b James ii. 10. For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, Head, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. | 
c Rom. i iv. 5, 6. To him that worketh not, but belieycth Mut tl 


* 


vet. XVI. The Believer's Riddle. 


"8 
By faith I do perfection claim e, 1 
By works I never graſp the name /: | 1 
Yet without works my faith is nought , 1 


And thereby no perfection brought. 


Works without faith will never ſpeed , = 
Faith without works is wholly dead i: _— 
Yet I am juſtify'd by faith, 1 #$ 
Which no law-works adjutant hath K. 4 114 


on vat that juſtifieth the nopodl; his faith is counted for 


righteouſneſs. Even as David alfo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs We 
of the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without Yi; 
W works. Job. i. 1. There was a man in the land of Uz, whoſe Wo 
name was Job, and that man was perfect and upright, and one 1 
WT that feared God, and eſchewed evil. Pſalm Ixxi. 16. I will 1 
go in the ſtrengtk of the Lord God; I will make mention of + 
thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. Eccl. vii. 20. For Wl 
there is not a Juſt. man upon e that doth good, ad fin- | bs ' 
2 not- ES 5 | XY 
d James ii. 10. See letter b. 
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e Phil. iii. 9. I count all things but dung, that 1 may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine own righteouf- 
neſs, Which is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 

f Gal. ii. 16. Knowing that a man is not juſtified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt : even we 
have believed in Jefus Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by 


. the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law: for by 1 
\ the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. | 34 
d g James ii. 14. What doth it profit, my brethren, t: Yough a = 
man ſay he hath faith, and have not works? can faith fave him? 3 


5 Heb. xi. 6. Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God z l 9 


h for he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and that 
© is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. Rom. xxiv. 
cz 3. Whatſoever 1 is not of faith, is ſin, 


i James ii. 17. Even fo faith if it hath not works, is dead 
Peing alone. v. 26. Nor as the body without the ſpirit 1 is 
ead, ſo faith without works is dead alſo. bY 
F-& Sond. f iii. 21, 22. But now the righteouſneſs of God with. © oy 
dut the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law agd the | 
prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God which 1 is by faith of 


204 GosPEL SONNETS. | Part III. 
Vea, goſpel- works no help can lend 7, | 
Though ſtill they do my faith attend : 

Vet faith by works is perfect made, 

And by their preſence juſtify*d n. 


Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe; for 
there is no difference. Chap. iv. 4, 5, 6. Now to him that 
Worketh, is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſti- 
feth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. Even 
as David deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom 
God imputeth righteouſneſs without works. 
I Phil. iii. 4—9. If any other man thinketh that he hath 
. whereof he might truſt in the fleſh, I more: - touching the 
righteouſneſs which is in the law, blameleſs. But what things 
were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. _ Yea doubt- 
leſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord : for whom I have ſuffer- 
ed the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung, that 1 
may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not_having mine own 
righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 
Ifa. Ixiv. 6. But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags. Hoſ. xiii. 9. O Iſrael, thou 
haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thine help. Ifa. xlv. 24, 
25. Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength ; even to him ſhall men come, and all that are 
incenſed againſt him ſhall be aſhamed. In the Lord ſhall all 
the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 5 
m Tit. iii. 8. This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I 
- will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they which have believed 
in God, might be careful to maintain good works : theſe things 
are good and profitable unto men. James ii. 18. Vea, a man 
may ſay, Thou haſt faith, and I have works : ſhew me thy 
— without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my 
works. g . N 8 
nz James u. 21, 22. Was not Abraham our father juſtified 

by works, when he had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar ? 
Seeſt thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect? v. 24. Ye ſee then how that by 
works a man is juſtified, and noi by faith on. 


Seat. XVI. The Behever's Riddle. 
But works with faith could never vie, 
And only faith can juſtify : 

Yet £1] my juſtifying faith 

No juſtifying value hath p. 

Lo, juſtifying grace from heav'n, 

Is foreign ware, and freely giv'n 9: 
And faving faith is well content 
Jo be a mere recipient r. 


„ Rom, iv. 16. Therefore it is of faith, that if might be by 


grace: to the end the promiſe might be fare to all the ſeed. 


Titus iii. 4—7. But after that the kindneſs and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteouſ- 


neſs, which we have done, but according to his meicy he ſav- 
ed us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Ho- 


ly Gholt : which he ſhed on us : andantly, through Jeſus 


Cariſt our Saviour; that being juſtified by his grace, we ſhou'd 


be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Acts x. 


43. To him gave all the prophets witneſs, that through his 
name, whoſoever believeth in him, Mall receive remiſſion of fins. 


5 Gal. iii. 21, 22. Is the law then againſt the promiſes of 


God? God forbid : for if there had been a law given which 
could have given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhou'd have been by 


the law. But the ſcripture hath concluded all under fin, that 
the promiſe, by faith of Jeſus Chrift, might be given to them 


that believe. Luke xxii. 37, 32. And the Lord ſaid, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath deſired to have you, that he may 
ſift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not; and when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy brethren. 
2 Cor. ili. 5. Not that we are ſufficient of durſelves to think 
any thing as of ourſelves : but our ſufficiency is of God. Chap. 
xii. 5. Of ſuch an one will I glory; yet of myſelf I will not 
glory, but in mine infirmities. RNs 

7 Rom. v. 16, 17. The free gift is of many offences unto 


juſtification, — They which receive abundance of grace, and of 


the gift of righteouſveſs, ſhall reign ia life by one, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Chap. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 3 | 

r Rom. v. 11. And not oy ſo, but we alſo joy in God, 
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266 GosPEL SONNETS. Part III. 
Faith's active in my ſanctiiyſ: | 
But here its act it will deny s, 
And frankly own 1t never went 
Beyond a paſſive inſtrument t. 

I labour much like holy Paul; 


And yet not I, but grace does al; . 


- 


"Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now re. 
ceived the atonement. v. 17. See letter q. 
Gal. v. 6. For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumciſion avail. 
eth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith which worketh » | | 
love. Acts xv. 9. God put no difference between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith. Chap. xxvi. 18. To open 
their eyes, and to turn them from dai kne ſs to light, and from 1 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgive. 
neſs of fins, and inheritance among them which are ſanctified] 
by faith that is in me. on! 
s Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it is of faith, that it wake be » i mm 
grace. Chap. xi. 6. And if by grace, then is it no more of but. 
works; otherwiſe grace is ho more grace. 
t Eph. ii. 8, 9. Fer by grace are ye ſaved, through faith; 
And that not of yourſelves: it is the gift of God: not of works, Wn : 
leſt any man ſhould boaſt. 1 Cor. iv. 7. For who maketl Mren 
thee to differ from another? and what haſt thou that thou didit 
not receive ? now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory 
as if, thou hadſt not received it? Heb. xi. 11. Through faith 
alſo Sarah herſelf received ſtrength to conceive feed, and was Hef 
delivered cf a child when the was paſt age, becauſe ſhe judged ior 
him faithful who had promiſed. v. 17. By faith Abraham, Grace 
when he wis tried, offered up Iſaac : and he that had receiv: 
cd the promiſes, offered up his only begotten ſon: v. 19. Ac. irn 
counting that God was able to raiſe him up, even from the 
dead: from whence alſo he received him in a figure. v. 3. ye 
Women received their dead raiſed to life again: and other of 
were tortured, not accepti# deliverance ; that they wight ob- an 
tain a better reſurrection. Pro: 
* 1 Cor. xv. 10. But by the grace of God I am what Ir he 
4m : and his grace which was beſtowed upon me, was not iu 
vain ; but I laboured more abundanily than they all: yet noly c 
J, bat the grace of God which was with me. 
v Pſa). IXxi. 16. I will go on in the ſtrength of the L rd 


| | Scat. XVI. The Believer's Riddle: 
I try to ſpread my little ſails, 
And wait for pow'rful moving gales v. 


When pow'r's convey'd, I work; but ſee, 
Tis ſtill his pow'r that works in me. 

Jam an agent at his call, 

Yet nothing'am, for grace is all w. 


r 


II. Of rewardy of Grace and Debt. 


| I all my works I ftill regard 

2 The recompence of full reward &; 
Yet tuch my working is withal, 

TI look for no reward at all 7. 


God: I will make mention of thy righteouſneſs Feven of thine 
only, Song iv. 16. Awake, O north wind, and come, thou 
ſouth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 
but. | T 
20 Phil. ii. 12, 13. Wherefore, my beloved, as ve have al- 
vays obeyed, not as in my preſence only, but now much more 
n my abſence ; work out your own ſalvation with fear and 


vith Chriſt: Nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but Chritt liveth 
na me; and the life which I now live in the fleth, I live 
he faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf 


race is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength is made perfect in 
ſirmities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon me. 


d years, refuſed to be called the ſoa of Pharoah's daughter 
woling rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God* 
an to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon: eſteeming the 
proach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt: 
dr he had reſpect unto the recompence of the reward. 

y | Tim. i. 9. God hath ſaved us, and called us with an 
ly calling, not according to our works, but according to his 
Wo purpoſe and grace which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, be- 

oh pays 2 2 | 


Ul : 
i 
/ 
: 
: ” 1 „— — 
» K - Reo 4 "wr A 8 x MG N . — 
— - * e in 13; 5 ae iS — 
* TU ** uy S 3 2 v 3 to AL Br vi 2-050 ro 1 
— ey ety 2 1 — 1 — 22 1 ns — - - — — — — 
2 ˙ h— ths 5 A CE Le. LD — 
8 . — 60 ” = ” LY : 4 © <4..." 
: ” tant —C — * — — — 1 * * - —— 4 4 
NE ne r * N FX; ; 42 
- ” 44 2 
— . — — — —— © - — - _ = * - b \ 


Sm ts — CS — —— 
, > * 
N 142 


. W be "IT 5 —— - ” 
— nee. re ED 


"vp; 


r 
A 
— IN 
1 * — 
WY 


—— —ñ—v—ẽ 
- 
— 


rembling. For it is God which worketh ia you both to will 
nd to do of his rr e Gal. ii. 20. 1 am crucified” 


- T. LY 
wi 
wan 2 A 
2 — 
— 


TD 
: 
a. 4. 


or me. 2 Cor. Xii. 9. And tie Lord ſaid unto me, My 
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eakneſs. Moſt gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my, 


* Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26. By faith Moſes, when he was come 
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m_ 


On my reward exceeding great, 
leſſer heav'n than this I waits : 

B t where's the earning work ſo broad, 

To ſet me up an heir of God a? 


Rewards of debts, rewards of grace, 
Are oppoſites in ev'ry cat ; 

Yer ſure I am they'll both agree 

Moſt jointly in rewarding me c. 


Though hell's my juſt reward for fin d, 
Hcav'n as my juſt reward I'll wine. 


fore the world began. Tit. iii. g. Not by works of rightconſrck, 
which we have done, but according to his me:cy he fare us, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

2 Gen. xv. 1. After theſe things the word of the Lord 
came unto Abram-in a- viſion, faying, Fear not, Abram : l 
am thy ſhicld, and thy exceeding great reward. Pal. Ixxiii. 


25, 26. Whom have I in heaven but thce? and there is 


none upon earth that I deſire beſides thre. My fleth and ny 
heart faileth : but God is the ſtrength cf my heart, and my 
portion for ever. 

4 Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Not for your fakes d) I this, faith the 
Lord God, be it known unto you: be aſhamed and ebe del 
for your own ways, O houſe of Ifrael. Rom. viii. 16, 17. The 
Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
children of God. And if chi! ren, then heirs 3 heirs of Goch 
and joint heirs with Chriſt, 

2 Rom. iv. 4. Now to him that worketh, is the reward act 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. | 

c Pſal. lvii. 11. Verily there is a reward for the righteous: 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. IIa. Ixii. 11, 
Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, 
Say ye to the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy falvation cometh ; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. And 
xl. 10. Behold the Lord God will come with ſtrong hand, 
and his arm ſhall rule for him : behold his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. 

d Rom. vi. 21. Wha: fruit had ye then in thoſe things 
whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things is 
death. v. 23. The wages of ſin is death. To v. 6. Let 


© 


Set. XVI. Tye Believer's Riddle. 269 
Both theſe my juſt rewards I know, 
Yet truly neither of them ſo *. 


Hell can't in juſtice be my lot, TY 
Since juſtice ſatisfaction got y C | | 
Nor heav'n in juſtice be my ſhare, $54 
SINCE mercy only brings me there g. | 


DO 


1 1 
—— — 
— 


— 2 — 
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no 110 deceive you with vain words : for becauſe of theſe 
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of diſobe- 
dience. Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of 
the Jaw, are under the curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every 
one that cont! » 2th not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. 

e Gal. iii. 13, 14. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſ-- 
ed is every one that. hangeth on a tree: that the bleſſing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt ;- 
that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith. 
Eph. 1. 1 3, 14. In Chriſt alſo after that ye believed, ye were 

| ſealed with that holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of 
our ipheritance, until the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſ- 
ſion, unto the praiſe of his glory. Rom. v. 21. Grace reigns 
through righteouſnefs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. And vi. 23. The gilt of God is eternal life, through. 4 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
* Through theſe oppoſit te voices of law and ape 8 
f Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom God hath ſec, forth to be a 
- propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his Fo | 
teouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the 
forbearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at this time his righ- 
teouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which 
believeth in Jeſus. N 

Rom. ix. 15. 16. God aich to Moſes, J will have mer- - 
cy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compathon on 
whom 1 will have compaſſion. So then it is not of Him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth; but of God that ſheweth 
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mercy. Titus iii. 4—7. But after that the kindneſs and love 4 

of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of wy 
righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to his mercy 1 
he ſayed us by the waſhing of regeneration, - nd renewing of as 
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2795  _. GosPEL SONNETS. Part III. 
Let heav'n is mine by folemn oath, 

In juſtice and in mercy both h: _ 
And God in Chriſt is all my truſt, 


Becauſe he's merciful and juſt i. 


CONCLUSTON. 


| | ERE i is the riddle, where's the man 
f : Of judgment to expound ? 
For maſters fam'd that cannot ſcan, 
In Iſrael may be found a. 


FA 
tte Holy Gtoſt: which he ſhed on us Dey. through 
Jeſus Chriſt our & wiour; that being juſtified by his grace, Bl t! 
we ſhould be made heirs according to the hope of cternal life, i = |; 

5 Pal. Ixxxix. 35, 36. Once have I ſworn by my hol: MW» 
neſs, that I wiil not lie unto David. His ſeed ſhall endure = : 
for ever, and his throne as the ſun before me. Heb. vi. 37, m. 
18. Wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the 
heirs of promiſe the immutability of bis counſel, confirmed it No 
Ey an oath :. that by two immutable things, in which it was Ct 
1ypoſhble for God to lic, we might have a firong conſo bi. 
tion, who Lave fled for cefupe to lay hold upon the hope {et ble 


before us. Plal. Izxxix. 14. Juſtice and judgment are the 
habitation of thy throae ; mercy; and truth ſhall go before thy Mee 
face. v. 16. In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day: and Juc| 
in thy righteouſneſs ſhail they be exalted. v. 24. But my 
faithfulneſs and my mercy ſl] be with him [David my fer- 
vant]: and in my name ſhall his horn be exalied. v. 28. 
My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant 
Mall ſtand faſt with bim. 
{ Heb, ii. 17. Wherefore in all things it behoved bim to et u 
de made like unto his brethren: that he might be a merciſi 
26d faithful high prieſt, in things pertaiaing to God, to make 
ecunciliation for the ſins of the people. 1 John i. 7, 8, 9. 


IF „walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fel- ou 
'owihip one with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt hi 4 
„ 4anfcth us from all ſin. If we ſay chat we have no fin, hem 
at deci ve "ON Ives, and the truth is not in us. If we cob, d th 


Flo Gu he is faithful and juſt to forgive us Our ſins, and oric 
200 10 SS Me us from all uariphtcouſneſs. 


Part III. The Believer's Lodging. 271 
We juſtly thoſe in wiſdom's liſt 
_ Eſtabliſh'd ſaints may call, 
Whoſe bitter-ſweet experience bleſt 
Can clearly graip it all ö. 


- Yetaiming right ſucceed e: 
But ftrangers they in Ura'] are, 
Who not at all can read 4. 


5 
f 
N 
; Some babes in grace may mint*and mar, *2fay.. 


- 


a John iii. 10. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto Nicodemus, 
Ari thou a maſter of Iſrael, and knowelt not theſe things. 

þ Matth. xi, 25. At that time Jefus anſwered and ſaid, I 
[ thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou 
N | haſt hid theſe things from the wile and prudent, and hall re- 


vealed them - unto: babes. And xiii 11. Jeſus anfwered and 

laid unto his difciples, Becauſe it is given unto you ro know the 
myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not gixer. 
1 Cor. iii. 1, 2. And I, brethren, could no: ſpeak unto 
you as unto ſpiritual, but as unto cainal, even as unto babes in 
Cbriſt. 1 have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for 


ble. Heb. v. 12, 13, 14. For chen fer the time ye ought 
to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which 
be the firſt principles of the oracles of God; and are become 
ſuch as have need of milk, and not of ſtrong meat. For eyes 
ry one that uſcth milk is unſkilful in the word of righteouf- 
cſs : for he is a babe. But ſtrong meat belongeth to them 
hat are of full age, even thoſe who, by reafon of uſe, have 
their feriſ:s exerciſed to diſcern both good and evi. And vi. 
1. Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of - Chriſt, 
et us go on unto. perfection: not laying again the foundation 


1 John 11. 12, 13. I write unto you, little ehildren, becauſe 


4 your fig is forgiven you for his name*s ſake. —T write unto 
1 8 ou little children, becauſe ye have known the Father. 
4 Cor. iv. 3, 4. But if our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to 


d the minds of them which belicve not, leſt the light of the 
orious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould 
Lune unto them. | | 


_ * a r — INE * 
*. - pow 8 = ee 0 3dr iow e <a> AF 
— 


. < ” . > — 
5 3 - A 64. "voi Br 8 * 2 8 2 
S WO SIGH x P EP OO OT —— - — — 2 
. u ee K 2222 2 Re FIR 
— — — — — . —_— : 8 2 * 


* mts IE 
2 . _— TL. o A 14 


r 
SO” eee” 


. 


2 ˙— Ig 


bicherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye a- 


pf repentance from dead works, and of faith towards God, &c. 


hem that are loſt : in whom the God of this world hath blind. - 
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DD as, | 
GOSPEL SONNETS. 
TW" 


The BELIEVER'S LODGING and INN 
EO while on Earth. v5 
- OR, | 
A Poem and Paraphrase upon Pſalm Ixxx1y. 


Ver. 1. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord] 
oe re Oe a 
FHOVAH, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Sole Monarch of the univerſal hoſt, 
Whom the attendant armies ſtill revere, 
Which in bright robes ſurround the higher 
ſphere ; ite | 
Whoſe ſov'reign empire ſways the helliſh band 
Of ranked legions in th' internal land; 
Who hold'ſt the earth at thy unrivall'd beek, 
And ſtay'ſt proud forces with a humbling check; 
Ev'n thou whoſe name commands an awtul 


dread, 


4 I — 


Yet deiggs to dwell with man in very deed; h 
O what refreſhment fills the dwelling place 5 
Of thine exuberant unbounded grace! (tor on 


Which with ſweet pow'r does joy and praife ex: 
In Zion's tents thine ever lov'd reſort: | 
Where glad'ning ſtreams of mercy from above ler. 
Makes ſouls brim-full of warm ſeraphic love. 
Of ſweeteſt odours all thy garments jmells: 
Thy diſmal abſence proves a thoutand hells, 
But heay'ns of joy are where thine honour dwells 


RJ 


Part. IV. The Believer's Lodging. 

Ver. 2. My foul longeth, yea, even fainteth fi, 
_ courts of the Lord my heart and my N cri. 
out for the living God. 


Therefore on thee I centre my dete. 
Which vehemently burſts out in ardent fire. 
Deprived, ah! I languiſh in my plaint. 

My bones are feeble and my ſpirits faint. 

My longing foul pants to behold again 
Thy temple fill'd with thy majeſtic train ; 
Thoſe palaces with heav'nly odour ſtrew'd, 


[4 
1 
1 
$ 
8 
i 
£ 
* 
1 


To ſee the beauty of the higheſt One, 

| Upon his holy mount, his lofty throne : 4 

F\V hence virtue running from the living Head 
WRcitores the dying, and revives the dead. 
or him my heart with cries repeated ſounds, 
o which my fleſh with echoes loud rebounds; 
For him, for him, who life in death can give. 
or -him, for him, V hoſe ſole prerogative 

WT: from and to eternity to live. 


r. 3. tea; the ſparrow hath found an houſe, and 
the ſwall5w a neſt for herſelf, where ſhe may lay 
ber young, even thine altars, O Lord of hojts, my 
King and my God. 

Alas! how from thy lovely dwellings I. - 
ong baniſh'd, do the happy birds envy ; 
Which, chooſing thy high altars for their neſt, 
Da rafters of thy tabernacle ref}! _ | 
lere dwells the /parrow of a chirping tongue, 
And here the /wallow lays her tender young: 
aint ſacrilege! they ſeize the ſacred ſpot, 

nd ſeem to glory ofer my ablent lot. 

et ſure I have more ſpecial right to thee 

| han all the brutal hoſts of earth and len: : 
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And regal courts, where Zion's King is viewed: 
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2 74  GosPEL SONNETS. Part IV. 
That Sov*reign, at whoſe government they boy, 
Is wholly mine by his eternal vow ; 

My King to rule my heart, and quell my foes, 
My God t* extract my well from preſent woes, 
And crown with endleſs glory at the cloſe. 


Ver. 4. Bleſſed are they that dwell i in thy houſe: 
they will be ſtill praiſing thee. 


O happy they that haunt thy houſe below, 
And to thy royal ſanctuary flow: 
Not for itſelf but for the glorious One, 
Who there inhäbits his erected throne! 
Others pals Vy, and here there dwelling is! 
O happy people crown'd with bays of bliſs! 
Bleſsd with the ſplendid luſtre of his face, 
Bleſs : d with the high melodious ſound of grace, 
That wakens ſouls into a ſweet amaze, | 
And turns their ſpirits to a harp of praiſe ; s 
Which loudly makes the lower temple ring 
With halletujabs to the mighty King: 
And thus they antedate the Nebler long 
Of that celeſtial and triumphant throng. 
Who warble notes of praiſe eternity along. 


Ver. 5. Bleſed is the man ae frrength 1s in 
thee: — 


What weights of bliſs their happy ſhoulder 
load, 

Whoſe frength lies treaſur'd in a potent God? 
Self-drained ſouls, yet flowing to the brim, 
Becauſe void in themſelves: but full in kim: 
Adam the firſt difcuſs'd their ſtock of ſtrengtb, 
The Second well retriev'd the ſum at length; 
Who keeps *t himſelf, a furer hand indeed, 
Jo give not as they lift, but as they need. 


Part. IV. The Believer's Lodging. 275 x 
W When raging furies threaten ſudden harms, p 
ne then extends his everlaſting arms; 1 
W When Satan drives his pointed fiery darts, 'F 
He gives them courage and undaunted hearts | 
o quell his deadly force with divine 1kill, Iwill: 
And adds new ſtrength to do their Sov'reign* 5 
When fore haraſs'd by ſome outrageous luſt, 
He, levelling its pow'r unto the duſt, 

i ii lakes ſaints to own him worthy of their truit, 


1 


er. 6. In whoſe hearts are the ways of them, who 
pafſmg through the valley of Bacca, make it a 
well : the rain alſo filleth the pools. 3 


Such heav'n- born ſouls are not to earth con- 
Truth's high-way fills his elevated mind : [find 
hey, bound for Zion, preſs with forward aim, 
As Iſrael's males to old Jeruſalem. 

heir holy path lies through a parched land, 

hrough oppoſitions numerous and grand. 
Traverſing Rorctied detarts, rugged rocks, 
ind Bacca's wither'd vale, like thirſty flocks : 

et with unſhaken vigour homeward go, 
ot mov'd by all oppoſing harms below. 

hey digging wells on this Gilboa top, 

he vale of Achor yields a door of hope: 

or Heav'n in plenty does their labour crown 

making filver ſhowers to trickle down; 

ill empty pools imbibe a pleaſant fill, 

Ind weary ſouls are heart'ned up the hill, 
maſſy drops of joy which down diſtill. 
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er. 7. They go from firength to ſtrength, every 
one of them in Zion appeareth before God. 
uus they, refreſhed by ſuperior aid, 

Dre not defatigated nor diſmay*d; 


Ia ſpite of ragged paths, and -boiſttrous winds, 


Each one contends his fellow to outrun ; 


Before the Lamb's high throne-adoring ſtand, 


Ver. 8. O Lord God of hosts, hear my Haren o 


O let my cry pierce the ethereal frame, 
And mercy's echo follow down the ſame. 


And promis. d by thy ſacred Deity. 


n 
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Reczuſe they are, O truth of awful dread !_ 
As potent as JEHOVAH in their Head. 
Hence they ſhall travel with triumphant minds, | 


The rougheſt ways their vigour nefer abates, 
Each new aſſault their ſtrength redintegrates. 
When they through mortal blows ſeem to give 
o'er, 
'Their ſtrength by intermitting gathers more. 
And thus they, with unweary*d zeal endu'd, | 
Stillas they journey have their ſtrength renew 
So glorious 1 is the race, that once begun n 


Till all uniting in a glorious band. 


And harp his lofty praiſe in ZLion- land. 


Five car, O God of Jacob. 
Great God of num'rous hoſts, who reigns alone 
The fole poſſeſſor of th* imperial throne; 


Since mental taſtes of thy delicious grace A 


So ſweetly reliſh in thy holy place, * 
This is the ſubject of my tabled pray r, | 
To have the viſion of thy glory there. 


Omniſcient Being, favour my deſire, 
Hide not thy goodnels 1 in paternal ire: IC. 
Why, thou haſt giv'n in an eternal bond; at 
To Jacob and his ſeed thy royal hand, 


His King and covenanted God to be: 
T herefore my hopes are center'd all in thee, 


Ver. 9. Behold, O God our ſhield ; and look upon 
| the face of thine anointed. 


Omnipotent, whoſe armour none can wield, 
Fion's great bucklar and defenſive ſhield ; 
Wrhy pure untainted eyes cannot behold 
eformed mortals in their ſinful mold, 

ndleſs their names be graved on the breaſt 
Hf Lion's holy conſecrated Prieſt. 

hen they his white and gloricus garment wear, 
"hen fin and guilt both wholly diſappear : 
zecauſe o'erwhelmed in the crimſon flood, 

nd ocean of a dying Surety's blood; 

hey alſo, veſted with his radient grace, 

ellect the luſtre of his holy face. | 
hey re not themſelves now, but divinely trim, 
or wholly what they are, they are in him: 
ad hence Jrnovan's all. diſcerning eye 

annot in them eſpy deformity. 


en look on him, Lord; and in him on me. 


er. 10. For a dd ry in thy courts is better than a 
thouſand: T had rather be a door-keeper in the 
vouſe of my God, than to dwell 1 in the tents of 
oickedneſs. 


ay I poſſeſs, as my domeſtic child, 
e houſe that my Jerovan's name is ſtyl'd: 
royal glories deck thoſe courts of thine, 
ich with majeſtic rays ſo brightly ſhine, 
at ſhould my mind preſent an earth of gold 
tull of wordly joys as earth can hold : 
et grace ſo fills thy houſe, I'd grudge to ſpare 
2 moment here, for thouſand ages there. 
[earthly object mall my love confine, 


at Being which poſſeſſes all, is mine, 
Aa | 
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278 | GosPEL SONNETS. Part IV. 
My ſpirit therefore rather would embrace 
The meaneſt office in his holy place, 
And by the threſhold of his houſe within, 
Than fit in ſplendour on a throne of fin. 
In Jeſus courts I'd chooſe the loweſt place, 
At his ſaints feet, ſo I might ſee his face. | 
Yea, tho* my lamp of outward peace would burn 
Moſt brightly, yet I would inceſſant mourn, | 
While in a wicked Meſech I {ojourn. 


Ver. 11. For the Lord God is a fun and fhield: 19 it 
Lord will ide grace and glory; no good thing "| 7 
will be withhoid from them that walk uprighti;, 

1 


For God the Lord, whoſe courts I love to haunt 

Is every thing that empty ſouls can want; 
A ſun for light, a ſhield for ſtrength; yea, more 
On earth he gives his grace, in heav'n his glorelf 
This radient ſun, of life and light the ſource, 
Scatters the ſhades hy circumabient courſe ; \ | 
Yea, guides bemiſted fouls with heartſome beam 


A ———— nm wo 


[bf And glorioully irradiating gleams. | 
"Wh This malsy ſhield is poliſh'd bright with pow VI 
For helping weaklings in a per'lous hour. Wt 
Here's all that weary travellers would have, * 


A ſun to cheriſh, and a ſhield to ſave. 
Grace alſo here is giv'n t' adorn the foul, 
And yield to glory in the heav'nly pole. 
All divine treaſure to the ſaint is due; 
Nothing's deny'd, if truth itſelf be true. 
Ihe treaſure is fo vaſt it can*t be told; 
Nothing that God can give will God with- hol 
| | To whom he doth his ſaving grace impart, HMhe 
To them he gives himſelf, his hand, his heart 
| Uprightneſs too of hears and life does fall 
Ws > Unto their ſhare, who having him, have all, 
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In them the grace he gives, he ſtill regards; 
Gives holineſs, and then his gift rewards. 
For to his own upright and divine brood 
W He's bound to grant ev'n all that's great and good, 
W B's own ſure word, firm oath; and ſacred blood. 


truſteth in thee. 


O then, JæHOVAH, God of armies ſtrong, 
Gabe the pow*rs of earth and heav'n belong; ; 
low vaſtly blefled is the fixed man, 

1 ne by a firm fiducial boldneſs can, [bove, 
brougb grace and ſtrength diſpenſed from a- 
do ſweetly ſcan the height of divine love, 

s to derive his comfort wholly thence, 

und on this rock to found his confidence ! f 
Vhoſe faith was rear'd up for a firm abode 

\ ſtable building on a living God? 

Who, ſpoil'd of human props both great and 
Does chooſe a triune Diety for all? (ſmall 
Vhat ſcrolls of bliſs are in this Al inroll'd, 
too ſublime for ſer aphs to unfold. 

it, human wiſdom, in a deep amarze ! 

et rapid floods of life his glory raiſe, 

time be drown'd in his eternal praiſe, 


fourfold Exerciſe for the BELIIEVER in his 
Lodging on Earth. 


I. Tur HoLy Law ; . 


O R, | 
he Ten Commandments, Exod. xx. 3—17. 


O God but me thou ſhalt adore. 
No image frame to bow before. 

My Holy name take not in vain. 

My ſacred Sabbath don't profane. 


4. 


| Ver. 12. O Lord of hoſts, OO! 10 the man that 
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5. To parents render due reſpect. 

6. All murder ſhun, and malice check. 

7. From filth and whoredom bale abſtain. 
8, From theft and all unlawful gain. 
9. Falſe witneſs flee, and ſland'ring ſpite. 
10. Nor covet what's thy neighbour! 8 right. 


AI. Tur UNHOLY Hra RT, the dire@ pe \ 
to God 4 Bech and righterus law, RO, vil, * 


o R, 
The knowledge of fin by the law, Rom. iii. 20 


"2 


5 Y heart's to many gods a ſlave. 
2. Of Imagery an bideous cave. 

3. And hoard, of God-dithon'ring erimes. 
4. A waſter baſe of holy times, 


5. A throne of pride and ſelf-conceit. 

9. A ſlaugbter-houſe of wrath and hate. C, 
7. A cage of birds and thoughts. unclean 
8. A den of thieves and frauds unſeen. 6 
9. An heap of calumnies unſpent. ®, 


19. A gulf of greed and diſcontent. 


HI. Tur Grontous GospEL; ; 


Chriſt the end of tue law for righteouind ſel 
Rom. x. 4. | 


And the eblolute need of his remedy infem 
from the premiſſes. | W] 


ENCE I conclude and clearly ſee, 
There's by the law no lite for me ; 
Which damn's each foul to endleſs thrall, 
Whaſe heart and life fulfils not all. 
What ſhall I do unleſs for bail 
I from the law to grace appeal ? 


She reigns through Jeſus' righteouſneſs, 
Which giving juſtice full redreſs, 
On grace*s door, this motto grav'd, 

Let ſin be damned, and ſinners Jad 

O wiſdom's deep myſterious way ! 

Lo, at this door I'll waiting ſtay, 

Till fin and hell both paſs away. 

But in this bliſs to ſhew my part, 

Grant, through thy law gray'd in my heart, 
My lite may ſhew thy graving art. 


þ IV. THE. PRAYER OF: FAITH. 
Which may be conceived in the following 
words of a certain Author. 


OO —§Ü —ĩ W 
4 22 8 
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IM tuus in vita, tua ſunt mea funera, Chriſte : 
Da, precor, imperii ſceptra tenere tui. 
Cur etenim, moriens, tot vulnera * zuls Ai, 
Si non ſum regni portio paruo tui? 
Cur rigido latuit tua vita incluſa ſepulchro, 
Si non eft mea mors morte fugata tua ? 
Ergo mihi cartam praſlas, O Chriſte, ſalutem ; . 
Meque tuo lotum ſanguine, Chriſte, juvo. 
Which may be thus Engliſhed k 
Jeſus I'm thine i in life and death, 
Ss Oh let me conqu' ring hold thy throne, 
Why ſhar'd the croſs thy vital breath, 
If not to make me ſhare thy crown ? 
Why laid in jail of cruel grave, 
If not thy death from death me fins? 
hen, Lord, inſure the bliſs I crave, 
Seal'd with thy blood, and ſuccour me- 
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Ang 
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GOSPEL SONNETS. 
PART v. 


The Borwves 8 SOLILOQUY; ſpecially i 
times of de gerlion, . Miction, 4 


: 8 E 2 T. . 
The 2 ted belies der longing 555 perſet 7 


dom 2 fro . 


H! mournful caſe! what can afford 
Contentment, when an abſent Lord 
Will now his kindneſs. neither prove 
By ſmiles of grace, nor lines of love! 
What heart can joy, what ſoul can ſing, 
While winter over-runs the ſpring ? 
J die, yet can't my death condole ; 
Lord, fave a dying, drooping ſoul, | 
In pain yet unconcerr'd I livre 
And languiſh when I ſhould Pave)” 
Lord, if thou ceaſe to come and ſtay, 
My ſoul in fin will pain away. 
In i whoſe ill no tongue can tell, 
To live is death, to die, is hell; 
O ſave, if not from thrall's arteſt. 
Yet ſave me, Lord, from fin at leaſt. 
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Sed. I. The Believer's Soliloquy. 28 3 
This for his merit's ſake I feek, 
Whoſe blood and wounds do mercy ſpeak ; 
Who left the rank of glorious Doom, 
And heav'nly flow*rs for earthly briers, | 

Our Samſon took an holy nap | _. - ji 
Upon our feeble nature's lap: | 
He, wand*ring in a pilgrim's weed, 

Did taſte our griefs, to help our need. 
Earth's fury did upon him light: 

How black was Herod's cruel pits; 
Who, to be ſure of murd' ring one, 
Leſt he be ſpard, did pity none! 
Hell hunts hb Babe, a few days old, 

That came to rifle Satan's fold ; 

All hands purſu*d him ev'n to death, 

That came to fave from ſin and wrath. 

O mercy ! ignorant of bounds! | 
Which all created thought Ty! 
He ran outright a ſaving race — 
For them that unto death him chaſe, 

O fin! how heavy is thy weight, ff 
That preſs*&the glorious God of might, 

Till proftrate on the freezing ground, 
He {;yeat his clotted blood around! 

His hand ihe pond'rous globe does prop, 
This weight nefer made him ſweat a drop: 
But when ſin's load upon him lies, 

He falls and ſweats, and groans and dies. 
Alas! if God ſunk under fin, 
How ſhall the man that dies therein! 
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How deeply down, when to the load p 
He adds the {lighted blood of God? | | 10 
Lord, let thy fal my riſe obtain, , 0 


Iu grievous ſhame my GAN gain; 
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Thy croſs my laſting crown procure, 
Thy death my endleſs life enſure. 
O ſend me down a draught of love! 
Or take me hence to drink above : 
Here Marah's water fills my cup, 
But there all priefs are ſwallow*d up. 
Love here is ſcarce a faint deſire; 
But there the ſpark's a flaming fire. 
Joys here are drops that paſſing flee, 
But there an overflowing fea. 
My faith, that ſeeks ſo darkly here, 
Will there reſign to viſion clear ; 
My hope, that's here a weary groan, 
Will to fruition yield the throne. 
Here tetters hamper freedom's wing, 
But there the captive is a king: 
And grace is like a bury'd ſeed, 
But finners there are ſaints indeed. 
Thy portion's here a crum at beſt, 
But there the Lamb's eternal feaſt : 
My praiſe is now a ſmother'd fire, 
But then Il] ſing and never tire. 
Now duſky ſhadows cloud my day, 
But then the ſhades will flee away: 
My Lord will break the dimming glaſs, 
And ſhew his glory face to face, 
My numrous toes do beat me down, 
But then 3'll wear the victor's crown; 
Yet all the revenues I'll bring 
To Zien's everlaſting King. 


gect. II. The Believer's Soliloquy. 285 
EA. . 
The eren Believers prayer, under complaints of 
unoeltef, * drakneſr, deadneſs, and hardneſs. 


HAT means this wicked, wand'ring 
„heart? 

This treinbling ague of my foul? 

Would Jeſus but a look impart, 

One look from him would make me whole, 
But will he turn to me his face, 

From whom he juſtly did withdraw? 
To me who ſlighted all that grace _ * 
I in my paſt experience ſaw? 

Lord, for thy promiſe ſake, return, 
Apply thy pard'ning cleanſing blood ; 
Look down with pity on a worm, - F 

With cov'nant mercy do me good, 
When thy tree Sp'rit the word applies, 

And kindly tells me thou art mine, 

My faithleſs ſinking heart replies, 

Ah, Lord! I with I could be thine. 
My taith's ſo *nighted in my doubts, 

I calt the offer'd good away; 

And loſe, by raiſing vain diſputes, 

The wonted bletlings of the day, 
Was e'er one preſs'd with ſuch a load. 

Or pierc'd with ſuck an unſeen dart: 
To find at once an ablent God, 

And yet, alas! a careleſs heart. 
Such grief as mine, a griefleſs grief, 

Did ever any mortal ſhare! 

An hopeleſs hope, a faithleſs life, 

Or ſuch unwonted careleis care? 
'Tis fad, Lord! when for night's ſolace, 

Nor moon, nor ſtar y gleamis appear; 
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Yet worſe, when in his diſmal caſe 
My heart is harden*d from thy fear 
Twas not becauſe no ſhow*rs did flow 
Of heavinly manna at my door; 
But by my folly Fm into 
A worſe condition than before. 
Come, Lord, with greater pow*r; for Why, 
Mine, fure, is not a common caſe: 
Thou offer'ſt to unvail; 8 
Do ſcarce incline to ſee thy face. 
Such languid faint defires I feel 
Within this wicked ſtupid 3 
I ſhould, 1 would, but that I will 
I bardly dare with truth affert. 
O to be free of that vile wrack, 
That baſely Keeps me from my God ! 
I flee from thee, Lord ; bring me back 
By tender love, or py thy rod. 
In paths of righteouſnels direct, 
New proofs of thy remiffion give; 
Then of thy name I'll mention make 
With greater praiſes will I ve. 
On bank's of mercy's boundleſs deep, 
With ſweeter eate III ſcar and fing, 
Than kings of feather'd hoſts, that ſweep 
The oozy ſhore with'eaiy wing. 
But if thy mind omniſclent know 
I'm for this ablent Uliſs unfit, 
Give grace to hate my ſins, and to 
I ᷑eir righteous puniſhment ſubmit, 
But let me ne'er thy Spirit lack. 
That by his aid my pray ers may come 
Before him, who can wiſely make 
Evin diſtance lead his people home. 


ect. III. The Believer's Soliloguy. 28 
Deep wiſdom can my foul prepare, 
By preſent woes for abſent bliſs. 
By acid griefs that now I ſhare, 
He can convey the joys I miſs, 
Who all from nothing's womb diſelosd, 
Can make th' amazing product ceaſe; 
With him our order is confus'd, 
By him confuſion brings forth peace, 
Then, Lord, ne'er let me baſely ſpurn 
Againſt thy ſearchleſs unknown ways; 
But magnify thy work and turn f 
My groans and murmurs into praiſe. 
Let me ſubmiſſive, while I live, 
Thy awful juſtice own with fear: 
Yet penſive let me never grieve 
Thy tender mercy by deſpair. 
Since though by fin I foully ſwery'd, 
And lewdly from my glory fell, 
I'm chaſten'd here and not reſerv'd 
I To feel the weight of fin in hell. 
Thy high right hand's once joyful days 
In my diſtreſs I'll call to mind; 
And own that all my darkeſt ways 
Will 0 prove thee good and kind. 


SECT; I 


[be Believer wading thro deeps of deſertion ani 
corruption. 


ORD, -when thy face thou hid'ſt, 
And leavſt me long to plore, 
1 Rabel doubt of all thou didit 
And wrought'{t for me before. 
No marks of love I find, 5 
No grains of grace, but wracks; 
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288 SGospkl. SONNETS. Part V. 
No track of heav'n 1s left behind, | 
No groan, no ſmoaking flax. 
But ſay, if all the guſts 
And grains of love be ſpent, 
Say, Farewell Chriſt, and welcome luſts : 
Stop, ſtop ; 1 melt, I faint. 
Lord, yet thou haſt my heart, 
This bargain black I hate; 
I dare not, cannot, will not part 
With thee at ſuch a rate. 
Once like a father good, | 
| Thou didſt with grace perfume ; : 
Waſt thou a father to conclude 
With dreadful judge's doom? 
Confirm thy former deed, 
Reform what is defil'd ; 
I was, I am, FL] ſtill abide 
Thy choice, thy charge, thy cha. 
Love-ſeals thou didſt impart, 
Lock d up in mind I have; 
Hell cannot raze out of my heart 
What heav'n did there ingrave. 
Thou once didſt make me whole 
By thy almighty hand; 
Thou mad: me vow and gift. my ſoul ; 
Both vow and gift ſhall ſtand. 
But, fince my folly groſs, 
My joyful cup did pl, 
Make me the captive of thy croſs, 
Submiſſive to thy will. 
Self 1 in myſelf I hate, 
That's matter of my groan ; 
Nor can I rid me from the mate 
That cauſes me to moan. 


= St. IV. The Behever's Soliloguy. Ul 
| O frail, unconſtant fleſh! | FR 
Soon trapt in every gin; | FA 
Soon turn'd, o'erturn'd, and fo a-freſh 1 
Plung'd in the gulf of ſin. wh 
Shall I be ſlave to fin. _ Dy * 
My Lord's moſt bloody foe! 


I feel its pow'rful ſway within, 
How long ſhall it be fo? 
How long, Lord ſhall I ſtay ? 
| How long in Meſech here? 
Diſhonouring thee from day to day, 
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Whoſe name's to me ſo dear? 4] 
While fin, Lord, breeds my grief, a 
And makes me ſadly pine ; 1 
With blinks of grace, O grant relief? i | 
Till beams of glory thine. | 1 
SECT. IV. 1 


Complaint of fin, ſorrow, and want of love. 


on a on 
- * N 
* 


] 

4 
F black doom by deſert ſhould go, 1 
Then, Lord, my due deſert is death; hy 
Which robs from ſouls immortal joy, ii 
And from their bodies mortal breath. 4 
But in fo great a Saviour, iN 
Can e'er fo baſe a worm's annoy 11 3 
Add any glory to thy pow'r, ö 1 
Or any gladneſs to thy joy? | {1 
Thou juſtly may'ſt me doom to death, EY 
And everlaſting flames of fire; * 
But on a wretch to pour thy wrath 1 
Can never ſure be worth thine ire. wn 
Since Jeſus the atonement was, 4 
Let tender mercy me releaſe; Us 
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Let him be umpire of my cauſe, 
And paſs the gladſome doom of peace. 


Let grace forgive, and love forget 


My baſe, my vile apoſtacy ; 
And temper thy deſerved hate 
With love and mercy toward me. 
The ruffling winds and raging blaſts 
Hold me in conſtant cruel chaſe ; 


T hey break my anchors, ſails, and maſts, 


Allowing no repoſing place. 


The boiſt'rous ſeas with ſwelling floods, 


On ev'ry ſide againſt me fight. 
Heav'n, overcaſt with ſtormy clouds, 
Dims all the planet's guiding light. 
The helliſh furies lie in wait, 
To win my ſoul into their pow'r ; 
To make me bite at ev'ry bait, 
And thus my killing bane devour. 
I lie inchain'd in fin and thrall, 
Next border into black deſpair ; 5 
Till grace reſtore, and of my fall 
The doleful ruins all repair. | 
My hov'ring thoughts would flee to glore, 
And neſtle ſafe above the {ky ; 
Fain would my tumbling ſhip. aſhore 
At that fure anchor quiet lie. 
But mounting thoughts are haled down 
With heavy poiſe of corrupt load; 
And bluſt'ring ſtorms deny with frown 
An harbour of ſecure abode. 


| To drown the weight that wakes the blaſt, 


Thy fin-ſubduing grace afford; 
The ſtorm might ceaſe, could I but caſt 
This troublous Jonah over-broad. 
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Set. IV. The Believer's Soliloquy. 291 
Baſ? fleſh, with fleſhly pleaſures gain'd, _.. 


Sweet grace's kindly ſuit declines; 
When mercy courts me. for its friend, 
Anon my ſordid fleſh repines. 
Soar up, my foul, to Tabor hill, 
Caſt off this lothſome prefling load; 
Long 1s the date of thine exile, 
While abſent from the Lord, thy God. 
Dote not on earthly weeds and toys, 
Which do not, cannot ſuit thy taſte: 
The flowers of everlaſting j Joys. 
Grow up apace for thy repaſt. 
Sith that the glorious God above 
In Jeſus bears a love to thee ; 
How baſe, how bratiſh is thy love 
Ot any being leſs than he? 
Who for thy love did chuſe thy grief, 
Content in love to live and die: 
Who lov'd thy love more than his life. 
And with this life thy love did buy. 
Since then the God of richeſt love 
With thy poor love enamour'd is; 


How high a crime will thee reprove 


If not enamour'd deep with his? 


Since on the verdant field of grace 


His love daes thine ſo hot purſue: 
Let love meet love with chaſte embrace, 
Thy mite a thouſand- fold is due. 


| Rife love, thou early heav'n and ling, 


Young little dawn of endleſs day : 
I'll on thy mounting fiery wing 


In joyful raptures melt away. 
B b 2 
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292 R SONNETS. Part V. 
SECT. V. 


The deſerted Soul's prayer for the Lord's graciouy 
and fin-ſubduing preſence. | 


IND Jeſus, come in love to me, 
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1 And make no longer ſtay; | 

J. Or elſe receive my ſoul on thee, : 

|| That breathes to be away. 

MAS A Lazar at thy gate [ lie, 'F 

{i As well it me becomes, 

Be For children's bread aſham'd to cry; , I 

18 O grant a dog the crumbs. | 4 

14 My wounds and rags my need proclaim, q 

A Thy needful help inſure: $ 

ll My wounds bear witneſs that I'm lame, 2 

. My rags that I am poor. 2 
1 Thou many at my door doft feed 3 


With mercy, when diftreſt ; 

O wilt thou not ſhew an alms deed 
To me among the reſt? 

None elle can give my foul relief, 
None elſe can eaſe my moan, 

But he whole abſence is my grief: 
All other joys be gone. 

How can I ceaſe from ſad complaint, 
How can I be at reſt ! 

My mind can never be ent 
Lo want my noble gueſt. 

Drop down, mine eyes and never tire, 
Ceaſe not on any terms, OR 

Until I have my heart's deſire, 

My Lord within mine arms. 

My heart, my hand, my ſpirits fail, 
When biding on he goes; 
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My fleſh, my foes, my laſts prevail 
And work my daily woes. | 

When ſhall I ſee that glorious fight 
Will all my fins deſtroy ? 

That Lord of love, that lamp of light, 
Will baniſh all annoy? _ 


O could I but from ſinning ceaſe, 


And wait on Piſgah's hill, 
Until I ſee him face to face, 
Then ſhould my ſoul be till. 
But fince corruption cleaves to me 
While I in Kedar dwell; _ 
O give me leave to long for thee, 
For abſence 1s a hell. | 
Thy glory ſhould be dear to me, 
Who me ſo dear haſt bought: 
O ſave from rend'ring ill to thee 
For good which thou haſt wrought. 
With fear I crave, with hope I cry, 
Oh promis'd favour ſend ; 
Be thou thyſelf, though changeling I 
Ungratefully offend. 
Out of my way remove the lets, 
- Cleanſe this polluted den; 
Tender my fuits, cancel my debts : 
Sweet Jeſus, ſay, Amen. 


S ECT VE: 


Fil ſong of Heaven deſired by Saints on earth. 


A URORA vails her roſy face 
When brighter Phoebus takes her place; 
So glad will grace reſign. her room, 
Lo glory in the heav'nly home, 
"Rb. 
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294 GosPEL SONNETS. Part V. 
Happy the company that's gone | 
From croſs to crown, from thrall to throne; 
How loud they ſing up to the ſhore, 
To which they ſail'd in heart before ! 
Bleſsd are the dead, yea, faith the Lord, 
That die in Chriſt the liuin Lord, 
And on the other fide of death 
Thus joyful ſpend their praiſing breath: 
Death from all death has ſet. us free, 
« And will our gain for ever be; 
« Death loos'd the maſſy chains of woe, 
To let the mournful captives go. 
PD eath is to us a ſweet repoſe; 
„% The bud was op'd to ſhew the roſe ; 
« The cage was broke to let us fly, 
« And build our happy neſt on high. 
Lo, here we do triumphant reign, 
« And joyful ſing in lofty ſtrain : 
« Lo, here we reſt and love to-be, 
« Enjoying more than faith can ſee. F 
„ The thouſandth part we now behold, 
©: By mortal tongues was never told; 4 
Mie got a taſte, but now above 
We forage in the fields of love. 
% Faith once ſtole down a diſtant kiſs, 
& Now love cleaves to the cheek of bliſs: 
« Beyond the fears of more miſhap 
« We gladly reſt in glory's lap. 
« Earth was to us a ſeat of war, 
In thrones of triumph now we are. f 
«© We long to ſee our Jeſus dear, Z 
And ſought him there, but find him wee 5 
« We walk in white without annoy, 5 
1 In glorious — of joy: 
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And crown'd with everlaſting bays, 
We rival Gherubs in their praiſe. 
No longer we complain of wants, 
We ſee the glorious King of ſaints, 
Amidit His joyful hoſts around, x 
With all the divine glory crown'd: 
We ſee him at his table head 
With living water, living bread, 
His cheerful gueſts inceflant load 
With ail the plenitude of God. 

We ſee the holy flaming fires, 
Cherubic and ſer aphic quires ; 


And gladly join with thoſe on high, 


To warble prazſe eternally. 
Glory to God that here we came, 


And glory to th2 glorious Lamb. 


Our light, our lite, our joy, our all 
Is in our arms, and ever ſhall. 

Our Lord is ours, and we are his; 
Vea, now we ſee him, as he is: 
And hence we like unto him are, 
And full his glorious image ſhare. 
No darkneſs now, no dilmal night, 
No vapour intercepts the light : 
We ſee for ever face to face, 

The higheſt Prince in higheſt place. 


This, this, does heav'n enough afford, 


We are for ever with the Lord : 
We want no more, for all is giv*n ; 3 
His preſence is the heart of heay* n.“ 


While thus 1 laid my liſt'ning ear 
Cloſe to the door of heav'n to hear; 
And then the ſacred page did view, 
Which told me all I heard was true; 
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Vel hew'd me that the heav'nly fong | 


Surpaiics every mortal tongue, 


With fach unutterable ſtrains | 


As none in feit'ring fleſh attains ; 
Then aid I. O to mount away, 

« And leave this clog of heavy clay! 
« Let wines of time more haſty fly, 

„% That I may join the ſongs on high.“ 
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CoS PEL SONNET S. 
PART VI. 


TRE Wr 8 PaixcirLEs, 


CONCERNING 


1. CREATION and REDEMPTION: 

2. Law and GosPEL, 

3. JUSTIFICATION and SANCTIFICATION. 
4. FAITH and SENSE. | 

5, HEAVEN and EARTH. 


| CHAT . 
he BELIIVIR's PRINCIPLES concerning 
Creation and Redemption; or, Some of the 
firſt principles of the Oracles of Go. 


S EC EF: 
Of CREATION. 


4 he firſt chapter of Geneſis compendized; or, 


Latin lines, Engliſhed. 


NI dies celum, et terram, lucemgue, creavity 


Altera diRemntdit ſpatium, arſe rimen aquarum, 
it ſecernens undas, dat gramina terirs, + ; 
_ 7 creat {lem et lunam, cœlgſtiaque aſtra. 
inte dedit piſces, eadem genus omne volamtum. 


7: pecudes, Bominem guoque quem Deus ipſe 
lis; id. oper fo requle, Tux [T tima Ju, i it. 
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298 OA | GogpeL SONNETS. Part VI, | 
In Engll Via thus : 


1. The firſt day heav'n, earth, light, Jenovaifi | 
| ſent. | 
2. The next, a water-ſundring firmament. 
3. £5 be third made dry land ſpring with flown 
- pride. g 
4. The fourth ſet up bright lamps, time to divide 
5. The fifth brought ſwimming. fiſh and flying 
6 


| 
i 
! 


fowl. -. 3 

6. The” ſixth, earth's herds, and man to ben 8 
. the rule. 4 
7. The ſeventh brought forth no more, yi 
brought the beſt, F 

The lab' ring creature's and Creator s reſt, 


: Or thus: 
The firſt day at Jenovan's word, 
Did heav'n and earth, and light afford, 


The next, a firmament ſo wide 
As might the water's courſe divide. 


The third, ſevering land from ſeas, 
Made _garth produce herbs, graſs, and tren 


The fourth, ſun, moon, and ſtars of light, 1 
Set up to rule the day and night. 


The fifth made fiſh in depths to move, 
And towls to fly in air above. 


The ſixth all earthly beaſts did bring, 
And man to be the creature's king. 


The ſeventh of all theſe days the beſt, 
Was made for God and man to re/t, 


Redemption-work doth bring again, 
Pig firſt of theſe to be the main; 
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Fetching new heav'ns and earth in fol | 
| And immortality to light. 

Since then the firſt is now the beſt, 

Keep well this pledge of endleſs reſt. 


Tat SUM OF Carrion. 


All things from nothing, to their Sov'reign 


Fair in his eye the whole creation ftood ; 
ee ſaw the building. and pronounc'd it good. 

= nd now each work, (while nature's fabric 
ſtands) 
oud for its wiſe and mighty Lord demands 
rent of praite, a loud and lofty ſong, 
rom ev'ry rational beholder's tongue. 


SECT. Ii. 
Of REDEMPTION. 


Tn: myſtery of the Redeemer's incarnation ; 
or, Cod manifeſted in the fleſh, x Tim. iii. 16. 
John i. 14. 


7 \ Riſe up and form a pyramid ? (dread 
Though floods ſhould guſh from rocks and 
Or living fouls from wither'd bones? [ftones, 
To hear of an incarnate God, 
ls yet more wonderful and odd; 
or to behold how God moſt high 

Could in our nature breath and die. 
What though the bright angelic forms 
Degraded were to crawlng worms? 


Dbedient role at his commanding word. (Lord 
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Theſe creatures were but creatures ſtil], 
Transform'd at their Creator's will. 
Though creatures change a thouſand ways, 
It cannot ſuch amazement raiſe, 
Nor ſuch a ſcene as this diſplay, 

Th eternal woRD à piece of clay. 
God-man a ſtrange contexture fix d; 
Yet not confuſed nor commix'd; 
Yet ſtill a myſtery great and freſh, 
A Spirit infinite made Fefb. 

What though when nething heard his call, 

Nothing obey d and brought forth all? 
What though he nothing's brood maintain, 

Or all annihilate again? 

Let nothing into being paſs, 

Or back again to what it was? 
But, lo! the God of beings here, 
As turned to nothing doth appear. 
All heav'n's aſtoniſh'd at his form, 
The mighty God became a worm. 
Down Arian pride to him ſhall bow, 
He's Jeſus and Jznovan too. 


Tur SUM of REDEMPTION. 


With haughty mind to Godhead manaſp 'Y 2 
With living mind our manhood God deſir a 
Man was by pride from place of pleaſure chasf 
God-man by love in greater pleaſure plac 
Man ſeeking to aſcend procur'd our fall, 
God yielding to deſcend remoy*d our thru 
The judge was caſt, the guilty to acquit, 
The Sun defaced to lend the ſhades the lil 


| 
} 


Chap. | J. 


The Believer's Principles. 
Ser. 


THE REDEEMER'S Wort; 
OR, 


demption. 


| weſtion. 
IND teacher, may I come to learn 
In this abrupt addreſs, 
By framing queſtions that concern 


My endleſs happineſs ? 
Anſwer. 


8 Yea, child? but if you'd learn to run 


The great ſalvation- race, 
Know that the name of Chrit alone 
Can anſwer ev'ry caſe. 
Q. By fin, my God) and all is loft, 
O where may God be found ? 


A. In Chriſt ; for ſo the Holy Ghoſt 


© by by the joyful ſound. 


Bur how will God with finful me 


Again be reconcil'd? 

4, In Chriſt; in whom his grace to thee 
And favour is reveal'd. | 

Q O how ſhall 1 a ſharer prove, 
And lee his glorious grace ? 


A. In Chriſt, the image of his love, 


And brightneſs of his face. | 
Q. Where ſhall I ſeek all divine ſtore, 
And without fail obtain; 


A. la Chrift, in whom for evermore 


His fulneſs does remain. 
| Ce - == 70 
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Cuxlsr all in all, and our complete Re- 
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302 GospEL SONNETS. Part VI 
Q. But how ſhall I eſcape and flee 
"The avenging wrath of God ? 
A. In Chriſt, who bore upon the tree 
That whole amazing load. 
. Alas! I'm daily apt to ſtray, 
How ſhall I heav'nward make? 
A. Through Chriſt the conſecrated Way, 
Deſign'd for thee to take. 
Ah! where's my title, right, or elaim, 
To that eternal bliſs? 
A. In Chriſt alone, that glorious name, 
The Lord our righteouſneſs. 
But who unfit can enter there, 
Or with ſuch naſty feet ? 
A. Chriſt by his blood preſents thee fair, 
His Spirit makes thee meet. 
Q. May'nt my ſpirit, weak as graſs, 
Fail eter it reach the length-? 
A. Jeſus the Lord thy righteouſneſs 
Will be the Lord thy ftrength. 
Q. May'nt helliſh hoſts, and wicked foes, 
Sore by the way moleſt? 
A. Chriſt is a friend to bridle thoſe, 
And give the weary r#/t. 1 
Q May' nt guilty conſcience loudly brand, 1 
And all my comfort chace? 1 
A. Chriſt with a pardon in his hand 
Can ſhew his ſmiling face. 
But how can divine mercy vent, 
Where fins are great and throng ? 
A. Chriſt is the channel with deſcent 
That mercy runs along. 
But may not ju/tice interpoſe, 
And ſtand in mercy's way? 
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A. Jeſus did all the debt thou owes 
To divine Juſtice pay. —_ 
Q. Where ſhall mine eyes the pardon ſpy, 
Unto my ſaving good ? 
A. In Chriſt's free promz/e lee it lie, 
In his atoning blood. 
Q. What ground have I to truſt and ſay, 
The promiſe is not vain ? 
A. In Chritt the promiſes are Tea, 
In him rhey are Amen. 
But where is Chriſt himſelf, 0 where 
1 ich promiſes ſo ſweet? 
. Chriſt's in the promiſes, and there 
— faith and he may meet. 
Is Chriſt in them, and they in Chriſt ; - 
"How ſhail-E this diſcry ? | 
A. His blood and Spirit therein Iiſt 
Jo heal and to apply. 
Q. Gainſt legal fiery threats of wrath, 
Pray, what defence is beſt?? 
. Chritts full obedience, ey'd by faith; 
There ſhould the guilty reſt. - 
Q. But how ſhall hit be had? Alas! 
[ find I can't believe. 
A. Chriſt is the author of that grace, 
And faith is his to give. 
Ah! when may faithleſs I cm 
f "He'll ſuch a blits bequearh ? 
A. He will of unbelief convict, 
And pave the way tor faith. _ 
. Repentance muſt attend, but whence 
| Shall I this grace receive! 
4. Chriſt is exalted as a prince 
All needful grace to give. 
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. How can ſo vile a lump of duſt 
Heart-holineſs expect? 
A. Chriſt by his holy Spirit muſt 
This gradual change effect. 
. How ſhall I do the works aright, 
Tm daily bound unto ? 


A. Chrift in thee by his Spirit's might, 


Works both to will and do. 
How ſhall my malgdies be heal'd, 
So ſore moleſting me! | 
A. Chriſt is the great phyſician ſeal'd, 
The Lord that healeth thee. 
Q. By prayer J ought to ſeek his face, 
This courſe how ſhall I drive? 
A. Tis Chriſt alone that has the grace 
And fp'rit of pray'r to give. 
. Salvation-work 1s great and high, 
Alas! what ſhall Ido? 


A. Chriſt as the Alpha thereof eye, | 


And the Omega too. 
. What pillar then is moſt Genre | 
o build my hope upon ? - 


4. Chriſt only the foundation-ſure. 


The living corner-ſtone. 
When I'm with black pollution ftain'd, 
How ſhall I cleanſed be! 
A. Chrift is a fountarn for that end 
Set open wide for thee. 
W hat fhall 1 do when plagues 8 
"With forrows, griefs, and fears? 


A. Chriſt has a bal/am for thy wounds, 
A Sortle for thy tears. 
. But is there any help for one 
"x hat urterly is loſt? 


Chap. I. The Believer's Principles. 305 
A. Chriſt ſaves from ſin, and he alone, = 
Ev'n to the uttermo/t. 
Q. But where ſhall I be ſafe at laſt 
BY rom Hell and endlets death! | 
. Chriſt is a refuge from the blaſt 
"of everlaſting wrath. ' 
Q. But may'nt ev'n nat'ral death to me 
Become a dreadful thing! PRES 
A. Chriſt by his death, in love to thee, 
Did ev'ry death unſting. 
Q. Why, Sir, 1s Chriſt the whole you ſay? 
No anfwer elſe I find. 
A. Becauſe, were Chriſt our all away, 
There's nothing left behind. | 
How can he anſwer ev'ry caſe, - 
"And help in ev'ry thrall ? | 
4. Becauſe he is the Lord of grace, 
Jzhovan all in all. 
Q. How is he preſent to ſupply, 
And to relieve us thus? J 
A. Becauſe his glorious name is nigh, 
IMMANUEL, God with us. 
Has he alone all pow'r to ſave, 
Is nothing left to man? 
A, Yea, without Chriſt we nothing have,” , 
Without him nothing can, | 
. May'nt ſome from hence take 1 
And room their luſts to pleaſe; 5 
If Chriſt do all, then very good. 
7 us take carnal Eds": - i . 
. Chriſt will in flaming vengeance come,” . 
"Win fury in his face, 
To damn his foes that dare preſume, 


And. thus abuſe his grace, - 
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SECT: IV. 


Faith. and Works both excluded from the matter 
of Juſtification befare God, the? redemption. may 
appear to be only in Chriſt. 


| "HO: dare an holy God addreſs, 
Y V With-an unholy righteouſneſs > 


Who can endure his awful probe, 
Without perfection for their robe ?. 
None could his great tribunal. face, 
Were faith itſelf their faireſt dreſs: 
Faith takes the robe, but never brags 
q Itſelf has ought but filthy rags. © 
== Faith claims no ſhare, and works far led 
2 In juſtice-pleafing righteouſneſs ;. : 
The ſervant were to be abhorr'd, 
Would claim the glory of his Lord. 
Blaſphemous unbelief may in : 
The praiſes of the worthy Lamb: 
But faith diſclaiming all its beſt, 
Not on itſelf, but Chriſt, will reſt. 
I'm ſav'd and juftify' by faith, 
Which yet no laving value hath; 
Nor cer pretends to ſave from thrall 
But in its object has its all. 
Tis· Chriſt alone ſaves guilty me, 
And makes my right to life ſo free, 
That in hiraſelf it ſtands alone: 
Faith takes the right, but, gives me none. 
I. dare not act with this intent, 
For acts of mine to draw the rent; 8 
Nor do good works with this deſign, 
Io vin the crown * works of mine. 
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I'd thus the promis'd grace forſake, 


Nor Jeſus for my Saviour take; 


Vea, thus would dreadtully preſume, 
And work. mine own eternal doom. 
Preſumption cannot riſe more high, 
Td make the truth of God a. lie: 


The God of truth a har too; 


What more miſchief could Satan do? 


— 


Why, I'd diſcredit God's record 
Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, 
His glorious and eternal Son, 
Whoſe blood has life eternal won, 
In him, ſays God, this life I give, 
In him ſhall therefote men believe. 
My gift embracing in their arms: 


None fhall be ſav'd on other terms. 


Vain man muſt ſtoop and freely take, . 
Or elle embrace a burning lake: 
Proud nature muſt ſubmit to grace, 
And to the divine righteouſneſs. 


In vain. on works our hope is built, 


Our actions nothing are but guilt :- 
The beſt obedience of our pwn 

Dare not appear before his- throne. 
What finite worm can bear the load. 
The fury of an angry God? 

What mortal vigour can withſtand: 
The vengeance of his lifted. hand? 
The law can never ſave us now, 

To damn is all that it can do. 

Heav'n caſts all righteouſneſs of ours 5 : 
The law of works is out of doors. 

No merit, money, more or leſs, 


Can buy the gift of righteouſneſs ö 
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308 . GosPEL SONNETS, | Part VI, 
O may I take what heav'n does give: 
Jznovan help me to believe; 
And in that righteouineis to truſt, 
Which only makes a finner juſt. 
And then the truth of faith to prove, 
Lord, make my faith to work by love. 


e HAP. III. 


The BeLIEVERS n concerning 
the Law and Goſpel ; 


PARTICULARLY, 


I. Te Myſtery- 


2. The Difference : WS : 
| of Law. and Gospkl. 
: The Harmony e 


g. The Place. and Station : | Y 


| 8 E 8 . 
The My/tery of Law. and Goſpel. 


CY 


Abd... - 


"HOUGH law commands and goſpel-grace 
Agree in mutual joint embrace as - 
Yet law and goſpel in a ſhock. 
Can never draw an equal yoke: Þ. 


— 


2 Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law throug ra 
faith, God forbid : yea, we eſtabliſh' the law. Gal. iii. 2 
Is the law then againſt the promiſes of God? God forbid : to 
if there had been a law given which could-tave given life, veſf 
rily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the lam. | 

5 Plal. exxx. 3. 4. If thop, Lord, {ho uidſt mark iniquities 
O Lord, who ſhall and ? Bur there is forgireneſs with thee 
that thou mayeſt be feared. v. 77 8. Let Iſrael hope in thi 
Lord: tor with the Lord there is -mercy, and with hin i 


Chap. II. The Bcliever's Principlet, zog 
The law of works, the law of grace, 
Can't ftand together in one place; 
The brighter ſcene deſtroys the dark, 
As Dagon fell before the ark c. 
They harmonize like marry'd pairs d, 
Yet are at odd's, and keep not ſquares e: 


plenteous redemption. And he ſhall redeem Iſrael from all his 
miquitiess And cxliii. 3. O Lord enter not into judgment 
with thy fervant : for in thy fight ſhall no man living be julti- 
fied. v. 8. Cauſe me to hear thy loving kindvel in the 
morning, for in thee do I truſt: cauſe me to know the way 
wherein I ſhould walk, for I lift up my foul unto thee. 

c Rom. vi. 14, 15. Sin ſhall not haye dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the Jaw, but under grace. What then : 
ſhall we fin becauſe we are not under the law, but under grace? 
God forbid. Chap vii. 4, 5, 6. Wherefore my brethren, ye 
alſo are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt :- that 
ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is. raited 
from the dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. For 
when we were in the fleſh, the motions of ſin which were by 
the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unta 
death. Bur now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we were held; that we ſhould ſerve in newnels 
of Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the latter. 2 Cor. iii. 
5. — 10. But if the miniſtration of death written and engraver 
n ſtones, was glorious, fo that the children of Iſrael could not 
edfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for the glory of his coun- 
2nance, which glory was to be done away: how fthall not the 
Hiniſtration of the Spirit, be rather glorious ? For if the mini- 
ration of righteouſveſs be glory, much more doth the mini- 
tration of righteouſneſs exceed in glory. For even that 
hich was made glorious, had no glory in this reſpect, by rea- 
on of the glory that excelleth _ . 

d Gal. iii. 24. Wherefore the law was our fchoolmaſter to 

ing us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith. _ 
e Rom. xi. 6. And if the [election be] by grace, then it is no 
pore of works: otherwiſe grace is no more grace. But if it 
of works, then it is no more grace: otherwiſe work is ne. 
ore work, 8 
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GosPEL SoNNETS, Part. VI. 
As mercy ſtands from 8 
The /etter aud the ſhurit jar . 

The law. does gofpel-comforts harm 
The goſpel breakes the legal arm g; 
Vet both exalt each other's horn, 
And garlauds bring their heads t' adorn þ. 
I] to:ough rhe.law am dead fo it, 
To legal works and ſelf. conccit 7; 
Yet, lo! through goſpel-grace I live, 
Aud to the law due honour give &. 
The law great room for boaſting makes, 
But grace my pride and boaſting breaks /; 


] 
2 Cor. iii 6, Phe letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life, 
2 Heb. ü. 15. And deliver them who through fear of death 1 
were all their lifetime ſubject to bondage. Phil. iii, 7. 8.8 
But what things were gain to me, thoſe 1 counted tofs for v 
Chriſt. Vea, doubtleſs and I count all things. but loſs, for „ Y 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: 0 
whom I have ſuffe red the loſs of all things, and do count 100 
but dung that I may wio Chriſt, and be found in him, nut C 
having mise OWN righicouſneſs, which is of the law, bur, that y 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which 
is of God by faith. it 
h Gal. ii. 19. For I through the law am dead to the la in 
that 1 might life unto God. fl 
i Rom. vii. 6. But now we are delivered from the law, that W 
being dead wherein we were held; that we ſhculd ſerve nl 
newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the nels of the letter. v. 9. ye 
For I was alive without the law once: but when the com v: 
| mandment came, fin revived, and I died. Y Sie 
E Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore my brethren, ye alſo are become th: 
dead to the Jaw by the body of Caril; that we ſhould be ma 
ried to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead, tha jul 
we ſhould bring forth fruit unt> God. And x. 4. Chriſt is un 
end of the lay for righteouſneſs to every one that belicveth. 
Rom. ti. 27. Where is boaſting then? It is excluded, Þ c 


what law? of works? Nay; but by the law of faith, 


Chap. II. The Baer S Principler. 311 


Vet all my boaſts the law does Kill m. 
And grace makes room to boaſt my fill ꝝ. 
The golpel makes me keep the law o, 
Yet from its painful ſervice draw p: 

It does all law-demands fulfil g, 
Yet makes them wholly void and null "i 
The goſpel gives me no command /, 
Yet by obeying it I ſtand . 


m Rom. iii. 19. Now we know that What thin ſoevyer the 
law ſaith, it faith to them who are under the law: that e- 
very mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. 

n 1 Cor. i. 29, 30, 31. That no fleſh ſhould glory in = 
preſence. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is 
made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſnels, and ſandtification 
and redemption : that according as it is writen, He that 
glofieth let him glory in the Lord. 

o Vitus ii. 11, 12. For the grace of God that ac fal- 
vation hath appeared to all men : teaching us, that "denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 

þ Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt therefore in the liberty therewith 


yoke of bondage. | 
7 Rom. viii. 3, 4. For what the law could not * in that 
it was weak through the fleſh, God did, ſending his own Son, 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the 
fleth : that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the law, but after the Spirit. 
| 7 Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you : for 
ye are not under the law, but under grace. Gal. iv. 4, 5. But 
when the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his 
Son made a woman, made under the law to redeem them 
oil that were under the law. | 
nds / Gal. iii. 8. And the ſcripture forſeeing that God would 
daß Juſtify the Heathen through faith, preached before the goſpel 
unto Abraham, ſaying in thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. 


s Mark xyi. 6. * that believeth and 18 baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved. 


Chiiſt hath made us free, and be not entangled un; with the 
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312  GosPEL SONNETS. Part VI. 
To ſtrict obedience though it call eg, 
Does bind to none, but promiſe all u, 
The law does ſtrict commandment give 
That I the goſpel news believe v; 
But yet it teaches no ſuch thing. 
Nor efer could goſpel tidings bring v. 
When I the goſpel truth believe, 
Obedience to the law I give x, 
And when I don't the law* obſerve, 


I from the goſpel method ſwerve y. 


r £27 Theſſ. i. 7. 8. The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
keaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking venge- 
ance on them that know not God, and that obey not the goſ- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
& John iii. 17. God ſent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world: but that the world through him might be 
ſaved. And xii. 47. Aud if any man hear my words and be- 
lieve not, 1 judge him not: for I came not to judge the 
world but to ſave the world. Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. For 
this is the covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael 
after thoſe days, faith the Lord; I will put my laws into 
their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to 
them a- God. and they will be to me a people. And they 
ſhall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man this 
brother, ſaying Know the Lord : for all ſhall know me from 
the leaſt to the greateſt. For I will be merciful to their un- 
righteouſneſs, and their fins and their iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more. b 
v John iii. 18. He that believeth on him is not condemn- 
ed: but he that beliereth not, is condemned already, becauſe 
- x6 not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
ey Rom. x. 5. For Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which 
is of the law, That the man which doth thoſe things, ſhall 
live by them. And iii. 19. Now we know that what things 
ſoever the law ſaith, it faith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may be 
come guilty before God. | | | 
John 1ii. +18. He that belieyeth on him, is not condemned. 
by Viz. Arit is a rule. | 


Chap. It. Type Believers P, e 


Vet if! do the law + obey, 
I am not in the goſpel way z, 
Which does to new obedience draw a,” 
Yet is the goſpel no new law 6. 
As precepts to the law belong, 

Vet in the goſpel field are throng c. 
Curd ev'ry goſpel ſlighter is d, | 
Yet all its office is to ble/s e. 


y Titus, i 11. 1 I, 12. Se hitter o fore cited. 

+ Viz. As it it a covenant. \ 

2 Gal. v. 3, 4. For I tcſtity again to every. 1 man that is 
circumciſed, that he is a debtor to the whole law. Chriſt is 
become of no effect unto you, whoſoever of 150 are juſtiſied 
by the law ; ye are fallen from grace, 

4 Rom. xvi. 25, 26.— The myſtery which was kept ſecret 


fince the world began—now - is made manifeſt, and by the 
ſcriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of 


the everlaſting God, made known to all nations. for the obedi- 
ence of faith. 
L Gal. iti. 21. Is the law then againft the promiſes of God? 


God forbid : for if there had been a law given which could 


are given life, yerily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 
law. 

e Match. v. 17, 18. Think not that I am come to deſtroy 
the law or the prophets; I am not come to deſtroy, but to 
full). For verily I ſay unto you, Till heaven and earth paſs, 

ne jot or title ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all be 
whiled, &c. Pſal. cxix. 96. I bave ſeen an end of all per- 
ection; but<thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

d Heb. x. 26—29. For if we fin. willfully after that we 
ave received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 

nore ſacrifice for fins, but a certain fearful looking for of judg- 

ent and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the adverſaries, 

e that deſpiſed Moſes? law, died without mercy, under two 
r three witneſſes; of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 

all he be thought worthy, who have troden under foqt the. 


pon of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 


merewith he was ſanctiſied, an anholy thing 2 and hath done 
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dy, bcc uſe he hath not believed in the name of the only be. 


| the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation. 1 Tim. i. 15, 


an chief. 


I SGospEL SoNNETS. Part VI. 
It from the law has pow'r to killf, 5 6 

Fet /aving does its power fulfil g: 
No favour but of /ife it hath h, 
Yet moſt the ſavour is of death i. 
Weakneſs perfection doth exclude, 
The law is perfect, juſt, and good &: 

Yet can it nothing perfect make, 
But all the comers to it break 7. 


deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace? Chap. xii. 25. See that ye u 

Fuſe not him that ſpeaketh: for if they eſcaped not who refiſ. 

ed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, i 
we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven. 

e Rom. xv. 29. And I am ſure that when I come unt 
vou, I ſhall come in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel a 
Chriſt, Acts iii. 26. Unto you firſt, God having raiſed wil 
his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning away ever 
one of you from his iniquities. 

JF John iii. 8. He that believeth not, is condemned alrey 


gotten Son of God. Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not 
Thall be damned. Heb. ii. 3. How ſhall we elcape, if we 


negli ct ſo great ſalvation. | 
g Eph i. 13. In Chriſt ye alſo truſted hive that ye hear 


This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt ſeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners ; of whom! 


5 Phil. ii. 16. Holding forth the word of life, Kc. 2 Tin, 
1. 1. Paul an apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, by the will of God ar 
cording to the promiſe of life, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. v. 10, 


Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt—hath aboliſhed death, and nail A 
brought life and immortality to light through the goſpel: de 

i 2 Cor. ii. 16. To the one we are the favour of death ur mn 

to death, cc. the 
2 Pal. cxix. 6. I have ſeen an end of all perfection ; bf 

thy commandment is exceeding broad. Rom. vii. 12. Where WM fi. 
fore the law is holy; ard the commandment holy, and ju 77, 
and good. Heb. vii. 19. For the aw made nothing perted th; 
bat the bringing in of a * hope did; by, the which We ; 
draw nigh unto God, eve 


Chap. IT. The Believer's Principles. 315 
Strength to the goſpel does belong, 
Mighty through God it is, and ſtrong n: 
It to the law does ſtrength emit, 
Vet 'tis the law gives ſtrength to it. 
The goſpel gives the law, I ſee, 
Sufficient ſtrength to jaſtify " 7 
Yet may I ſay, in truth it is 
The law that gives the goſpel this o: 
For as the law no ſinner clears, 
But who the gdpel-garment wears; 
So none are juſtity*'d by grace, 
Unleſs the law- demands have place P. 


Heb. viii. 19. See letter k. Chad. x 1. Fan the 155 hav- 
ing a ſhadow of good things to come, * not the very image 
| of the things, can never with thoſe ſacrifices which they offered 
year by year continually, make the comers thereunto perfect. 

n Rom. i. 16. For' I am not aſliamed of the - goſpel of 
Chriit : for it is the power of God unto falvation, to every 
3 b-ſieveth, to che Jew ſirſt, and alſo tothe Greek. 2 Cor, 

4. 5. For the weapons of our wartare are not carnal, but 
A. through God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds z 
cating down imaginations and every high thing that fexalteth. 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bel inpinp into capti- 
vity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt. 

n Rim. viii. 1. 'Pher& is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
flein, but after the Spirit. v. 3, 4. For what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God did, ſend- 
ins his own Son, in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for fin con- 
demned fio in the fleſh : that the ri; ohievulnch of the law 
might be fulfilled i in ue, Who walk not "aſter the fleſh, but after. 
the Spirit. 

e Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the law through 
faith ? God forbid : yea, we eſtablith the law. Chap. x. 4. 
For Chriſt is che end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that believetn. h 
5 Kom. iii. 19—22. Now we know that what things ſo- 

ever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the law; 
| Mizt every mouth may be 7 and all the world may be⸗ 
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ed: but he that believeth not, is condemred already, becauſe 


through him might be ſaved, Chap. xii. 47. And if any man 
hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not; for I cam: 


is the word of this ſalvation ſent. 


| vation? 2 Chap. X. 26—29. Lee letter d fore-itad. 


In SGosprl. SoNNETs. Part VI. 


Again the law, which yet ſeems worſe, 
Gives goſpel-news condemning force 93 
Let they are news that never can, 

Nor never will condemn a man 7. 
Dread threat nings to the law mm * 
Not to the goſpel's golden chain 7 : 

Yet all law-threats and Sinai's ire 

Jo goſpel grace are walls of fire . 


come puilty befoxe God. Therefore by the deeds of the lau, 
there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified i in his fight : for by the Jaw is 


the knowledge of fin. But now the righteouſneſs of God 


without the Jaw is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and 
the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon "all them that believe; for 
there is no difference. Chap. v. 19. By the obedience of one, 
ſhall many be made righteous. v. 21. Grace reigns through 
righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

9g John iii. 18. He that-believeth on him, is not coudemn- 


he hath not believed 1 in the name of the only Begotten Son of 
God. 


r Luke ii. 10, 11. And the angel ſaid unto them [the 


ſhepherds], Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which ſhall be to all people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city & David, a=gaviout, which it 


Chriſt the Lord. John ii 17. For God ſent not his Son 


into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 


not to judge the world, but to fave the world, 
s Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the works of the Jaw, 
gre under the curſe : for it is written, Curſed i is every one that 


continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 


the law to do them. 


t. Acts xiii. 26. Men and brethren, chil dren of the ſtock 


of Abraham, and whofoever among you feareth God, to you 


„ Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
Heb. ii. 3. How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect fo great katyar 


\ 
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Chap. IT. The Believer's Principles. 317 
ge righteous law aſſolileth none 

Of Adam's guilty race, fave one v; 

Who being guilty, for this cauſe 

By God's juſt law condemned was w. 

Vet tree of guilt it did him ſee: 

Hence fully clear'd, and ſet him free x. 

Vet, had not guilt his foul in volv'd, 

By law he could not been abſolv'd y. 


v Rom. v. 19. For as by one man's diſobedience many were 
ade ſinners ; ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
ighteous. John xvii. 4. J have glorified thee on earth: I 
ave fioiſned the work which thou gaveſt me to do. =; 
20 Iſa. liii. 6. The Lord bath laid on him the iniquity of 
s all. Gal. iii, 13. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the. curſe 
f the law, being made a curſe for us: for it is written, Curſed 
every one that hangeth on a tree. | 
x. Heb. vii. 26. For ſuch an high prieſt became us, who is 
oly, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and made 
igher than the heavens. Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are 
termined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh 
de tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fin, and to make re- 
aciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 
ſs, and to ſeal. up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the 
olt holy. 1 Tim. iii. 16. And without controverſy, great 
the myſtery of godlineſs: God was manifeſt in the fleſn, 
ſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the 
ontiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
om. it. 13. For not the hearers of the law are juſt before 
od, but the doers of the law ſhall be juſtified. Iſa. J. 8. 
eis near that juſtiſieth me, who will contend with me? - 
us ſtand together: who is mine adverſary ? let him come 
ar tO me. $ : 0 
7 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath made Chriſt to be fin for us, whe > 
dew no fin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
him. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chriſt hath once ſuffered for fins, the 
[t for the unjuſt, (that he might bring us to God) being pn 
death in the fleſh, but One by the. Spirit. 4 


wp 


> 
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But he withal condemn'd and ſpoil'd 
The law of works, which him aſſoil'd z : 
And now the law is (in theſe views) 
The marrow of the goſpel news . 
The law can juſtify no man 
That is a ſinner 5, yet it can 
Thus favour ſinful men, and free 
The chief of ſinners, guilty me c. 


X Col. ii. 14, 15. Blotting out the hand-writing of od, 
nances that was againſt us, which was contrary to us, an{ 
took it out of the wiy, nailing it to his croſs : and haviy 
ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made à ſhew of then 
openly, triumphing over them in it, Rom. viii. 3. For why 
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the leh, 
God did, ſending his own ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful fie 
and for fin condemned fin in the fleſh. EY | 
4 Rom. x. 4. For Chriſt is the end of the law for right 
-Ouſneſs,. to every one that believeth. Ia. xlv. 24. Surelj 
Mall one ſay, In the Lord have I righteoufneſs and ſtrengi 
Jer. xxii. 6. In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſul 
dwell ſafely ; and this is his name whereby he ſhall be caild 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. | 
5 Rom. iii. 19, 20. Now we know that what things ſoen 
the law faith, it faith to them who are under the law; tha 
very mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may becom 
- guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law ther 
ſhall no fleſh: be juſtified, in his fight ; for by the law is tl 
knowledge of fin, e 5 . 
e The law of works as fulfilled by Chriſt, can do and di 
fo, Rom. viii, 3. For what the law could not do, in that i 
was weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, 1a ti 
| likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the fic} 
that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, wii 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. v. 33, 34. Wh 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? it is Gy 
that juſtiſieth; who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt thi 
died; yea rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the rip 


hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 


Chap. II. The Believer's Principles. 319 
The Goſpel too acquitteth none | 
That have not put perfection on d. 
And yet it cleareth none (I grant) 
But thoſe who all perfection want e. 
Thoſe that with goſpel- clearance meet, 
Muſt by the law be found complete /, 
Yet never could (again I grant) | 
The goſpel juftify a faint og. 
All perfect perſons it controls Y, 
And juſtifies ungodly ſouls i; 


d Rom. iii. 21, 22. But now the righteouſneſs of God 
without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and 
the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith 
of Jeſus Chrilt unto all, and upon all them that believe ; for 
there is no diffexence. _ e 

Rom. iv. 5. Fo him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that juſtifieth the uagod!y, his faith is counted for righ- 
teouſneſs. 13 ; | 
' F 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of 
God is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and fanQifi- 
cation, and redemption. Col. ii. 10. And ye are complete in - 
him, which. is the head of all principality and power. 

g Mitch. ix. 13. I am not come to call the righteous, bat 
fingers to repentance. Rom. iii. 10. There is none righteous, 
no not one. Chap. ix. 30, 31, 32. What ſhall we ſay then? 
That the Gentiles which followed not after righteouſneſs, 
have attained to righteouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs which 
is of faith: but Iſrael, which followed after the law of righte- 
ouſneſs, hath not attained to the law of righteouſneſs. Where- 
fore? Becauſe they ſought it not by faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law. Chap. x. 3. Iſrael being ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their ewn - 
righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righte- 
ouſneſs of God, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to fave ſinners; of whom I am chief. 5 

5 Matth. xxi. 3 1. Jeſus ſaith unto them, [the Phariſees] 
Verily I fay unto you, that the publicans and the. harlots go 
iato the kingdom of God before you. Luke zvil. 9— 14% 


—_———— 


ig; TO 2 


A 


* 
1 
} 


* 
8 - BR pe * „ 2 dar I —_— 
— . — — — hc — ad, n vs _ - —_— 
A , — T ry =o CAE ETD. OLE SENTED Gb Cate IEC ESE... 
net — — nn - g 733 PO REI 

—— - * - -—<—— — ox — 

. 5 2 

1 > ——ů— F 
4 . 


— 
. 


320 GosrEIL SONNETS. * Part VE, 
Vet ſtill no man its grace partakes, 
But whom it truly godly makes 4. 


And Jeſus ſpake this parable unte certain which truſted ia 


themſelves that they were righteous, and deſpiſed others: 
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Phari- 
ſee, and the other a Publican. The Phariſee ſtood and pray- 
ed thus with himlelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not as o- 
ther men are, extortiòners, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. I faſt twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 


paoſſeſs. And the Publican ſtanding afar off, would not lift up 
fo much as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, 


ſaying, God be merciful to me a ſinner. I tell you this man 


went down to his houſe juſtified rather than the other; for e- 


very one that exalteth himſelt, ſhall be abaſed: and he that 


humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted. v. 21, 22. And he [the 
ruler] ſaid, All theſe have I kept from my yoath up. Now | 
when Jeſus heard theſe things, he ſaid unto tim, Yet lackeſt 


thou one thing: ſell all that thou haſt, and diſtribute unto the 


poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven, and come, fol- 


low me. : | * 


i Rom. iv. 5, 6. To him that worketh not, but believetk 


on him that juſtifieih the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteouſneſs. Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs 
of the man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without 


works. | | | 
E Titus ii. 11-14. The grace of God that bringeth ſal- 


vation, hath appeared to all men; teaching us, that denying 


ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, .riphte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world; looking for that blel- 
ſed hope, and the glorious appear ing of the great God, and 


our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave himſelf for us, that he 


might redeem us from ail iniquity, and. purify to himſclf a 
Peculiar people, zealous of good works. Chap. iii. 4, 5. Af⸗ 
ter that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs, Which we have 


done, but according to his merey he ſaved us, by the waſhirg 


of regeneration,:ard renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. v. 8. This 


is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things F will that thou afficm M 


conſtantly, that they whieh have believed in God, mig]: be 


careful to maintain good works: theſe things are good and 


profitable unto. men. 


* 


Chap. II. The Believer's Principlzs, Zr 
The law withſtands the goſpel path /, 
Which yet its approbation hath n; 

The goſpel thwarts the legal way u, 
Yet will approve the law for ay o. 
Hence though the goſpel's comely frame 
Doth openly the law condemn p: 


] x Cor. xv. 56. —The ſtrength of fin is the law. Rom. 
vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. Chap. x? 3. Iſrael being ig- 
norant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſn 
their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted theroſelyes unto 
the riohteouſneſs God. 

m Ia. xlii. 21. The Lord is well N for his righteouſ- 
ry lake ; he will magnify the law and make it honourable. 
Matth. iii. 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 

a Rom. ix. 31, 32, 33. But Iſrael, which followed after 
1 law of righteouſneſs, hath not attained to the law of righ- 
tzouſneſs, Wherefore ? Becauſe they ſought it not by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law : for they ſtumbled at 
Wt at ſtumbling ſtone ; as it is written, Bebold I lay in Zion 
I ſtambling ſtone, and rock of offence ; and whoſoever be- 
icveth on him ſhall not be aſhamed. 

„ Rom. vii. 7. What ſhall we ſay then? Is the law ſia? 
od forbid. Nay, I had not known fia but by the law : for 
had not known luſt, ' except the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
ot covet. - v. 10. And the commandment which was ordain- 
d to life, I found to be unto death. v. 12. Wherefore the 


d 2w 1s holy; and the commandment holy, and juſt, and good. 
e £ Rom. v. 5, 9. For Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs 
a WS :ich is of the law, That the man which doth thoſe things, 
. live by them. But the righteouſneſs which is of faith 


zeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who ſhall a- 

end into heaven? (that is, to bring Chriſt down from above) : 
7, Who ſhall deſcend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 
115 briſt again from the dead). But what faith it ?. The word i ia 
rm igh theeg even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is the 
ford of faith which we preach, That if thou fhalt confeſs 
th thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart 
bat God bath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be laved, 
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the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, that A. 


ciſion keep the righteouſneſs of the law, ſhall not his uncit 
cumciſion be counted for circumciſion ? Matth. xix. 6. Wha 
God hath joined together, let no man put aſunder. Chap. in. 15 


322 5 Gosrri. SONNETS. Furt VI. 


Yet they are blind, who never ſaw 
The goſpel juſtify the law g. 

Thus goſpel-grace, and Jaw-commands, 
Both bind and looſe each other's ran : 
They can't agree on any terms 7, 

Yet hug each other in their arms 7 
Thoſe that divide them cannot be 
The friends of oy and verity g; 


7 Rom. iii. 21. Do we then make void the, law through 
Faith d God forbid : yea, we eftabliſh the law. 
s Gal. iv. 21.—26. Tell me, ye that defire to be under 


braham had two ſons ; the 'one by a bond-maid, the other by 
a free woman. But he who was of the bond-woman was born 


after the fleſh; but he of the free-woman was by promiſe, | 
Which things are an allegory, for theſe are the two covenants; : 
the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, J 
which is Agar. For this Agar is mcunt Sinai in Arabia, and - 
anſwereth to Jerufalem which now is, and is in bondage t 
with her children. But Jeruſalem which is above is fre, 2 
which is the mother of us all. ſh 
Pfal. Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met together : : riph- = 
teouſneſs and peace have killed each other. FO! 
s Mat. xiii. 23. Wo unto you, Scribes and Phariſees, hy: th: 
pocrites ; for ye pay tithe of mint, and anile, and cummin, G6 
and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, jidgment be] 
mercy, and faith: theſe ought ye to have done, and not 024 
leave the other undone. Rom. ii. 23. Thou that make thy fart 
boaſt of the law, through breaking the l.] diſhonbureſt tho the 
God? v. 25, 26. For circumciſion verily profiteth, if tho! they 


keep the law; but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circum 
ciſion is W uncircumciſion. Therefore, if the uncircun 


And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him (John), Suffer it to be f 
now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. | het 
he ſuffered him. Chap v. 19. Think not that I am come 
deſtroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to. deliro 


15 * * q 


Chap. IT. The Believer's Principles. 
Yer thoſe that dare confound the two, 
Deſtroy them both and gender woe z. 
„This paradox none can decipher, 
That plow not with the goſpel-heifer. 
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but to fulfil. v. 19, 20. Whoſoever therefore ſhall break one 
of theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall 
be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven : but whoſoever 
ſhall do and teach them, the ſame ſhall be called preat in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I ſay unto you, That except your 
righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ye ſhal} in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
1 John v. 6. This is he that came by water and blood, even 
Jefus Chriſt ; not by water only, but by water and blood: and 
it is the Spirit that beareth witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is truth. 

t Gal. i. 6, 7, 8. I marvel that ye are ſo ſoon removed 
from him that called you into the grace of Chriſt, unto another 
goſpel : which is not another; but there be ſome that trouble 
you, and which pervert the goſpel of Chriſt. But though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, 


: than that which we have preached unto you. let him be ac- 
. eurſed. Teph. i. 4.—1 will cut off— v. 5. - them that wor- 


ſhip, and that ſwear by the Lord, and that ſwear by Malcham. 
Acts xv. 7. And when there had been much diſputing, Peter 
roſe up and ſaid unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how 
that a goed while ago, God made choice among us, that the 
Gentiles by my mouth ſhould hear the word of the goſpel and 


Put a yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear ? But we believe, that through 
the prace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved even as 
they. Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
Hole of bondage. v. 4. Chriſt is become of no effect unto 
You, whoſoever of you are juſtified by the law; ye are fallen 
rom grace. Ig. | | 


/ 


believe. v. IC, 11. Now therefore why tempt ye God to 
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SECT, II. 


The di ference betwwixt the to and the Goſpel, 


HE law, ſuppoſing I have all, 
Does ever for perfection call: 
Ihe goſpel ſuits my total want, 

And all the law can ſeek does grant. 
The law could promiſe life to me, 
If my obedience perfect be: 

But grace does promiſe life upon 
My Lord's obedience alone. 

The law ſays, Do, and Ie you'll win: 
But grace ſays, Live for all is done ; 
The former cannot eaſe my grief, 
The latter yields me full relief. 

By law convinc'd of ſinful breach, 

By goſpel- grace I comfort reach: 
The one my condemnation bears, 
The other u/{ifies and clears. 
The law ſhews my arrears are great, 
The goſpel freely pays my debt: 


The firſt does me the bankrupt curſe, 


The laſt does ble and fill my purſe. 
The law will not @bate a mite, 

The goſpel all the ſum will quite: 
There God in threat'nings is array'd, 
But here in promiſes diiplay d. 
The law and goſpel diſagree, - 


Like Hagar, Sarah, bond and free : : 


The former's Hagar s ſervitude, 
The latter Sarah's happy brood. 
To Sinai black, and Zion fair, 


The word does law and grace compare. 


—— 
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Chap. II. The Believer's Principles. 
Their curſing and their bleſſing vie 
With Ebal and Gerizzim high. _ 
The law excludes not bo4/ting vain, 

But rather feeds it to my bane : 

But goſpel grace allows no bog/ts, 
Save in the King, the Lord of hoſts. 
The law ſtill irritates my fin, 5 888 
And hardens my proud heart therein; 
But grace's melting pow'r renews, 

And my corruption ftrong ſabdues. 

The law with thunder, Sinai-like, 

Does always dread and terror ſpeak : 
The goſpel makes a zoyful noiſe | 
And charms me with a l, calm voice. 
And legal trumpet war proclaims, 

In wrathful threats, and fire, and flames: 
The goſpel- pipe a peaceful found, 

Which ſpreads a kindly breath around, 
The law is weak through finful fleſh, 
The goſpel brings recruzs afreſh: | 
The firſt a Kling letter wears, 

The laſt a guict nin ſpirit bears, 
The law that ſeeks perfection's height, 
Vet gives no ſtrength, nor offers might: 
But precious goſpel-tidings glad, 
Declare where all is to be had. 

From me alone the law does crave, 

What grace affirms in Chriſt J have: 

When therefore law-purſuits inthral, 

I ſend the law to grace for all. 

The law brings terror to moleſt 

The goſpel gives the weary re/t : 

The one does flags of death diſplay,” 

The other ſhews GE way. 

| E e 


326 SGosrEl. SoNNETs Part IV. 
The law by Moſes was expreſt, 2 
The glorious goſpel came by Chri it : 

The firſt dim nature's light may trace, 
The laſt is only known by grace. 
The law may rouſe me from my ſloth, 
Jo faith and to repentance both: 
And though the law commandeth each, 
Yet neither of them can it zeach : 
Nor will accept for current coin 
The duties which it does 2njorr ; 
It /eeks all, but accepts no leſs | 
Than conſtant, perfect righteouſneſs. 
The goſpel, on the other hand, 
Although it iſſue mo command, 
But ſtrictly view'd, does whole conſiſt 
In promiſes and offers bleſt ; 
Yet does it many duties teack 
Which legal light could never reach: 
Thus faith, repentance, and the ks. - 
Are fire that goſpel-engines ſtrike. 
They have acceptance-here through grace, 
The law affords them no ſuch place: | 
Yet ſtill they come through both their hands, 
Through goſpel-teaching, law-commands. 
The law's a houſe of bondage ſore, ® 
The goſpel oper the priſon- door: 
The firſt me hamper'd in its net, 
The laſt at freedom kindly ſet. 
The precept craves, the goſpel gives ; ; 
While that me preſſes, this relieves : 
And, or affords the ſtrength I lack, 
Or takes the burden off my back. 
The law requires on pain of death; 
'The goſpel courts with loving breath : 
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Chap. ; * The Believer's N * wy" 
While that conveys a deadly wound ; | 

This makes me perfect, whole and ſound.. 
There viewing how diſeas'd I am, 

I here perceive the healing balm : 

Afflicted there with ſenſe of need, 

But here refreſh'd with meet Wette 

The law's a charge for what I owe ; 
The goſpel my diſcharge to ſhow : 

The one a ſcene of fears doth ope 3. — 
The other is the door of hope, | bl 
An angry God the law reveal'd : 

The goſpel ſhews him reconcil d. 

By that I know he was diſpleard; _ ; 
By this I ſee his wrath app. i 
The law thus ſhews the divine ire, {2 
And nothing but conſuming fire. et 6 
The goſpel brings the oltve-branch, » 6.18 
And blood the burning fire to quench. 19 
The law ſtill ſhews a fiery face; 
The goſpel ſhews a throne of grace: 
There juſtice rides alone in ſtate ; 
But here ſhe takes the mercy-/eat. 


IN SUM; 


RE 


Lo! in the law Jenovan dwells, 
But Feſus is conceal'd! 
_ Whereas the goſpel's nothing elſe 
"ok Feſus Chriſt reveal'd. 


8 E 0 . 
The Harming betwixt the Law and the Galpgh 


HE law's a tutor much in vogue, Eo 
To goſpel grace a pedagogue ; 
OY Ee 2 | 


NS. Gosrrt Sonnets. Part VI. 
The goſpel to the law no leſs 
Than its full end for righteouſneſs. 
When once the fiery law of God 
Has chac'd me to the goſpel- road; 
Then back unto the holy law _ 

| Moſt kindly goſpel grace will draw. 

$i When by the law to grace I'm ſehool'd ; 

1 Grace by the law will have me rul d: 

| Þ Hence, if I don't the law obey,. 

I cannot keep the goſpel way. 

When I the goſpel-news believe, 
Obedience to the law I give: 
> And that in both its fed*ral dreſs, 
| And as a rule of holineſs, 
Lo! in my Head 1 render all 
For which the fiery law can call: 
His blood unto his fire was fuel, 
His Spirit ſhapes me to its rule. 

1 When law and goſpel kindly meet, 

Wo To ſerve each other both unite : | 

44 Sweet promiſes, and ftern commands, 

Do work to one another's hands. 
The divine law demands no leſs 
Than human perfect righteouſneſs 5 
The goſpel gives it this and more, 

Ev'n divine righteouſneſs and — 

Whate“er the righteous law requires, 

The goſpel grants its whole deſires. | 

Are law commands exceeding broad? 

So is the righteouſneſs of God. 

How great ſoe er the legal charge, 

The goſpel payments equal large: 
No loſs by man the law can bray 

When grace provides a God to pay. 
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Chap. II. The Believer's Principles. . | 
The 1 makes goſpel-banquets ſweet; 
The goſpel makes the law complete: 
La w- ſuits to grace's ſtorehouſe draw; 
Grace decks and magnifies the law. 
Both law and goſpel cloſe combine, 
To make each other's luſtre ſhine : 
The goſpel all law-breaker's ſnames; 
The law all goſpel-ſlighters damns. 
The law is holy, juſt, and good; 

All this the goſpel ſeals with blood, | 

And clears the royal law's juſt Sits 7 fc 
With dearly purchas'd revenues. 1 £54 
The law commands me to believe ; 
The goſpel ſaving faith does give: 
The law enjoins me to repent: 
The goſpel gives my tears a vent. 
What in the goſpel mint is coin'd, _ 
The ſame is in the law 1njoin'd : 
Whatever goſpel-tidings teach, 
The law's authority doth teach. 
Here join the law and goſpel hands, 
What this me zeaches that commands: 
What virtuous forms the goſpel pleaſe _ 
The ſame the law doth authoriſe. 
And thus the. law-commandment ſeals - 
Whatever goſpel-grace reveals: | 
The goſpel alſo for my good 
Seals all the law- demands with blood. 
The law moſt perfect ſtill remains, 
And ev'ry duty full contains: 
The goſpel full perfection ſpeaks, 
And therefore gives whate'er it ſeeks. 
Next, what by the law I'm bound 8 
The fame the goſpel Pp me do: 
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All thoſe that do the law obey. 
That dare reject the goſpel-plan; 


In him the promile 1 is Amen. 


330 | Boers, SonNETS. Part VI. 


What preceptively that can crave ; 


This effectively can engrave. 


All that by precepts Heav'n expects, 
Free grace by promiſes effects: 

To what the hs by fear may move, 
To that the goſpel leads by: love. 


| To run to work, the law commands; 5 


The goſpel gives me feet and hanas : 
The one requires that I obey; 


The other does the poww'y convey... 


What in the law has duty*s place, 
The goſpel changes to a grace: 


Hence legal duties herein nam'd, 


Are herein goſpel-graces fam d. 
The precept-checks me when I ſtray; 
The promiſe holds me in the way: ; 
That ſhews my folly wen I roam; 
And this moſt kindly brings me home. 
Law-threats and precepts both, I ſee, 
With goſpel - promiſes agree 
They to the go/pe/ are a fence, 

And it to them a maintenance. 

The law will juſtify all thoſe 
Who with the goſpel-ranſom cloſe; 
The goſpel too approves for ay 


The righteous law condemns each man 


The holy goſpel none will ſave, 

On whom it won't the law engrave. 
When Chrift the tree of life I climb, 
I ſee both law and grace in him: 
In him the law its end does gain; 


8 


Chap. II. The Believer's Prineiples. 331. 
The law makes grace's paſture ſweet, | 
Grace makes the law my ſay'ry meat; 

Yea, {ſweeter than the honey-comb, 
When grace and merey brings it home. 
The precepts of the law me /how 
What fruits of gratitude I owe ; 
But goſpel grace begets the brood, p 
And moves me to the gratitude, A 
Law-terrors pan/e the putrid ſore ; ; | 
And goſpel grace applies the cure: 
The one plows up the Rllow-groutd:: 
The other ſows the ſeed around. 
A rigid maſter was the law, 
Demanding brick, denying ſtraw ; : 
But when. with goſpel tongue it ſings, 
It bids me f, * Sives me wings. 


N 


IN SUM. 


Both law and goſpel cloſs unite, 
Are ſeen with more ſolace, a 
Where truth and mercy kindly meet, 


In falr Immanuel s face. 
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8 2 C T. EY" 
The proper Place and Station of the Law and 
"77 2148 Goſpel. 6 


Note. That i in the four following Paragraphs, as well as in 


the three preceding Sections, by Law, is moſtly underſtood 
the doctrine of the Covenant of Works; and by R | 


the doctrine of the Covenant of Grace. 


PARAGRAPH L 


«7 Ze Place and Station of Law and 7 Goſpel in 
general. 


HEN we the ſacred Word view, 


The matter in moſt pages fix'd 
Is law and goſpel intermix d. 
Yet few, ev'n in a learned age, 
Can ſo reſolve the facred page; 

As to diſcern with equal eye, 

Where law, where goſpel ſever'd lie. 
One divine text with double clauſe _ 
May ſpeak the goſpel's voice and law's* 
Hence men to blend them both are apt, . 

Should in one ſentence both be wrapt. 
But that we may the truth purſue, 
And give both law and grace their due, 


* Ex. gr. Lev. xx. 75 8. Sanctify yourſelves therefore, and 


be ye bely; : for 1 am the Lord your God. And ye ſhall keep 
my ſtatutes and do them: I am the Lord which ſanctify you. 
1 John iv. 7. Beloved let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth, is born of God, and know- 
eth God. Rom v. 21. That as ſin hath reigned unto death, 
even ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal 
life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chap. vi. 23. For the wages 
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Or divine Teſt ments Old 9 New; 


of ſin is _ but the gift of God is eternal life, through Je- 


Chap. IT. The Belicver's Principles. 333, 
And God the glory there diſplay'd ; . 4 
The following rules will give us aid. 1 ö 


Where-e'er in ſacred: writ we ſee 

A word of grace or promiſe free, 

With bleſſings dropt for Jeſus' ſake ; ; 

We theſe for goſpel news may take. 

But where a precept ſtrict we find 103 

With promiſe to our doing join'd, | 
Or threat'ning with a wrathful frown ; 
This as the law we juſtly own. 


PaRAGRAPH II. 


Tt he * and Station of Law and Goſ, pel i in par- 
ticular. Where the di ifference i noted betwixt 


the Goſpel largely viewed in its diſpenſation, and 
fericty in uſelf'; and betwint the Gabel and faith 
receiving 44. | 


FOULDST thou dittinetly know the 
e | 
of he and grace, then don't confound 
The diſpenſation with the grace; 
For theſe two have a diſtinct place. 
The goſpel thus diſpens'd we ſee, 
Believe and thou ſhalt ſaved be; 
If not, thou ſhalt be damn'd to hell, 
And in eternal torments dwell. 


fus Chriſt of our Lord. Mark xvi. 15, 16. And he ſaid unte 
them, Go ye into the world, and preach the goſpel to eve- 
ry creature. He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſar- 
ed; but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. John iii. 18. 
He that believed on him, is not condemned: but he that be- 1 
lie veth not, is condemned already, becauſe he bath not believ e 4 
ﬆ on the name of the only * Son of God, &c. 
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334 SGoskEL Sonnets. - Part VI. 
Here precepts in it are diſpens d. 
With threat'nings of damnation fencd; 

The legal ſanction here takes place, 
That none may dare abuſe free grace. 
Yet nor does that command of faith. 
Nor this tremendous zbreat of wrath, 
Belong to goſpel ſtrictly fo ; 
Bur to its diſpenſation do. 
The method 155 diſpenſing here, 
Does law and goſpel jointly bear; ; 
Becauſe the law's ſubſervient 
Unro the goſpel's bleſs'd intent. 
Precepts and threatnings both make way, 
The goſpel bleſſings to convey ; 
Which differs much (though thus diſpensd) 
From law and threats whereby #/tis fenc'd, 
Believe, and thou ſhalt ſaved be, 
Is goſpel, but unproperly 3 
Tet ſafely men may call it thus, 
Becaule 'tis ſo diſpens'd to us. 
Bui ſure, the goſpel news we ſing, 
Mut be ſome other glorious thing, 
Than precepts to believe the fame, 
Whatever way we blend their name. 
The goſpel-treaſure's ſomething more 
Than means that do apply the leres: 
Believing is the method pay'd, 
The. goſpel is the thing behlevid.. 
The precious thing is tidings ſweet 
Of Chriſt a Saviour moſt complete, 
To ſave from ſin, and death, and wrath ; 
Which tidings tend to gender faith. 
Faith comes by hearing God's record. 
Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, 


2 2 ＋ 2 N - 
3. ent as es ES rat — — 
— . 2 


x 
7 
1 


Dh 
. 


* 
2 * 8 8 3 ID 


42 


; 
| 
k 
x... 
4 
# 


Chap II. The Belever's Principles. 333 
And is the method heav'n has bleſt 
For bringing to the goſpel reſt. 
The joyful ſound is news of grace, | 
And life to Adam's guilty race, | = 
Through Jeſus righteouſneſs divine, | i 
Which bright from faith to faith does mine. 

The promiſe of immortal bliſs . 

Is made to this full righteouſneſs :. 2 i 

By this our right to lite is bought; — = 

Faith begs the right, but buys it not. _ 

True faith receives the offer'd good, bt 

And promiſe ſeal'd with precious blood: . 

It gives no title to the bliſs, 

But takes th! entit ling righteouſneſs. | 14 
This object great of ſaving faith, | «4 
And this alone the promiſe bath; 3 | 

For tis not made to faith's poor aft, 
But is the prize that faith does take : 

And only as it takes the ſame, i ; 

It bears a great and famous name ; we 

For ſelf, and all its grandeur, down '' 

It throws, . that Chriſt my wear the crown. 4 

But if new laws and threats were all 

That goſpel properly we call, 

Then were the precept to believe, 

No better news than do and live. 

If then we wont diſtinguiſh here 

We cloud but don't the goſpel here, 

We blend it with the fiery law, 

And all into confuſion draw, 
The law of works we introduce, 

As if old merit were in uſe, 0 

When man could /fe by doing won, 

Ev'n though the work * grace were done. 
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336 SGosrrl. SonNETS. Part VI. 
Old Adam in his innocence 
Deriv'd his pow'r of doing hence: 

As all he could was wholly due ; 

So all the working /trength, he knew, 

Was only from the grace of God, 

Who with ſuch favour did him load : 

Vet was the promiſe to his act, 

That he might merit by compact. 

No merit but of paction could 

Of men or angels e“ er be told; 

The God- man only was ſo high 

To merit by condigntty, 

Were life now promis'd to our af, 

Or to our works by pation tack'd ; 

Though God ſhould his afitance grant, 

*Tis ſtill a doing covenant, ' 

Though Heaven its helping grace ſhould yore, 
Yet merit's ſtill upon the field; 

We caſt the name, yet ſtill tis found 
Diſclaim'd but with a verbal ſound. 

If one ſhould borrow tools from you 

That he ſome famous work might do ; 
When once his work is well prepar'd, 

He ſure deſerves his due reward; 

Yea, juſtly may he claim his due, 

Although he borrow'd tools from you- 
Ev 'n thus the borrow d ſtrength of grace 
Can't hinder merit to take place. 

From whence ſoe'er we borrow pow'rs, 

If life depend on works of ours; : 
Or it we make the goſpel thus — 
In any ſort depend on us; | | : 
We give the law the goſpel ales : 8 
Rewards of debt the room of grace; 1 


We mix Heav'n's treaſures with our traſh, 

And magnify corrupted fleſh. 

The new and goſpel covenant | 

No promiſe to our works will grantz - 

But to the doing of our Head, - | 

And in him to each goſpel-deed. 

To godlineſs, which is great gain, 

Promiſe is ſaid to appertain : | 
But know, leſt you the goſpel mar, 

In whom it is we godly are. 

To him and to his righteouſneſs 

Still primar'ly the promiſe is; 

And not ev'n to the gracious deed, 

Save in and through the glorious Head. 

Pray let us here obſerve the odde, 

How law and grace take counter roads, | 
The law of works no promiſe ſpake 

Unto the agent, but the act. 

It primarily no promiſe made 

Unto the perſon, but the deed ; 

Whate'er the doing perſon ſhar',” 

'I'was for his deed he had reward. 

The law of grace oferturns the ſcale, 

And makes the quite reverſe 2 

Its promiſe lights not on the deed, 

But on the doing perſon's head; 

Not for his doing, but for this, 

Becauſe in Chriſt his perfon i: 
Which union to the living Prince, 

His living orks and deeds evince. 

Good fruſts have promiſe in their view, 
As union to the Branca they ſhew; _ 

The whom the promiſes pertain, 

In him all yea and all 7 | 

| F 
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238 | GosPEL SoNNETS. Part VT, 
Obſerve, pray; for if here we err, 

And do not Chriſt alone prefer, _ 

But think the promiſe partly ſtands 

On our obeying new commands; . 
Th“ old cov*nant-place to works we give, 
Or mingle grace with do and hve; | 
We overcloud the goſpel charms, 

And allo break our working arms. 

More honour to the law profels, 

But giving more we give it leſs. 

Its heavy yoke in vain we draw, 

But turning goſpel into law. 

We rob grace of its joyful ſound, 

And bury Chriſt in Moſes: ground : 

At beſt we run a legal ace 

Upon the field of . 


PARACRAPH III. 


The Goſpel no new Law, but a Joyful ſound of 
Grace and Mercy. 


AW-Precepts in a goſpel-mold, 
We may as goſpel-doctrine hold; 

But goſpel-calls in legal dreſs, 
The joyful ſound of grace ſuppreſs. 
Faith and repentance may be taught, 
And yet no goſpel-tidings brought; 
If as mere duties theſe we preſs, 
And not as parts of promis'd bliſs. 
If only precepts we preſent, 5 
Though urg'd with ſtrongeſt argument, 
We leave the wak*ned ſinner's hope 
In darkneſs of deſpair to grope. 
The man whom Jegal precepts chaſe, 
As yet eftrang*d to: ſov'reign grace, 


I. 


Chap. II. The Believers Priacipler. 339 


Miſtaking evangelic charms, 
As if they ſtood on legal terms, 
Looks to himſelf, though dead in ſin, 
For grounds of faith and hope within; 
Hence fears and fetters grow and ſwell, 
Since nought's within but fin and hell. 
But faith that looks to promis'd grace, 
Clean out of ſelf the ſoul will chaſe, | 
To Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
And finds the joyful reſt at length. 
Proud fleſh and blood will ſtartle here, 
And hardly ſuch report can bear, 
That Heav'n all faving ftore will give. 
To them that work not, but believe. 
Vet not of works, but *tis the race 
. Of faith, that it may be of grace - 
For faith does nothing but agree 
To welcome this ſalvation free. 
** Come down, Zaccheus, quickly come. 
'* Salvation's brought unto thy home: 
In vain thou climb'ſt the legal tree; 


„Salvation fregly comes to the 
| e. 
« Thou dream'ſt Or cunwg 7 


6&6 Hen into my ſaving arms; 

* _ down, and get a pardon free, 

On terms already wrought by me. 

« Behold the bleſſings of my blood, 

« Bought for thy everlaſting good, 

« And freely all to be convey d 

6 Upon the price already paid. he 

I know thou haſt no good; and ſee 

I cannot ſtand on terms with thee, 1 
« Whoſe fall has left thee nought to c aim, 
Nor aught to boatt _— and ſhame.” 

: 10 
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The law of heavy hard commands 
Confirms the weak*ned ſinner's bands; 
But grace proclaims relieving news, Th 
And ſcenes of matchleſs mercy ſhews. 

No precept clogs the goſpel-call, 

But wherein grace is all in all; 

No law is here but that of grace, 

Which brings relief in ev'ry cale. 

The goſpel is the promiſe fair 

Of grace all ruins to repair, 

And leaves no ſinner room to fay, - 

« Alas! this debt I cannot pay ; 

© This grievous yoke I cannot bear, 

« This high demand I cannot clear.“ 
Grace ſtops the mouth of ſuch complaints, 
And ftore of full ſupply preſents. Wo 
The glorious goſpel is (in brief). 

A ſov'reign word of ſweet relief; 

Not clogg d with cumberſome commands, 
Jo bind the ſoul's receiving hands. 
Tis joyful news of ſov'reign grace, 


That reigns in ſtate trough rightooufne/s, . 
-- -- vu Ng Woes, 


Ind aniwer all commanding dog: 
This goſpel comes with helþ indeed 
Adapted unto ſinners need: = 
Theſe Joyful news that ſuit their caſe 
Are chariots of his drawing grace 9 
Lis here the Spirit powerful rides. 
The fountains of the deep divides; 
The King of glory's ſplendour ſhe ws, 
And wias the heart with welcome news. : 


* 
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Chap. U. The Belicver's Principles 5 


PARAGRAPH IV. 


The Goſpel farther deferibed ar a Jundle of 
good News and gracious Promtiſes. 


f firſt grand promiſe forth did break 
In threats againft the tempting make; 
So may the goſpel in commande, 
Let nor in threats nor precepts ſtands: 
But *tis a doctrine of free grants 
To finners that they may be ſaints: 
A joyful found of royal gifts, 
To obviate unbelieving ſhifts : : 
A promiſe of divine ſupplies, 
To work all gracious qualities 
In thoſe who proneſt to rebel, 
Are only qualify*d for Hell. 
Courting vile ſinners, ev'n the chief, 
It leaves no cloak for unbelief; 
But ev'n on groſs Manaſſeh's calls, 
On Mary Magdalen's and Saul's. 
Tis good news of a fountain ope 
For /in and filth; a door of hope 
For thoſe that lie | in blood and gore, 
And of a ſalve for ey'ry ſore. 
Glad news of /ight unto the blind ; 
Of liebt unto the darken'd mind; 
Ol healing. to the deadly fick ; 
And mercy both to Jew and Greek. 
Good news of gold to poor that latk ; 
Of raiment to the naked back; 
Of binding to. the wounds that ſmart; 
And ref/t unto the weary heart. 
Glad news of freedom to the bound; 
Of tore all loſſes to refound; 
* 
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| GospEL SONNETS. 
Of endleſs ie unto the dead; 
And preſent help in time of need. 

Good news of heav'n, where angels dwell, 
To thoſe that well deſerved Hell; 

Of ftrength too weak for work and war, 
And acceſs near to thoſe afar. 

Glad news of joy to thoſe that weep, 

And tender care of criple ſheep; 

Of /pelter to the ſoul purſu'd, - 

And cleanſinę to the helliſh- hu'd : 

Of /toods to 1 the parched ground, 

And /treams to run the deſert round; 

Of ran/om to the captive caught; s 

And harbour to the found'ring yacht ; 

Of timely aid to weary groans ; 

Of oy reſtor'd to broken bones; 

Of grace divine to graceleſs preys, 

And glory to the vile and baſe : 

Of living water pure, that teems 

On fainting ſouls refreſhing ſtreams ; 

Of gen'rous wine to cheer the ſtrong, 

And milk to feed the tender young: 

Ot /aving faith to faithleſs ones; 

Of /oftning grace to flinty ſtones ; 

Of pardon to a guilty crew, 

And mercy free, where wrath was is: 

Good news of avelrome kind to all, 

That come to Jeſus at his call; 

Yea, neus of drawing pow'r, when ſcant, | 

To thoſe that fain wou d come and can't. 

Glad news of rich myſterious 5 

And mercy meeting ev'ry caſe ; 

Of ſtore immenſe all voids to fill, 

And * to whoſoever will : 
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Chap. III. The Believer's Principles. 343 
Of Ghrift exalted as a Prince, 
Pardon to give and penitence; 

Of grace ofercoming ſtubborn wills, 
And leaping over Bether hills, 

Faith comes by hearing theſe reports; 
Straight to the court of grace reſorts, 
And free of mercenary thought, 

Gets royal bounty all for nought 
Faith's wing within the clammy ſea 
Of legal merit cannot fly ; 

But mounting mercy's air apace, 

_ Soars in the element of grace. 

But as free love the bleſling gives 
To him that works not, but beheves ; 
So faith, once reaching its deſire, 
Works hard by love, but not for hire. 


CHAP. in. 


The BELIEVER'Ss PRINCIPLES concerning 
Fuſtification and Sanctiſication, their Dif- 
terence and harmony. 


2 8 R T. I, 

The Difference between Juſtification and Sanctifi- | 
cation; or righteouſneſs imputed and grace 
im parted ; ; in upwards of thirty particulars*, 


IND Jeſus ſpent his life to ſpin 
My robe of perfect righteouneſs i 


* Note, That (metri cauſa) Fuftification is here ſometimes 
exprefſed by the wordi, imputed grace, juſtifying grace, 
righteouſneſs, &c; Sanfification by the names, umparted 
grace, grace, graces, holineſs, ſanctity, &c. which the judts 


cious will fy underſtand. = 
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344 GosprL. SONNE TS. Part VI. 
But by his Spirits work within 
He forms my gracious holy dreſs. 
He as a Priz/t me juſtifies, 
His blood does roaring conſcience fill; 
But as a Kins he ſanctifies, 
And ſubjugates my ſtubborn will. 
He juſtifying by his merit, 
Imputes lo me his righteouſneſs; 
But ſanctifying by his Spirit, 
Infujes in me ſaving grace. 
My juſtifying righteouſneſs - 
Can merit by condignity ; 
But nothing with my firongeſt grace 
Can be deſerved by naughty me. 
This juſtifying favour ſets 
The gilt of all my fin remote; 
But ſanctifying grace deletes | 
The filth and blackneſs of its blot. 
By virtue of this righteouſneſs 
Sin. can't condemn nor juſtly brand; 
By virtue of infuſed grace: 
Anon it ceaſes to command. 
The righteouſneſs which I enjoy. 
Sin's damning pow'r will wholly ſtay; 
And grace imparted will deſtroy 
Its ruling domineering ſway. 
The former is my judge's act | 
Of condemnation full and free: 
The letter bis commenced fac, 
And gradual work advanc'd i in me. 
The former's in/t antaneous, 
The moment that 1 firſt believe : 7 * 
The latter is, as Heav'n allows, 
Progreſſive while on earth I live. 
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The firſt will peace to conſcience give, 
The laſt the filthy heart will cleanſe ; : 
The firſt effects a relative, = 
The laſt a real inward. change. 
The former pardons every fin, 
And counts me righteous, free, and Juſt: 
The latter guickens grace within, 
And mortifies my fin and luſt. 
Imputed grace entitles me 
Unto eternal happineſs ; 
Imparted grace will qualify 
That heav'nly Kindgom to poſſeſs. 
My righteouſneſs is infinite, 
Both ſubjectively and in kind; 
My holineſs moſt incomplete, 
And daily wavers like the wind. 
So laſting is my outer dreſs, 
It never wears nor waxes old; 
My inner garb of grace decays 
And fades if heay'n do not uphold. 
My righteouſneſs and pardon is 
At once moſt perfect and complete; 
But ſanctity admits degrees, 
Does vary, fluctuate, and fleet. 
Hence fix'd, my righteouſneſs divine 
No real change can undergo; 
But all my graces wax and wane, 
By various turnings ebb and flow. 
I'm by the firſt as righteous now, 
As e'er hereafter I can be: 
The laſt will to perfection grow, 
Heav'n only 1s the full degree. 
The firſt is equal, wholly giv'n, 
And full the . in every faint: 
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The laſt wnequal and unevin, 
While ſome enjoy what others wart. 
My righteouſneſs divine is freſh, 
For ever pure and heavn'ly both ; 
My fandtity is partly Heſb, 
And juſtly term'd a men/Þrous cloth. 
My tightebuſneſs I magnify, + 
Tis my triumphant lofty flag! 
Bur pois'd withgthis, my ſanctity 
Is nothing but a filthy rag. 
"I glory in my righteoufneſs, 
And loud extol at with my tongue ; 
But all "Wy grace, compar d by this, 
I zader-rate as lots and dung. 
By juſtifying grace I'm apt 
Or di vine, JaUGur free 10 boaſt; 
By holineſs I'm partly ſhap'd 
Into his 2/478 1 had loſt. 
The firſt to divine juſtice pays 


A rent to ſtill the furious ſtorm ; 
The laſt to divine holineſs + 


Inſtructs me duly to conform. 
The firit does quench the fiery law, 
Its rigid cov'nan; fully ſtay; 
The laſt its rule embroider'd draw, #3 
To deck my heart, and gild my way. 
The ſubject of. my righteouſneſs 6274 
Is Chriſt himſelf my glorious Head! | 
But I the ſubject am of grace, 
As he {ſupplies my daily need. 
The matter of the former too 
Is enly Chriſt's obedience dear; 
But lo, his helping me to do 
Js all the work and matter here. 


5 Chap. III. Te Believer's Principles. 


I on my righteouſneſs rely 15 


For Heaven's acceptance free, and win; 


But, in this matter muſt deny 


4 My grace, ev'n as I do my fin. 


Though all my graces precious are, 
Yea, perfect allo in deſire; 

They cannot ſtand before the bar 
Where awful juftice is umpire : 


But, in the robe that Chriſt did ſpin, 


They are of great and high requeſt ; 


They have acceptance wrapt within 


My elder Brother's bloody veſt. 
My righteouſneſs proclaims me great 
And fair ev'n in the fight of God; 
But ſanctity's my main off-/et, 
Before the gazing world abroad. 
More juſtify'd I cannot be 
By all my moſt religious acts; 
But theſe increaſe my ſanctity, 
That's ſtill attended with defects. 
My righteouſneſs the ſafeſt a 
Midſt ev'ry threat'ning flood will be ; - 
My graces but a leaking bark | 
Upon a ſtormy raging ſea, 
I ſee in juſtifying grace 
God's love to me does ardent burn ; : 
But by imparted holineſs - 
L grateful love for love return. 


My righteouſnels is that which draws | 


My thankful heart to this reſpe& : 


The former then is firſt the cauſe, | 


i he latter is the ſweet effect. 
Chriſt is in juſtifying me, 
B ö name, The Lord my righteouſneſs; 


-- 
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But, as he comes to ſanctify, 
. Lord my ſtrength and help he is. 
In that I have he patient's place, 
For there J&9ovan's act is all; 
But in the other 'm through grace 
An agent working at his call. 
The jir/t does laviſh fear forbid 
For there his wrath revenging ends; 
The laſt commands my filzal dread, . 
For here paternal ire attends. 
The former does annul my woe, ; 
By God's judicial ſentence paſt ; 
The latter makes my graces grow, 
Faith, love, repentance, and the reſt, 
The firſt does divine pard'ning love 
Moſt freely manifeſt to mo; 
The laſt makes ſhining graces prove 
Mine int'reſt in the pardon free. 
My ſoul in juſtifying grace 
Does full and free acceptance gain 
In ſanctity I heav'nward preſs, 
By ſweet afy/tance T obtain.” 
The firſt declares Pm free of debt, 
And nothing left for me to pay ; 
The laſt makes me a debtor yet, 
Bet helps to pay it ev'ry day. 
My righteouſneſs with wounds and blood 
Diſcharg'd both law and juftice? ſcore; 
Hence with the debt of gratitude 8 
I'll charge myſelf for evermore. 
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SECT. II. 


The Harmony between Juſtification and Sanctifi- 5 


cation. 


„ 


E who me decks with righteouſneſs, 


With grace will alſo clothe; _ 
For glorious jeſus came to blits 
By blood and water both. 
That in his righteouſneſs I truſt, 
My ſanctity will how; 
Though graces cannot mate me juſt, 
They /Few me to be ſo. 
All thoſe who freely juftify*d 
Are of the pardon'd race, 
Anon are alio fanctity*d 
_ purify'd by grace. 
Where juſtice ſtern does juſtify, 
There holineſs is clear d, 
Heav'n's equity and ia actity 
Can never be ſever'd. 
Hence, when my ſoul with pardon deck'd, 
Perceives no divine ire, 
Then holineſs I do affect 
With paſſionate deſire. 
His juſtifying grace is ſuch 
As wafts my foul to heav'n: 
I cannot chooſe but love him much, 
Who much has me forgion. 
The Sun of Righteoulneſs that brin. 3s | 
Remiſſion in his rays, 
The healing in his golden wings 
Of light and heat conveys. 
Where. ever Jeſus is a Prieſt, 
There will he be a King; 
e 
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But, as he comes to ſanctify, 
Dye Lord m y ftrength and help he 1s. 
In that J have he patient's place, 
For there [Emovan's act is all; 
But in the other I'm through grace 
An agent working at his call. 
The jir/t does /lavi/h fear forbid 
For there his wrath revenging ends; 
The /a/t commands my filial dread, 
For here paternal ire attends. \ 
The former does annul my woe, 
By God's judicial ſentence paſt ; 
The latter makes my graces grow, 
Faith, love, repentance, and the reſt. 
The firſt does divine pard'ning love 
Moſt freely manifeſt to mo; 
The laſt makes ſhining graces prove 
Mine int'reſt in the pardon free. 
My ſoul in juſtifying grace 
Does full and free acceptance gain 
In ſanctity I heav'nward preſs, 
By ſweet afffanceT obtain. 
The irt declares I'm free of debt, 
And nothing left for me to pay; 
The laſt makes me a debtor yet, 
| Bet helps to pay it ev'ry day. 
My righteouſneſs with wounds and blood 
Diſcharg'd both law and juſtice' ſcore; '; 
Hence with the debt of gratitude 
I'll charge myſelf for evermore. 


— 
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The Harmony between Juſtification and Sanctifi- 
cation. 


1 


E who me decks with righteouſneſs, 
With grace will alto clothe; . 
For glorious Jeſus came to blits 
By blood and water both. 
That in his righteouſneſs I truſt, 
My ſanctity will ſhow; F- 
Though graces cannot make me juſt, 
They /Few me to be lo. 
All thoſe who freely W 
Are of the pardon'd race, 
Anon are alio ſanctify-d 
And purify*d by grace. 
Where jullice ſtern does juſtify, 
There holineſs is cleard; 
Heav'n's equity and ſanctity 
Can never be ſeverid. 
Hence, when my ſoul with pardon deck d, 
Perceives no divine ire, | 
Then holineſs I do affect 
With paſſionate deſire, 
His juſtifying grace is ſuch 
As wafts my ſoul to heav'n: 
I cannot chooſe but de him much, 
Who much has me Fbrgiden. 
The Sun of Righteouinels that brin, 3s | 
Remiſſion in his rays, | 
The healing in his golden wings 
Of light and heat conveys. 
Where. ever Jeſus is a Prieſt, 
Tbere will he be a King; 
n 
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He that aſſoils from ſin's arreſt, 
Won't tolerate its reign. 

The title of a precious grace 
To faith may juftly fall, | 

Becauſe its open arms embrace Fe. 
A precious Chriſt for all. 

From precious faith a precious ſtrife 
Of precious virtues flow; 

A precious heart, a precious life, 
And precious duties too. 

. faith does juſtify, 

It purifies the heart; 

The pardon and the purity # 

Join hands and never part. 

The happy ſtate of pardon doth 
An holy life infer ; 

In ſubjects capable of both 
They never ſunder'd were. 

Vet in defence of truth muſt we 
Diſtinctly view the twain: 

That how they differ, how agree, | 
We may in truth maintain. / 

Two natures in one perſon dwell, | 
Which no diviſion know, 

"B our renown*d Immanuel, 
Without confufton too. 

Thoſe that divide them groſsly err, 
Though yet diſtinct they be: 

Thoſe who confufion hence infeer, 
Imagine blaſphemy. 2 

Thus righteouſneſs and grace we muſt 
Nor ſunder nor confound ; | 

Elſe holy peace to us is loſt, 
And ſacred ruth we wound. 
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While we their proper place maintain, 
In friendſhip ſweet they dwell; 
But for to part or blend the twain, 
Are errors hatch'd in hell. 
To ſeparate what God does join, | 
Is wicked and profane: — 8 
To mix and mutilate his coin, 
Is damnable and vain. - 
Though plain diſtinction may take place; ; 
Vet no diviſion: here, 
Nor dark confuſion, elſe the grace 
Of both will diſappear, 
Lo! errors groſs on ev'ry ſide 
Conſpire to hurt the wound ; 
Antinomiſts do them divide, 
And legaliſts coatound. . 


2 HAF, Iv: 
The BxLizver's PRINCIPLES concerning 
Faith and Senſe. 


Y; Oo Faith and Senſe natural. 


12 2. Of Faith and Senſe ſpiritual, | 
3. The Harmony and Diſcord between Faith 


and Senſe. 


4. The Valour and Victories of Faith, 


5. The Heights and Depths of Senſe. 
6. Faith and Frames compared; or, Faith building 


upon Senſe diſcovered. 
| SEC . - 

£2 aith and Senſe Natural, compared and diſtin- 
 gutſhed. 


"HEN Abram' s body, Sarah's womb, 
Were ripe for nothing but the tomb, 
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we 
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Exceeding old, and wholly dead, 
Unlike to bear the promis'd feed: 

Faith ſaid, 7 fall an 1/ate fee ; 

No, no, ſaid: ſenſe, t cannot FO ' 

Blind reaſon to augment the ſtrife, 
Adds, How can acarh engender life # 
My heart is like a rotten tomb, 

More dead than ever Sarah's womb; 

O! can the promis'd ſced of grace, 

Spring forth from ſuch a barren place? 

Senſe gazing but on flinty rocks, 

My hope and expect! 2 chokes ? 
Hut could I, Kili'e „, bin m's art 

O'erlook IN 7 »4 2114 barren he: Artz 5 

And build my ! HOPE on INE £ Tf 
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Tait k acts as buſy be 
Who backward 165k 0 Forward row ; 
It looks intent to things: ungen, N 
- Thinks objects viüble too mean. 
Senſe thinks it madneſs thus to ſteer. 
And only trufts its eve 254 ear; 
Into faith's boat dare thruſt its oar, 
And put it further from the ſhore. 
Faith docs ons the promiſe eye ; | 
Senſe won't believe 8 5 
Nor can it truſt the divine: guide, 8 
Unleſs it have both waar ad tide. 
Faith things the promiſe fure and good; 
Senſe doth depend on likelihood 
Faith ev'n in forms believes the ſeers; 
gente calls all men, ev'n prophets, liars, 


34,4 


; SD 


C 1 IV. The Believers Principle fo 
Htaith ues means, but auto on none; 


Senſe fails when outward means are gone ; 


Truſts more on probabilities, 
Than all the divine promiſes. 

It reſts upon the ruſty beam 

Of outward things that hopeful ſeem; 5 
Let theſe its ſupports ſink or ceaſe, 
No promiſe then can yield it peace. 
True faith that's of a divine brood, 
Conſults not baſe with fleſh-and blood ; 
But carnal ſenſe, which ever errs, - 
With carnal reaſon ſtill confers. 
What! won't my diſciples believe 
'That I am riſen from the grave ? 

Why will they pore on duſt and death 
And overlook my quick*'ning breath? 
Why do they light the word I ſpeak 
And rather ſorry counſel take, 
With death, and with a pow*rful grave, 
If they their captive can relieve ? | 
Senſe does inquire if tombs of . 
Can ſend their. gueſts alive away; 

But faith will hear Jxhovan's word, 

Of life and death the ſov'reign Lord. 
Should I give ear to rotten duſt, 

Or to the tombs confine my truſt ; 

No reſurrection can I lee, - 

For duſt that flies into mine eye. 


What! Thomas, can't thou truſt ſo much 


To me as to thy ſight and touch? 
Won't thou believe till. ſenſe be guide. 
And thruſt its hand into my fide; | 
Where is thy faith, if it depends 

On nothing but 0 finger-ends? 
| ES OOTY 
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But blcſs'd are they the truth who 1 85 
ny faith, yet neither lee 1:0T feel. 


. 8 ECT. WV. 


b and Senſe Spiritual, Ns ed nd al 22 Triſh. 
ed. Where alſi the difference between the A 
2 furance of Faith, and the Aſſurance of Senſe. 


HE certainty of faith and ſenſe 
Wide differ in experience: 

— Faith builds upon, Thus, ſaith the Lord; 
Senſe views his u, and not his Word. 
God's word without 1s faith's reſort, 
His work v doth ſenſe not 
By faith we truſt him without*pawns, * Pledges 
By ſenſe we handle with our hands. | 
By faith the word of truth's receiv'd, 
By ſenſe we know we have believ'd. 
Faith's certain by fiducial acts, 

Senſe by its evidential facts. 
Faith credits the divine report, 

== . Senſe to his breathings makes reſort : 

=  *'That on his word of grace will hing, 

4 This on his Spirit witneſſing. 

By faith I take the Lord for mine, 
By ſenſe I feel his love divine: 
By that I touch his garment's hem, 
By 7his find virtue thence to ſtream. 
I» By faith T have mine all ondand, | 
BY y ſenſe I have fome ſtock on band = 
By that ſome vificn is begun, 
By 77s I {ore Fruition Win. 
My faith can fend ev'n in exile, 
venſe cannot live without a ſmile, 


— 
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Buy faith I to his promiſe fly, 
By ſenſe J in his bo/om lie. 

- Faith builds upon the truth of Cod, 
That lies within the promiſe broad:; : 
But ſenſe upon the truth of grace, 

His hand within my heart did place. 

Thus Chriſt's the object faith will eye, 
And faith's the object ſenſe may ſee: 
Faith keeps the truth of God in vie,, 
While ſenſe the truth of faith may ſhew. 
Hence faith's aſſurance firm can ſtand, 
V/hen ſenſe's in the deep may ſtrand; 
And faith's perſuaſion full prevail, 

When comfortable ſenſe may fail. 
Jam aftur'd, when faith's in act, 
Though ſenſe and feeli ing both I lack : 
And thus myſterious is my lot, 
I'm oft aſſur'd uhen I am not; 

Oft pierc'd with racking doubts and fears! þ 

Vet faith theſe brambles never bears; 
But unbelief that cuts my breath, 

And ſtops the language of my faith, 
Clamours of unbelieving fears, | 
So frequently diſturb mine ears, 
I] cannot hear what #aith would ſay, 
Till once the noiſy clamours ſtay. 
And then will freſh experience find. 
When faith gets leave to ſpeak its mind, 
The native language whereof 1s, 
5 My Lord is mine, and I am has. 
Sad doubtings compais me about, 
Yet faith itſelf can never doubt: 
For, as the ſacred volume faith, 
Much doubting argues little faith, 


* 


: 350 | GosPEL Sonnets. Part. VI. 
The doubts and fears that work my grief, - | 
Flow not from faith, but unbelief; | 
For faith; whene“er it acteth, cures , 
The plague of doubts, and me aſſures.“ 
But when mine eye of faith's aſleep, 
I dream of drowning in the deep ; 
But as befals the ſlee ping eye, 
Though fight remain it cannot ſee; 
The ſeeing faculty abides, | 
Though ſleep from active ſeeing hides: -. 
Jo faiths aſſuring powers endure | 
Ev'n when it ceaſes to aſſure, 
There's {till perſuation in my faith, 
Even when I'm fill'd with fears of wrath ; 
The truſting habit ſtill remains, 
Though ſlumbers hold the act in chains. 
The aſt ring faculty it keeps, a 
Ev'n when its eye in darkneſs fleeps. 
Wrapt up in doubts ; but when ib wakes, 
It rouſes up aſſuring acts. 


CH AF. Bh 


27 he eme and Diſcord between F aith and Senſe; 
how they help, and how they mar each other. 


HOUGH gallant faith can keep the field | 
When cow'rdly ſenſe will fly or yield : ET F 
Yet while I view their uſual path, 
Senſe often ſtands and falls with faith. 
Faith uſhers in ſweet peace and joy, 
Which further heartens fairh's employ : 
Faith like the head, and ſenſe the heart, 
Do mutual vigour freſh ; impart. 
When lively faith and feeling ſweet, 
Like deareſt darlings kindly meet, 
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Chap. IV. The Believer's Principles. 
They ſtraight each other help and hug 
In loving friendſhip cloſe and ſnug. 
Faith gives to ſenſe both life and breath, 
And ſenſe gives joy and {irength to faich; 
O now, ſays faith, how fond de E 
« In ſenſes glowing boſom die! | 
Their mutnal kindneſs then is ſuch, 
That oft they doting too too much, 
Embrace each other out of bysgth; 

As Aſop hugg'd his child to death. 
Faith leaping into ſenſe's arms, 
Alurd with her bewitchirig charms, 
In hugging theſe, lets raſhly ſlip 
The proper object of 1ts gripe. 
Which being loſt, behold the thrall 
Anon faith loſes ſenſe and all; 

Thus unawares cuts ſenſe's breath, 
While ſenſe trips vp the heels of fairy, 
Her charms afſumiog Jeſus place, 


357 


While faith's lull'd in her fort embrace; a 


Lo! ſoon in dying pleaſures wrapt, 
Its Ig] Joy away is aan 


8 E C T. IV. 


The werlour and Vforits of Paiti, 


Y faith I unſeen Being ſee 
B; Forth lower bein ge call, 
Xnd jay to nothing, Let it be, 
nd nothing hatches all. 5 
By faith I kvew the world's were made 
By God's great word of might; 
How ſoon, Let there be li; yt, he taid, 
That n moment there was light, 
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By faith I ſoar and force my flight, 
Through. all the clouds of ſenſe; 
1 ite the glories out of fight, 
With brighteſt evidence. 
By faith I mount the azure ſky, 
And from the lofty ſphere, 
The earth a little more eſpy, 
Unworthy of my care. 
By faith, I ſee the.unſeen things, 
Bd from all mortal eyes; 
Proud reaſon ney ug all its wings, 
Beneath me flutOring lies. 
By faith 1 build my laſting hope 
On righteouſneſs divine; 
Nor can I {ink with ſuch a. prop, 
Whatever ſtorms combine. 
Buy faith my works, my , 
And duties all I own _ 
But loſs and dung; and lay my ſtreſs ” 
On what my Lord has done. 
By faith I overcome the world, 
14058 all its hurtful charms; 
Em in the heay*nly ehariot burkd 
＋ hrough all oppoſing harms. 
By faith I have a conqu'ring power 
To tread upon my toes, 
To triumph in a dying hour, 
And baniſh all my woes. | f 
By faith in midſt of wrongs I'm right, 
In tad decays I thrive ; | 
In weaknels I am ſtrong } in 8 
In death J am alive. 
By faith I ſtand when deep I fall, 
"In darkneſs I ha ve Hebt ;- 
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Nor dare I doubt and queſtion all 
When all is out of ſight. 
By faith I truſt a pardon free, 
Which puzzles etl and blood; 
To think that God can juſtify, 
Where yet he ſees no good. 


By faith I keep my Lord's commands, 


I To verify my truſt; 
I purify my heart and hands, 
And mortify my luſt. 
By faith my melting ſoul repents, 
When pierced Chriſt appears; 
My heart in grateful prailes vents, 
Mine eyes in joyful tears. 
By faith I can the mountaigs vaſt 
"of ſin and guilt remove; 
And them into the ocean e 
The ſea of blood and Iov 
By faith L ſee Jexovan high 
Upon. a throne of grace; 
I 4 him lay his vengeance by, 
And ſmile in Jeſus“ face. 
By faith I hope to ſee the Sun, 
The light of grace that lent ; 
His everlaſting circles run, 
In glory's firmament. 
By faith I'm more than conqueror, 
"Ev n though I nothing can; 
Becaule I ſet Juzovan's pow'r 
Hhefore me in the van, 

By faith I counter plot my foes, 
"Nor need their ambuſh fear ; 
Becauſe my life guard allo goes 

Behind me in the rear, 
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By faith I walk, I run, I fly, 2 = 
By faith I ſuffer thrall; 8 
8 By faith I'm fit to live and die, 
By faith I can do all. 
It, NTT: 
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HEN Heav'n me grants, at certain 
Amidſt a powerful gale, [times 
Sweet liberty to moan my crimes, LIE 
And wand'rihgs to bewail; 
Then do I dream my ſinful brood, 
Drown'd in the ocean main = 
Of chryſtal tears and crimſon blood, 
Will never live again 
I get my foes beneath my bebt, 
I bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
I hope the vic ry is complete, 5 | 
And all my luſts are dead. . 
How gladly do I think and lay, 
When thus it is with me, 
Sin to my /enſe is clean away, 
And ſo ſhall ever be. 
But, ah! alas! th“ enſuing hour 
My luſts ariſe and fwell, 
They rage and reinforce their power, 
With new recruits from hell. 
Though I reſolv'd and ſwore, through grace, 
In very ſolemii terms, | 
I never ſhould my lufts embrace, 
Nor yield unto their charms, 
Let ſuch deceitful friends they are, 
x: While I no danger dre 22M, 
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I'm ſnard before I am aware, 
And hurry d down the ſtream. 
Into the gulph of ſin anon, 
I'm plunged head and ears; 
Grace to my ſenſe is wholly gone, 
And I am chain'd in fears; 
Till ftraight my Lord with ſweet ſurprile 
Returns to looſe my bands, 
With kind compaſſions in his eyes, 
And pardon in his hands. 
Yet this my life is nothing elſe 
But heav'n and hell by turns; 
My ſoul, that now in Goſhen dwells, 
Anon ia Egypt mourns. 


SEAT. 


Faith and Frames compared; or, Faith Building 
upon Senſe diſcovered. 


AITH has for its foundation broad 
= A ſtable rock on which I ſtand, 
The truth and faithfulneſs of God, 
All other grounds are linking ſand. 
My frames and feelings ebb and flow ; 
And when my faith depends on them, 
It fleets and ftaggers to and fro, 
And dies amidſt the dying frame. 
That faith is ſurely moſſ unſtay'd, 
Its ſtagg'ring can't be counted ſtrange, 
That builds its hope of laſting aid 
On things that ev'ry moment change, | 
But could my. faith lay all its load 
On Jeſus everlaſting name, 
Upon the rigliteouſneſs of God, 
And divine truth that's Nil the ſame: 
H h 
ug) * 
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Could I believe what God has ſpoke, 

Rely on his unchanging love, 

And ceaſe to graſp at fleeting ſmoke, 

No changes would my mountain move. 
But when, how ſoon the frame's away, 
And comfortable feelings fail; 3 

So ſoon my faith falls in decay, 

And unbelieving doubts prevail : 
This proves the charge of latent vice, 
And plain my faith's defects may ſhow ; 
I built the houſe on thawing ice, 

That tumbles with the melting ſnow. 
When divine ſmiles in fight appear, 
And enjoy the heav'nly gale; 
When wind and tide and all is fair, 

I dream my faith ſhall never fail: 
My heart with falſe conclufions draw, | 
That ſtrong my moyntain ſhall remain ; 

That in my faith there is no flaw, 

Pl never never doubt again. 

I think the only reſt I take, | 

Is God's unfading word and name; 
And fancy not my faith ſo weak, 

As cer to truſt a fading frame. 

But, ah ! by ſudden turns I ſee 
| My lying heart's fallacious guilt, 
And that my faith, not firm in me, 

On finking ſand was partly built : 

For, lo! when warming beams are gone, 

And ſhadows fall ; alas, 'tis odd, 

I cannot wait the riſing Sun, 
I cannot truſt a hiding God. 
So much my faith's affiance ſeems 

Its life from fading joys to bring, 
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That when J loſe the dying ſtreams, 
I cannot truſt the living ſpring. 
When drops of comfort quickly dry'd, 
And ſenſible enjoy ments fail: 
When cheering apples are deny'd, 
Then doubts inſtead of faith prevail. 
But why, tho” fruit be ſnatch'd from me, 
Should I diſtruſt the glorious Root; 
And ſtill affront the ſtanding Tree, 
By truſting more to falling fruit : 2 
The ſmalleſt trials may evince 
My faith unfit to ſtand the ſhock, 
That more depends on fleeting ſenſe, 
Than on the fix'd eternal rock. 
. The ſateſt ark when floods ariſe, 
Is ſtable truth that changes not : 
How weak's my faith that more relies- 
On feeble ſenſe's floating boat? 
For when the fleeting frame is gone, 
I ſtraight my ſtate in queſtion call, 
I droop and fink in deeps anon, 
As if my frame were all in all. 
But though I mils the pleaſing gale, 
And Heav'n withdraw the charming glance; 
Unleſs J=novan's oath can fail, 
My faith may keep it countenance. 
The frame of nature ſhall decay, 
Time- changes break her ruſty chains; 
Yea, heav'n and earth ſhall paſs away; 
But faith's foundation firm remains. 
Heav'n's promiſes ſo fix'dly ſtand, 
Engrav'd with an immortal pen, 
In great Inmanuel's mighty hand, 
All helbs attempts to raze are Vain, 
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Did faith with none but truth adviſe, _ . 
My ſteady ſoul would move no more, 
Than ſtable hills when tempeſts riſe, 
Or ſolid rocks when billows roar. - 
But when my faith the counſel hears 
Of. preſent lenſe and reaſon blind, 
My wav'ring ſpirit then appears 
A feather toſs'd with ev'ry wind. 
Lame legs of faith unequal crook : 
Thus mine, alas! unev'nly ſtand, 
Elſe I would truſt my ſtable Rock, 
Not fading frames and feeble ſand. 
I would when dying comforts fly, 
2s much as when they preſent were, 
Upon thy living joy rely. - - 
Help, Lord, tor here I We err. 


c H A „ Wo. 
The BELIEVER'S PRINCIPLES concerning 
Hieaven and Earth. 
"SECT. I. 
The Work and Contention of Heaven. 


N heav'nly choirs a queſtion roſe, 
That ſtirr'd up ſtrife will never cloſe, 
What rank of all the ranſom'd race. 
Owes higheſt praiſe to ſov'reign grace; 


Babes thither caught from womb and bzeaft, 


Claim d right to fng above the reſt ; 
Becauſe they found the happy ſhore 
They never ſaw nor ſought before. 
Thoſe that arrive at riper age 

Before they left the dul ſtage, 
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| Thought grace deſery*d yet higher praiſe, 
That waſh*d the blots of num'rous days. 
Anon the war more cloſe began, 

What praiſing harp ſhould lead the van? 

And which of grace's heav'nly peers 
Was deeply run in her arrears? 
«* 'Tis I, (faid one,) bove all my race, 
« Am debtor chief to glorious grace.“ 
« Nay, (ſaid another,) hark, I trow, 
I'm more oblig*d to grace than you.” 
Stay, (faid a third,) I deepeſt ſhare 
„In owing praiſe beyond compare: 
The chief of ſinners, you'll allow, 
,*+* Muſt be the chief of fingers now.” 
„Hold, (faid a fourth,) J here 3 
« My praiſes muſt outvie the beſt ; 
« For Im of all the human race 
« The higheſt miracle of grace.” 
«+ Stop, (ſaid a fifth,) theſe notes forbear, 
« . Lo! I'm the greateſt wonder here; 
% Forl of all the race that fell, 
„ Deſerv'd the loweſt place in hell.” 
A ſoul that higher yet _—_ 
With equal love to Jeſus firid, 
„ 'Tis mine to ſing the higheſt notes 
* To love, that waſh'd the fouleſt blots.” 
Ho! (cry'd a mate,) 'tis mine Ill prove, 
% Who ſinn'd in ſpite of light and love, 
Jo ſound his praiſe with loudeſt bell, 


That ſavid me from the loweſt hell. 


Come come, (ſaid one,) III hold the plea, -, 
. 66: "Tat higheſt praiſe is due by me; 

For mine, of all the ſavid by grace, 
Was the moſt dreadful, deſp* rate caſe.”.”* 
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Another riſing at his fide; + 
As fond of praiſe, and full of pride, 
Cry*d, © Pray give place, for I defy. 
That you ſhould. owe more praiſe than I: 
« Fl yield to none in this debate; 
*« I'm run ſo deep in gracious debt, 
« That ſure I am, I boldly can 
x Compare with all the heav'nly clan,” 
Quick ofer their heads a trump awoke, 
* Your ſongs my very heart have ſpoke ; I 
„ But ev'ry note you here prope, 
„% Belongs to me beyond you all.” 
The liftfning millions round about 
With ſweet reſentment loudly ſhout ; 
% What voice is this, comparing notes, 
That to their ſong chief place allots? 
Me can't allow of ſuch a ſound, 
That you alone have higheſt ground 
« To ſing the royalties of grace 
Me claim the ſame adoring place.“ 
What! will no rival-finger yield 
He has a match ypon the field ? 
© Come, then, and let us all agree 
—« 20 praiſe upon the higheſt key.“ 
Then jointly all the harpers round 
In mind unite with ſolemn ſound, 
And ſtrokes upon the higheft ſtring, . 
© Made all the heavenly arches ring: | 
Ring loud with hallelujah's —_— £2 
To him that ſent his Son to die; | | 
And to the worthy Lamb of God, | 
. That lov'd and waſhd them in his blood. | 
Free grace was ſov'reign empreſs crown'd 


In pomp, with. . ſhouts around? 
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